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PREFACI- 


Canada's  active  paiticipjition  in  the  South  African 
war  was  an  event  of  the  first  importance  in  C'ana- 
(h'an  history.  Whether  we  study  the  ccjnditions  that 
made  it  possible,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, or  the  immediate  effects,  or  speculate  on  the 
permanent  results,  we  find  ourselves  face  to  face  with 
the  most  interestinjj  and  most  serious  problems  in 
Canadian  national  life.  To  take  part  in  an  arduous 
undertaking  which  all  the  world  watches  ;  to  pay  the 
price  ;  to  know  that  sense  of  comradeship  with  other 
peojjles  which  comes  as  a  revelation  when  common 
action  comi)eIs  mutual  respect ;  to  realise  what  had 
been  visionary;  to  feel  the  strain  of  an.xiety  and 
the  rebound  of  jubilation  ;  to  have  the  deep  con- 
sciousness of  worthiness,  tested  and  proved,  is  a 
momentous  experience  for  any  people.  l<"or  a  young 
people  such  an  exjjerience  is  apt  to  be  of  critical 
significance. 

In  the  following  pages  [  shall  endeavour  to  report 
the  experience  of  the  Canadia!!  people  during  the 
months  in  which  the  South  .\frican  war  was  an 
agitating  cause.     Ihc  war  will  be  dealt  with  only  in 
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so  far  as  (•.•iiiadi.ins  participated  in  it.  ^[\•  object  is 
t<.  present  t..  the  reader  the  characteristic  features  of 
what  C-ana(h"ans  did  and  thoii-rht  and  felt  on  the 
occasion  of  the  South  African  war.  This  b<.ok  will 
11' ;t  be  found  to  be  a  war  Iiistory  in  detail  nor  a 
minute  stud\-  of  poh'tics  or  social  onditi.ms,  but 
rather  a  contribution  toward  an  understandint;  of  the 
Canadian  people  as  the\-  revealed  themselves  at  home 
and  m  the  field  durin-  a  specified  period. 

l-..r  facts  about  the  Canadian  Volunteers  in  South 
ATiica   I  am  i)articularly  indebted  to  the  reports  of 
Canadian  ..fficers  commanding- ;    to  letters  of  Cana- 
•lian    correspondents   with    the   contin<,rents,  such    as 
Mr.  Frederick    Hamilton  and   .Mr.  John  A.  I'.wan.  of 
the  Toronto  r;/,vv  ,•  Mv.  Stanlev  McKc.wn  lirown.  of 
the  loronto   Moil  ami  l-.mpin- ;   Mr.   W,    Richm.md 
Smith  and   Mr.  If.  S.  White,  of  the   .M.uitreal  Star  : 
Mr.  k.  I'.  Finn,  of  the  M..ntrea!  HcmU,  and  others"; 
and  to  published   letters  from  officers  and   privates' 
Several    of  the    photographs    reproduced  have  been 
kmdiy  loane.l  by  the  editor  ..f  the  Gw.uiimt   J/.,.-„- 
'///'••      I   would  also  acknowled-e  the  courtesv  of  the 
Department  of  Militia  and  Defence  in  placin-  at  mv 
<li-|'"sal  the  information  in  their  pos>ession. 
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The     Canadian     Contingents 

and 

Canadian     Imperialism 


CHAPTKR    I 

Tin:  I'Kopi.E  AxM)  Tin:  war 

A\  opportunitx-  to  take  part  in  an  Imperial  war  uas 
sure  to  find  man\-  Canadians  ready-  and  even  ea-er 
to  serve.     Tlie  fact  of  nearly-  a  century  and  a  halFof 
Hrit.sh  connection  ;  the  traditions  of  this  connection 
which  are  the  f)nl\-  comm.Mi  national  traditions  •  the 
new  and  stimulating  prospects  opened  up  bv  the  idea 
"f  more  active  co-operati..n  in  the  work  of'  ICmpire  - 
the  sense  of  ..blioations  not  3-et  fully  understood  or 
fiillj-  met :  the  stirrin-  of  national  aspiration,  which  is 
.Uist  he.^Mnni.in-  t..  look  abroad  ;  the  ambitions  of  the 
■""I'tary   class,  and  the  -eneral   spirit  of  adventure 
and  contest- all  these  thinj^s  had  been  a  preparation 
lor  such  a  contingency. 

The  South  African  war  is  not  the  first  occasion  on 
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which    Canaclians    have   showii    their  willingness    to 
assist    the    Mother    Country.      in     1S54    there    were 
many    volunteers    for   the    Crimea.       The    union    of 
British    and    l-'rench    in   this    war    made    it    appeal 
with    special     stren-th    to    Canadians.      The     Le.-^is- 
latureof  the  I'nited   Provinces  of  L'pi)er  and   Lower 
Canada    manifested    its    deep    interest,   not    onl)-  by 
resolutions,    but    also    by    what,    in    the    c(jnditions 
e.xistin-    must   be   rei,Mrded    as  the  substantial  vote 
of  twent\-    thousand    pounds    .sterlini;  "ii  favour  of 
the    widows    and    orphans   of    the   allied    armies    of 
iMi-land    and    l-'rance."      The    mone\-    was    etiuailv 
divided     between      Hritish     and      Trench.      As     the 
I'.mperor    Napoleon    expressed    it,    in    his    jjraceful 
acknowled.irinent,  "in  remembrance  of  their  French 
descent,  the  population  of  Canada  were  unwillinjr  to 
separate  in  their  congratulations  and  offerings  tho.se 
now  so  nobly  connecterl  by  a  community  of  dangers." 
When    the    Indian     Mutiny    broke   out    in     1S57 
Canadians    again    offered    in    large   numbers.      The 
matter  was  taken  up  in  the  press  and  in   Parliament, 
and  the  Hritish  Govermnent  yielded  to  the  popular 
desire.      J{y     Royal    warrant    in     .March.     iS;S,    the 
"  lootli    Prince   of    Wales's    Royal    Canadian    Regi- 
ment"  uas   raised   u\  Canada  and  embodied  in  the 
regular  arm\-.      This  famous  regim.ent  was  for  man>- 
>ears   recruited  from  Canada.      It   did   not.  however, 
reach    India,    being   employed    in    garrison    duty   at 
(iibraltar   and    Malta,   and    returnJd    to   Canada    in 
lH6r.   at    the    time  of  the    I-enian    Raid.      In     1.S77 
Colonel  J.  \V.   Laurie  offered  to  raise  a  regiment  in 
Canada  for  active  service  in  Turkey,  but  this  offer  was 
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>'<'t  accepted     Later,  in  ,884,  he  again  ..ffercci  to  raise 

he    ollou.n.  year  he  urgently  reneued  this  offer, 

•  o  .„d  .Arthur  Uilhams.  M.P..  .f   ,,,,  ^^ 

4^Hh  Last    )urham    Battalion,  at  the  disposal  of  Her 

•  ajcsty  s  Government  for  immediate  foreign  service 
hese  ortcrs  apparent^  antedate  all  other  Colonial 

offcs    for    th.s  uar.     There  uere  in  the  same  year 
-..-.n, vicinal     applications     to    the     Gove^: 
Ml.  Lord   Lansdoune.     The  Canadian  (iovern- 
"Knt    uere    ready    to    facilitate    the    raisin-^   of    . 
contn,gent.    but   did    not   offer    to   e.uip  it    or  bea 
I^  expense   of    its    maintenance.      Other   Colonial 
(Irs    vere    made   to    the    Ikitish    Government,    but 
Mt     f  the  (.nx-rnnK-nt  of  Xeu-  South  Uales  alone 
-  s   accepted,    because    it    .as   accompanied  by  an 
^r  U.  ,. ay  all  expenses.     Canada  ual  represin:d 
'"">    In    a  company  of  voyageurs   in  the  transport 
-rnce.     In    ,H,j6  there  uas  a  distinct  disposit  ,n 
--  er  as.stance    if   it    should    be    needell.  b  t    t  ^ 
matter  d.c     not  g.>  fnr^her  than  resolutions.     Some 

.u,.lKu.  have  at  all  times  been  nnuKi  in  the  British 

ann>.       t  .s  the  natural  field  for  those  ambitious  for 

i-  .n.htary    ,fo.     There  are  at  present  among  the 

'fhcers    n,    the    regular    army    no    less    than    o  e 

hu.|dre.l  graduates  of  the  Cana.Iian   Military  die" 
•It   Kmgston.  ^  -^^ 

Wllat  Ca„a,lia,ls  have  ,l.„,c  in  cLfcncc  „f  their  „„■„ 
;;:  -■;•-';•"'--  I.-  been  .l.,ne  ais...  in  eiTe c, 
.   Mother  Country  an,l  for  the  ICnpire.     As  ei.rlv 
a-   l..,.>vhcn  thefireat  majority  of  t|,e  inhabitants 
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were  I'rcncli  or  of  I'rcnch  descent,  a  lart,fe  proportion 
activel\-  assisted  the  British  arin\-  in  rei)ellin<;  the 
attacks  of  the  forces  of  (,"oni,'ress.  In  iSi3  the 
lanaih'an  inilitia,  of  both  l-'rench  and  I'ji_L,dish  orii^in, 
took  a  most  prominent  and  nnportant  part  in  checking 
and  dri\  ins,^  liack  tlie  ijreatly  superior  numbers  sent 
b\-  the  L'nited  States  for  the  conquest  of  Canada. 
In  1837  ai^ain,  while  some  Canadians  took  up  arms 
for  the  riL,ditin;4  of  what  they  rej^arded  as  i^rievances, 
tiie  majorit)-  opposed  them  for  the  sake  of  stability 
of 'jjovernment.  The  Kenian  Raids  of  1866  and  1870, 
and  the  Kiel  rebellion  of  1869-70.  furnished  other 
examples  of  the  readiness  with  which  Canadians  will 
meet  an\-  situation  demandin<j  force.  The  North- 
West  Rebellion  of  1885  was  a  still  more  striking 
example,  for  within  twent\-f(jur  hcnirs  over  4.000 
men  had  volunteered  and  were  ready  to  start  for 
the  front.  What  they  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
marching;  and  fit^htin.i,^  on  this  occasion  has  not  been 
fully  api)reciated  by  the  majority  of  Canadians,  and 
by  few  outside  •)f  Canada. 

Not  onlv,  however,  are  Canadians  willing  to  fight 
for  their  own  country  or  for  the  Kmpire.  but  there  is 
a  fighting  spirit  which  leads  some  to  enlist,  whenever 
an  opportunity  offers,  in  any  cause  engaging  their 
sNinpath)-  in  the  Civil  War  in  the  United  .States 
thou-'-ands  of  Canadians  were  finmd  in  the  Northern 
ranks,  and  in  the  late  S])anish-American  war  there 
were  again  man)-  enlistments  of  Canadian  young 
men.  both  in  the  army  and  the  navy  of  the  L'nited 
States.  At  the  time  of  the  Italian  war  of  indepen- 
dence French-Canadian  Zouaves  were  found  among 
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tlic  l'a|)al  forces.  In  fact,  it  never  has  been,  and 
probabl}-  never  will  be,  difficult  to  raise  soldiers  in 
Canada. 

.Much  soldier  blood  runs  in  the  veins  of  Canadians. 
In  the  early  da)s  I'Vench  soldiers  settled  in  Ouebec. 
Wolfe's  soldiers  and  L'inted  l-'mpire  Lo\alists  founded 
Ontario.  After  the  war  of  icSi3-i4  many  of  the 
rej^ulars  remained  in  Canada,  and.  on  their  discharge, 
Wellington's  veterans  came  over  in  hundreds. 

Despite  what  these  facts  may  seem  to  indicate.it 
cannot  be  said  that  Canada  is  a  militar_\-  country.  In 
the  sense  in  which  European  nations  know  militarism, 
there  is  no  such  thing  in  Canada.  Canada's  mili- 
tarism has  no  burdens,  and  its  sky  is  clear  of  storm- 
clouds.  There  is  a  reasonable  amount  of  military 
training,  and  the  serious  purpose  of  such  training  is 
never  overlooked,  but  those  who  volunteer  do  so  for 
the  congeniality  of  the  military  training,  and  not  to 
be  prepared  against  crises  that  arealwaxs  threatening. 
The  military  spirit  is  strong,  but  it  is  not  born  of 
necessity  nor  of  bloodthirstine.-s.  It  is  rather  a 
manifestation  of  the  general  spirit  of  contest.  It 
is  for  sport  rather  than  for  war.  Hoth  because 
of  Its  climate  and  because  of  the  conditions  (jf  life 
l)revailing,  Canada  should  produce  plent\-  of  good 
fighting  men.  Over  large  areas  the  people  are  still 
pioneers;  living  the  rough  life  f)f  the  lumberman, 
with  no  highways  but  turbulent  streams  ;  prospecting 
for  minerals  in  new  districts  all  the  way  from  the 
(ireat  Lakes  to  the  Klondike  ;  clearing  farms  on 
the  edge  of  the  forest  ;  breaking  the  virgin  soil  of  the 
prairie;    or   herding   cattle  over   its   fenceless   miles. 
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III  the  older  settled  repjions,  too,  the  pioneer  days, 
with  their  discipline  in  adaptability  and  self-reliance, 
are  not  so  far  distant  that  their  influence  has  been 
lost  in  the  milder  and  more  conventional  ways  of 
comparative  wealth.  The  new  towns  and  cities 
springin}^  up  are  fed  from  the  country.  And  every- 
where sport  gives  exercise  to  those  qualities  which 
the  business  of  life  may  no  longer  require  :  and  the 
favourite  sports  are  the  most  strenuous. 

This  fighting  and  struggling  past  and  active  pre- 
sent were  part  of  the  preparation  Canada  had  for  the 
Imperial  call  to  arms.  In  so  far  as  she  responded 
because  she  liked  contest  and  adventure,  she  but 
followed  primitive  instincts.  Xo  i>oIitical  conclusions 
can  be  drawn  from  the  mere  fact  that  Canadians 
went  to  fight  in  South  Africa  ;  but  there  were  other 
phenomena  besides  the  falling  in  step  to  the  bugle. 
The  people  as  a  whole,  who,  in  their  capacity  as 
citizens,  have  not  wished  for  war,  nor  for  additional 
financial  burdens,  took  up  the  matter  warmly  and 
voted  decisively,  though  informally,  that  a  con- 
tingent should  be  sent  ;  and  the  Government  made 
the  contingent  official.  The  condition  of  opinion  and 
sentiment  revealed  in  the  stand  taken  by  the  people 
of  Canada  is  the  thing  of  chief  importance.  Its 
causes  are  to  be  discoveied  only  after  a  study  of  all 
the  historical  influences  that  have  gone  to  the  making 
of  this  nation,  and  its  tendencies,  modified  as  they 
are  certain  to  be  to  some  extent  b\'  the  events  of  the 
last  few  months,  are  the  problems  of  Canada's  future. 

To  tell  just  what  Canada  thought  and  felt  is  not 
easy,  for  the  condition   was   far  from   simple.     The 


^  Till-     I     IX,  I/)/  I  \     ,  ox  I    XCI:  X  IS 

stc.uiy  flou  ..f  debated  and  accepted  policy  there  was 
>">t  ;  nor  is  there  yet.     It  was  as  a  contiii-encv.and  not 
as  an  event  fu'ly  providefl  for.  that  the  situation  arisin-r 
in  Soutli  Africa  was  met.     When  the  Imperial  Govern- 
nient  declares  war,  the  peoi)le  of  the  L'nited  Kin-dom 
are  by  that  act  involved  in  the  work  of  prosec'ntin- 
a-Hl  snpportin,^   the  war.      It  ma\-  be  ar-ued  that  the 
tact  ot    Hntish  sovereignty  over  the  Colonies  involves 
them    also;    but    the   lo-ical   <leductions   of  political 
science  have  not  in   recent  \ears  been  insisted  upon 
and  the  Colonies  have  been   left  to  such  a  share  as 
the>-  max-  themselves  choose  to  assume.     .As  a  result 
the  wh.,le  matter  of  Imperial  defence,  as  distinguished 
hom  the  delence  <.f  their  own   particular  territories 
i)re-.enls  itself  to  the  Colonies  as  a  .piestion  ..f  policy' 
■""I    "..I   .IS  a   (|uestion   ,.f  cor.stitutional  obliuation 
C  anada,  at  least,  has  never  formulated  its  ix.licvupon 
tins  matter.      Individuals,  and  ^M-uups  of  individuals, 
may  have  made  up  their  minds  upon   it  ;  but  this  is 
n-t  true  nf  the  people  as  a  whole.    That  it  must  some 
«la>c.Mne  up  for  settlement  has  lon^'  been  reco^rnised 
l>m    u.th   the  exception   of  more  or  less  incidental 
references  b\-  public  men  and  occasional  articles  in 
tile  public  press,  little  attempt  has  been  made  to  work 
'•m  a  national  polic\-.  and  secure  its  adoption  bv  the 
people.  •' 

While  the  contin-ents  were  n..t  sent  in  accordance 
\^'th  a  settle.1  policy,  their  despatch  can  be  explaine.1 
"•ily  as  a  natural  reM.lt.  The  crisis  was  but  the 
M.ock  winch  precipitate<l  what  was  hel.l  in  solution 
Canadian  opinion  and  sentiment  is  a  solution  in 
which  dilferent  elements  min.^le  u  ithout  undue  a-ifi 
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tioii,  ready  to  be  combined  when  occasion  provides 
tiie  stiinuhis.     It  is  not  certain  that  any  other  crisis 
would  cause  the  elements   to  combine 'in  the  same 
proportions  and  produce  the  same  product.     And  it 
also    is    not  certain   that  the  different  elements  will 
alwa\s  continue  to  exist  in  the  same  relative  stren-th. 
1  he  two  main  constituent  elements  are  those  which 
are  derived     the  one  fn.m  the  -reat  fact  of  liritish 
sovereignty  with  its  traditions  and  its  pr.jspects,  and 
the  other  from  the  no  less  important  fact  of  the  self- 
-government of  a  people  who  hold  a  land  great  enoufjh 
and  ri.  h  enou-h  to  support  a  nation,  and  who,  bv 
jears   of    common    life   and    common    thought,    are 
becoming   a   distinct   people   in  themselves.      There 
has  alwaxs   been   strong  atlachmeiu    to  the    IJritish 
tn.wn.  but  the  attitude  toward    Hritish    connectior. 
has    passed    through    various    phases.      The    present 
phase    is    probably    more    full    of  hope  and   vitality 
than    any   previous   ,..,c.      There   can    be  no  doubt 
that  Canada  to-day  is  thoroughly  HHtish  in  inclina- 
tion.     I ,,  the  broader  and  more  enlightened  views  of 
(  oio.ual  policy,  held  by  the  Imperial  authorities,  the 
development    is   largely  due.      .\nd  there  are  other 
causes.     The  ver\-  existence  of  the  connectiMn  ft'r  so 
long  a  time  without  serious  disturbance  has  caused 
the    national   life   to  grow  around   it.      The  bracin- 
effect    of  our  relations  with   the   I'mted  States   ha*^ 
o.ntnbute<l  to  the  same  general   end.      Legislation 
restrictmg    (  anadian    trade  or  intercourse   with  the 
I  nited     .Stales    has    thrown    Canadians    more    upon 
theucwn  resources,  and  the  irritations  and  rivalries 
arismg  have  made  them  look  awa*>  from  W  ashin-t.,,, 
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to  London.  More  correct  conceptions  of  the  state  of 
international  politics,  with  their  lar.t,a> conibinations  of 
powers,  has  heen  another  directin-^Mnfluence.  Then, 
the  imagination  has  been  powerfully  impressed  b\- 
peaceful  demonstrations  like  the  Jubilee,  and  by 
warlike  (k'nioiistrations,  .shouin-^r  the  incomparable 
mi^ht  of  the  British  navj-,  and  the  effectiveness  of 
the  arm\-.  as  in  the  Su<lan.  Above  and  around  all 
iias  been  the  respect  and  devotion  paid  to  the  vene- 
rable ( jueen,  which  has  L;i\en  to  the  feelinj^  for  the 
"  .Mother  (  omitry  "  .i  peculiar  (jiiality. 

(  )ut  of  .ill  this  has  conn-  the  new  Imperial  ide.i. 
Its  \.i;^uenes..  h.is  kvn  in  its  f.i\our,  for  it  has  left 
room  for  as|)ir.itions  that  have  their  root  in  distinct 
n.itionality,  .iiid  in  a  des  ,e  for  self-determined  action 
in  widi-r  fields.  Can.;.:  i  h.is  <;rown  accustome<l  to 
cons(,|i,|ation.  has  created  <;ener.ii  order  o\er  half  a 
continent,  .md  is  now  i)e<rinnin.^  to  feci  that  she  has 
both  the  i-neri;>-  and  the  leisure  to  seek  new  interests 
abroad.  This  is  ;dl  c.illed  British  Imperialism,  and 
as  tliere  ha\i'  been  no  bonds  imposed,  there  h.is 
bi-en  no  iiei-d  to  differentiate.  There  is.  however,  a 
differenci',  which  slionld  be  n-coi^nised. 

When  we  conie  to  rt'\  ieu  tiw  .actual  evi-nts  pre- 
iedin;4  •md  actoinpan>  in.!,;  the  sendin-  of  the  con- 
tin-enls.  wi-  hnd  lii^hter  elements  in  pla>  .md  less 
serious  moti\i's  ;  but  .dw.iys  below  the  surf.iii-,  if  not 
appe.irin-,  wt-re  the  two  ^re.it  (  onmu'n-lin;,^  i'k-menls 
of  (  an.idi.m  nation, i|  \\{\-,  .\t  the  be;,4innin;.4  of  the 
crisis,  C.inada  diil  not  know  i-uoul^Ii  about  the  issues 
to  be  otherwise  th.m  indifferent.  ,'^(.uth  .Xfric.i  is  .i 
Ion-    u,i}-   off,  .md    llu'ri'   is    little    direct     intercourse. 


I /Hi    l'h:i>ri  !■      \\l>    Till:     WAN 


II 


Nut  until  hostilities  had  actually  broken  out  could  it 
be  said  that  an)-  considerable  proportion  ui  the  people 
'nad     enoiii^h     knowledge    of    the    points    in    dispute 
between  tiie  Imi)erial  (ioverinnent  and  the  (iovern- 
inent  of  the  South  African   Republic  to  (lualify  them 
to  cast  intelliL,reiit  votes  on  the  justice  or  injustice  of 
insisting  on   the   Uritish  claims.      Australia  is  more 
closely    in    touch   with   South    Africa,  and  probably 
understood  the  situation  better.      Mr.    Halfour  took 
comfort  because  the   Imperial  (iovernment  was  sup- 
ported b)-  "the.  onscience  of  the  l-lmpire."     I'ltimatel}- 
he  may  have  been  justified  ;   but  at  the  time  he  spoke 
the  (  anadiaii   conscience   was  ^^^rounded  on   faith   in 
Mritish  statesmen  and  British  policy,  rather  than  upon 
knowlcdi^e.      A    reasoned    conviction    was    nut    one 
of  the  conscious   motives  of  the  actions  the  people 
smctioiud.     It  was  a  Hritish  affair, and  it  particularly 
concerned  Colonists;  and  these  were  sufficient  reasons 
for    the   steadily    increasint;    interest.      Some    direct 
appeals    for    the    support    of  the    Canadian    people 
tended    t<>    make    the    interest    more    personal.       In 
April,  iS<^<j,  the  .South  .\frican  League  cabled  to  the 
Mriti-h  I'.mpire  I.ea.L,nie  in  Canada  indicatin-,^  that  the 
lm|>erial  (iovermnent  would  be  i^reatly  strengthened 
It   I  .iiiada  made  knt.wn   at  that  critical  juncture  her 
s.\nipath>    with  the   Citlanders'  petition  then  before 
the    Oneen.        \    delegate    from    the    .South    .\frican 
League    visited   Canada   in   July   for   the  purpose  of 
making    further  ap|)eals,  ;md   if  possible  to  secun-  a 
lorma!  resolution  of  Parliament.     .\n  argument  coin- 
ninnl)-    heard    at    this    time    was    that    the    Imperial 
tio\(.rnnunl   uould  welcome  some  action,  bcc.iuse  it 
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would  strengthen  their  hands  for  peace.     The  people 
were  not  yet  aroused  ;  for  when  Parliament  did  pass 
resolutions  of  sympathy,  uhich  in  effect  committed 
the  country  to  the  support  of  the  Hritish  cause,  the 
incident  passed  almost   unnoticed.      Stran.i4e  to  sax- 
it  brou-ht  forth  scarcely  a  sin-le  eciifriarreferencj 
throu-h-.ut  the  whole  country,  and  was  scarcci\-  men- 
tp  met!  on  the  street.    There  was  appnnin-  indifference. 
Ihe  people  are  accustomed  to  occasional  displays  of 
••  hein.ii  l^ritish,"  and  are  not  disposed  to  critici.se.     If 
an>  thin-  seems  hasty  ..r  ill-considered,  it  is  put  down 
to   part\-  politics,  for  each  part\    is  afraid  to  be  out- 
done by  the  ..ther.     It  was  known  that  the  Lea-ue 
dele-ate  was  in  ( )ttawa.      When,  a  fc^^■  days  later,  "the 
same  dele-ate  visited  the  reserve  <.f  the  Si.\  .\ati<.n 
Indians    in    Ontari...    and     went    away    with    more 
resohuH  ,,<   i„   his   pocket,   some  smiled.      Vet  these 
I'arliai  lentary   resolutions  were  destined  to  play  an 
"r.ix'rtant  part.     As  war  be-an  to  appear  inevitable, 
ami  finally  when  it  was  declared,  the  people  insi.sted 
that    to    follow    up    with    material    assistance,    when 
peacedi!    measures    failed,    resolutions    of  sympathy 
with  the  efforts  of  the  Imperial  (iovernment  to  obtain 
cHiual  ri-hts  for  the   L'itlanders,  was  the  simple  lo-ic 
of  self-respect.       The  sequence  was  reco-nised  then, 
thou-h  not  before. 

One  reason  wh\-  the  resolutions  created  no  stir  was 
that  the\-  were  not  concrete.  The  attention  of  the 
people  was  bein-  attracted  by  tiu-  definite  offers  of 
tr.M.ps  by  (Jueensland  and  other  Colonies.  Ihe  pride 
of  Canadians  was  touched  by  bein-  forestalled. 
Canada's   profession,^  had    always    been    heaity,  and 
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slic  c()iii,n-;itulate(l  herself  upon  her  title  of  "  Pioneer 
of  Kmpire."     She  (he!  not  hke  to  see  others  taking 
this  pkice.     It  harl  not  seriouslv  occurred  to  her  that 
an  occasion   existed  when   troops   might  be  needed 
and  appropriate!)'  offered.     Some  military  men  hafl 
discussed  the  matter  at  headquarters,  and  elsewhere, 
for  several  months,  but  the  discussion  was  confined 
to  military  circles.     On  July   13th  Lieut.-C"ol.  Sam 
Hughes,   M.l'..  drew   the  attention  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  the  offer  u{  Queensland,  and  pressed 
upon  the  Government  the  necessit>-  for  taking  some 
action  ;  but  even   I'arliament  then  considered  action 
premature.     .As  the  announcements  of  other  Colonial 
offers    followed    each    other,    a    distinct    awakening 
occurred.     It  began  to  be   asked   wh)-  Canada  was 
not  in  line.     I'arliament  had  been  prorogued  early  in 
August,  and  the  people  looked  to  the  Government. 
In  September.  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  returned  from  Kngland,  and  at  once  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  movement  for  the  sending 
of  a  contingent.     He  publicly  offered  to  support  the 
Govermnent  in  such  a  course.     '!"he  Opposition  press 
was  not  blind  to  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  little 
party  jfrestige,  at  the  same  time  that  it  helped  on  a 
popular  cause.     It  entered  upon  an  active  campaign. 
Insistent  articles   wer    written   and  interviews  were 
obtained  from  prominent   men  all  over  the  country. 
Individual  Canadian  officers  took  the  initiative  and 
offered  to  the  (leneral  Officer  Commanding,  or  direct 
to  the  Home  (iovernment,  the  services  of  themselves 
and  their  corps.      IC.xcitement   began.      Kven   those 
uho  did    not   share    it   actjuiesced  ;    because    of  the 
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resolutions;  l)cc;uisc  Canadians  had  professed  a 
threat  deal,  and  must  show  themselves  in  their  true 
character  as  men  of  action  rather  than  of  words; 
because  it  was  a  chance  to  do  somethinL;  out  in  tiie 
world;  because  Canada  had  never  consented  to  any 
>et  contribution  to  Imperial  defence,  and  \et  it  was 
felt  that  she  was  not  v^loint;  her  full  ->hare  in  return 
tor  benefits  receixed;  or  because  of  the  still  dee,jer 
tendencies  of  the  national  life.  The  reasons  freely- 
stated  were  not  always  so  profound  :  tiie  other 
Colonies  must  not  be  allowed  to  take  the  lead;  the 
contingent  would  be  ajjpreciated  in  i'ji^dand  and 
would  keej)  Canada  prominent,  which  is  not  without 
material  advantaL;es  ;  and  the  trij)  to  .South  .\frica 
and  contact  witii  re.L;ular  troops  would  be  excellent 
trainin-  for  officers  and  men.  Whatever  mi^^ht  have 
been  the  con-<cious  motives,  the  t;rowini4  stren,i;tii  of 
the  mo\ement  was  im(|uestiouable. 

.Still  the  (io\ernment  did  not  act.  Why?  i'he 
majorit)-  w.i-  in  no  mood  to  allow  for  |)ossible  diffi- 
culties, and  the  members  of  the  (io\eriunent  difl  not 
soon  enou;.;h  come  out  to  tr>-  to  lead  or  modify 
discussion.  The  idea  that  the  (ioxernnient  mi^dit 
be  inclined  t<»  i>pnose  the  popular  will  added  a  new- 
motive  for  insj.tni-  Wh>-  the  (lovernnient  should 
hesitate  wa-^  not  easy  to  see,  unless  it  was  that  the 
inditfereiice  or  opposition  ,,f  tin-  iMcnch-Canadian 
element  in  the  p(»pulalion  w.is  -iwn  undue  wei;.4ht, 
or  was  present  in  the  personal  attitude  of  some 
member-^  of  the  (iovernment.  If  (  )uebec  was 
o|)posed,  or  w.is  not  \et  lonxinced,  there  existed 
the    best    possible   re;ison    for   moderation    ,ind    tact. 
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To  iK-ithcr  of  these,  unfortunately,  was  the  majority 
in   the  other   I'lovinces  disposed.      J}lame  was  hiid, 
not  on  the  people  of  Ouebec,  but  (,n  one  or  two  men' 
who  were    supposed    to   be   assuntiuLj    to    speak    tV.r 
them  and   lead  tliem.     Since  these  men  were  called 
b\-   name   it   was   thou-Iit.   by  some   journalists    and 
others,  that   they   could    be  char-ed   with   disloxalty 
without   runmti.Lj  the  risk    of   excitin-    race    feelin^r. 
Notwithstandinj,r  this  measure  of  precaution  and  tht- 
lact  that  some  French-».'anadians  came  out  emi)hati- 
cally  in   favour  of  sendin<>   a  contin-ent,  race  feelin>: 
w.is  excited.     On  the  one  hand  it  tended  to  make 
the  majorit}-  more  determined  to  persexere,  and  on 
the  other   to  throw  the  minority  into  a   more    pro- 
nounced opposition  than  would  otherwise  have  been 
the  case.      This  development  was  dei)lorabIe.     Race 
feelin-    is    no    l,,nner  a   dan^^erous   element    in    this 
country,  but  it  still  exists  as  a  sort  of  sensitiveness, 
which  calls  for  mutual   consideration.     When   sober 
jud-ment   was    needed,  a    distorted   view   of  loyalty 
tended  to  appear. 

I'nder  no  correct  conceptitjii  of  loyalty  can  the 
I'nnch-Canadians  be  charged  with  disloyalty.  They 
Ii.ive  the  welfare  of  Canada  as  much  at  heart  as  any 
other  part  of  the  population,  and  have  no  dissatis- 
faction with  British  connection.  Thev  have  indeed 
■>liown  themselves  perfectly  ready  to' consider  pn.- 
l><"^aU  for  closer  union  within  the  I-.mpire.  lUit  as 
compared  with  the  people  of  British  stock,  the 
element  of  Canadianisin  is  with  them  reritivel.v 
stron-er  an<l  the  element  of  Britishism  relatively 
^vcaker:     and     the\-    cherish     carefully    their     own 
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".•iii_L;ua,m  and  the  traditions  of  their  own  past.  Thcx- 
Iia\c  not,  and  cannot  Ix- expected  to  have,  tlie  same 
iiitiiiiate  alTectioii  for  things  15i-itish.  Wlien  the  crisis 
arose  in  South  Africa  they  were  chiefly  inditTerent. 
1  i)e>-  feit  stron:.;ly  neither  one  \va\-  nor  the  otlier. 
1  hey  were  even  more  ii;norant  of  the  exact  conthtions 
and  issues  than  were  tiieir  I-".n_i,dish-speakini;  fellow- 
countrymen.  There  was  not.  however,  the  same 
willinijfMess  to  acce|)t  as  rij^dif.  without  intpiiry,  the 
policx- of  the  Imperial  (lovernment.  In  the  circum- 
stances the\-  did  not  faxour  the  aj^itation  to  .send 
troops.  To  them  it  seemed  to  be  the  inaiitjuration 
of  the  i)olic\  of  participation  in  all  the  wars  of  the 
l-.mi)ire,  to  which  the\  had  never  s^iven  assent. 
Some  perm'cious  campai.L,ni  literature,  issued  just 
before  the  elections  of  i,S(X),  had  warned  them  that, 
if  the  Con.servati\cs  were  returned  to  power,  they 
would  "send  our  children  to  Africa  or  Asia,  whence 
the\-  will  never  return."  IVrhai)s  on  this  Ljround. 
IJcrhap's  almost  altoL^ether  on  others,  the\- harl  \-oted 
a;^^iinst  the  Conservatives  ;  and  \et  here  was  tiiL-  very 
thiiiL;  ai^ainst  which  they  had  been  warned.  A  cam- 
paiijn  of  education,  judiciouslx-  conducted.  miL;ht  have 
ret  loxed  ;'M  difficulties,  but  it  was  not  systematically 
attempte<l.  Spokesmen  on  their  behalf  asl<ed,  at 
least,  that  nothiuL^  should  be  done  until  I'arliament 
had  been  called.  This  was  not  considered  necessarv 
In-  tile  majority  in  the  rest  of  the  country.  When  the 
ai^itation  became  more  urj^ent.  the\-  beijan  to  take  an 
aiitai;omstic  position,  which  |)rejudiced  their  \iews  of 
the  war.  They  saw  a  race,  not  l-luL^lish,  about  to  be 
brought    into   subjection   by   the   w  iiole   force    of  the 
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iMiipirc,  unci  suffer  the  loss  of  their  race  ideals. 
Apprehension  a.nld  easily  draw  parallels.  These 
were  e.xtreme  effects.  Ouebec  is  not  as  articulate 
as  the  other  Provinces,  and  it  is  impossible  to  jud,<;e 
how  deeply  moved  the  people  really  were.  The 
truth  max-  be  merely  that  the  mass  were,  and  re- 
mained, indifferent. 

In  coimection  with  all  this,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that   it  was  not  until  the  siei^e  of  Ladysmith 
be-an  that  Canadians  believed  the   Hoers  capable  of 
resistinj,'   even   a  comparatively  small    Hritish   force, 
liravery  and  determination  were  conceded  to  them. 
i>ut    armament    was    supposed    to    be    lackin-    and' 
uiferiorit)-    of    -eneralship    was    assumed.      A     war 
a-ainst  the  lioers  alone  was  not  re^^arded  as  a  serious 
undertaking  for  the  iMnpire.     Only  in  the  event  of 
niterference    b\-    other    Powers    would    contributions 
from    the   Clolonies    have    more   than    a    sentimental 
\ahie.      To   .say.    as    Hritish    statesmen    and    edlt..rs 
,    h.'xv  so  often   done,  that  the  Colonies  came   to   the 
I    help  of  the  Mother  Country  in  her  hour  of  need,  may 
I    be   strictly  true;    but.  when    she  sent    her   rtrst  con'- 
I    tui-ent,  Canada  fov  her  part  did  not  believe  anv  nee.l 
I'M-  Colonial  help  existed.      As   Mr.   MacXeill 
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country,  and  am()ii<,r  imfriciull\-  spectators,  instead  of 
throunrli  paved  streets  and  ai)plaudin<(  crowds.  No 
.L;ood  cai,  be  acconiplislied  b\-  readint,'  into  events 
interpretations  derived  from  later  experiences.  It 
renders  all  parties  liable  to  be  wronj^dy  judt,a'd,  and 
makes  a  false  basis  for  inferences  as  to  the  future. 
Those  uho  were  hesitating,'  about  the  ri-^ht  policy 
to  be  pursued  were  weiLjhin.-;  sentimenlalit\-  ai^ainst 
such  concrete  realities  as  militarism  and  taxation,  or 
were  reluctant  to  i;o  blindly  where  the  leadini^s  of  the 
road  were  not  known.  Had  Canada  apprehended  in 
September  what  she  knew  in  December,  an  entirely 
different  chapter  would  have  had  to  be  written.  The 
contingent  would  have  been  sent,  but  the  psychoIo<,'y 
would  have  been  different. 

On  October  4th.  .Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier.  in  an  inter- 
view i^iven  for  the  purpose  of  denyin.L;-  the  aimounce- 
ment  that  the  (iovernmcnt  had  decided  to  offer  a 
contin.<;ent,  said  that  the  Government  had  no  consti- 
tutional authority  for  sendin<r  a  contingent,  and  even 
if  it  had.  it  could  not  commit  the  countr_\-  to  the 
amount  of  expenditure  entailed  without  consulting 
I'arliament  :  and  that  for  these  reasons  the  matter 
had  not  been  considered.  l*"ormal  ijuestions  of 
legality  and  procedure  were  b\-  this  time  looked 
upon  as  (juibbles.  When  the  Hoer  ultimatum  was 
sent  and  hostilities  actually  commenced  it  would  have 
been  dangerous  an>-  longer  to  stand  against  the  tide. 
The  i)lainly  irresistible  demand  of  the  majority,  and 
the  existence  of  war,  which  i)ut  a  stop  to  all  hope  of 
settlement  by  dii)lomacy.  cleared  the  situation,  and 
on   October   14th   an    Order   in    ("ouncil   was   passed. 
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followed  immediHtely  by  a  Militia  Order  ijrovidiii<r 
for  the  recruitiiit,r  and  despatch  of  a  rejjiment  of  1,000 
men.  Sentiment  won  the  da\' ;  but  below  the  surface 
were  the  .t,rreat  tendencies  of  Hritish  Imperialism  and 
national  expansion. 

The    strain    of    aj,dtation    was    at    last   over,    and 
cheerful    enthusiasm    took    its    place.     The    bustlin<j 
activit)'  of  the  next  two  weeks  was  thoroughly  con- 
gein'al.     Volunteers  came  forward  in  large  numbers. 
Committees  provided  for  demonstrations,  and  raised 
funds  for  a  supply  of  comforts  and  for  the  placing 
of  insurance  upon  the  lives  of  those  enrolled.     The 
people  were  gratified  by  the  expedition  with  which 
the  Militia  Department  did  its  work,  and  felt  a  justi- 
fiable pride  in  the  quality  of  the  men  who  enlisted. 
The  scenes  attending  the  dejKirture  of  the  different 
units  from  the  recruiting  centres,  and  finally  of  the 
whole  contingent  from  Quebec,  were  most  inspiring, 
it    touched  deep  chords,  did   this  sending  forth    of 
sons    and    brothers.     Kmotion    was    unmixed    with 
the  anxieties  that  must  bear  upon  a  people  directly 
responsible  for  a  state  of  war.     Canada  felt  no  such 
responsibility.      It  was  not  a  going  to  war  as  <.lder 
nations  would  go.     Canada  is  not  o!<l.     She   is  riot 
accustomed  to  pla\-  a  part  on  the  foreign  stage,  with 
all  the  world  as  spectators.     It  was  a  new  experience 
and  coloured   with   romance.     There  were  not  even 
great    |)ersonal    anxieties.   f.,r  all   supposed   the   first 
successful   engagements  reported   from    \atal   would 
discourage,  if  not  discomfit,  the  Hoers,  and  that  the 
\\orst  vould  be  over  before  the  bo\s  arrived.      The 
anxiety  was  rather  that  some  chancJ  might  be  .riven 
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tlv.'in  to  sliow  tlu-ir  incltlc.  And  so  from  tho  hciiilUs 
of  (JiR-hcc,  where  her  British  hfe  beijaii.  Canad.i 
ualciic.l  them  sail  away,  as  a  lady  her  knit;ht.  to  do 
battle  in  L;lorious  compaiiv  for  the  oppressed. 

.\  return  to  more  normal  conditions  fn)l]'>wed  tlie 
departure  of  the  troops.  The  war.  which  would  in 
an>-  lasc  have  been  watched  with  ^'reat  interest 
because  it  was  British,  was  now  an  object  of  the 
intensest  interest.  l""or  the  lionour  of  the  Canadian 
contint^ent  there  was  the  warmest  solicitude;  but 
toward  the  war  in  ;^eneral  tlie  attitude  was  that  of 
those  who  liave  staked  their  hopes  and  their  pride 
on  the  success  of  one  side  in  a  ;4ame.  .As  there  was 
no  part  in  the  manai;ement.  no  responsibilit)'  was 
felt  for  the  conduct  of  the  war  or  its  outcome. 
I  anada  bore  no  burden  >ucii  as  tlie  people  of  the 
I'nited  Kin-dom  bore.  She  stood  by  re;,  ly  to  S4ive 
all  the  help  she  could  ;  but  she  could  only  lend,  she 
could  not  dispose.  The  effect  of  both  successes  and 
f.iilures  would,  therefore,  be  different  in  kind  as  well 
as  in  deL;ree.  There  was  unbounded  c<jnfidence, 
hi>\\e\er,  in  those  upon  whom  fell  the  responsibility 
of  the  manaujement.  and  Canada  Kjoked  forward  to 
tne  campai^^ii,  as  a  campaiL,ni.  with  unbroken  satis- 
faction. The  openin^f  eniiat^ements  at  Talana  Mill 
and  Inlands  l.aaj^te  realised  the  ideal  held  of  the 
skill  and  prowess  of  British  arms.  The  retreat  on 
l,ad\smith  was  a  strateL;ic  move,  the  bearini^'  of 
which  wDuld  appear  later.  l-lverxthini;  was,  of 
course,  thoui^ht  out  beforehand  and  provided  for. 
It  was,  consequent')-,  with  somethint,'  like  disma\- 
til, it    the    rejiorts    of    rei)eated    checks    and    reverses 


1 


nil-  r /■()/'//     i\7>  Tuii   It:  I  A-  21 

UL-rc  rcccixctl.  ('oinplacciic)- disappeared  wlicii  the 
true  nature  of  the  task  and  the  state  of  preparechiess 
to  meet  it  were  revealed.  But  it  was  no  time,  then, 
til  ^ive  play  to  the  cjucstionin^rs  that  arose.  Tlie  war 
must  be  won.  More  troops  must  be  offered — ten 
tliousand,  if  necessary,  or  more.  There  was  no 
hesitation  and  ikj  flinchin^r.  However  sliaken  and 
perplexed  mi,L,dit  be  the  national  mind,  the  temper 
of  Canadians  ran;^  clear.  They  ma\-  be  trusted  to 
see  an  undertaking^  throuj^h  to  the  end.  .So  the 
second  coiitint^ent  was  sent  ;  then  the  Strathconas  ; 
and  then  a  re.<,n'ment  was  raised  to  i^arrison  Halifax 
in  order  that  the   Leinsters   mi;j[ht  t^o  to  the  war. 

The  soldiers  sent  to  the  front  were  rei)resentative 
Canadians.  Canada  will  not  shirk  difficulties  in  a 
road  she  has  set  out  to  travel.  The  i^ravity  of  the 
tcmporar\-  condition,  in  so  far  as  it  meant  that  -greater 
sacrifices  mi,L,dU  have  to  be  made  and  success  mii^dit 
be  \inv^  postponed,  only  brouLjht  out  the  more  reso- 
Uiteness.  ]iut  in  that  dark  period,  cuhninatinij  in 
Stormberi;-,  Magersfontein,  and  the  Tu^ela.  all 
l^lamour  faded.  With  ever>-  disposition  to  make 
excuses,  it  was  seen  that  the  ])reconceptit)ns  of  War 
Office  methods  and  the  comi)etence  of  liritish 
c;enerals  must  be  revised,  and  tnere  must  be  a 
readjustment  in  accordance  with  the  new  facts, 
l-rom  beinj4-  almost  entirely  uncritical,  Canadian 
oi)inion  was  becoinin;^  bluntly  critical.  ]Uit  Lord 
Roberts  appeared  and  chani,rcd  the  whole  face  of 
tile  situation. 

.\  reaction   followed  ;  the  reverses  had   been  more 
tryin-     than     was     realised.      That    brilliant    stroke. 
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which  icsiiltfd  in  the  rch'cf  of  Kiinhorlcy  and  the 
loiiiKliiiL;  ii|)  of  (ronjf  at  I'aanlclK'i'L;',  was  hailed 
witli  an  enthusiasm  more  marked  than  in  l'".n;j;hin(l. 
This  was  perhaps  natural.  Mere  vict<)ries  of  the 
field  (h'd  not  pnxiuee  much  external  demonstration 
in  lCni;Iand.  True  pride  forbids  the  flauntincj  of  suc- 
cesses.     It  was  til'.'  rehef  of  l.adxsmith,  and  particu- 
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Iarl\  the-  reh"ef  of  Mafekini,^,  which  were  not  so  much 
defeats  of  the  enem\' as  rescues  of  lieroic  defenders, 
that  let  loose  in  I-Jii^land  a  riot  of  rejoicin;;.  Canada 
was  eviii  m(<re  a  si)ectator  than  a  partici|>ant.  She 
applauded  i'\er\'  -^ood  mo^'e  in  the  j^ame.  Mut  news 
of  the  ;4aliant  conduct  of  the  (  anadians  at  I'aarde- 
l).'r_u^  w.i-»   more  (|uiell\-  received   than  an)-  other  Ljood 
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news  of  the  \v,ir.  This  was  as  it  should  be.  It  was 
the  deepest  experience  of  the  war  for  Canada,  and  it 
will  have  a  more  abiding;  effect  than  any  other.  The 
heavy  losses,  too,  were  borne  with  little  si^n.  The 
men  had  done  well  and  the  cost  must  be  met. 

All  demonstrations  were,  however,  as  nothin^j  to 
that  which  ;^reeted  the  premature  report  of  the 
capture  of  Pretoria  and  the  ending;  of  the  war.  No 
other  need  be  described  ;  but  to  pass  over  this  one 
would  be  to  miss  that  in  the  h'i^ht  of  which  the  whole 
prexious  record  must  be  read.  Feeling  often  surged 
and  sub>i{k(l,  and  opinion  was  now  positively  favour- 
able and  now  sceptical.  There  was  In-  no  means  the 
■^anie  consistenc)-  or  coherence  as  in  Mngland.  It 
was  hard  to  tell  how  much  was  surface  emotion,  the 
mere  fe\er  of  war,  and  how  much  was  the  drawmg  or 
propelling  of  great  forces.  Canadians  had  said  that 
the  war  nuist  be  won.  Were  their  hopes  really  bound 
up  with  it?  rhe>-  had  shown  unmistakably  their 
concern  for  the  conduct  and  safety  of  those  who 
were  there  to  represent  them,  for  they  eagerly 
scaimed  the  news  dail\-  to  see,  first,  what  the 
(  anadiaiis  had  done,  and  took  to  heart  every 
cisiialt)'  and  ever)-  deed  of  courage  and  endurance. 
lUit  was  this  concern  so  deep  that  the  relief,  when  all 
danger  was  believed  to  be  past,  w-ould  cause  them  to 
forget  ever)-  restraint  out  of  pure  jo)'?  "Pretoria 
l)a\  "  does  not  answer  all  these  (juestions,  but  the)- 
cannot   be  answered  without  it. 

The  night  of  the  ^oth  of  Ma)-  and  the  day  f«  •  .ng 
\\ill  be  memorable  during  the  life  of  the  \  v--.-nt 
gener.iliou  in  Canada,     No  one  wouki  have  been  so 
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bold  as  to  predict  what  occurred,  for  no  kno\vled<fc 
of  the  past  and  no  study  of  the  existinjj;  condition 
of  public  sentiment  would  have  afforded  sufficient 
materials  for  such  a  prediction.  Unanticipated,  un- 
planned, there  was  an  outbur-i  of  jubilation  that 
astonished  even  the  heartiest  participants.  Canadians 
had  a  new  revelation  of  themselves.  They  had  not 
realised  how  deeply  the\-  had  been  moved  by 
precedini;  e\ents.  and  they  had  not  guessed  their 
own  emotional  resources.  Althou<;h  not  universal, 
the  celebration  was  so  jreneral  and  was  everywhere 
so  uearl\-  <.f  tlie  same  kind,  that  the  phenomenon 
nuist  be  regarded  as  of  real  social  and  pftlitical 
sii^nificance. 

'Ilu-  cit_\'  of  I'oniiito  furnished  the  extreme  exjjres- 
sion.  It  was  about  h.ilf-past  eleven  at  ni,i;iu  when 
the  bulletins  were  first  i)osted.  At  that  time  the 
theatres  and  |)laces  of  amu-^ement  were  emi)tied  and 
comparatively  few  were  abro.id  in  the  streets.  How 
the  new  >  -<prea<i  is  not  known  ;  but  within  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  every  fire  alarm  bell  in  the  city  was 
claiiLjini;  as  if  for  a  threatened  holocaust,  and  one  by 
ni\e.  a>  fast  as  the  sextons  could  reach  the  ropes,  the 
church  bells  took  up  the  ihimour  ;  and  wherever 
there  was  steam,  in  powerhousc-s,  factories,  and  bo.ils 
in  the  liarboin",  whistles  serejchcd  and  mared. 
.Sleepin;4  Toronto  awoke  with  a  start  and  a  t;asp. 
while  wakin^f  'I'oronto  was  already  nut  of  doors.  Ihe 
cause  of  the  <listurbance  was  surmised.  In  an 
incredibh-  short  time  the  streets  be^jan  to  fill  with  ;i 
rapidly  increasinj.j  crowtl  of  botli  sexes,  more  or  less 
full)-  dressed,  hurrying;  toward  the  centre. 
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Here  wild  scenes  were  enacted.  I'laj^s,  horns,  and 
fireworks  were  produced  from  somewhere,  until  nearly 
all  were  provided  with  somethinjj  to  wave,  or  toot,  or 
explode  ;  bandsmen  got  instruments,  pipers  their 
pipes;  impromptu  processions  were  formed,  bonfires 
lit,dited  even  in  the  princiijal  thoroughfares,  and  fed 
with  anything  that  could  be  found — fences,  a  wheel- 
barrow, or  a  cart.  Kver\-  class  was  represented. 
Patriotic  songs  were  sung  ;  the  mayor  proclaimetl 
a  holidaj-  for  the  morrow.  It  was  the  most  spon- 
tancois  ebullition  of  pure  good  spirits  the  Canadian 
public  ever  experienced.  After  three  o'clock  the 
stivcts  cleared  almost  as  rapidly  as  they  had  filled, 
and  the  tumult  ebbed  gradual!)-  until  dawn,  when  the 
flood  set  in  cagain. 

Work  was  out  of  the  question.  Many  employers 
(lid  not  e\en  attempt  to  begin  the  day's  operations, 
but  a'^ted  at  once  upon  the  mayor's  proclamation  of 
a  hoi  y  ;  others  did  tr}'  to  get  something  done,  but 
either  .  le  employees  left  without  permission  or  were 
so  distracted  that  it  was  useless  to  continue,  and  by 
tweb  e  o'clock  work  was  sus()ended.  The  schools  and 
college  had  been  dismissed.  The  Cit)-  Hall  was 
closed.  As  business  offices  and  factories  were  closed 
♦he  croud  swelled,  l-'lags  and  bunting  were  every- 
where ;  buMtiess  houses  and  private  residences  vied 
with  each  other  in  display.  The  revelry  continued 
till  midnight.  When,  wearied  at  last,  the  crowd 
dispersed,  it  was  yet  with  a  consciousness  of 
enthusiasm  still  in  reserve,  for  the  words  heard  on 
all  hands  were     "  Hut  wait  till  the  boys  come  home." 
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Till:  (iovornment  of  Canada  did  not  decide  to  offer  a 
contiiiL;eiit  for  service  in  South  Africa  until  they  liad 
a  clear  |)<.]Hilar  mandate.  I'.ven  after  the  demand  for 
action  had  become  clamorous,  they  still  continued  for 
some  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  acKisability  of  such 
a  step.  The  official  offer  from  Canada  was  the  last 
of  all  the  offers  from  the  i^reat  self-^overnin;4  Colonies. 
l-"or  their  delay,  which,  it  is  claimed,  placed  Canada 
in  a  false  position,  the  Ciosernment  have  had  to  face 
much  .severe  criticism.  In  all  parts  of  the  l'"mpire 
there  is,  no  doubt,  some  curiosity  to  know  the  reasons 
for  the  lon;4  deliberation  and  the  delay.  X'arious 
e.\planations  are  offered.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is  said 
that  the  course  of  the  (iovernmcnt  is  to  be  attributed 
to  considerations  of  principle,  to  wise  caution,  or  to 
concern  for  tlomestic  harmony;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  motives  of  mere  parts-  safety,  to  a  failure  to 
understand  the  temjjer  of  the  people,  to  a  lack  of  the 
(jualities  of  leadership,  or  to  disai)i)robation  of  the 
tendency  of  the  new  Imperial  spirit. 

If  the  (iovernment  di<l   not  act  promptly  simply 
because  ihcy  were  incom|)etent  to  meet  the  crisis,  the 
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matter  is  only  of  local  importance  ;  but  if  they  had 
reasonable  t,M-oini(ls  for  hesitation,  these  grounds  must 
be  examined.  A  (iovernment  will  almost  alwajs  see 
thin;4s  in  different  perspective  from  that  in  which  the 
IK'ople  see  thein.  They  are  not  in  the  same  degree 
subject  fo  imi)ulse,  and  the  responsibility  resting  upon 
tb.cni  should  make  them  investigate  in  a  very  thorough 
and  practical  way  all  possible  bearings  of  the  question 
before  them.  The  |)eople  of  Canada  did  not  calmly 
consifler  either  existing  conditions  or  probable  conse- 
cjuences.  Their  emotions  may  have  been  a  safer 
guide  than  the  most  impeccable  logic  ;  but  there  is  a 
chance  that  some  essential  factors  ma)-  have  been 
temporarilj'  overlooked.  .\o  one  can  be  sure  he 
ur.derstauds  the  situation  until  he  understands  the 
(Government  as  well  as  the  people.  The  policy  of 
taking  part  in  Imperial  wars  must  be  studied,  as  well 
as  the  readiness  to  take  part. 

Ilow  far  would  the  sending  of  a  contingent  commit 
the  country  to  the  acceptance  of  certain  great  prin- 
ciples of  national  policy,  which  had  not  before  been 
recognised  i)rinciples  of  administration  ?  Were  these 
principles  best  for  the  country.^  Since  Parliament 
was  not  in  session,  could  a  contingent  be  .sent  without 
doing  violence  to  the  constitution?  In  view  of  the 
dilferences  (if  opinion  among  the  people,  what  course 
of  .ictinn  would  cause  the  least  harmful  results.'  On 
which  side  was  the  majority?  Did  that  majority 
know  iis  own  mind,  .iiul  would  it  stard  by  the 
(ioveri'ment  and  make  up  for  the  loss  rjstaineii  by 
the  defection  of  many  in  the  minority  who  had  been 
supi)orters?     These  were  questions  any  Government 
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would  ask  aiitl  tr\-  to  answer,  iiiidcr  a  Iicav>-  pcnalt}- 
fur  mistakes.  Tho)-  were  not  ovon  dctliiitclx-  raised 
by  the  people. 

A  treatment  of  this  aspect  of  the  subject  is  rendered 
more  (hfficiilt  b>-  the  fact  that  (anathan  Ministers 
have  as  yet  put  forward  no  wry  comprehensive  or 
exhaustive  defence.  What  they  have  said  has  been 
cln'etly  in  answer  to  p.irticular  criticisms,  and  is  to 
this  extent  incomplete  and  imsatisfactor\-.  If  we 
take  all  the  utterances  tojjjether,  W(„  find  references  to 
the  con-ideration  of  each  of  the  above  (juestions  and 
of  others  also.  Hy  inferences  from  well-known  f  u  ts 
w  hat  i-^  lacking  could  be  supplied,  if  it  were  necessar\-. 
to  in. ike  the  treatment  com])lete.  liut  only  a  roui^h 
outline  -sketch  need  here  be  i;iven,  since  the  onl\- 
object  is  to  show,  in  its  true  proportions,  the  mam 
subject  of  (  anada's  pa'-ticipation   in   the  war. 

SpeakiiiL;  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  I  5, 
\(jOO,  .Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  said  :  "  W  hat  would  be  the 
condition  of  this  country  to-da)-  if  we  had  refused  to 
obe_v  the  voice  of  public  opim'on  ?  It  is  onl\-  too  true 
that  if  we  had  refused,  at  tiiat  time,  to  do  what  was, 
in  m\-  ju(l_Ljment,  our  imperatixe  duty,  a  most  dan- 
j^i'rous  aj^itation  would  ha\e  arisen — an  ai^itation 
which,  accordin;.^  to  all  human  |)robabilit\-,  would 
h.ivi-  ended  in  .i  line  of  ck-axaj^e  in  this  countrj- 
U|)on  racial  lines.  .\  L;reater  calamitj-  could  nevi-r 
take  |)lace  in  Canada."  In  this  statement  of  the 
Premier's  we  find  the  difficult  problem  |)resented  !))• 
the  dilterences  ot  opimtin  in  Canada,  w  Inch  were  more 
serious  becansi-  they  corresponded  in  the  main  with 
race  divisions.      RciklessK-  to  sacrifice  the  harmon\- 
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in  tlii->  comitiy  would  Ik-  criminal  folly 
were  reckless. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  I'remier  i^ives  Hie  dan-;er 
of  race  discord  as  a  reason  for  sendin^r  a  contin-^^ent. 
.in<i  not  f(.r  refiisinn:  to  send  it.  At  the  time  of  which 
he  -.|)ol<e  it  was  perfectly  clear  on  which  side  was  the 
majority.  .Xccorch'n.Lj  to  the  reasoniiiLj  of  the  (iovcrii- 
ment  it  was  better  to  satisfy  the  majority,  and 
remo-  e  its  motives  for  aijitation,  than  to  projo'iv^r  the 
strife  by  leavin-  the  question  an  open  one.  Hut  why 
not  h;;ve  offered  a  contin-ent  sooner  and  still  further 


i\e  reduced   the  risk  .^     \\h\-  not  have  taken  some 


h. 

detiniti'  means  to  prevent  aj,ntation  altoi^^ether  ?      I'he 
explanation  most  favourable  to  the  (Government  is  that 
the  other  considerations  before  them  inclined   them 
t<.  caution,  until   it  was  too  late  toward  off  all   bad 
etiects.     One   of  these   considerations    affected    in    a 
peculiar  wa>-  their  own  party  interests.      The  Liberals 
were  returned  to  power  in  1^96  chieHy  because  ..f  the 
ureal  -ain-  the>   made  in  the  Province  of  Ouebec.     If 
the.v  alienate  the  electors  of  (Juebec.  their"chaiices  of 
re-election   will    be  -reatly   reduced.      I'artv   interest 
uoul.l   naturally  lead  them  to  humour  Ouebec   up  to 
llie  point  .It  which  it  became  certain  That.  b\-  con- 
tnuu'n-    to    ,lo    so.    they    would    inevitablv    lose    the 
Mipporl  of  all  the  other  I'rovii.ces.      It  is  at  this  point 
tli.il  a  chap^e  of  partyism  is  mad". 

rile  other  considerations  before  the  Government 
inu^t  have  been  certain  -reat  principles  of  national 
i'"Iicy.  Ihe  formal  participation  of  Canada  in  an 
Imperial  demonstration  chie  to  the  imminence  of  war. 
•'"d  more  clearly  st,ll  participation  in  actual  warfare', 
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involved  the  follDuiiij^  principles:  First,  the  principle 
of  closer  relationship  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  !-",mpire  ;  second,  the  princijjle  of  sharing;  in  the 
defence  of  Imperial  interests;  th  rd,  the  principle  of 
militarism  in  itself,  it  beini;  p'ossible  to  ret^ard  the 
event  as  the  inaut^iirition  of  a  polic\-  of  Ljreater 
expenditure  and  the  more  fretiuent  occurrence  of 
actual  conflict  for  the  people  of  C'anada  ;  fourth,  the 
tjeneral  |)rinciple  of  taking;-  part  in  that  which  Canada 
had  had  no  voice  in  deternlinin,l,^  |)articularly  as  no 
real  necessit)-  appeared  at  that  time  for  takini;  pari 
at  all.  How  far  these  principles  had  been  acted  upon 
b_v  former  Administrations,  or  were  con>istent  with 
the  professed  views  of  the  Liberal  party,  had  to  be 
taken  into  .iccount,  as  well  as  their  probable  influence 
on  future  development. 

I'lMMi  the  fir>t  principle,  tliat  of  closer  relationship, 
in  so  far  as  it  meant  a  drawing;  totjether  in  sentiment 
anrl  mutual  under>tandinj4.  there  C(Aild  ha\e  been 
little  hesitation.  I'lven  if  it  implied  j^eneral  helpful- 
ness, there  wa--  nothing  in  the  past  histor}-  or  in  the 
present  tendenc)- of  Canadian  ])olicy.  to  raise  a  doubt. 
The  responsible  leaders  of  Canarla  have  consistently 
taken  a  stand  upon  this  principle.  It  is  true  that 
durin;.;  their  lon;^  term  in  ()|)position  the  leaders  of 
the  Liberal  part\-  inclined  toward  independence,  or 
toward  closer  relations  with  the  L'nited  States.  I'lis 
maj-  not  be  hard  to  explain,  when  we  remember  that 
aspiration  toward  independence  is  i|uite  as  natural 
in  a  self-;4overnin;4  connnunity  as  is  the  a^-piration 
toward  closer  union  in  a  British  Colony  ;  and  when 
we  remember  aUo  that  the  Coiiscr\ati\e  i^artv  cannot 
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iiitiivlv  free  itself  frf)m  the  cliar^n-  of  liaviii;^  m.'ule 
••|c.\alt\"  a  |)arty  crw  When  trade  became  the 
priinipal  issue  between  the  parties,  and  the  Liberal 
|),nU-  adopted  the  ])rinciple  of  freedom  of  trade,  they 
iiauirall)-  looked,  and  perhaps  too  exclusively,  to  the 
iK-.iiv-^t  ai\d  lari^est  market.  Since  their  advent  to 
|)o\\ir  in  iS9r)  the\-  have  acted  upon  the  principle 
of  closer  relationship  with  the  Kmpire,  as  is  shown  by 
their  tariff  reduction  on  i^'oods  iinp(jrted  from  Hritain. 
their  ad\<>cacy  of  Imperial  penny  postai;e,  and  in 
other  u<i\--.  They  have  seemed  anxious  to  remove 
am  ;4round  of  attack  on  this  score  of  "  loyalt)'."  Had 
tlu\  remained  in  Ojjposition,  the  discussions  that 
would  have  taken  ])lace  when  a  contingent  was  pro- 
))o-e(l,  would  ha\e  been  (juite  different  in  character, 
and  perhajjs  more  eunclusive.  As  thin.Ljs  were,  how- 
ex  cr.  the)-  could  have  had  no  hesitation  o\er  this  first 
principle. 

riu-  >eeond  principle,  of  sharinij  in  the  work  of 
Imperial  defence,  has  never  been  either  definitely 
ailoptcfl  or  defiiiiteh-  rejected  in  Canada.  In  1 865, 
\\\^\  jirior  to  Confedeiation,  a  delej^ation  of  Canadian 
-tatomen,  lon^istin;;  of  .Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  .Sir 
(liMij^e  !•'..  ("artier.  .Mr.  (ieor>;e  Brown,  and  .Sir  .\lex- 
ander  (ialt,  wi'ut  to  I'".n_nland  to  arran;j;e  with  the 
Inipi-rial  (iovernnient  the  matter  of  mutual  contribu- 
tion for  Imperial  ser\ ices.  The  imperial  Ciovernment 
Mi\  that  occasion  put  their  views  in  writinj^.  Althouj^h 
thi-  document  has  been  regarded  as  confidential,  it  is 
known  that  it  was  to  the  effect  that  if  Canada  would 
a'^rei'  to  s|)en<l  a  million  dollars  per  annum  on  her 
militia,  l'.ni;land  on  her  part  was  prepared  to  use  her 
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power  lo  maintain  the  interest  and  sccniil)'  of  (  aiiada. 
At  that  time  nothing;  more  was  asked. 

In  the  Confederation  debates,  Sir  |ohn  A.  Mac- 
donald  expressed  the  following;-  views:  "It  will  be 
)'ear  by  \ear  less  a  case  of  dependence  on  our  part 
and  of  o\errnlinLj  protection  on  the  part  of  the  Mother 
("onntry.  and  more  a  case  of  health)-  and  cordial  alli- 
ance. Instead  of  looUinj;'  on  as  a  merel>'  de|)endent 
Colony,  I-JiL^land  .vill  have  in  ns  a  friendly  nation  to 
stand  In-  her  in  North  .America  in  peace  as  in  war. 
1  he  peojjle  of  Australia  will  be  snch  another  nation, 
and  l'",n;4iand  will  have  this  advanta.i^e  if  her  Colonies 
|)ro_L;ress  luider  the  new-  Colonial  system,  as  I  believe 
the\-  will,  that  thon.^di  at  war  with  all  the  rest  of  the 
world,  she  will  be  able  to  look  to  the  nations  in  alliance 
with  her  and  owini,^  allegiance  to  the  same  sovereii^n, 
who  will  assist  in  enabling- h<'ra_L;ain  to  meet  the  whole 
world  in  arms  as  she  has  done  before."  These  views 
of  Imperial  relations  he  maintained  all  throiii;h  his 
lite  with  deepeniiiLj  conviction  ;  bnt  it  would  seem  that 
he  believed  theeffect  of  "  standing  by  l-.n^land  "  would 
rather  be  to  |)revent  wars  against  the  Mother  Countrv 
than  to  make  additional  wars  for  the  Colonies,  in 
1SS4  he  |)ut  the  matter  in  this  way:  "It  has  been 
saitl  we  are  runmni^  .ijreat  risk^  in  venturing;  to  make 
common  cause  with  I-In-^land.  if  I  know  the  people  of 
Canada  ari_i4ht.  they  are  willin^^  to  run  those  risks. 
Hut  there  really  is  no  risk.  When  an\-  foreiL;n  nation 
knows  that  the  thirty-five  million  people  in  I'Ji;.4land 
and  ti»e  twent>-  millions  in  the  different  Colomes,  form- 
int;  one  ijreat  nation,  will  exert  all  their  military  and 
naval  power  in  (jiie  ccjmmon  cause,  this  fact  will  pre- 
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wnt  possible  war  with  Rnj^land,  and  EnL;IaiKl  will  Ix- 
ill  C()mf)Icte  moral  domination  of  the  world,  as  was 
the  Roman  l"",in])ire  in  the  days  of  old.  Hut  we  are 
not,  as  i  said  before,  L^oin;^  to  count  the  cost.'" 

When  an  occasion  came,  in  iSS5,on  which  a  con- 
tingent miL;ht  have  been  offered  and  would  have  been 
acce|)te<l,  as  that  of  New  .South  Wales  was,  the 
( "io\ermnent  of  .Sir  lohii  Macdonald  offered  only  to 
Hro\  ide  all  facilities  for  the  enlistment  bj- the  Imperial 
authorities  of  scjldiers  in  Canada.  It  is  oiilv  fair  to 
remember  that  about  this  time  Canada  had  heavy 
oblii^atioiis  to  meet  at  home,  owin;,^-  to  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  North-West  I'erritories  and  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  Hut  these 
obligations  were  not  all  that  stood  in  the  way.  .Sir 
|ohn  Macdonald  found  difilculties  in  the  Militia  .\ct, 
and  in  the  general  powers  of  the  Canadian  (iovernment. 
I  lis  interpretation  of  these  powers  was,  apparentl}-, 
th.it  the  .sendiiiL;  of  soldiers  out  of  the  countr)-  was  an 
Imperial  act.  for  which  Canada  had  no  jurisdiction. 
.So  while  he  spoke  |)Iainly  and  authoritatively  on  the 
•general  principle,  his  own  action  did  not  throw  any 
liL^ht  on  (|uestions  of  practice. 

.Since  iSS;  C'anadian  statesmen  have  had  the 
subject  of  Imperial  defence  presented  to  them  in 
much  more  concrete  form  than  e\er  before.  On 
Nii\eml)er  j;,  |MS6,  the  Ri.L;ht  Hon.  lulward 
.Stanhiipe,  then  Secretar\-  of  .State  for  the  Colonies, 
addressed  a  nn'nute  to  the  (io\ernors  of  the  Colonies 
miller  responsible  jjjovernment,  in  which  he  stated 
that,  "in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Govermncnt, 
the  iiuestion   which  is  at  once  urgent  and  capable  of 
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ii-i'lnl  CMii-idiMMti' 111  at  ihc  i)n'-rnt  time  i--  lli;il  i>t 
iM-.mi- itiiui  Imt  inilitai-)-  (ki'riur."  Tlic  ivsult  of 
tlii-^  ■~ir_;L,i'>tiiin  w  a--  tin.- (  i  il'Miial  ( 'niifciviKC  <>t  1SS7, 
uliiili  -i-ttli'i!  iiMihiii'^  a-'  far  a>  (anad.i  wa-- (-dirtiiioiI, 
altliciti'_;h  .\'i>tralian  ( i)ntril)ntii)ns  fur  na\  al  (IrfiMur 
may  In-  Irai  rd  tn  it.  I  )(.'rmiti-  i  MiUrihiitioiH  \ui\n  tlu- 
(  (ildiiii-  t'.wai  1  maiiitainiiiL;  tlu' army  .md  na\_\-  ha\x' 
from  that  tiiiK'  iici-ii  mnrr  and  im  Ti-  --trniii^dy  iir;4i-d 
l)\  a\ii\  iiilliii'iitial  and  iiic  rr.i-iiiL;  part)  in  I'ln-Iand. 
|..  tin.'  iircpiisil-  "t"  ihr  lc.i(K'i>  of  thi-^  iiKixrmcnt, 
am"n.;  will. Ill  .nr  luimlKTcd  mrml)i.'r->  "I  tlir  pi'f^riit 
I  in  1 11  rial  (  h  i\a  rniiK'nt,  pi.  i\--|)(in-il)lr  ('anadi.in  slates- 
man  lia-  <.\er  a-rriMl.  Sir  (  liarlrN  ru]»i)er  lias  \vu,v. 
Mildly  eomhated  the  idea.  I  le  1  •pposed  il  in  I'"ili;laii(l 
w  lieii  the'  Imperial  l-'ederaliMn  l.eaL;iie  ua>  urbanised, 
and  he  has  >teadily  eniitinued  U>  uppuse  it.  I'lie 
p.  .-^itiiiii  he  ha-  taken  i-  tlial  b_\-  liuihh'iiL;  the 
Canadian  J'aeitlc  Kailuaw  by  impniviiiL;-  liarlxmr-, 
b\-  siib-idi-iii;^  -team>hip  lines,  by  ])re-er\  iiii;-  peace 
in  Canada,  In-  lecniitiiiL;  and  (h-illiiiL;  a  toixe  (if 
Mihmteers  sutTieieiit  t')  insure  i)eaee  and  also  to 
make  the  nucleus  of  a  lorie  tliat  could  defend 
ai.^ain-'t  invasion,  and  in  other  way-  In'  >tren_L;then- 
iiiL;  and  imj)ro\in;4  thi-  couiitrx'.  Canada  is  already 
inakiiiL;  a  yearly  ciaitributioii  to  tlie  effective  -treii;.4th 
of  the  i'.mpire.  lie  will  not  acc(.-])t  the  principle  of 
taxation  for  a  L^eiieral  defeiue  hmd.  At  tlu'  same 
time  he  ha-  alway-  held  that  C.mada  should,  and 
would,  come  to  the  lielp  of  the  other  parts  of  tiie 
I-',nipire   in   any   emerf^i'UC}". 

Sir   W'iltVed    l.aurier    is   not    i)ublicl_\-  on    recoid    to 
the    -ame    ixteiit    .is    Sir  Ci'.arlcs   '|'upi)er   upon    this 
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(]iicsti(jn  but  it  is  known  that  in  1S97,  at  the  time 
of  the  Jubilee,  a  mure  ur  less  complete  scheme  of 
Imperial  defence,  based  upon  contributions  b\-  the 
Colonies,  was  laid  before  liim,  and  that  he  did  not 
i;i\e  his  assent,  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  believe 
in  lari^e  specific  military  expenditure  for  Canada,  and 
also  on  ground  almost  identical  with  that  taken  b\ 
Sir  Charles  Tupper.  that  Canada  was  already  con- 
tributin.ijf  in  indirect,  but  very  real  ways  to  the 
strenijtheninLj  of  the  ICmpire.  When  in  Kni^land  at 
that  time  he,  however,  on  June  iStli,  stated  at  the 
Imperial  Institute  his  position  on  the  general  principle 
as  follows:  "  l-'nj^Iand  has  pro\cd  at  all  times  that 
she  can  fi.Ljht  her  own  battles,  but  if  a  day  wi-re  ever 
to  C(jine  when  ]"",n_L,dand  was  in  daiv^fer,  let  the  bugle 
sound,  let  the  fire  be  lit  on  the  hills,  and  in  all  parts 
of  the  Colonies,  though  we  may  not  be  able  to  do 
much,  whatever  we  can  do  will  be  done  by  the 
Colonies  to  helj^  her."  This  statement  he  interpreted 
during  the  recent  debates  in  Parliament  as  meaning 
that  the  C(jlonies  would  come  to  the  aid  of  Mngiand 
whenever  there  was  a  "  life-and-death  struggle." 

As  far.  therefore,  as  a  [)olicy  for  Canada  upon 
Imperial  defence  has  been  formed  at  all,  it  is  coii- 
tained  in  what  has  been  said  b\-  these  three  leading- 
statesmen,  read  in  the  light  of  their  actions.  It  will 
be  seen  that  they  agree  that  Canada  will  be  found 
ready  to  take  her  share  on  any  occasion  when  then- 
is  serious  danger,  but  assent  has  never  been  given 
to  the  proposition  that  she  should  contribute  as  ,1 
regular  thing,  or  when  great  danger  was  not  show  11. 
The  war  in  South  Africa  was  n<tt  looked  upon  as  a 
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-^oriMii,  w.i'-;  and  it  \v;i-;i  Ic-itiinatc  -round  A  licsi- 
tati..,  tocciiMdn-  liow  tar  Canada's  o.ntribiilinn  to 
it  would  inakr  a  lu-u  departure  in  lu  r  i)oli(.\-, 

I'lir  third  priiuiiiK-.  tliat  of  ;nilitari-.Mi  for  Canad.i, 
c.muidr-  in  |m.i  with  tlic  prrrcdin:.;,  and  i-  parti}' 
.li^ti,-,,  I.  To  lake  i)art  in  tlu'  South  African  war, 
which  wa-^  wA  rr-ardol  at  lir-t  a-  a  really  n-rious 
war,  ini'jht  l)rt.>  -ct  a  ])rr.rik'nt  for  takini;'  part  ni 
nian\  other  war-,  whuh  niiL;ht  !><•  r\i'n  k--s  -criou- 
So  not  ,.nl\  wa-,  ii  a  (jur-tion  whctlur  Canada  diould 
(MU'.rihutr  i"  linpi'rial  di-frncc.  hut  aUo  wlu-tlii-r  -^lu- 
-h.'uld  hc-in  t'.  t.ikr  p,ut  in  an\-  war-  th;'.t  were  not 
al)-oIutel\-  iu'ii>--ai)  lot  llu  |>r..tcvtion  of  the  i-scn- 
ti.il  iutcrc- 1-. 

Sl.itrd  a-  a  -cnrral  prop. -ition,  the  fourth  prin- 
ciple, thai  Canada  -liould  take  part  in  that  wliich  ^he 
liail  had  n.>  \o;ce  in  hrin;_;ini;  at)onl,  ami  would  h,i\e 
11..  \..ice  in  cnln  .llin-,  nu-ht  well  -ive  p.iuse  to 
thosr  ill  wliMUi  the  feelin-  of  n.iti.  .nho.  .d  i-  -.tn-n-. 
Canada  wa-  u.  it  ..in-ulted  In  tiie  Ihiti-h  (io\ern- 
luent  at  an\-  time  dnriiiL;  the  dealin--  with  the  S.puth 
African  pr. -hleni.  I'.nou-h  wa>  not  kn..wn  t..  enable 
a  i;i-t  jud-iueut  to  l>e  f.rnied.even  l>\  ini'inhei-'  of 
I'arliainent.  Il  nii-ht  he  t.iken  l'.>r  i;ranti(l  that  tlie 
...ur-e  ..f  the  Imperial  (io\ernnient  \\a-  wi-e  and 
li-ht  I'.iit  actuall>  t.>  :.;o  tu  w.n-  in  -n.  h  ( udnn- 
-tance-  w.i>  t""  nuuh  like  ailoptin-  the  attitude 
known  in  tlie  Cinled  State-  ,i-^  ' -t.nidnii;  IhIuikI  the 
Adinini-tr.iti.iu."  whether  ^\  hat  wa-  •loiu-  wa-  ri'^lit 
,,i-  not,  t..  acx.rd  with  the  diL;nil\'  of  a  c<.nnnuiiit\- 
that  lia-  ckiiniid  t"  l)e  a  nati.m  I'.illu'r  i)ain-  -hould 
he   taken    t"   hei..nie   -ati-fie.l,   infli|  .endenth  ,  .  m    tl'.e 
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justice  (»f  a  cause,  or  a  necessity  fnr  railyiii,:^  to  the 
tlefeiice  of  the  Kmpire,  which  is  iiuite  a  cUffeicut 
|)r<)bleiri,  should  appear. 

It  is  ie.i>o:i.ii;!\-  certain  the  (jovernnieiit  recoi,Miise(i 
tliat  all  these  threat  principles  were  at  >take.  and  that 
the  decision  arrived  at  would  be  of  criti<-al  im- 
portance, riiat  th.eir  fuial  action  wa-^  due  to  a 
careful  judj^irent  ujjon  qu^-^tions  of  i)rinciple  is, 
however,  extrcinel)-  doubtful.  The  insistent  de- 
mand- of  a  majorit)  of  the  jjeople,  the  dauL^er  to 
dome-tic  h.irmon>- of  loiiL^e'-  ilel.i),  and  the  positive 
state  of  e\i).'Ctani._\-  of  the  Imperial  authorities.  ])rob- 
,ibl\  m.ide  the  decision  one  of  e.\pLdie;v.-\-  r.ither 
than  <if  principle.  ,^ 


% 


1 


(  ii.M'H'.k  III 


1.1  >\  I  kWll  N  I     At    I  |i  IN 


0\  Inly  ^1,  1  Siy<),  w  itliin  ,i  ti-w  (l,i_\^  uf  thi.' cIk^i.' of 
the  n;4ii!,ir  sr,,j.,n  >  <(  Parliament.  Sir  W'ilfVi'.l  I.auricr 
a-knl  Icavi.-,  with  tiir  iinaniiii'iUs  iiin-^(.'iit  of  tb.c 
I  luii^i- of  (  (pmiii' >n^.  t.i  iiitcniipt  tin-  ri-L;iilar  ci>iii-^c 
III  i)ii-'iiu--  in  c  ndir  tn  uHVr  ciTtain  ri'suhitinns,  whiili 
In-  i)i.'li(\  (,'il  wiTi'  ri'ndiTi'il  a|i|)iM|M"iati'  by  the  --tatr  of 
tln'nL;-^  rsi'-linL;  in  .i  di^t.uit  t  ouiitry  inidrr  tin-  -u/.v- 
rainty  of  \\vy  Majr-tv.  I'lu.'-c  ri'>oliilii>ii>  wiiv  a> 
tujli  \\\  >  :   - 

"1.  Ki-ol\i(|.  That  tln'>  llou-'r  ha-  vii-UL'd  with 
rr;^n  t  the  t  om|)h\'.itioii-  \\ln\h  ha\i-  ati>i'n  in  tin- 
'l"ran-\.i.d  Rcpiihlit .  of  wiiiih  I  lir  Maji'-'tx'  is 
Su/riain,  liom  iIk'  refusal  to  accord  to  llcr  M.iii-^tv  -^ 
>iil)ii'Ct-,  now  -M'ttlcil  in  that  ivum'oii,  aiiy  adciju.itc 
participation  in  it-  L;o\irnnu'nl  ; 

"2.  Kc-ol\td,  That  ihi-  l|oii-c  iia-  learned  with 
-till  i;ualer  re;.;ret  that  the  condilioii  of  thin;^-  there 
e\i-tin;4  ha-  rt'-nltt'd  in  intoleralile  op])ri'--ion,  and 
ha-  produci'd  ;^ri'at  and  daii'i'rou- e\i  itenuMil  .nnoiii; 
-everal  ela--e-  of  |  |ir  M.ne-ty-  -iihject-  in  ller 
South    Atrii  .ni   |)o--e--ion-  ; 
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"3.  Kc-olvcd.  That  tliis  IIoii^c,  rcproeiiliiii;  a 
|^M)|)lc  which  h,i>  lart,^el\  succocdod  by  the  adupli-.n 
•  )|"  tlic- i)rincii)lr  of  coiiccfhn-  (-•(lual  political  ri-lu-^  to 
cw-yy  |)ortiuii  of  the  poiJiilatioii,  in  hannotiisini; 
estraiiLieinents  and  in  pnxhicini^  [general  content  with 
the  existini;  system  of  L;,)\ei-nment,  (le->ire>  to  expros 
its  >ynipatli\-  with  the  efforts  of  Her  Majestv's 
Imperial  authorities  to  obtain  for  the  subjects  of  Her 
Majesty  who  have  taken  u\)  their  abode  in  tiie  Trans, 
vaal  such  measures  of  justice  and  political  reco.^nition 
a-  ina>-  be  found  neces^arv'  to  secure  them  in  the  full 
possession  of  et|ual  ri;4hts  and  liberties." 

On  his  r'asons  for  intmducinu   the  res. dutions  the 
I'reinii-r  said  ;  "  If  I    be  asked.  What   is  the  reason  of 
this   e\i)re-si..ti   of  sympathy,   wh.it   object   would    it 
serve,  what   result  would   it  effect  :■'   1    siini)ly  answer  : 
The  object  to  be  sou-IU  is  thai  we  should  evlen<l  lo 
our    ft-Ilow-countr\-men     in     .South    .\frica    the    ri-hl 
hand  of  L;.pod  fellowship,  that  we  should  assure  them 
that  our  heart  is  with  them,  .md  that  in  our  jud;4ment 
the\- are  m  the  rii;ht  :  the  object  would  be  to  assure 
the  Imperial  .luthoritics,  wlio  ha\e  taken  in   hand  the 
cause  of  tin-  ritlanders,  that  on  that  (|ueslion   wi-  are 
at  one  with  them,  and  that  the>  are  also  in  the  ri-ht 
and  perh.ips  the  elVect  mi-ht  be  also  that  this  mark  of 
sympatlu,    of   univers.il    syujpalh)'.   i-\tendin|.;    trom 
continent     to    mntinenl     .md    encirilin;^     the    L;lobe 
mi';ht    cause    wiser    nm\    more    humane    counsels    to 
prevail  in  the   I'ransv.ial  .md  possibly  .ivert   the  awful 
arbitrament  of  w.ir." 

The    I'n-nner  also   rcul   .1   K'tter  from    Sit    I'h.ules 
'liipper,   the   le.ider  of  the  ( )(.posilion,   in   which   the 
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latter  stated  that  lu-  thouiilit  uc  were  "bound  to  ;^n'vc 
all  the  aid  in  our  jjouerto  Her  Majesty's  Governmert 
in  the  present  crisis."  Tlie  resolutions  were  seeondLd 
b\-  Mr.  I'oster,  ri-|)re>entin;4  t''*-"  Opposition,  and  sup- 
ported in  short  speeclies  b\-  .Mr.  .McNeill  and  .\Ir. 
N.  C  larke  Wallace.  I'here  \\a^  no  discussion  Sir 
Wilfrid  I.aurier  then  nio\ed,  seconded  b\-  Mr.  I'oster, 
"that  a  copy  of  these  resolution^  be  transmitted  to 
Her  Majest\-'s  principal  .Secretary  of  .State  for  the 
Colunies  l)y  the  Speaker  of  this  House."  I'he  motion 
was  ai^reed  to,  all  the  members  risiiii;  to  their  feet 
.uu\  siii-ini;  the  .National  .\ntheni.  Similar  re>o- 
Uitioiis  were  pas-ed  by  t!ie  .Senate,  the  speech  of 
Hon.  David  Mills,  the  Minister  of  Ju>tice,  in  mo\  in- 
their  ;i(lo|)tion,  bein^;  the  only  one  in  either  I  louse 
that  showed  an)-  wide  Unowledije  of  the  ficts. 

These  resolutions  are  the  l)e;4ininiiL;  fi..m  uhicl; 
the  coiMse  of  official  ,i  tion  maybe  traced.  .\-,  I'.ir- 
liament  was  prorogued  a  fewdays  Liter,  and  did  not 
meet  ai^ain  until  the  f-llowin-  |-Vbruar\-,  there  i> 
no  other  I'arliameiitar}- action  to  n-cord  pre\iou>  to 
the  despatch  of  tn.ups.  On  July  i  uh  l.ieut.-(  ..I. 
HuLihes  h.id  called  the  attention  of  I'arli.nnenl  to 
(Jueensland's  offer  of  a  contingent,  and  had  ur-ed 
the  (lovernment  to  make  ,i  likt-  offer  on  behalf  t.f 
Canada.  .\t  that  time  the  matter  was  passed  o\rr 
with  a  few  words  e\|)ressin-  the  hope  that  the  difle- 
reni  es  wc.uld  lu;  adjusted  without  a  resmt  to  w.n.  .\s 
has  alreadv  been  intimated,  a  deli'-ate  from  the  South 
African  I.ea-,Mie  then  visited  Ottawa  and  api>ro,iehed 
both  piirties  with  .i  view  to  sfcurin;^  tlu-  introduetion 
of   resolutions.      |'re>>    despatches    from    I'ai-land   at 
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about  the  same  time  cmivcycd  the  idea,  which  was 
iKj  doubt  correct,  that  such  action  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  ilie  Imperial  (ioveriiment.  Sir  Charles 
TupiJer  has  jjublicly  >tated  tiiat  he  was  uinvillin;^  to 
introduce  resolutions  from  the  ()pp(J^ition  benches,  and 
instead  of  doin;,;  anxthiny;  that  mii;ht  prejudice  the 
matter  b\-  ;j;i\in_L;  it  the  appearance  of  part\ism,  he 
went  personally  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  with  one  of 
the  abo\e-mentioned  pros  despatches  in  his  hand, 
and  talked  tlu-  ([uestioii  o\er  with  him.  .sir  W  ilfrid 
I.aurier  said  he  was  |)repared  to  introduce  resoluti<Mis 
on  the  3i>t  inst.,  and  as  .Sir  Charles  Tupijer  could 
Hot  be  present  on  th.it  (Kite  a  ilraft  was  sent  for  liis 
a])pro\al. 

What  innnediatel)-  followed  belongs  rather  to 
popular  ai^itation  than  to  (iovernment  action;  but 
tlie  attitude  of  the  public  was  bein;^  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Cio\ernment  1)\-  the  newspajier  ])re>s, 
In-  occasion. d  memoriiils,  and  also  by  the  offers  for 
service  in  South  .\frica.  uliich  were  made  throu,L;h  the 
(iener.d  Officer  Comniandin;^.  .Some  of  the  |)rincip.d 
olfer-'  thus  receiw(l  were  the  follow  in;^: 

l.ieut.-Col.  S.  IIuL;hes,  M.l'..  l,indsa>-,  Ontario, 
lommiindini;  45th  Matlalion,  offering;-  to  enrol  or 
command  .i  reL;iment  or  briL;,i(L  of  (anadi.ms. 

I.ieut.-Col.  Rol.md  W  .  (iret;()ry.  St.  Catharines. 
(Jnt.iiio,  commandin;,;'  _'nd  1  )ra|4oon-<,  offerin;^  servico 
o|  th.it  re^iiiHut  ;   tlii-^  ofier  w.is  m.ide  tui  June  Jolh. 

I.ieul.-l'ol.  I.  II.  I.loyd.  Newni.irket,  Ontario, 
connnandin;^  I  _nh  Kattalion  \'ork  Kan;^er-^,  offering; 
services  of  tiiat   battalion, 

Lieut. -Col.  J.    Iluyhes,  I'orl    Hope,  Ontario,  coin- 
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mandini^  46th  HattHliuii.  placing  the  services  of  that 
corps  at  the  disposal  of  the  (iovenuneiit. 

Major  Geort^e  Thomas  Cooke,  of  the  jStli  Hatta- 
h'on,  Stratford,  Ontario,  offerinij  to  raise  a  Company 
in  the  County  of  IVrth. 

Lieut.-Col.  J.  1'.  Cooke,  Montreal,  commanilini;  ist 
I'rincc  of  W'ale.^'s  l-"usiHers,  offerinj,^  services  of  that 
corps,  winch  he  was  ready  to  increase  to    l,000  men. 

Maj(jr  \\  .  A.  W  eeks.  connnandiiiLj  Charlottetow  n 
I'rince  lulward  Island  ICn^'ineer  Compan\-,  offerinj,^ 
that  company. 

Lieut. -Col.  C".  S.  I'^llis,  Sarnia.  Ontario,  commandiiiij 
:?7th  Hattalion,  offerinij  his  battalion. 

Lieut. -Col.  C.  W.  Schaffner,  .Melvern  .Scjuare,  N..S.. 
commandin;^  69th  liattalion.  offeiini,'  his  services  as 
well  as  tho.^e  of  tiie  other  officers  and  men  of  his 
corps. 

Lieut. -Col.  11.  M.  (.'amphell,  .Su^>e\,  N.ii.,  com- 
manding;- Sth  Hussars,  offeriiiL;  to  raise  a  volmiteer 
s(|ua<^lron   from  his  regiment. 

Lieut. -Col.  J.  M,  thecklev,  I'rescott.  Ontario,  com- 
mandiiiL;  5f)th  Hattalion,  offering;  services  of  that 
corps. 

Taking;  them  at  their  full  value,  according  to  the 
otablishments  of  the  v.irious  corps  or  the  definite 
number  stated,  thesi'  offers  aggregate  4.500  men  ; 
and  there  were  man)-  other  offers  from  individual 
officers  and   men,  and  from  smaller  gruu|is. 

I'ouard  tlu- end  of  Septemhi'r  .Sir  Charles  'I'upper 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  movement,  by  coming 
out  unmistakabh-  for  the  sending  of  a  contingent  bv 
the  Cjovermneiit  and  tendering  his  suppuri  in   I'.irlia- 
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ment  for  ;i  ratification  of  anxtliiiiLj  it  iniL;ht  be 
iicces.sar\-  to  do.  Ho  had  just  returned  from 
Mni^land.  While  in  l-'nyland  he  had  been  in 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  coiild 
state  with  assurance  that  the  C(jntini;ent  would  be 
'uarmly  welcomed  by  the  British  Government." 
I'he  July  resolutions  were  pointed  to  as  sufficient 
preliminary  authorisation.  I'nfortunately,  nearly 
evcrythiiiL;  in  Canada  is  taken  up  in  a  partisan 
spirit,  and  even  this  important  national  subject  did 
not  esca|)e  on  either  side  some  partisan  admi.xture. 
.So  far  the  ("Kjvernment  had  been  silent.  They  did 
not  attempt  to  lead  ])ublic  opinion.  The  situation 
was  difficult,  not  onl)-  because  of  the  principles 
involved,  but  als(j  because  of  uncertaint)-  as  to  the 
attitude  of  some  sections  of  the  country.  lUit  an 
official  utter.uice  was  precipitated  by  the  publication, 
on  October  ^rd.of  an  article  in  ihv  ('(t//iii//in/  Militiiiy 
(la.cttc.  The  (ni'^ittc  is  a  military  paper,  under 
|)rivate  control.  Special  jjains  were  taken  to  Ljive 
|)ublicity  to  this  particular  article,  .\dvance  proofs 
were  ^ent  to  the  dail)-  papers,  which  iniblished  the 
article  simultaneously  with  its  appearance  in  the 
(ia:ith\  [)refacin_L;  it  with  some  such  remark  as  that 
the  ('ni.cttt  was  "in  clo>e  touch  with  the  ilcati- 
c|uarters  Staff  at  Ottawa."  The  article  be;;an  :  "If 
war  should  Ije  commenced  in  the  'Iransvaal  which 
seems  most  probable- the  offer  of  ;i  force  from  the 
Canadian  militia  for  service  will  be  made  In  the 
Canadian  ( iovernment. '  There  followed  details  of 
the  composition  of  the  force  and  the  methods  of 
organisation.      Was   this   article  merel)-  the   ,L;uess  of 
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the  editors  of  the  (in'jette,  who  then  wished  to  make 
the  most  of  a  starthii;^  [)iece  of  "news"?  Did  it 
represent  the  intentions  of  the  Government?  Or  was 
it  prompted  by  some  one  at  lieadcjuarters,  or  else- 
where, for  the  jjiirpose  of  forcinj^  the  issue?  As  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laiirier,  on  behalf  of  the  Ciovernment, 
immediatel)'  disavowed  it,  tiie  conclusion  gained 
i^round  that  it  represented  the  views  of  Major- 
Geueral  Hutton,  the  Imperial  officer  holdincj  the 
position  of  (ieneral  Officer  Commandin;^.  If  this 
was  the  case  and  the  latter  was  responsible  for  the 
publication  of  the  article,  it  carried  the  suj^^estion  of 
a  conflict  between  the  Imperial  element  in  tlie 
administration  of  the  Militia  and  the  Canadian 
Government,  which  if  followed  up  might  lead  to 
iiiterestin;4  discoveries. 

.\t  this  |M)int  an  inquiry  as  to  the  attitude  of  the 
Imperial  (iovernnient  and  the  rejiresentatives  of  that 
(jcwernment  seems  ])ertinent.  It  ma\-  be  said  at  the 
fiutset  that  no  direct  or  circumstantial  evidence  is 
obtainable  to  connect  Major-(ieneral  Hutton  with  the 
article  in  tlie  Military  (iazrfh'.  The  article  may  have 
been  a  renderiiiLj  of  what  was  believed  to  be  Major- 
(ienerai  Iliitton's  o|)inion.  To  imaj^ine,  however,  that 
he  would  deiiberatelv-  arrange  for  the  publication  of 
such  a  statement  is  to  imagine  him  read)  to  resort 
to  ver)'  «laring,  and  rather  questionable  measures  in 
order  to  force  the  hand  of  the  Government.  This 
explanation  is  quite  untenable.  Hut  there  is  no  doubt 
that  Major-General  Hutton  had  plans  all  read\- for 
the  raising  of  a  contingent.  Like  a  good  soldier,  he 
was   prepared   IxToirhand.      If  a   i^iiow  ledge   of  this 
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fact  tianspiivd,  ji'urnali^tic  cMitcr|)rist.' ui>u'(l  account 
for  what  followed.  It  may  he  thought  that  tliis  is 
i;i\inL;  i)roniin(.'ncc  to  a  lri\ial  incident,  i)iit  it  vas  far 
from  tri\i,il  in  li  I'ffect--.  It  can>cd  an  important 
Goxcrnmcnl  declaration  :  and  l)ecaiise  it  was  siippo.-od 
to  makt-  an  e.\po--ure  <if  ditlerences  hi;t\\eeii  the 
(ioxernmeiU  ami  tlie  (i. ().('.,  it  heii)ed  to  hriiiij  to 
a  head  the  dilterence^  that  really  existed,  which 
ultimately  re^ull'vj  in  Major-tieneral  llutton's 
re>i!_;nation. 

At  a  farewell  i)an(|Uet  tendered  him  b\-  the  Militia 
officers  i)f  Ottawa,  after  mentiomuL;  encourai;inLj 
features,  Maior-tleneral  Ilutton  said:  "I  should, 
however,  feel  more  Impeful  of  the  future  of  Canada  if 
the  (io\ernment  had  c\er  sjiown  acti\e  interest  in  our 
rc-cent  efforts  for  a  hiL;her  efficiency,  or  indicated  their 
appro\aI  of  the  princi|)les  upon  which  om^  etiorts  are 
based.  I  would  a>k  }-ou,  howewr,  in  all  seriousness, 
not  to  supiKise  that  a  se\erance  of  my  ties  with  you 
is  due  to  pett_\-  misunderstandin;.4s  witii  the  Minister 
of  Militia  upon  minor  issues  of  appointments  or 
disciplinary  matters,  hut  that  it  is  due  to  broader, 
deeper,  and  \a-^tly  more  imi)ortant  issues."  What 
were  these  i>-ues^  I'lidoiibtedl)',  as  he  saw  them, 
they  were  the  princi|ile--  underlying;  the  new  doctrine 
of  co-o])erati\e  Im|)erial  defence.  .\>  the  (io\ern- 
ment  <,iw  the  i-^si\  bi-lween  tlu-m,the_\  relali'd  rather 
to  the  nuihoils  adopted  by  the  (i. ().('.  in  attempting; 
to  a|)])Iy  this  doctrine  in  practice. 

l"o  create  a  iomprehen->i\e  -^x-^tem  of  co-operati\e 
Imperial  defence  i-  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  tlu' 
present    jiriti^h    ('<ilonial    policy.       The   (  olonies    are 
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often  coiv^ratiilatcd  ii[)iiii  takinij  the  lead  i>n  Imperial 
(liiestions  ;  but  if  this  is  true  in  anxthin^,  it  certainh' 
is  not  true  in  Imperial  defence.  In  his  Hirminj^ham 
speech  of  May  13,  1S9S,  Mr.  Chamberlain  said:  "We 
stand  alone,  and  we  ma)-  be  confronted  with  such  a 
combination  as  that  I  have  indicated  to  \'ou.  W'liat 
is  the  first  duty  of  a  (ioverninent  under  these  circum- 
stances? I  say,  without  licsitation.  that  the  first  duty 
is  to  draw  all  parts  of  the  l-'.mpire  closer  to;_;ethcr,  to 
infuse  into  them  a  spirit  of  united  and  of  Imi)erial 
patriotism.  We  have  not  nej^lected  that  primarx' 
duty.  We  have  pursued  it  steadfastlx',  and  with 
re>uit-.  tli.it  are  patent  t<>  all  the  wurld.  Never  before 
in  the  history  of  the  British  I'",m|)ire  have  the  ties 
which  connected  us  with  our  i;reat  Colonies  and 
dependencies  been  stronger ;  never  before  has  the 
sense  of  common  interests  in  trade  and  in  <lefence  and 
in  war — never  before  has  the  sense  of  these  interests 
been  moie  stroni^ly  felt  or  more  cordiall)-  expressed.'' 
I-"irmlv  believin"-  for  vears  that  this  is  the  first  dut\-, 
Mr.  Chamberlan;  and  others  have  set  themselves  to 
fulfil  it.  The  common  interests  '  in  defence  and  in 
war"  have  been  especially  en^ai^ini;  their  attention. 
The  ma;4nificent  displav  of  the  naval  and  military 
resources  of  the  I'.mpire.  i;iven  in  1S97,  was  parti)'  for 
a  warnini^  to  the  foreii;n  world  and  partly  for  an 
arousin^r  of  the  Colonies.  .Mr.  Chamberlaiii  elociuentl)' 
ai)plied  the  lessons  in  his  speech, on  June  24th  of  that 
)-ear,  to  the  Colonial  I'remiers.  He  made  diplomatic 
suj^i^estions.  I'pon  one  point  he  said  :  "  That,  how- 
ever, is  a  matter  which,  like  ever)thin_>;  else  which  I 
am    puttiiiLj  before    \(»u.   is    not    a    recommendation 
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which  has  rm>-  pressure  hcliind  it  ;  it  is  merely  a 
siiLji^estinii  ti>  he  tal^eii  U|)  by  you  vohiiitarily  if  it 
coinmeiuls  itself  to  your  minds."  Hut  the  Imperial 
("io\  eminent  is  too  \\i-;c  aiul  too  much  in  earnest  to 
have  waited  passively  ever  since  for  entirely  spon- 
taneous response-^. 

As  far  as  Can.ida  is  concerned,  the  matter  was 
followed  up  In  tl  •  sending  out,  in  the  summer  of 
iScjS,  of  a  committee  of  military  and  naval  e\|)erts 
to  >tudy  coiit'itions  and  consider  (juestions  relatiiiLj 
to  the  orL;anisation  of  the  militia  and  the  improve- 
ments of  the  defences  as  factors  in  the  defence  of  the 
l*.mj)ire  ;  to  consider  also  how  to  obtain  that  up.i- 
formit\-  in  the  trainini;.  e(|uipment,  and  terms  of 
ser\ice  of  Militia  which  would  fit  them  to  co-operate 
with  the  Im|H'rial  forces  in  cases  of  emeri;enc\-  ;  and 
to  report  uijon  the  possihilit)-  of  recruitiuL;-  in  Canada 
for  the  Imperial  arm}'  and  navy,  and  also  u|)on  the 
a(l\  isabilit}-  of  an  interchan_L;e  between  Canadian  and 
Imi)eri.il  troops  for  service  outside  of  Canada.  In 
fact,  the_\-  were  sent  out  to  investii^ate  just  the  plans 
of  co-o])cration  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  su_L;'L;ested 
to  the  I'rtMnic-rs.  It  ma>-  not  be  without  siL;!iificance 
that  the  I'ew  ( iovernor-Cieneral,  I.ord  .Minto,  ap- 
pointed in  Jul\-  of  that  year,  was  a  soldier.  It  was 
then.  also,  that  Colonel  llutton  was  selected  for  the 
post  ot   Ciemial   ( )fl"icer  CommandiiiL;. 

Major-(;cneral  K.  I'.  II.  llutton  has  jjnned  himself 
a  man  of  exceptional  capacity.  That  he  is  a  thoroUL^h 
soldier  he  had  plainl)- demonstrated,  e\  en  before  the 
South  .\fricaii  war.  l>ut  it  would  seem  that  he  is 
more  than   a  mere  s(ildier.      lie    has    \ny^v    purposes 
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before  hini.  If  Uv  in  /  ju(lL;e  b)-  his  rcccjrd  in 
Australia,  as  ucl!  as  in  Canada,  the  threat  object  t<» 
which  he  has  devoted  himself  is  co-operative  Imperial 
defence.  In  a  paper  he  read  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Colonial  Institute  in  .\pril,  1.S9S.  he  indicated 
the  lines  ipon  which  lie  thous,dit  it  wise  to  work.  .\ 
study  of  this  paper  and  the  discussion  it  evoked 
leaves  the  impression  that  Major-(}eneral  Ilutton  is 
one  of  the  most  practical  of  all  who  are  euLjac^ed  upon 
this  problem.  lie  thought  his  audience  would  hold 
him  justified  in  treating;  of  such  a  subject  if,  "  by 
e.Xjjlaim'n^^  a  system  which  has  been  officially  recoj;- 
niscd  as  .M.und,  I  lia\e  even  in  a  small  degree  shown 
h<jw  the  words  of  the  Secretary  of  .State  for  the 
Colonies  on  Imperial  patriotism  and  the  [iresenting 
of  a  united  and  uibroken  front  to  all  the  I--m[jire's 
fues;  may  be  brought  into  practice,  and  how  the 
varied  streams  of  our  National  and  Colcjnial  existence 
ma>-  be  conilucted  into  one  channel,  where  their 
mingled  waters  can  flow  on  together  with  regene- 
rating strength  and  grandeur  to  the  end  of  time." 

With  this  object  in  view,  and  in  this  spirit,  he 
undertook  his  duties  in  Canada.  He  was  in  a  sense 
a  political  agent  and  not  onl\-  a  drillmaster.  l-'.very 
opportunity  was  taken  advantage  of  to  forward  the 
cause,  b\-  methods  of  organisation  aiul  by  personal 
influence.  \'et  he  was  so  far  from  being  an  agitator 
that  few,  if  any,  realised  the  work  he  was  doing. 
The  C}overnment  woulil  naturallv  feel,  if  the\-  did 
not  see,  that  he  was  aiming  at  more  than  the  mere 
carrying  out  of  any  polic\-  they  might  Ia\-  down.  If 
they  began  to  resent  this,  on   principle,  icw  Colonials 
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winild  wdiulcr  ill  it.  1 1  w.i-^  in  the  liiu-  of  Iiis  work  to 
note  cvcrxthing  that  could  alTcct  just  such  a  crisis  as 
arose  over  the  South  African  trouble.  lie  niii^ht  even 
know  l)etter  than  the  ( io\ernnient  what  the  Militia 
were  rea'K-  to  do,  and  how  far  public  opinion  in  some 
ijuarter^  had  been  prepared.  If,  in  the  circumstances, 
he  not  only  doind  that  .i  contingent  should  be 
offered,  but  was  pii-,iti\e  th.it  it  could  be  rai>ed,  and 
Would  be  api)ro\eil  by  a  niajoritv  of  the  people,  he 
nii^^ht  e.isil\  apjiear  to  exceed  hi^  functions.  A  sen.se 
of  friction  there  must  ha\e  been,  for  Major-Cieneral 
I  hitton  left  Ottawa  on  a  trip  of  in-pection  to  tjie 
I'aciti'-  co.ist  on  .Si|)teniber  Jdth,  and  remained  awa)- 
friim  Iiead(|uarters  dm-ini;  all  the  time  the  contin;^ei\t 
w.i>  bein;^  orL;,ini>ed,  ri-turnint.;  onl_\  in  time  to  be 
present  w  nen  it   left  (juebec. 

I'nder  these  conditions  the  publication  of  the 
article  in  the  Mililiity  (iautti-  wi>uld  not  help 
matters.  If  the  ( io\i'rmnent  and  the  ( i.( ). I '.  do  not 
a;.4ree  upon  principk-s  or  methods,  it  is  a  serious 
matter  at  .m_\-  time.  Hut  i  lie  opinion  of  tin- 
(i. ().('.,  in  oi)position  to  the  (iovevnment.  can  appear 
in  print  at  .i  critic. il  moment.it  is  e\ieediiiL,iy  serious. 
Tiiis  dues  not  mi'.m,  either  that  M.ijor-tieiieral  llutton 
had  .my  intention  of  letting  his  \ieus  he  known,  or 
th.it  the  (iosernment  thoiii;ht  he  h.id  anxthin;^  to  do 
witli  it.  Hut  tlu'  accident  wmild  ri'\e.il  in  a  new 
li-ht  I'l  the  (iovermnent  the  difficulties  of  a  situ.ition 
in  which  tiie  (io\i'inment  \v  ■  re  responsibk-  to  the 
peo|ile  for  the  |)olic\- of  military  administration,  .md 
)ct  the  administration  itself  w.is  l.iri;el>  i;i  the  li.uids 
of  .1  masterful  man  with  fixed  purjjoses.      .\s  soon  as 
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tlu-  (lowniinciit  |)ci-siia(lL-cl  thoinsclvo  that  this  was 
tlic  >itiiati<)ii.  tlie  rcsi;^ii,iti()ii  or  recall  of  Majdi'- 
(iciicral  lliitldii  l)ccaiiic  iiicvitalMc.  The  iku  (i. ().('. 
lias  Ix'eii  appointed  for  one  >ear  only.  After  that 
a  Canadian  may  hold  the  office,  and  tlie  people  nia\- 
appro\e. 

When  .Major-(ieiier,il  lliittoii  wa^  lca\inL;  thi> 
country  he  >.iid.  as  we  ha\e  seen,  that  the  (jo\ern- 
inent  had  not  indicated  their  appro\al  of  the  prin- 
ciples ui)oii  which  his  effort>  were  ba>ed,  .md  that 
the  niisiinderstandin;_;s  were  upon  lar^e  i>sue>.  In 
October.  i.S<^S,  shortlv'  after  hi>  arrival  in  (.'anada. 
he  w.is  interviewed  hya  ripri>entati\e  of  the  Toronto 
.Uir//  and  r.)iipirt\  who  diri'Cted  his  attention  to 
re_)()rts  cabled  from  London  that  the  appointnierit 
of  Lord  Minto  as  ("io\ernor-(ieneral,  and  his  own 
appointment  as  (ieiiera!  Officer  ( 'ommandiiiL;.  were 
due  to  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Ihitish  authori- 
ties to  di'vclop  a  scheme  of  Imperial  defence  in 
("anada.  His  al^^uer  was  discreet:  "  .\n}-  ch.iii;_;e, 
alteration,  or  de\elopment  which  may  be  conceivid 
or  carried  out  a«-  rej^^ards  the  Canadian  forces  is 
pinil\-  one  for  the  Canadian  Government.  I  he 
(icneral  Officer  (  onimandin;^  carrie>  out  the  pojic)- 
indicated  to  him  b)-  the  people  speaking;  tlirou|^li 
their  representatives."  If  we  compare  this  statement 
with  the  former  one,  we  see  how  far  he  liad  tra\clled 
in  his  \  iew  of  the  nature  i.^^  his  wurk  in  this  country. 
When  lea\in;4,  lie  admitted  h.ivin;;  worked  upon  prin- 
ciples which  the  (.anailian  (io\eniment  had  never 
approved.  In  order  to  understand  this,  it  is  neces- 
sary to   realise  that  lie  considered   the  object  before 
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him  ;is  -,ii|Mvni;-Iy  impwitaiU,  .iiid  the  --chruu-  upon 
which  1k'  \\.i>  WdikiiiL;  as  mK'  uflkiallN  l^.■(.•ll^ni•^c(l 
ill  I-".nL;laiKl  a^  ^i>uii(l.  It  would  appi-ar  that  the 
( ji)\i.'nimfnl  wrrr  nut  kmi'^i.  imi^  nf  liaxiiii^  .iiu' 
(liiancl  with  iiiiu  upon  lii>  iiltimati'  Dhjcct.  I'lV- 
>mn.tl)Iy  tlu'v  wmild  Ik-  rca<l\",  as  <.  ■  lt\'  Cnlnnial 
(ii  ixcriimciit  vMiuld  hi',  tn  CKiisidcr  aii_\'  sclicinf  he 
iiii;_;ht  present,  aIthiiUL;li  tlieir  Dtfici.il  rc-piv^ciU<iti\c 
li.id  ii'ii  hilly  .iccepted  the  priiiciple  when  in  l.oiid(,'i 
m  |S()7,  and  aUhmr^h  no  ri.'sp<in>il)li'  leader  in 
Canada  had  e\ei  aeeepli'd  it.  Ihit  if  in  pionii 'tin;^ 
tlu'  iibjcct  l>i  which  hi'  wa--  de\<)le<l  the  lj.(  ).L.  both 
;n>i->ted  iipim  tlu'  ■>lriel  letter  i  if  his  power-^  and 
.i>^iirni<l  i^realer  nuv-  th.m  the  ( i<i\ eminent  th<iui;iit 
ii>ti>.i-lent  with  their  lii^ht  >>(  ci)nti"l,  a  breach  witiild 
certain!\  be  made.  .Sever. il  instance--  of  --iich  a-<- 
siim|)tion  were  biouL;lit  up  dm  in;^  the  la>t  se>>ion  of 
I'.irliament.  Since  then  deiieral  Orders  haxi-  been 
i^siK-d  ti.  |)iv\ent  their  recurrence  in  some  clas^e-  o| 
ea-.e-^.  Mecaii^e  'he-e  methods  seemed  necessary  to 
him  to  can)'  out  Iiis  purposes,  aiul  secure  tlie  iiii^hest 
milit.ir)  efficiency,  the  (l.().('.  would  re;..;ard  the 
"lilferences  as  beiiiL;  upon  |)rinciples  ami  is>iies  ; 
while  tlu'  (ioverimienl  would  refuse  to  accept  the 
metliods,  no  mattei  wh.il  the  principle-  and  issues 
mil^lu  be. 

Ill  .iiiswer  to  .1  (lueslioii  in  Parliament  mi  I'ebru.uy 
['J,  I'joo,  Sir  \\  ilhid  I.,iurier  stated  the  position  of 
the  (io\einment  as  follows;  "  W's,  ihr  attention  of 
the  tioxernment  has  been  drawn  to  that  portion  of 
Major-! leneial  liulton'-,  s|Kvch  mentioned  in  the 
i|uestii)n,  .iiid    to   oilui    portions  aUo,  e(|iiall\'   repre- 
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lioiiNil)li'.      Thciv    have    been    differences   of  opinioti 
between  the  Cioveniineiit   and  (ieneral  Hiilton.      I  lie 
(io\erninent   were   clisposed,   nnw    tliat   he  harl   been 
recalled  for  ^cr\  ice  in  Africa,  U>  let  these  differences 
pa^s   without   all}'  comment.      The  (iowrnment  had 
reason   to  believe  that   this   was   in  accordance  uitli 
(lenerat    lliitton's    \  ieus.    and     therefore    when     the 
subject  was  bnap^ht  u])  in  the  House  a  few  days  -.v^o 
till'    (jovernmenl    refrained   from    makin;^  an)'  state- 
ment  on   the   subject.       There   is   now    no  reason  to 
follow    that  course  any  further,     (ieneral    Hiitton  in 
his   speech   lias   insinuated   that   his   differences  witli 
the  (iovermnent  are  due  to  a  desire  on   the  part   of 
the  latter  to  e.xercise  im|)roper  political   influence  on 
the  militia  organisations  of  the  countr)'.      I  desire,  on 
the    part    of   the    (iovernment,  to    sa\'   that  tliere  is 
absoluti'l)'  no  foundation  for  such  a  statement.     The 
causes    of  difference    between    the    (ioveinment  and 
(ieneral    llulton   were  not  over  an_\"  broa<l  (piestions 
ofL;eneral  poiic\' ;  the  causes  of  differt'iue  were  that 
(ieneral    iluttou    was    insubordinate    ;ind   indiscreet, 
ami  delii)eratel\' i;,4iiored  the  authority  of  the  Mim'ster 
in     the    admini^tration     of    the    departmi'Ht.       The 
(iovernment    desire    to    state    that    while    the>"    will, 
at    all    times,   l)e   prepared   to  -^ive   the   most  careful 
consideration   to  any    rejtresentations  which  ma\    l)c 
made    by   the    ( )fticer    ConunandinL;    the    Militia,    it 
mu^t  be  distinctly  understood  that  an\'  such  ofllcer, 
on  acceptin;^  the  position  in  (|ue^lion,  becomes,  from 
that   lime,  an  officer  in  the  employment  of,  and  sub- 
ject   in   all   resijcct-'   to.  the  (iovL-rnini'iit    of  Canada, 
.iikI  th.it    he  i--  to  be  reij.irded  a^  the   aiivi^'r,  but    not 
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a-^  entitled  t<i  c-oiiirol  tlic  Depart  men  t  of  Militia, 
rile  ( i<i\ eminent  are  responsible  t<»  the  I'arlianient 
and  |)ei)pK-ii|  Canada  f'n'  the  ihie  ailniini>tratiun  of 
eaeh  and  e\ery  branc  h  dt'tlu-  piiblie  service,  and  the\- 
would  be  dereliet  in  their  dut\-  it"  they  were  to  ])erinit 
an\-  siiborilinate  otTicial,  inider  an_\-  circumstances,  to 
take  upon  hiiuseit"  to  disrei^^ird  the  instructions  he 
max  receive  from  the  cf)nstitutit)nal  liead  of  his 
dep.u'tnient." 

It  ha>  1"  :  been  the  intention  here  to  enter  into  the 
|)articula  of"  the  dilTerences  between  the  (iovern 
nuMit  and  Major-tieneral  lluttou,  but  onl)-  to  point 
out  what  were  the  latter'>  sland|)oint  and  attitude 
as  one  of  the  re|)resentati\es  of  the  Imperial 
authorities. 

Hut  this  was  not  all.  ( )n  October  ^rd  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain teleLjraphed  to  Lord  Miuto  as  follow-,  :  "  Sec- 
retarv  of  State  for  War  and  Commander-in-Chief 
de>ire  to  express  Wy^h  ap|)reciation  of  ^i-^r|,;i|  (^.^hibi- 
lion  r)f  patriotic  spi.it  of  people  of  Canada  shown  by 
olter-^  to  ser\i-  in  .South  .\frica,  and  to  furnish  follow - 
iuj;  information  to  a-^si^l  oi-.^.misatioii  of  force  offered 
nito  uiuts  suitabU-  for  military  retiuiremeiits.  I'irstlv. 
um'ts  >h<iul(l  consist  of  about  ij;  men;  secoiidlw 
ma)-  Ik-  infantry,  mounted  infantrv,  or  cavalrv  ;  in 
view  of  nunib«-r-.  alreadv  available,  infantry  most, 
cavalry  li-ast,  scrviieable;  thirdly,  all  sjioidd  be 
armed  with  -^d?  rilli-s  or  carbines,  which  can  be 
siil)plied  by  Imperial  (iovernnient  if  lU'cessarv  ; 
lourthlv,  all  must  provide  own  e(|uipment,  and 
nioimti-d  troops  own  horsis  ,  fifthly,  not  mori-  than 
one  ( .i|il.iiii   and  three   subalti  riis  ea«  li    unit.      W  holi' 
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force  may  be  cominandcd  b\-  (ifficcr  not  hit^hcr  than 
major.  In  considering;  numbers  which  can  be  cm- 
ployed,  Secretar\-  of  State  for  War,  i^iiided  by  nature 
of  offers,  b\-  desire  tliat  each  Colony  should  be  fairly 
represented,  and  limits  necessary  if  force  is  to  be 
fully  utiliseil  by  available  staff  as  inteijral  portion 
of  Imperial  f(jrces,  \vf)uld  L;ladl\-  accept  four  units, 
("(-nditions  as  follows  :  Troops  to  be  disembarked  at 
port  of  landing  South  .\frica  full)-  ecjuipped  at  cost  of 
C"olonial  (iovermnent  or  volunteers.  I""rom  date  of 
disembarkation  Imperial  (iovernment  will  i)rovide 
pay  at  Imperial  rates,  supplies  and  ammunition,  and 
will  defra\-  ex[)enses  (jf  transport  back  to  Canada, 
and  pa\-  wound  pensions  and  compassionate  allow- 
ances at  Im|)erial  rates.  Troops  to  embark  not  later 
than  ^ist  October,  ])roceedint;  direct  to  Ca|)e  Town 
for  orders.  Inform  accord iui^ly  all  who  have  offered 
to  raise  volunteers." 

As  we  have  seen,  up  to  this  time  there  had  not 
onl\-  been  no  (iovernment  offer,  but  all  that  came 
before  the  Imperial  Government  was  the  offers  of 
some  individuals.  Major-General  Ilutton,  as  was 
cjuite  i)roper.  insisted  that  all  these  offers  should  be 
transTuitted  tluou^di  him  to  the  (iovernor-tieneral  in 
Council.  .\cknowledj,Mnents  from  tlie  Home  authori- 
ties were  made  to  Lord  Minto.  and  throu^^h  him 
alont;  the  reuular  cliannels  of  commimication.  The 
incidental  effect  of  this  procedure  was  to  keejj  the 
movement  within  the  national  militarv  s\stem. 
When  Mr.  I  hamberlain  telej^raphcd  that  the  Sec- 
retarx-  of  State  for  War  would  '\t;lacll\-  acce|)t  four 
units. '  he  addres>cd  the  acceptance  to  the  Cjovernor- 


f 


! 


5^' 


Tfir  r  ixin/  IV  I V :  \r/\i;f  \  rs 


(General.      This    ai^^iin    was   ,]iiite    proper.      Hut    the 
(i(i\crii(ir-("iftK-ral    could    act    only   tliroii^h    his    ad- 
visors,   till-    Canadian     Ministers.      TIic    intcrcstin},^ 
effect  of  all    lliis  was    tliat  the  Canach'an    Miin^ters 
were   called     uik.ii     to    act.      The\-    had    only    three 
coiM-ses    open    to    them  :  to    undertake   tlie   work    of 
organisation    and    e(|ui|)    a    contin-^ent  :    to    decline 
to    do    s,,,    that    is,    I.,    decline  to  -jjive  effect  to  the 
atci'ptance      formally     transmitted;     or     to    resi<>-n. 
Another  course   inii^ht   be  thou-ht   possible,  that  (.f 
notihin-    the   individuals   who   had   offered   and  ad- 
vising  them   to  uin'te  their  forces  and  a,^'ree  upon  the 
number  -if  men  each  should   raise  and  upon  the  jxisi- 
t ion--  each   shnuld  occuin-.     'I'iiis  course  is  sui,f!.,fested 
In   the  la--t  sentence  in  the  telei,M-am,  "  Inform  accord- 
in,^dy  all  who  ha\e  offered  to  raise  xolunteers."     l-'or 
ob\ious   rt-asoiis   this  was.  Iiowever,  out  of  the  (|ues- 
tion.     If  the  ("lovernmeiU  went  so  far  as  formall}-  to 
approve  of  ori;anised  militar>-  forces  'j,n\\v^  out  of  the 
countrv    for    a    particular    purpose,  and    notified    in- 
dixiduals  that   the\-  were  .it   libert\-  to  organise  such 
forces    and    lead    them,   and   -.jave   instructions  as  to 
how  to  proceed,  the_\-  would  have  to  -^o  farliier.     The 
Imperial   (lovernment   mi-ht    directly   notify    Hriti■^h 
-ubjects  that   their  scr\  ict-^  would   be  accepted:  but 
if  the  Canadi.ui   ( io\ernment,  as  a  ( loNernmi'iif.  ap- 
peared   at    .ill,   e\er_v   consideration   of  polic)-   would 
force    them    to    undertake   tin-  whole  work.      It  was 
ijuite    another  matter  to    use  the    maciiiner_\-  of   the 
Militia     hepartment     to    rai>e    the    contin.L,'ent    pro- 
\idi-d  f..r  by  the  numitlcence  of  Lord  Strathcona.  for 
when    thi-   wa-.    <ione    the  (io\ermnent    had    aheailj- 
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established   its   |)i>siti<)n   by  sendint;   two  official  coii- 
tiii;^cnts. 

Tlie  despatch  was  in  effect  a  re<iiiest  for  an  official 
contint^ent,  and  the  (loveniment  so  understood  it. 
\\'ritin|4  on  October  14th  to  Sir  (iiarles  Tupper.  who 
had  objected  to  allowing'  the  Ini])erial  Government 
to  bear  such  a  larc;e  share  of  the  expense  and  pa\-  of 
the  men.  Sir  Wilfrid  I.aurier  used  these  worils  :  "  Vou 
will  see  b)-  reading-  this  desoatch  that  the  (iovern- 
ment  has  faithfull}-  accepted  the  recpiest  and  adhered 
ti)  a  ])lan  <>f  camjjaii^n  prepared  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  and  tin-  ("omman(.erin-("hief" 
Ai^ain.  addressini;  a  public  meetiii;(  at  l^owmanville 
on  October  17th.  Sir  Wilfrid  I.aurier  said  of  the  same 
despatch:  "  Ihe  other  day  we  received  a  desjiatch 
from  the  Colonial  Secretarj-  embodyinij;  the  exi)ecla- 
tions  of  the  Hrilish  authorities  as  to  what  we  should 
do  in  respect  to  the  aid  that  the  l."olon\-  should  i,nve  " 
In  a  published  letter,  dated  November  1st,  Mr.  Tarte 
spoke  more  plainly.  "  It  is  very  well  to  say  that  the 
people  of  Canada,  or  of  other  Colonics,  have  this  time 
made  a  voluntary  offer.  In  ])oint  i>f  fact  the  Secre- 
tary of  .State  for  the  Colonies  sent  a  circular  tu  all 
the  Colonies,  the  meanin;;  of  which  is  an  invitation 
to  send  troops.  In  m)"  o|)inion  such  an  invitation 
means  practically  a  rcHjuest  "  It  should  be  added 
that,  later,  in  the  House  .f  Commons  in  March, 
i<>oo,  .Sir  Wilfrid  I.aurier  said,  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Hourassii:  "  No,  we  were  not  forced  by  Hnj^land  ;  we 
were  not  forced  l)v  Mr.  Chamberlain  or  bv  l)owiiin<r 
.Street  to  do  w  hat  wc  dicl.  .  .  .  We  acted  in  tin-  full 
inilependenci'  of  our  si)\ereii,Mi  power.     W  hat  we  did 
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we'  (lid  of  diir  own  fiiv  will."  Of  com-sc  the  ( iovcrn- 
im-m  exercised  it-  free  will.  It  iiei'd  not  h;i\e  coinpliod 
with  the  iinitatinn.  lUit  a  different  sha|)e  was  ;^ivcii 
to  its  field  lit  chi)ices,  and  ditTerent  eniiseiiuences  wore 
attachetl. 

All   uncertain   factor,  too,   was    introduced;    fur  it 
was  (l(iul)tfiil  what   the  (io\ernor-(ieneral   mij^ht  con- 
sider   ti)   hi-    his   duty    in    the    eircuinstaiices.     Some 
remarks   made   by  him   to  the  contini^ent   as  it   was 
leaxini;   ( juebee.  and   a   few  days  later,  at  a  mectinf,^ 
of   the    Caledonian    .Societ)-    in     Montreal,    show    his 
attitude.      lo  the  eontiii^ent   he  said   that   they  "  re- 
presented  the  manhood  of  the   Dominion   from  west 
to   ea>t,   and  above  all   represented  the  sjxintaneous 
ofter    (it     thi.-    |)eopIe    of    Canada,    l5ritish-born     and 
I'rench-Canadi.ms,    to    the     Mother    Country.      The 
peo])Ie    of    Canada    had    >how  n    that    they    had    no 
inclinatiitn    t()  diseu-'S    the  ([nibbles   of   Colonial    rc- 
s|)onsil)ilit\-.       Thej-    had     unmistakabl\-    asked    that 
tlu'ir  loyal    offers    be  made  known,  and    rejoiced  in 
their  _L;racious  .icceiitance.      in   so  doini^r  surely  they 
had  opened    a    new    chapter    in    the    histor)-   of  our 
I'-inpire.      They  freely  made  their  military  ^ift  to  the 
Imperial  cause,  to  share  the  privations  and  daiiL^ers  and 
i^lories  of  the  Imperial  armv.      Thew-  had  insisted  on 
ij,\\hv^  vent  to  an  expression  of  sentimental    Imiierial 
imit>-,   which    mii;ht    perhaps    hereafter    prove    more 
bindiiiL;  than  anv  written  constitution."    To  the  Cale- 
donian   .Society    he    is    reported  to  ha\e  said:    "As 
re.L^ards  the  Canadian  conlin;^'ent   for  the  Transvaal, 
it  j^oes  out   because  }dii   iiisisti-d   iiiioii  its  ^oinLj,  and 
I  am  \ei\  -lad  \(.u  did  so.      Its  -oin..  f,,ith   marks  a 
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new  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  country,  and  I  am 
proud  tliat  Canada  is  to  bo  rei)rcsented  alont;  with 
the  troojjs  from  the  Motherland  and  the  ICmpire's 
Colonies  at  the  seat  of  war.  The  contint^jent  is  a 
cro(h't  to  the  Dominion.  It  is  a  capable  force,  and 
wii!  undoubtcdlx-  ^n've  a  j^ood  account  of  itself  If  an 
emerijency  should  arise  in  the  near  future  demandinLj 
the  despatch  to  South  Africa  of  another  detachment 
of  troops  from  Canada,  I  am  sure  that  I  am  but 
voicin;^  the  sentiments  of  every  one  here  when  I  say 
that  Canada  will  willintjU-  suppl\-  it." 

It  would  be  unfair  to  jump  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  War  Office  and  the  Colonial  Office  deliberately 
tried  to  force  the  Canadian  (iovernment.  Hut  such 
a  splendid  opportunity  for  makint,'  a  begjinnint;  of 
Imperial  co-operation  C(juld  not  be  nej^lected  ;  and 
official  continijents  were  required,  and  not  the  services 
of  individual  volunteer?-  in  order  to  constitute  real 
Imperial  co-operation.  And  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that,  even  in  the  ru.sh  of  business  and  while  prejiarini;" 
despatches  ff)r  all  the  Colonies,  some  of  which  had 
offered  and  some  had  not.  Lord  Lansdowne  and 
Mr.  Chamberlain  did  not  ai)preciate  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  putting;  the  matter  in  the  shape  the\- 
did.  In  a  memorandum  to  the  Colonial  Office,  upon 
which  Mr.  Chamberlain's  telegram  to  Lord  Minto 
was  based,  the  War  Office  said  :  "  I'n.m  Canada  no 
defmite  ofter  has,  as  yet,  reached  Lord  Lansdowne, 
but  he  understands  that  l,JOO  men  are  .inxious  to 
volunteer.  I*"rom  Canada  Lord  Lansdowne  would 
be  l;  I  ad  to  accei)t  four  iniits  of  1 25  men  each."  Mr. 
Chamberlain    >eiU   a   copy  of   thi>    nuMnorandum    to 
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I.nrd  Minto  by  mail  mi  Oct'ilx'r  5th,  witli  a  sliort 
C(i\oriiiLj  letter,  in  which  lie  said  :  "  I  ha\r  now  the 
hunmir  Xn  tiMii-init  \'<  vini.  for  the  iiifKrniatii  m  of 
\<>ur  Mini-tiTs.  copy  of  a  li-ttir  from  the  War  ( )riice 
"11  which  that  teleL;rain  w  a-  Lascd."  1  le  w  as  siiidiiiL;-, 
"  t..r  the  intorinatioii  <>(  i!k-  Canadian  Minister-,"  a 
C"|))-  of  the  .iieini)randi;iii  which  recorded  tiie  fact 
that  they  had  made  no  offer,  and.  sent  throu;^h  the 
(io\ernor-(ieneral.  these  communications  ^called  for 
action   hy  the   Canadian  (iovernment. 

To  point  out  these  thinj^s  is  not  to  condemn  the 
Imjjerial  (iovernment,  nor  to  sii;.^r<4cst  th  t  the\- 
transLjressed  the  bounds  of  wisdom  or  propriety.  It 
means  onl\-  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  otiiers  are  not 
acidemical  Imperialists,  but  ratlier  pr.ictical  men, 
who  use  means  as  well  as  frame  j)olicies.  'i'hey 
are  statesmen  and  not  iilealists.  I'".\eiits  ma)-  prove 
that  it  Would  have  been  a  stupendous  blunder  not  to 
clinch  the  occasion.  l'erha|»s  what  lias  already  hap- 
pened has  abmidantl\-  proved  it.  .\t  the  same  time, 
notliin;^  is  to  be  t,^•une(l  b\-blinkin;4  these  patent  facts. 
If  the  situation  is  to  be  looked  at  at  all,  let  it  be 
looked  at  with  open  e>es.  I'lni^lish  Imperialists  have 
been  workiui;  for  years  to  brin^;  about  Imperial  co- 
operation in  defence  ;  the\-  did  not  stop  working  just 
when  they  had  the  chance  to  accomplish  somethintf 
signal. 

If  ha>t\-  conclusions  must  be  avoided  in  the  case 
of  the  Im|»erial  .uithorities.  thev  must  be  (juite  as 
scrupulously  avoided  in  the  case  of  the  Canadian 
(iovernment.  There  is  nothinL,^  to  show  that  their 
di'cision    would   ha\e    been    aii\wi>e    <lifferi"nt.  either 
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ill  Us  iiatiiiv  nr  in  tlic  time  ;it  which  it  was  reached, 
if  tiiere  \\;u\  been  no  special  conditions  such  as  those 
to  which  reference  lias  just  been  made.  The  (iovern- 
menl  did  not  niake  any  an-wer  to  .Mr.  Chamberlain's 
telei;rani  until  ()ctoi)er  i;;th,  by  which  time  the  con- 
ditions hail  been  simplified.  They  had  the  ;^ieat 
([uestions  of  principle  and  the  eqiiall}'  \e.\in^'  (Mies 
of  exjjedieiicy  to  settle.  If  the  attitude  of  the  Im- 
perial authorities  made  some  cpiestions  of  expediency 
more  simple,  it  would  inevitably  lead  them  to  weit;h 
the  (juestions  of  principle  more  carefull>\  Hut  this  is 
a  break  in  the  current  of  histor)-. 

It  Wcis  on  October  jrd  that  the  article  in  the 
Militaiy  Cn'.tttc  announced  that  the  (iovernment 
had  decided  l^'  offer  a  contin;-;eiit  in  the  event  of 
war.  On  the  same  day  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  ^a\c  an 
interview  to  the  Ottawa  correspondent  of  the  Toronto 
C/7('/'(',  the  leading'  Liberal  newspaper  of  the  Dominion, 
on  the  subject.  This  interview  appeared  on  October 
4th  as  follows:  "There  exists  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
conception in  the  country  ret,Mrdiiig  the  ])owers  of 
the  (iovernment  in  the  present  case.  As  I  under- 
staii'  the  Militi;.  Act— and  I  may  saj-  that  I  iiavc 
L;iven  it  some  stud  c)f  I-ite— our  volunteers  are  en- 
rolled to  be  used  in  the  defence  of  the  Domini(jn. 
1  !ie)'  are  Canadian  trf)ops,  to  be  used  to  fight  for 
Canada's  defence.  Perhaps  the  most  widespread 
misapprehension  is  that  they  cannot  be  .sent  out  of 
Canada.  To  my  mind  it  is  clear  that  occasion  might 
arise  when  the\'  might  be  sent  to  a  foreign  land  to 
fight.  To  ptjstulate  a  case:  .Sup|)ose  that  .Spain 
should  declare  war  upon  (jreat  Hritain.     Spain  ha-, 
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or  liiul,  a  iiav>-,  and  that  iiav>-  iiii,<;ht  be  hciti;^  *^(»t 
ready  to  assail  Canada  as  part  of  the  Mni|)irc. 
Soinctiino  the  best  nietlioil  of  defending;  one's  self 
is  to  attack,  and  in  that  case  (  an.ulian  soldiers  nn'^jht 
certainlx-  be  sent  to  Spain,  and  it  i>  (jiiite  certain  that 
they  le,i(all\-  niii;ht  be  so  despatched  to  the  Iberian 
IVninsula.  The  case  of  the  South  African  Republic 
is  not  analo;^fous.  There  is  no  menace  to  Canada, 
and.  altlioiiL;h  \vc  may  be  \villin_Lj  tu  contribute  troops, 
i  do  not  see  how  we  can  do  so.  Then  aijain,  how 
could  we  do  so  without  I'arliamcnt's  i^^rantinj;  u>  the 
mt)ney?  We  >imjjly  could  not  do  anythin^L;-.  In 
other  W(irds.  we  should  have  to  summon  Parliament. 
The  (ioxermnent  of  Canada  is  restricted  in  its  powers. 
It  is  responsible  to  Parliament,  and  it  can  do  verj- 
little  without  the  permission  of  Parliament.  There 
is  n«j  doubt  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  (iovernment  on 
all  (|uestions  that  mean  menace  to  British  interests, 
but  in  this  ])resent  case  our  limitations  are  very 
clearU-  defined.  .\nd  so  it  is  that  we  have  not 
offered  a  Canadian  contin;j[ent  to  the  Home  authori- 
ties. The  Militia  OeiJartn-eiit  dul\'  transmitted 
individual  offers  to  the  imperial  (iovermnent,  and 
the  repl>-  from  the  War  Office,  as  |)ublishe(l  in 
Saturda\">  (j'/o/;:  >h(>\\s  their  attitude  on  the  (juestion. 
As  to  Canada's  furnishint;- a  contin_L;ent,  the  (Iovern- 
ment has  not  discussed  the  (luestion.  for  the  reasons 
which  i  have  stated — reasons  which.  I  think,  must 
easily  be  understood  by  every  one  who  understands 
tile  constitutional  law  on  the  (]uestion.  The  .state- 
ment in  the  Militarv  (',a:itti\  published  this  mornin" 
is  a  pure  invention." 


','1/7  A'.Vl//   \  /       ti   /  /n\ 


63 


It  i-^  lUMClicilly  certain  the  (iuVLrninciil  had  n<>t 
recci\c(l  Mr.  (/Iiainbcrlain'>  ilopatcli  wlicn  thi->  inlcr- 
vIl-u  was  i;i\L'n  ;  and  s(i  it  cannot  be  read  a>  an 
indirect  answer  to  it. 

On  the  ]}uints  of  constitutional  law  we  need  not 
linger.  They  are  not  unimportant :  the  Militia  Act 
is  a  \er)-  imperfect  in>trument  and  must  be  revi.sed  ; 
and  constitutiona'  jirocedure  should  be  observed. 
Hut  back  (jf  these  points  there  were  more  momentous 
ones.  Had  the  Gcn'erinnent  been  united  upon  the 
chief  points  of  principle  and  expedieiic)-,  the\-  would 
have  called  I'arliament  and  have  removed,  or  ij;ot 
around,  the  constitutional  diflkulties.  Tiie  expense 
would  have  been  full)- justified.  But  to  have  called 
rarliament  would  have  been  to  give  the  subject  a 
place  the  (lovernment  |)erhaps  hesitated  to  give  it. 
Public  excitement  was  not  \et  at  fever  heat.  A 
special  session  might  have  seen  the  parties  out- 
bidding each  other,  with  the  result  that  the  country- 
would  have  been  committed  farther  than  the  (iovcrn- 
ment,  '<r  indeed  an\-  one  else  at  that  time,  thought 
wi.se.  Besides,  I'arliament  could  not  have  been  inet 
without  a  polic)-.  The  (iovernment  were  unready, 
and,  therefore,  I'arliament  was  not  called.  It  was  not 
because  I'arliament  had  not  been  called  that  the 
(ioverninent  were  unready.  Still,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  burden  upon  the  (jovernmeiit  was  greater 
than  it  would  have  been  if,  ns  in  the  A.istralian 
Colonies,  Parliament  had  been  in  regular  session. 

On  October  7th  Sir  Wilfriil  Laurier  left  Ottawa  to 
attend  a  civic  function  in  Chicago,  which  had  beer, 
given  an  international  character,  and  at  which  he  had 
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ai^iivd   t(i  (Icliwr  an   .iddri'-s  lon^'  iK-fiui'  (lilTic  ill  tics 
uv'oc  .a   Iioinc.      Ik'tULVii  October  4th  ami  October 
iJtli.  when  Sir  Wilfrid  Laiirier  returned  iVoni  ('liicai;o. 
public  a-italion  ra-cd  alarininj.''         I'he  contents  of 
Mr.  (  ii.nnberlain's  despatcli  li;-.        'H   been  i^iven    lo 
the  public,  and  as  tar  as  there         .  ar-unient  at  all 
it    u.is   concerned    u  itii   tlie   priutij  ie->   staleil  in   the 
above    interxiew.       .Mr.     larte    and    other     l-'rench- 
Canadian    >poke>nien    held    th.it    nothing   should    be 
done     uithoul     l'.irliainenlar\-     sanction  ;     and     tlie 
majority    would    concedi.-    no     ^urficient    ground     for 
del.iy.    but     cried     tor    action.      \W    thi>     time    tinee 
ihiiiL;-.  --tood  nut  abo.e  all  others  :  a  decided  inajorit)- 
ot   the  people  \va<  bound  to  ha\e  a  contingent  l;o  ; 
race   animo-it\    was  increasiiiL;    fa-t  ;    and  a   ^tate  of 
war   e.\i->ted    in    .S(.iith    .\tVica.       I  he   la-t    materially 
.iltered  the  condition^  ;  and  the  two  ln>t   were  then 
abo\e   di>|)iite.      It    would    ha\e    been    >ad    iron>    it' 
the  support  ot"  t  anada,  which  in  it^  moral  lorm  had 
been    considered   appropriate   in   July   bec.uise  of  the 
e.Ncellcnt  re-^ult^  in  thi-<  countr_\   in  h,irmoni->in.L;  races, 
ii.id    been    alloweil     to    laiise    rupture.      I'pou    these 
three     points     the     (lovermneiit     have     re-led     their 
defence    aj^aiiist     tlio-e    who    ha\e    -till    maintained 
that  no  action  should  have  been  tal<en   until   I'arlia- 
nient    <uitliori-ed    it.    ami    a-ainst    tlio^e     who    ha\e 
char-ed     them     with     weakness    and     incousistenc)-. 
One   |)art    of  this   case   ha-   been    best    |)ut   by   lion. 
Mr.  .Mills,  the  Minister  of  justice,  in  his  speech  in  the 
.Seii.ite   on    I'ebru.iry  o,    |(,(Xj.      IK    said:    "  iloiioar- 
able  j^entlemen  kii<»w  ri-lu  well  that  the  expenditure 
lor  militar)-.as  Un  other  purposes,  is  under  the  control 
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of  J'.uiiainciit,  not  under  the  control  of  the  Adminis- 
tr.ition.     There  were  two  thin<,^>;  that  i)rc.sentetl  them- 
selves to  the  minds  of  the  .\(hninistration  at  the  time. 
One  was  to  call   Parliament  t<\t,'ether  anrl  obtain   its 
sanction  for  a  proposition   to  send  troops  to  South 
Ahica.      Ihe  other  was  to  await  such  a  development 
of  puhlic   oi)inion  as   would   jr  lify   them    in    under- 
taking; to  send  the  coiitinLjent,  and  to  send  a  second 
contint^ent.  which  ue  did  as  soon  as  public  opinion 
was  sufficiently  expressed.      I  say  we  required  one  or 
the  other  as  our  justification— either  the  approval  of 
Parliament  or  the  general  sanction  of  the    political 
sovereignty  of  tliis  countr\-  from    wiiich   Parliament 
derives    its    existence.      .Now.    there    was    such    an 
expression   of  o|}iiuon   in   this  country  as  to   justMy 
the    (iovernment    in    the    course    which    they   took. 
We    knew  well  that  the  (Iovernment   hafl   no  le'^^ai 
auth'    ity  to  propose  to  send  a  contingent  or  propose 
meeting  the   ex|)enses  of  the   contingent,  otherwise 
than  it  felt  sure  that  by  a  bill  of  indemnity  Parliament 
would  iiold  it  harmless  from  all  expenditure  which 
migiit    be  so  incurred;    and   so  we  adopted    a   rule, 
which  has  been  adopted  in  emergencies  in  Mngland, 
and   that    is    the    constitutional    rule  of  seeking   the 
Mipport    of    public    opinion    in    anticipation    (.f   the 
approval     v>hich     will     be     subse(]uently     given     by 
Parliament." 

A  Cabinet  meeting  was  called  directly  .Sir  Wilfrid 
I.ainier  returned  from  Chicag..  and  after  deliberating 
lor  the  greater  part  of  two  <la\  s,  the  following  Order 
in  Council  was  passed,  on  Octolx-r  i  ^th  :— 

•  Ihe  Committee  <>(  the   i'ri\y  Council  have  had 

(> 


I 

i 

■I 

i 

HI 
•I 

i 


r)6 


/"///■     I    I  \    !/>/  I  \     '  < '  \  /'/.V' ./■  \  / .*>' 


under  consideration   a  dcs])atch,  datotl   October   3rd, 
rS(>9.  from   tlie   RiLjht   llonoin-al)le   Mr.  (  haniberlain. 

"The  Rii^ht  Hon.  Sir  Wilfrid  I.ainier,  to  whom 
tlie  said  despalcli  was  referred,  oljserves  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  in  answer  to  the  offers  which  have 
been  >ent  to  him  from  different  parts  of  Canada  ex- 
pressing; the  willin_u,Miess  and  anxiet\-  of  Canadians 
to  ser\e  Her  Majesty's  (iovermnent  in  the  war  whicli 
for  a  loni^f  time  has  l)een  threatening  with  the  Trans- 
vaal Kepnl)lic,  and  uiiich,  nnfortiinatelv,  has  actiiall\- 
comirienced,  emmciates  the  conditions  under  whicii 
such  offirs  may  be  accepted  b>-  the  Imperial  autho.i- 
ties.  I  hose  cond'tions  may  be  pnicticall)'  summed 
up  in  the  statement  that  a  certain  number  of 
\olinUeers.  by  unit-'  of  IJ5  men.  with  a  few  officers, 
will  be  accepti'il  to  -erve  in  the  Ikitish  .\rir,\-  now 
opi-ratiiii;  in  .South  Africa,  the  moment  they  reach 
tin-  Coast.  |)rovided  the  e\])en^e  of  their  !-(|ui|)ment 
and  tran-|)ortatitin  to  South  Africa  i-  di'tra\eil, 
eillu'r  b\    tlu-mseKi--  or  b\-  tin-  (  oloni.d   (iovermnent 

"  Ihe  rrinie  Mini-ter.  in  view  of  tin  well-knoun 
de-ire  of  a  :4re.it  many  l  anadian>  \\!io  are  read;, 
to  take  >eiA  ice  under  >uch  loiidiiion-.  1-  o|  opinion 
that  the  ni'idii  ite  expenditure  uhicii  wnild  thus 
be  in\oKc<i  i'<v  the  e(|uipmein  ,nid  transport, ition 
1  if  >uch  \  1 'hiMlicr-  m,i\  readily  In-  inideriakeii  b\' 
the  ( io\t  riinii  Ml  '•(  <  anada  wu'imit  unimonin;^ 
Parli.inunt  i-prciall\  ,1-  -ui  h  an  <  \penditure. 
lUuUr  -uch  '  m  uiM-tances,  (  ainiot  be  re;_;.uded  .is 
,1  (K-paiture  t'fiin  the  w^Ii  known  pruiciple^  of 
(  on-litiiti"nal  i^i  i\  ernment  ,hm\  (HIoiim!  jua' tire,  nor 
con-trueil  .1-  ,1  pi((tdiMl   for  fntuii-  .n  ti' Mt. 


i;i>i/A'\]//\/     I'  T/i>\ 


r>- 


'■  Alrc-ady,  imdcr  similar  cuiulitions,  New  /.calaiul 
lias  sriit  twii  companies,  Oiieciislaiui  is  about  to  send 
J50  iiK'ii,  and  West  Australia  and  Tasmania  are 
-'endinjj;    'J5   men  each. 

■■  riie  I'rime  Minister,  therefore,  recommends  that 
out  of  the  stores  now  available  in  the  Militia  iJepart- 
ment,  the  (iovernment  iniderlake  to  e(|ui|)  a  certain 
number  of  xoluntcers,  not  to  exceed  1,000  men,  and 
to  provide  for  tlieir  transportation  from  this  country 
to  .Soutii  Africa,  and  that  the  Mim^ter  of  Militia 
make  all  necessary  arranL;ement>  to  the  aboxe  effect. 

"  I'he  comtnittee  advise  that  N'o'jr  l'".\celk-ncy  !)e 
mo\e<l  to  forward  a  certit'ied  copy  of  thi^  nn'nute 
to   till'    Ki;^lit    I  Ion.   llu-  .Secretary    of    .State    for    tlu- 

(    olouic^. 

"  .\ll  ot  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  N'our 
i. \celii'nc_v'->   ap|)ro\  ,tl." 

While,  iiy  L^ramniatical  con-~lruclion.  what  i-  not 
to  b-  C'lii-^lrue:!  a--  a  preceileiit  is  i'\i(lentl\-  e\- 
peiKlitiin  by  till' <  lovermneiit  without  rarliamentarv 
.tuthorilN,  It  1^  ck  .u'  oil  maii\  ;^!oiiiids  that  tlu* 
<  loveriimeiit  coH'^idered  no  print  ipk'  finally  -i'ttle<l 
i)y  tluir  a<  tion.  .ind.  tlieref  ire.  no  precedent  creati-d 
ii|>o!i  |)riiicipk  .  I  hey  met  .m  eiiUML^cnc) .  The  will 
of  the  people  mu'-t  pre\.nl  ;  but  if  new  |irinci|)le>  of 
.idmiiiistr.itioii  ari-  -oii;.4lil,  they  liaxe  \  et  to  be 
f  irmulati-d. 

I  .ord  Minto  cabled  to  Mr.  ( "hamberlain  ;  'Much 
pleaMin-  ill  U-lliii;4  you  that  my  ( lOKeriinu'iit  offers 
i.ixv)  inlantry  on  ori^ani^ation  propuMil  in  \our 
ti'lei^r.im  of  tlie    ^rd    ( )ctober." 

\\  lu'it  the  decision  w  a-  lhii-<  in.ide  ami  annoimci'(| 
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all  hoitatidi)  (lisapiR-ainl,  and  tin-  (ioM-ninu'iit  threw 
tlicinsclvcs  ciu-rm'tically  into  tlu-  wmk  uf  prcparatini; 
tiT  the  (k's|);itch  ot  tnio])-.  Nn  ijromptii):^  was  iici-ilcd 
(i>r  thi-  dKcm  ofa  sccniid  c  (iiUiiiL;tMit  ;  ami  a  third  and 
a  (oiirlh  woiihl  have  hern  a->  roadil\-  --nit. 

<  >[»iiii..n>  will  dirtfi-  a-  f  the  motive-  <>f  the 
(iiivermneiit,  their  \si-^(l<iiii  and  their  e(>ni|)etenee. 
'idtey  slaixl  to  he  jiid;_;ed  hy  the  |)eii|(Ie  of  Canada, 
\i\-  the  peiiple  >A  the  I'jnpin-.  and  !)\  tlu'  eiiiir-rof" 
tiiose  nn'L;hty  in<i\  enient-^  w  hu  Ii  pas■^  the  tlnal  verdiet 
upon  indixidnaU  wlm  iia\c  es•^aycd  tn  lead  i>r  uh-trih  t. 
'I'lu' oeea-ion  ha- hinn'-hed  -nnie  |)recedent--.  It  may 
he  that  une  nf  the  nio-t  im|)i)itant  of  these  i-^  t!ie 
deliheratiipii  of  a  (iov eminent  in  tlu-  t'aee  of  tin- 
striiii'_;i-st  inlliuMU'iv-  tliat  ean  ari>e  t"  -weep  almiL;, 
in  a  -pleiidid,  !)iit  imsoimdi-il,  ehannel,  tlie  i)e(i|)le-  of 
thi--  I'.nipire. 

I'he  word  of  the  ( io\i-rnment,  thidiiL^h  the  month 
of  it-  I'lemier,  i-  thi-:  "What  we  lia\e  doiii-.  we 
ha\e  done  in  tlu'  plenitude,  in  the  niaji-t\-  of  our 
('<i!oni,il,  le-i-I.iti\e  indepi'iideiice.  I  tl.iim  for 
(  aiiada  thi-,  thai,  in  the  futiiii-,  ( '.iiiad.i  -h.ill  Ik- 
at  lii)ert\-  to  a(  t  or  not  to  .let,  to  interfere  or  not 
to  interfere,  to  do  ju-t  a-  -he  plea-e-,  ami  that 
-lie  -hall  re-erve  to  her-elf  the  rii^ht  to  jiid-t'  whether 
or  Hot  there  i-  c.iii-e  for  her  to  act." 
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1  111  iiirolliiiL;,  (.'iiiiiiipiii,;.  ,iinl  <lL'^])atcli  of  the  t".r-^l 
(  .m.i(ii.iii  ii)iitiii,L;<-'Ht  wa-.  a  irinark.ihlc  acliicxi-mriU. 
Su|)|)i.>c  a  ( iuMTirnriil  witli  liradju  irlci>  at  KcTliii 
>li<>iil(l  iiii(li-i  take  to  raisi-  an  i  iUinl\  m-w  ivijiincnt, 
and  -lioiild  thooM.'  .i^  it>  n.-iiiiitiiiL;  |)iiint>  Dublin, 
l']dinl)iiiL;ii,  I.undi'n,  I.xon-^,  Taii-..  I  oln^iu-,  nambiir,;, 
Hnliii.  |)n"^ili'n.  ( '(ln■^tan;inll|ll^•,  HaLjdad.  and  imo 
iilluT  |Miint  "-till  m-.iicr  tin.'  I'lT^ian  (lult  ;  -^uijposi' 
llii^  ( l(i\riiinuiit  liad  m-wr  allciiiptcd  anytlniiL;  of 
jii^t  tlic  >anK'  kind  iK-tnri-;  >ii|)i)(tsc  it  liad  litlli."  in  it> 
■'t' HI'-- fxici)!  litli'-  .nid  ainniuniti"n  ;  ,ind  suppn^i-  it 
L,iil  thi->  ri-i;inu'nt  nf  hkut  than  l  ,000  men  t' i'_;i-tlicr. 
t'nll)'  I'liithol  and  i'i|ni|)|)cd,  and  i»n  ■^lli|)!)>>a^d,  >ailinL; 
nut  111"  tin-  barhiiur  ot  1 1, unhurt;,  all  witiiin  scvcntcvn 
llay■^  (if  llu-  tiinr  it  first  niadi-  up  it^  mind  to  ra.i-^r  a 
ir^iinnit  at  all  ai'II.  it  would  i  oni;r,itiil.itr  itM-lt. 
Net,  in  ti'iin^  of  l'ai'o|)tan  and  .\->iatic  i^i-oL^raplu'. 
thi--      wa--      till-      aclii(.'\iMiK'nt       of      tiu'       Canadian 

(ioMTIlllKIlt. 

I'lilil  (KtoluT  i^tii,  ulun  tiu-  ()nKi  in  Ciamiil 
\' .1-'  |ia-^>rd,  tlirii.'  wa-'  no  ri-itaint\  that  a  <  '  mtini^i'iit 
would    1k'    -iMit        llu-   III  >M-i  inni'Ut    did    nut    iiMih    a 


ill 

i 


1:1 


//// 


/  \'  ;/'/  ;  \ 


"\    /V,\',/-.\/.N 


(Icci-^ioii  until  tlic  aflcrnDoii  of"  that  (la\-  ;  and  lunhiiii,^ 
i"u!(l  !)(.•  <...ni'  oftuially  in  tlu-  w.iy  nf  pivparatixii 
until  a  tiiiinai  dfcision  was  antioniKi-d.  Of  cunrsi-, 
tin-  IKMdi|iiaiti-'  StatV  and  tlir  Mini-tcr  of  Militi.i 
had  hirii  di>cii-.-inL;  |)lan->  tor  a  tVu  da\^  and  iiad 
I>i'ilia|)>  ^t.ntrd  ini|iiiri(.-.  tliroiiL;h  lo,,,il  ol'lici.Ts  as  to 
tlu-  triliii-  of  tin-  iiKMi  in  tlu'ir  districts,  and  had 
-ati-lii'd  thi-ni-rl\i-  a^  to  w  luii-  ni'H'ssarics  conld  hi' 
ohtaiik'd.  It  ha-  already  \k\\\  >aid  that  Major- 
(icnrra!  ilnttoii  Ii.kI  sonir  tinu  Ik-Ioiv  fir.iuii  u\)  a 
-iMu-ial  X  lii'nu-,  hut  iu-  u.is  n'.t  at  hcadcinartiMS  to 
■-ri.-  to  tlu'  larryinL;  onl  ot"  Iii^  pl.tn-,  and  the  exact 
coiid  idii-.  could  not  ha\c  been  known  iK-toichand. 
I  lu' only  other  Imperial  oftlcer  enu;a^ed  ni  theworU 
\\a->  (  oloiu'l  Hubert  I'oster.  A-  (  hit'f-or-StalT  and 
(•uarlernia'-ter-dineral,  lu-  had  ,i  most  responsible 
and  oueroii-,  po-ition.  to  lUl  winch  he  was  h\  expi-ri- 
eiice  anti  ability,  a>  the  n--nlt  provi'd,  splendidlv 
luted.  (  r.dit  >lioiilil  be  (reel)  botowed  upon  the-e 
two  odh  (.•!■>  tor  their  \  i'r\-  im|iortant  part  in  niakini; 
t!ie  iindertakm-  a  -iicce>-.  Hut  all  the  n->t  of  the 
Work  wa-  (kme  by  (  anadians.  That  our  Militia 
Department  i-  (apable  of  meetin-  so  exceptional 
a  (all  nj)on  it  i- a  matter  ot  -riMl  s;iti-,t',iction.  What 
w.i-.  ilone  wa-^  ,ilto;4ither  outride  iju-  re;,.;ular  s\>tem. 
I  he  nnlilary  |)robli'm  ni  lan.ida  i-  the  defence  of 
I  an.id.i.  I  lad  it  been  i  (|ue-tion  of  mobilisin<4  tioop-, 
and  <le-patchini;  them  t<i  any  pomt  in  (  anad.i 
threatened  In  m\a>ion  or  insurrection,  the  l)epart- 
lUi  III  uo  iM  be  expii  ted  to  kilow  what  to  do  and  be 
w.{i\\  to  (ill  It  Kill  the  -y-~tem  did  not  pro'.iik'  for  a 
(  a-e    iiiwhi(li   the    re'.'iilar    M  ilit  ia  couli  j    not    bended. 
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/-  I  III   '  i\  \i>i  \.\  I  n\ri.\i,i\rs 

>|)ccial   oiiiipm.Mit   ha.l   f.   Ik-    furnished,   and    trans- 

l""t-'ti-'n   t..  a  distant  part  ..f  tin-  uorid  arran-vd  f..r. 

It  was  a   new  |)r..l,Icni.      Ihc  u.iy  it  uas  solved   is  a 

i^ratityin-  testimony  t-.  the  resomvetuhiess  and  ener-y 

of   Canachan   niihtary  officials.   ..oni   the   Mi.nster  of 

Mihtia   and    Defence.   Sur-eon-l.ieiit.-Col.    the    lion. 

I-.  U  .  liorden.  to  the  Department  clerks,  and  is  -o,,,] 

evidence  that  the  creepin-  paralvsis  .,f  red  tape  does 

'K't  afHict  oi,r  nnlitary  administration.     Our  arran-e- 

"u-nts  are   inade.juate     perhap>  dan-erouslv  m,  -but 

thr  p  .tentialities  exist.  I,  ,th  in  the  pe..ple  a'nd  in  the 

admiMi>trati<in. 

Il'nv  uas  the   work   done  ^      !-irst  a  Commandi,!- 
Othcer  uax  selectc.l.      Ail    the   officers  u ere   selecte.'l 
•'•'<!    appointed    l.y   the    (].nernment.      Seni..rilv    or 
l>''-.nty  .,f  application  di.l  not  determine  the  choices, 
liu-  (iovernment  Iistene<i  t..  advice   fr-.m    the   liea.l- 
'l"»'tei>    .Staff,    from    the  Connnandin-   ( )mcer.   and 
('■""1  every  other  >oiirce  from  uhich  a  (io\ernment  i> 
apt  to  -et  advice,  and  then  used  their  own  jud-inent. 
I'olitical   or  pergonal    favouritism  ..n   the   part   of  the 
(.'.vernment  uas  nou  here  apparent,  the  efflciencv  ..f 
tlu-  contm-ent  bein-  the  param-.unt  object.      Do/ens 
"f  .:;..od   officers,  u  ho   uei-L'    keen    to   .^o.  uvre    passed 
"ver:     but     the     selecn;*.n.    made    uere    t;ood.      The 
P'.Mtion  ..f  Officer  Commanding  wa>  -^iven  to  [.ieut- 
t  <•!.  Otter.      Thi>  ua-^  |,.  rhaps  ;Ik-  mo>t  re;^ular  of  all 
the  appointments. 

I.irut.-Col.  Wnii.im  Dill,.,,  Otter.  fiTTv-vx  vea,-s  of 
a,-e.  w...  Connnandin-  ()ff,cer  of  the  R.'.y,,!  Canadian 
Kc-iment  of  lnfantr\-.  Commandant  of  tlu-  K,.yal 
Scho,,l,.f   infant.y.it    ToiMuto.  D,>tri.  t    Off].,.,-   ,■,,„,- 
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inandiiiL;  ill  No.  j  Mi!itar\-  District,  and  InspLTtnr  ,,( 
Iiifantrx-.  and  A.DA  .  t«.  the  (iovcrni.r-doni'ial.  W  itii 
till-  (.•xccption  of  tlu-  Adjutant-Cicncral  uIiosl-  politic  hi 
carries  the  rank  of  ('oloncl.  tlu-rc  was  only  one 
(  anadian  <»fficer  on  the  active  li-^t  his  senior,  lie  had 
seen  active  service  in  the  h'euiaii  Raid  of  iSGC),  and  in 
the  .North-West  Rebellion  of  1SS5.  w  lien  he  was  coni- 
inan<ler  of  the  Hattleford  cohnnn  ;  that  is,  he  liad 
seen  all  the  active  service  he  could  see  in  Canada. 
He  is  not  an  amateur  soldier,  hut  a  xildier  In- pro- 
fession. On  nearl)- ever>- ^rounrl  he  was  entitled  tn 
the  position,  and  the  choice  was  universallv  approved. 
He  was  summoned  to  Ottawa  to  consult  with  the 
Department  on  tiie  ver>-  da\  the  Order  in  Council 
was  |)assed. 

!  hen  came  the  selection  of  officers  to  command 
companies  and  their  suhalterns.  This  took  more 
time,  hut  was  com|)leted  within  a  week.  I'he  War 
<  )ffice  had  said  that  four  units  would  he  accept<-d. 
each  con>istin;4  (>(  1J5  men.  and  officered  Inacajjlain 
and  tiiree  lieutenants,  and  the  whole  force  of  500  men 
under  command,  until  Cipe  Town  was  reached,  of  an 
officer  not  higher  than  a  major.  The  intention  was  to 
attach  each  of  these  units  to  a  re;^n'ment  of  llriti-h 
re;.;ulars.  JUit  the  Canadian  (iovernment  had  ottered 
ei.L;ht  units,  or  l,cx:)0  men.  and  the  otter  had  been 
accepted.  Ihe  idea  of  dividin;^  up  this  force  so  tiiat 
its  identitv  would  be  lost  was  most  unacceptable  to 
the  tiovernment  anti  people  of  ("anada.  If  (  anadians 
went  a  battalion  strong;,  tluy  should  tl^ht  as  a 
Canadian  battalion,  and  remain  intact  throU|.;hout 
the  c.iinp.iiL;n.      Alter  -^ome  correspoiidence   the  War 
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Oltkc  .li^iivd  to  this  proposal.  Licut.-('ol.  Otter 
could  tlifi)  l;o  out  as  a  licutcnaut-coloiicl.  instead  of 
a  inajor.  atid  i(tuld  take  with  liini  a  coni|)Ictc  stalT, 
wliiih  iiu-ant  <iiK'iiiii_i;s  tor  uiaiiy  more  officers 
I  lii>  iioinl  had  v  be  settled  hetore  the  conipan\- 
offucrs  were  all  a|)pointed,  since  many  fitted  for 
hi;4her  r.ink   would  i.;ladly  have  i^oiie  as  captains. 

In  the  meantime  the  Militia  Department  was  bus\- 
day  and  iii^ht  on  !.;eneral  plans  and  the  details  of 
arrangements,  which  were  not  to  be  found  in  docu- 
ments ahead)-  drawn  up  and  pii^eon-holed,  but  liad 
to  be  worked  out  >tep  by   step  ;  and  time  was  short. 

On  Saturda)-,  October  14th,  the  da\-  after  the 
Onler  in  ("ouncil  was  passed,  a  .Militia  Order  was 
is>ueil  to  the  followiui;  effect  :  - 

Mis  l'!\celleiuy  the  (io\ernor-(ieneral  in  Council 
haxiuL;  been  pleased  to  a])prove  of  the  despatch  of 
(  aiiadian  \'ohmteer-<,  formed  into  c-is^^ht  Compan'esof 
Inf.mtr)-,  for  acti\e  service  in  .South  .\frica,  it  is 
herein-  notified  that  one  thousand  X'olunteers  will  be 
accepted, and  that  their  enrolment  has  been  authorised 
at  tlu'  places  mentioned  below,  upon  the  following 
condition-,  \i/.  ; 

"  It  .Service  un<Ier  the  .\rm\-  .\ct  for  si.\  months 
with  liabilit)-  of  extension  to  one  year. 

"  /'  Ration-,,  clothiiiL;,  and  e(|uipment  to  be  pro- 
vidi-d  free. 

"  (  i'a\  at  the  rate  laid  down  in  .Militia  Ktvula- 
tioii-  fur  the  I'ermanent  Corps  from  attestation  until 
fl.ite  of  di-cmbarkation  in  .South  .\frica.  from  which 
(kill'  pay  will  be  at  Ihiti-h  rates. 


V 


h'/i  /,■(■//  /\,;     i\/i    lUSI'ATi  II    III-    JAool:^ 


/  -■) 


'Standard  :  Ilci;j[ht,  5  feet  6  inches,  with  34  inches 
cliest  measurement. 

"  A.LCe  :  Not  less  than  2:  or  more  tlian  40. 

"  I'lie  folNjwini^  are  tlie  |)laces  of  enroUnenl  :  - 

'■  X'ictoria,  X'ancouver.  W'innipe;^,  London,  lorunto, 
Ottawa,  Kiii;.,'ston,  Montreal,  Ouebec.  St.  Jolin.  N.M.. 
(harlottetouii,  and  ll.ilifax. 

"  Men  desiroiiN  of  offering;  tlieir  services  >hoiild 
make  application  in  |)erson  or  b\-  letter  at  the  Office 
of  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Military  District,  or 
to  a  Commaiuhn,L(  Officer  of  a  Corps  of  Militia. 

"Commandinij  Officers  will  at  once  forward  to  the 
1  )i'>trict  Officer  Commanding;  the  names  thus  received 
w  ilh  their  remarks. 

"  liy  Order, 

•'  IIri:i;kT   I-'oNTKK,  Colonel, 

Chief  Staff  Officer." 

l'".nrolliii;4  l)oint>  were  not  taken  at  random. 
Canada  is  divided  into  twelve  military  districts,  and 
the  twilve  enrollini^  points  were  selected  witii  refer- 
ence to  tliese  districts,  althou_t;h  in  one  or  two  cases 
the\-  did  not  strictly  correspond.  Ihe  luimber  of 
men  to  he  raised  at  each  |)oiiit  was  |)roportioned  to 
the  relati\e  streiii,fth  of  .\ctive  Militia  in  the  Ui>trict. 
The  Com|)anies  were  t<j  be  desij^nated  Imm   .\  to  II. 

.\  Company  was  to  be  raised  at  Victoria,  X'an- 
couver, and   W  innipe;4. 

li  Comi)any  at  London. 

( '  Company  at   Toronto. 

I)  Company  at  Ottawa  and  KiuL^ston. 

L  Coinpaii)'  at  Montre.M. 
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I"  ('Miipaiiy  iit  (  Uicbcc. 

<>    r<)mi);my    at  St.    JoIuk    X.H..    and    Charluttc- 
toun.  IM',.!. 

1 1  (  Mmpany  at  1  lalifav. 

X'irtMiia  i-.  ^Jh2  miles  wvst  of  ( Jijcbcc.  and  Halifax 
<>~-^  nnk'^  ca^t  ;  and  all  the  men  were  at  (Juehec 
fifteen  daxs  fn.m  the  riate  of  the  tirst  Militia  Order. 
1  he  men  trum  X'ictoria  .-.nd  V'ancoiiver  spent  almost 
six  da\s  (it  tin's  time  in  a  railway  train. 

I'.nnilmeiit  (or  (.ach  com|)an\-  bei^aii  a>  soon  as  a 
captain  w, I- a|)|)ointed.  District  Officers  (ommand- 
inL;  a-.si>ti'd  in  e\ery  |)os-jl)le  w  a\-.  They  provided 
acconunodation  in  their  own  office-,  in  the  drill  liall. 
or  other  >iiitable  |)l,iee,  fir  medical  inspection  and 
clerical  work,  and  procured  the  clerks.  N'oliinteers 
presented  themsebe--  m  lar^e  luimbers.  The}-  were 
examined  by  the  niech'cal  officers  attached  to  the 
niiil-  cif  the  I'ermaiieiit  P'orce,  or.  in  places  wliere 
there  were  no  Mich  officers,  by  medical  officers 
selecte<l  b\'  the  District  Officers  ( '  unmandinj^f.  I'he 
inspection  wa-  aloii-  the  lines  laid  down  in  the 
Hrili^h  Re-iil.itions.  Then  the  captain-,  aibised  In- 
the  Di-trict  Officers  Coinmandint;.  and  assisted  b\' 
their  subaltern-,  picked  out  their  men.  The  instruc- 
tions were  that  only  the  best  men,  and  not  necessaril)- 
the  first  lonier-.  -hoiild  be  -eli-ited.  Ihe  point-  to 
be  attended  to  were:  Ihat  tlu'  men  should  bi-  of 
the  \ery  best  pn-sible  spirit  and  ph_\-iiiue;  of  ^niod 
character  and  tempi-rate  habits  ;  and  should  possess 
a  knowledv;e  of  drill,  and  be  fairly  L;o(id  -hots.  To 
all  -ii.h  the  oath  wa-  admini-teivd  \erball_\-.  and 
atle-tatioii  p.ipi-i-  wcw  handed  f >r  -i-n:itiiie.      When 
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these  were  signed,  and  witnessed  b_\-  the  eiirolh'iii; 
officer,  the  eiirohiient  was  c()m])Iete.  1  lie  iikmi  were 
tlieii  measured,  and  daily  size  lists  were  sent  in  b)'  the 
captains  to  he.id<|iiarters,  for  i^uidance  in  preparin;^ 
the  outfit.  l*"roni  attestation  the  men  were  under  p<i\". 
I'litil  concentration  orders  were  received  the  men 
were  (]uartered  with  the  units  of  the  rermanent 
I'"orce  in  the  drill  hall  with  straw  for  a  bed,  or 
wherever  el>e  accommodaticjii  could  be  secured.  All 
this  re(juired  special  plannin;^'.  for  there  are  no  per- 
manent provisions  for  the  accommodation  of  even  an 
extra  company. 

The  oath  the  men  took  was  drawn  up  for  the 
occasion,  for  no  suitable  one  was  to  be  found  in 
the  records.      It   reads  thus  :    - 

"  I  swear  that  1  will  well  and  truly  serve  our 
.So\ creii^n  I,ad\-  the  (Jueen  in  the  Canadian  \'oIun- 
teers  for  active  service,  until  lawfully  disehaitietl,  and 
that  1  will  resist  Her  Majestv's  enemies,  and  cause 
ller  Majesty's  peace  to  be  kept  on  land  and  at  sea. 
and  that  I  will  in  all  matters  appertaining  to  iii)- 
service  faithfully  discharpje  m\-  dutv,  according  to 
law.     So  help  me  (iod. 

'■  I  herein'  declare  that  1  am  willing,'  to  serve 
wherever  ller  Majesty  the  (Jueen  mav  direct  in  the 
Canadian  \'oIunteers  for  active  sci  ice  under  the 
provisions  of  the  .Militia  .\ct  of  Canada,  so  far  as  it 
applies,  under  the  (Jueen's  re;4ulatioii>,  and  orders  for 
the  armv  and  the  .\rmv  .\ct,  for  a  term  of  ^i.\ 
inoiith>,  or  one  year  if  reijuiied,  or  until  sooner 
law  full)-  dischart;ed  i>r  (lismi-<-<ed,  at  the  rate  of  |)av 
fixed    f>r    the    rerm.uient    (  orp-    nf    Cmada.    until 
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l.mded  \\\  South  Africa.  ;iii<l  aftrr  (liscnil)arkatiipn  to 
scrw  ill  IIlt  .Majesty'^  ivmil.ir  tonrs.  at  tlu-  rates  of 
l)a\-  fixed  1)\  the  Royal  WairaiU  for  the  pay  of  the 
Mritish  .\rin\-,  and  I  have  accordiiiL^ly  talsen  llie 
aho\e  oath   of  aIk\L;iance." 

References  have  l)een  made  to  tlu-  I'erniaiient 
I'orte.  |-"or  tlie  information  of  any  who  nia\-  not 
understand  the  difference  l)et\\een  w  hat  is  called  the 
.\cti\e  Militia  and  what  is  called  the  Permanent 
l''orce  in  Canada,  it  \\\\\\  he  well  to  t-xplain.  The 
Militia  in  Canada  consist,  as  the\-  do  in  most 
loiintries.    of   all    the   male  inhabitants  between   tlie 


.1 


a-es  of  ei-hteen  and  sixty,  w '  o  are  not  spccialb' 
i-xempt.  and  who  are  Hrili-h  subjects  In-  birth  or 
naturalis.ition.  Ihe  Active  Militia  consist  of  the 
ninnber  of  these  who  mav  be  from  time  to  time 
i-mbodied.  .\  corjjs  of  .\cti\e  Militia  ma\- be  raised 
l)\-  Nolimtary  enlistment  or  by  ballot.  As  there  are 
alua)s  more  \ohmteers  than  the  (io\eriiment  think 
wise  to  put  upon  the  e^ablishment.  ballot  is  never 
reijuired.  1  ln-re  is  no  distinction  between  \'olunteers 
and  Militia.  I'o  pp  .\  ido  f,  ,r  the  care  and  i)rotection 
<it  fort-.  inaLia/iiu-s,  armaments,  warlike  stores,  and 
tor  similar  ^er\  ict-s,  .md  to  atTord  opportunitx'  for  the 
pro|)er  instruction  of  officers  or  candidates  for  eom- 
mis-sions  iir  promotion,  it  \\a>  found  necis^ary,  w  hen 
Imperial  re;4ular  troo|)s  wcti.  withdrawn  from  Canada, 
to  enlist  a  small  ("oivi'  for  continuous  service.  I'his  is 
called  till'  I'l'miaiu'iit  |-"orci-,  and  is  limitt'd  to  two 
troop,  (,f  ca\alr>,  thii'i'  batteries  of  artiller> ,  and  four 
comi)aiiies  ..f  inf.iiitrv,  iiaiiu-(l  res|)ecti\ely,  the  Royal 
Cana.lian    I  )ra- i-,  the   Ro\,il    Canadian    Artiiler,  . 
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and  tlic  Royal  Catiadian  Regiment  of  Infantn-  in  all 
less  than  i.ooo  n-.cn,  enlisted  for  three  years'  con- 
tinuous service. 

Moth  oftkers  and  men  of  the  Permanent  I'orce 
were  at  libert\-  to  \<ihmteer.  The  time  >|)ent  in 
Afric.i  was  to  count  as  part  of  the  time  for  uliich 
thev  enlisted.  The  wives  and  families  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  men  on  the  married  establisli- 
ment  were  to  he  permitted  to  retain  their  (juartcrs 
and  draw  rations.  Hut  no  officer  or  man  could  be 
enrolled  until  his  transfer  had  been  ordered  from 
iieadijuarters.  and  then  the  Officer  Commandin.-,'  the 
contin:4ent  ai)portioned  them  amoni;  the  different 
com|)anies  accordint;  to  his  juduiiiient. 

I'av  for  all  ranks  was  to  be  at  the  rates  prevailiiiLt 
in  the  Permanent  I'orce  until  they  arrived  in  South 
.\frica;  while  in  South  Africa  |)a\-  was  to  be  at 
liritish  rates  and  provided  b\-  tlie  Hritish  (iovernment. 
This  w.is  afterward  altered,  and  pa\-  was  fixed  at  the 
rates  laid  down  for  the  .\clive  Militia  when  in  camp. 
l'ri\ates  in  the  i'ermanent  I'"orce  receixe  40  cents  per 
diem  ;  militiamen  in  camp  receive  50  cents  ])er  diem. 
In  j^eneral  it  ma>  be  said  that  the  rates  are  double 
tho^e  in  the  Hriti'-h  rei^uilar  arms'.  In  addition  to 
pa\in;4  tlu-M-  rates  until  disembarkation  in  South 
.\frica.  tlu'  (anadian  (io\ernment  decided  to  maUe 
up  tin-  pa\-  for  the  whole  term  <>f  enlistment  to  the 
(anadian  rates.  That  is.  the\-  M-t  aside  for  every 
man,  while  in  South  .\frica,  the  difference  between 
the  pa>- he  received  from  the  Imi)erial  (iovernment 
and  the  pa\'  he  was  entitled  to  as  a  Canadian 
militiaman     in  thi'  case  of  jjiivates  jf)  cents  per  diem. 
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ior  the  rehef  of  his   fimily  or  dependent ..  ,,. 
handed  to  the  soKher  on  his  return  to  Canada.     Xon- 
o. in  missioned    officers    and    men    who  were  marrie.I 
\ve..   !.frante<l    also    a    separation    allowance,  on    the 
British  army  scale:  ser^i,rcants   50   cents   for  a  wife,  ^ 
cents  for  each  s<,n  and  5  cents  for  each  dau^rluer,  per 
diem  ;  corp<.rals,  55  cents  for  a  wife,  and  privates  J5 
cents  for  a  wife,  and  the  same  for  children  as  in  the 
case  of  the  ser-eants.      In   the    first    contin-jent    the 
numbjrs  of  each  were  as  follows:  sert;eants.\  3  wives 
■md  J4  children  ;  corporals  9  wives  and    15  children; 
privates  3- wives  and  61    children.     On  this  account 
iheCiovernment  had   to  i>ay,  therefore,  ab. nit  Sj  :;.oo 
p^-r  diem.     This   is    interesting-  also  as   slviwin-    the 
comparatively  small  number  who  were  married^nen. 
I'lothin--  and  e(|uii)ment  f..r  the  non-conninssioned 
officers   and   men    was.  of  course,  supplied   free;  and 
officers   reccivefl    free  two  suits  of  ser-e  and  one  of 
khaki     the  same  as  the  men      revolvers  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  a  -rant  of  S1J5.  and  .s6o  advance  ..f  pa\  to 
iissist   them    in   i)roperly  outfittin<,r  themselves.     The 
force  was  uniformed  as   Rifles,  with  a  suit  of  khaki 
for  use  in  South  Africa.     The  "  Oliver  K(|uipment  " 
v\as  su|)plied.     For  head-ear  the\-  had  white  helmets, 
to  be  stained  coffee  colour   when   on   shipboard,  and 
field    service    caps.       The    detail    ..f   the    necessaries 
issued  to  each  man  comprised  a  complete  list  of  the 
articles  ordinaril_\-  supplied  t<j  a  soldier. 

Some    persons,    particularl)-    amon-     the    iMviich- 
Canadians,  have  contended  that  the  (Jovernment  did 
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ii<)tliin<4  niiirc  thai)  "assist  volunteers  to  reach  the 
'I'ransvaal  "  ;  and  it  must  strike  ati>'  one  who  reads 
oxer  the  official  statements  and  the  Militia  Orders 
that  the  (iovernment  most  carefull)'  avoided  such 
words  as  "  recruit  "  and  other  terms  that  mi;^ht  ijive 
the  ap|)earance  of  a  call  for  troops,  liut,  whatever 
names  be  applied,  b\'  selecting;  officers  in  the  way 
the>- did,  and  b\- arranulin.n  for  a  recruitin.i;  or  "  en- 
rolling;," without  reference  to  tiie  offi-rs  the}'  had 
received,  they  made  it  more  directlx"  a  Government 
work  than  is  an)-  Militia  ret^iment  in  the  establish- 
ment to-day,  unless  it  be  the  I'ermanent  Force. 
There  was  no  ballotiivj;.  and  the  wiles  of  tlie  recruit- 
iuL;  scr.Ljeant  were  not  needed,  but  it  was  a  direct 
raisin;^   of  a   new   battalion   by   the   (iovernment. 

Instructions  were  forwarded  from  head(]uarters  for 
nearly  exery  detail  of  the  operations  of  enrolment 
and  concentration.  Local  officers  had  so  much 
thrust  upon  them,  and  so  little  time  to  ^et  through  it, 
that  more  planning;  was  done  for  them  than  would  be 
necessary  in  countries  wliose  militarx"  system  covered 
the  case  in  hand,  or  wduld  be  uecessar\-  in  Canada 
aijain.  ( "ool  heads  and  ceaseless  activity  were  essen- 
tials at  headtiuarters.  To  overlook  any  one  point 
mi;4iit  cause  a  serious  hitch.  Lists  of  necessaries  liad 
to  be  drawn  u|),  contractors  notified  and  contracts 
siL^ned,  time  tables  arranijed  and  special  trains  pro- 
cured, advances  of  money  made,  and  a  thousand  and 
one  other  thinL;s  looked  after.  .\  shi|),  too,  had  to 
be  ciiartered,  and  its  fitting;  up  designed.  There 
would  be  i.ooo  helmets,  1,000  valises,  i.ooo  rifles, 
and   all    the  rest    of   the  ifnpedimenta   and    supplies 
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to  store  away.  There  were  no  tables  to  tell  how 
much  space  any  of  these  articles  would  occupy. 
There  was  nothint;  for  it  but  to  pile  half  a  dozen 
helmets  and  measure  them,  and  calculate  from  this 
what  room  l.ooo  would  take  up,  and  to  roll 
up  the  sample  contents  of  a  valise — for  the  valises 
themselves  were  not  at  hand — and  base  the  estimates 
for  valises  on  the  si/e  of  a  parcel,  and  so  with  the 
rest. 

Agents  of  the  principal  steamship  lines  called  upon 
the  Govermnent  as  s(jon  as  it  was  known  that  a  shi[) 
would  be  re(iuired.  The  Allan  Line  steamship)  Sar- 
tiiiiidii,  a  cattle  ship,  was  the  best  available,  and  a 
contract  was  sij^nefl  for  her.  She  was  shortly  due  at 
.M mtreal.  Work  was  not  commenced  on  her  until 
October  :?  1st,  and  she  sailed  from  Ouebec,  175  miles 
away,  on  the  ^oth.  I-'or  the  officers  and  non-com- 
mis-^ioiied  officers  state-rooms  and  saloons  were 
erected.  One-half  the  number  of  men  were  provided 
with  hamm>)cks  and  the  other  half  with  bunks. 
Special  acc<immodation  was  pro\  ided  for  officers' 
ba^^a!.,fe,  men's  kit-ba;4s,  helmets,  accoutrements,  and 
rifles,  which  latter  were  |)laced  in  racks,  l-'or  messiiiL;, 
tables  and  chairs  were  so  constructed  that  the)'  could 
be  unshipped  between  meal-times.  .\  m.iijjazine  had 
ti>  be  provided  for  the  ammunition, and  a  Morris  tube 
and  re\()lver  ran^e  erected.  There  were  precautions, 
also,  in  the  nature  of  a  prison  and  ii  _t;uarilroom.  On 
the  spar  deck  there  were  built  stalls  for  eij^ht  officers' 
horses.  Mlectric  lij^ht  was  installed,  and  special 
rooms  erected  for  stores,  steward's  supplies,  and  the 
lu.Nuries  [)ro\  ided   by  the  people  of  Canada.      I'"..\tra 
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rcfriL;crat< )rs  and  water-coolers  were  put  in.  Sliip's 
boats  were  provided  to  allow  a  seat  ( >v  e\  ,'r\-  soul  on 
board,  ami  were  properly  fitted  up  according  to  the 
Moarcl  of  Trade  rej^ulations.  A  life  preserver  was 
])ut  in  each  man's  hammock  or  bunl<.  A  room  was 
set  apart  for  a  hospital  and  dispensary ,  with  berths, 
shelves,  operatin^j-tables,  and  other  hospital  etiuij)- 
ment.  All  the  fittini^s  were  painted.  Provision  was 
thus  made  fur  5  I  officers,  4  nurses,  100  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  910  men,  and  S  horses. 

L'pon  no  branch  was  there  more  pressure  than 
upon  the  stores  branch,  under  char^'e  of  the  efficient 
and  pofjular  Chief  .Superintendent,  Lieut. -Col.  Donald 
.\.  Macdonald,  R.C).  It  was  not  a  iiuestion  merely  of 
takini;  Ljoods  out  of  store  and  deliveriiit^  them  at 
(Juebec  and  there  distributing^  them,  for  nearly  every- 
thing; had  to  be  purchased  from  outside,  and  in  many 
cases  manufacture  had  to  be  arranj^ed  for.  No  Jarj^c 
stock  is  ke[)t  at  any  time,  and  when  the  call  came  it 
was  just  between  seasons.  The  sujjply  for  l.^ijS  c/^ 
had  been  exhausted,  and  the  contractors  had  not  \et 
bcLjun  to  ileliver  the  supph-  for  iS^cj  1900.  .\rms  of 
the  re<|uired  ))attern  had  previously  been  im[)orted 
from  I'.iii^land  for  issue  to  the  Militia  };enerall\-.  and 
so  there  was  no  trouble  in  that  |)articular  ;  and  fortu- 
nately there  was  enou-^h  of  the  "  Oliver  luiuipinent  " 
in  complete  sets.  Just  1,000  valises  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Department,  and  these  had  been  issued  to 
the  I'ermaneiU  lorce.  They  had  to  be  withdrawn. 
1-dr  nearl\-  ever)thini,f  else  tenders  had  to  be  invited, 
contracts  let,  articles  ins|)ected,  and  delivery  secured 
within  fourteen  da\-s.     'I'here  was  not  enuu'di  khaki- 
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coloiircd  material  in  the  country  to  make  1,000  suits, 
aiui  some  had  to  be  specially  dyed  before  it  could 
he  manufactured.  The  twenty-two  straps  of  each 
"  Oliver  l*-<iuipment "  aiul  every  rifle  had  to  be 
stamped  for  purposes  of  identification.  Vet  every- 
thin;4  was  on  hand,  and  was  put  on  board  before  the 
shi[)  sailed.  To  describe  the  work  for  the  first  con- 
tinLj[ent  is  to  describe  the  work  for  the  other  special 
forces  raised  in  connection  with  the  war — two  bat- 
talions of  Mounted  Rifles,  three  batteries  of  artiller)-. 
Strathcona's  Horse,  loo  men  draft  to  the  first  con- 
tint^ent,  and  1,000  men  to  garrison  Halifax.  Methods 
were  much  the  same  in  all  cases,  althouL;h  there  were 
differences  in  arms  and  equi[)ment.  With  no  increase 
in  staff  the  Department,  in  addition  to  its  ordinarv 
duties  in  connection  with  the  Militia,  accomplished 
within  four  months  all  this  extra  and  unaccustomed 
work.  It  would  have  been  the  veriest  trifle  to  the 
British  War  Office,  but,  because  it  was  unprovided 
for  in  the  Canadian  system,  it  was  a  good  deal  in 
Canada.  Tnder  the  Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence, 
Hon.  Dr.  Horden  [W.  \V.  Ikown,  private  secretary) 
and  the  Deputy  Minister  Lieut. -Col.  L.  I'".  Pinault) 
the  labour  and  responsibility  in  the  civil  branch  fell 
chietlx'  up(jn  Lieut. -Col.  D.  A.  Macdciiiald  ;  iienjamin 
Suite,  Chief  Clerk  ;  Captain  Alphonse  Henoit,  Secre- 
tary;  Lieutenant  Paul  W'etherbc,  Chief  I-JiL^ineer;  and 
Ca])tain  (ieo.  .S.  Maunsell,  Assistant  i-'ntjineer  ;  and 
in  the  militar)-  branch  upon  the  Headciuarters 
Staff,  Major-(ieneral  Ilutton,  (i.O.C.  ;  Colonel  Hon. 
Matthew  Ajlmer,  Adjutant-General  ;  Lieut.-C(j!.  W. 
H.    Cotton    and     Major     R.     Cartwrii^ht,     Assistant 
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.\(ljiitaiits-(iciicial  ;  Lieut. -Col.  !•".  (i.  Stone,  Officer 
("ommanditv^  Canadian  Artillery;  Colonel  iUilxrt 
I'oster,  Chief  of  .Staff  and  <Jiiarterinaster-(ieneral  ; 
Lient.-Col.  J.  L.  11.  Nelson,  Director-Cienerai  Medical 
Services  ;   and  Mr.  Jar-  is.  Acting  Chief  Clerk. 

The  men  received  a  rousin^j  senri-off.     A  series  of 
ovations  marked   the  successive  staLjes  of   their    de- 
parture— as  individuals  or  i^ruujjs  of  individuals  from 
their  home  tlistricts.    as    companies    from   the   cities 
where  they   were  cmollerl,  and   as  a  battalion  Irom 
Ouebec.     The  practical   was  c]uite  as  prominent  as 
the    sentimental.       Municipalities     made    grants    of 
money  averat;in|^  from  S25  to  850  for  each  private, 
and  .Sioo  for  each  officer.     In  ver\-  many  cases  these 
amounts    were    larj^ely    auj^inented    by  purses    from 
employers  or  from  rei;imental  c)r  club  friends.     Some 
firms  were  very  j^enerous  to  their  ciiiployt's,  offering 
to  retain  the  men  on   their  pay-rolls,  to  keep  their 
positions  ()|jcn,    to    insure   their  lives,   and    keep    up 
the    pa\incnt    of    premiums,    or    in    other    ways    to 
provide    for    their    needs    or    the    welfare    of    their 
families.       Insurance     companies     announced     that 
they  would  not    raise  the  rates  on  policies   alread\- 
held,    and     would     protect    their    policy-holders     in 
the   contingent  during    their    absence,   allowing   the 
premiums    to    go    as    a    loan     upon     the    policies. 
The)'  also  announced  \er)'  reasonable  rates  for  new 
])olicies.      I'\mds  were  raised  by  private  subscription 
to  take  out  policies  for  the  men  from  different  locali- 
ties; and  through  Sir  Charles  Tupper  one  gentleman 
undertook  the  insurance  of  the  whole  contingent  up 
to  the  am  nmt  of  oik'  million  dollars,  being  Si.ooo 
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c.ich  for  1,000  men,  ami  covcriii-  <lcatli  in  battle, 
with  a  propiirtinnatc  .-.mount  for  the  loss  of  a  iiand 
or  foot  or  an  eye.  (lifts  of  books  m.ide  up  a  sub- 
stantial library,  and  lu.xuries  for  the  table  were  sent 
to  Quebec  in  such  quantities  that  special  space  had 
to  be  iJrovided  for  them  on  the  Suniitiidii.  Mone\-. 
insurance,  souvenirs,  articles  <jf  use.  flag's— ever\- 
thinii  that  could  manifest  the  deep  interest  the  people 
of  (\inada  took  in  those  who  were  Ljoini.!  forth  to 
represent  them —were  bestowed  with  a  heartiness 
that  ([uickened  the  national  pulse. 

Finally,  after  inspirin^Mlemonstrations  all  alont,^  the 
route,  the  contint;ent  assembled  at  Quebec.     Not  all 
the  ijoints  of  enrolment  had  furnished  the  full  number 
ori-jinally  allotted  to  them.     For  example,  the  French- 
C'anadian  comi)an\-  to  be  raised  at  Quebec  ditl  not 
fill    rapidly,  owin*^  to  lack  of  enthusiasm,  and    the 
standard  of  size  was    slightly  lowered,  in    order  to 
secure  a  fair  representation  of  that  element  of  the 
population.     In  other  places,  too.  men  with  little  or 
no    military  experience  were  accepted   to  swell  the 
ranks.     The  time  was  so  short  that  those  who  wanted 
to  think  the  ma-er  over  lost  their  opjjortunity.     liut 
deficiencies  in  some  places  were  more  than  made  uj) 
b\-  extra  enlistments  in  other  pl:;ccs,  and  the  bat- 
talion embarked  thirty-nine  men  over  strcni^th.     In 
every  res])ect  the  battalion  was  an  anomaly.     There 
was  no  provision  in  the   Militia  Act  for  enlisting  a 
special  force  of  that  kind  or  for  sending  it  out  of  the 
countrj-.     It  was  :v)t  a  regular  Militia  regiment,  and 
it  could   not   properlj-  be  considered  a    part  of  the 
I'ermanent   Force,  for  the  terms  of  enlistment  were 
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dilTcicnt,;in<l  the  IVrmancnt  I'orce  was  already  at  fiili 
strcii.LitI).  N'ct  it  would  Ix-  a  mistake  to  allo-.v  a  force 
uliich  ini.L,dit  win  honours  and  wo.ild  certain!)-  create 
trach'tions  to  ijooiittowar  and  be  ch'sbanded  on  its 
returti  without  estabhshin_L;  some  connection  between 
it  and  the  rei^uiar  forces  of  Canada.  l-j'ther  the 
Active  Militia  or  the  IVrinanent  l-'orce  should  have 
the  riL;ht  to  feel  that  tlic>-  were  the  custodians  of  its 
trophies  or  its  record.  The  solution  reached  was 
the  best  possible  one,  under  conditions  where  ever\- 
solutif)!!  was  somewhat  irrcL^ular.  It  was  designated 
a  .special  Service  Battalion  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Rej^ninent  of  Infantrv.  It  was  thus  definitelv  con- 
nected with  the  IVrinanent  l-'orce  by  bein-,^  called  the 
Jnd  Sp.-cial  .Service  Battalion  of  the  I'ermanent 
Infantrv.  N'et  it  was  uniformeo  .  Ritles  another 
anomaly. 

.\t  ten  minutes  past  four  on  the  afiernoon  <.f 
Monday.  October  30th,  one  da\-  before  the  time 
ori.Liinally  fixed,  the  jnd  Special  .Service  Battalion 
of  the  R.C.R.I.  sailed  from  (Juebec.  In  the  morning; 
the  force  was  mar-hailed  at  the  Citadel.  At  ll.',o 
it  jiaraded  on  the  l'",splanade  for  official  inspection 
In-  the  Major-Ceueral  Commandin;..;,  and  tlien  for 
resiew  by  His  l'',xcelleiicy  the  ( iovernor-(ieneral. 
.\lter  the  formal  review  the  battalion  was  drawn  up 
in  close  order  on  three  sides  of  a  scjuan  to  hear  the 
stirrin-  farewell  words  delivered  by  Lord  Minto.  Sir 
Wilfrid  l.aurier,  .Major-(  ieueral  llulton,  aii<l  .Ma\-or 
Parent  of  (Juebec.  His  |-'.\cellency  con^'ratulated 
Lieut. -Col.  Otter  upon  the  appearance  of  his  re^nment 
on   par.ide      It  was,  however,  more  than  a  serviceable 


h'/ 1  h'lWTfXi;    iv/'  lu-si'ATi  II  "/■■  Tk'<u)rs 


S9 


rcLjtimcnt  on  |);ir;ulc  ;  it  represented,  upon  historic 
j^rroiind,  the  union  in  lo\-;i!t\'  of  two  |^re;it  races, 
and  the  free  miUtary  i;ift  of  the  people  of  Canada, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Tacific,  to  the  Mother 
Country.  Ai^ain  achh'essin^  Lieut. -Col.  Otter  His 
Kxcellenc)-  said  :  "  The  embarkation  of  your  force 
to-da)-  will  mark  a  mem  )rable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  Canada  and  the  l^mpire.  C  the  success  of  your 
force  we  have  no  doubt.  We  sliall  watch  xour 
<leparture  with  \ery  full  hearts,  and  will  f»llow  your 
movements  with  eager  enthusiasm.  All  Canada  will 
Ioiil;  to  see  the  Maple  Leaf  well  to  tlie  front,  and 
will  give  her  contingent  a  glorious  welcome  when  it 
comes  h  me  again.  And  now,  as  the  representative 
of  ilcr  ^^ajest}•,  I  wish  \-ou  (iodspeed  and  every 
success." 

.Sir  W  ilfrid  Laurier  followed  :  "  In  wishing  )-ou 
(iodspeed  I  pra\-  that  Ciod  ma>"  accompan\'  you, 
direct  \ou  and  protect  nou  on  the  noble  mis:  ion 
which  you  have  undertaken.  L'poii  this  occasion  it 
is  not  so  much  the  (iod  of  battle  as  thedod  of  justice 
whom  we  invoke.  It  is  inspiring  to  reflect  th.it  the 
cause  for  which  jou  men  of  Canada  are  going  to 
fight  is  the  cause  of  justice,  the  cause  of  humanit\-,  of 
civil  rights  and  religious  lib^rt)".  This  war  is  not  a 
war  of  coni|uest  or  subjugation.  It  is  not  to  op|)ress 
the  race  whosi-  courage  we  adnn're,  but  it  is  to  put  an 
iMid  to  the  o|)pression  im])ose(l  upon  subjects  nf  ||er 
Majesty  in  .South  .\frica  in'  a  tyraimical  people.  Tiie 
object  is  not  to  crush  out  the  Dutch  population,  but  to 
establish  in  that  land,  of  which  Her  .Majesl\-  is 
>u/er.iin.  Hritish  sovereign  law,  to  assure  to  all  nu-n 
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<it  that  it)imtr\-  an  cciiial  share  of  libcrt)'.  This  is  a 
iiniijuc  occasion  in  the  history  of  tlie  \vf)rl(l  ;  it  is  a 
spectacle  which  oiiL^Iit  to  nial<e  e\ery  ("ana(h'an  feel 
|)roii(l  of  his  country.  \\  ho  could  have  believed  a 
few  years  a.^o  that  from  this  city,  uhicli  iiad  been 
the  theatre  of  a  bitter  contlict  between  the  two 
|)rou(Iest  races  of  the  world,  their  descendants,  who 
to-day  ;ire  a  happily  iniited  peo|)le,  would  <;o  forth 
to  help  carry  the  blessini^s  of  their  own  institutions  to 
a  far  distant  land?  \\  ho  could  have  believed  thirtv- 
two  years  a,Ljo  that  the  scattered  Provinces  (jf  liritish 
North  .America  would  have  reached  such  a  |)oint  of 
development  to-day  that  they  would  be  able  and 
willin.u;,  and  cheerfull\-  willing;,  to  cement  with  their 
blood  the  m^ity  of  the  i'.mpire  in  its  most  distant 
part?  Men  of  the  Canadian  contin;^ent,  I  have  no 
recommendation  oi  re(]uest  to  make  to  _vou,  but  if  I 
had  it  Would  simpl\-  be  to  do  your  (hit)'.  More  than 
this  we  camiot  ask  ;  more  than  this  \ou  cannot  do- 
Ifyoudoyour  duty,  and  I  know  )du  will,  )<)U  take 
your  places  side  b\-  >ide  with  the  l)ublin  l*"usiliers,  the 
(lordon  lli;,,fhlanders,  and  the  l.ancashires,  who  only 
last  week  carried  tiie  colours  of  Mnijland  to  the 
topmost  heii,dUs  of  (llencoe,  Dundee,  anfl  l-'dand's 
I,aai;te.  If  \du  do  )-oin-  duty  yoin-  proud  countr\-- 
nuMi  will  ^hare  your  L;lorv.  .Should  anyone  of  xou 
unfortunalel)-  losf  lift-  or  limb  your  country  will 
fiel  that  _\ou  havt'  fullv  discharL^ed  the  dut\-  under 
which  you  place  lur  this  day  by  this  sacrifice  to 
Canada's  j,doiy,  the  i^lory  of  the  l'",mpire,  and,  above 
all,  to  the  cau^e  of  justice-,  humanity,  and  libert\\" 
In  lii>  brief .iddre-«s  Maior-(ieneral  llutlon  n-minded 
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tliL-  incn  that  arduous  duties  la\-  before  tln'in".  lie 
adjured  thcin  to  respect  the  Queen's  rei^ulations  and 
the  disciph'ne  of  the  ariny.  Canada's  honour  and 
renown  were  in  their  keeping;.  In  all  times  of  daui^er 
and  difficult)- they  were  to  ask  themselves:  "What 
will  the\-  say  of  us  in  Canada  ?  "  "  We  expect  of  you 
to  reflect    on   the    responsibilities    restin^^    on     your 
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shoulders  and  ac(iuit    )oursel\es    a-     men    and    as 
Canadians." 

Ma\or  I'arent  spoke  i'lo(|uentl>-  for  the  citizens  of 
( )uebec.  "the  most  l-'rench  cit>-  of  the  new  world." 
anil  for  the  l-'rench-Canadians  whom  he  re|)resented. 
In  the  course  of  hi^  address  he  said  :  "  No  matter  hou 
diverse  ma\- be  our  origin   .iiul  the  l.mmia^e  that  we 


9-' 


Till- 


\\   \l>l   I  \      'V'\-/7\r,/..V/.S 


■^|)cak.  ulu.  i.  thcv  that  uill   dare  t..  affirm   tl^at  uc 
liavc  n.,t  all  the  .|iiahtics  iK-cc>sar\-  f-.r  the  inakin-  of 
a  real  natm,,  ^     W|,„  ,i;,,^.  ,.^y  „|,„„  ^^,^.,^  ^^^  ..ccasicn 
as    the    present,  that   ue  are   n.,t   all   sh)cereK-  unitefl 
•""I  loyal  tMuarcIs  the  Canadian  Dominion  and   loval 
to    l-.M.t;Iand.   uhieh    has     ;^iven    us     so    complete'   a 
"H-asure    of    liln-rty  .^     \\\.     l->ench-Canadians     have 
l->ally   accepted    the   new   destinies   that    I'rovide.ice 
l>'-"Vi(led    t.,r    ,H   on    the   battlefiel.ls    of    i;^;        Is   it 
l";ssil.Ie  that  anybody  can  have  for.j^otten    i;;^    and 
'•^'-'.^     ( )n  the  snn)niit  of  this  pn.nd  rock  of  (  U,ebec 
•vndered   ilh.strious  by    |aa|iies  Cartier  an.l  rhamp- 
'■"■'.     'cliold.    but    a   feu-    steps    fn.m    this    place,   the 
superb  monume.U  erected   b.v  an  Kui^\.h  (iover.io,-  to 
the  ,nem..r\-  of  \\  olfe  and   Montcalm.     Whv  mav  ue 
•"•t    -ake   it   the  emblem    an,l    the    svmbo'l     of'  our 
""■'t...nal    unity  .^       I.,    us    l.ave    to    Jach    in.lividual 
a.non.^st  us  the  privik-e  to  retain  as  a  soi.ven'r  the 
n.se.  the  thistk-.  the  tleur-rledis.  or  the  shamrock,  an.l 
even  the  p.,t  ol  earth  that  the  Iri.h  immigrant   brin-s 
»'«li    l">n    from   un.k-r  distant    skies,   and    let    us    be 
''•'.te,l  lor  the  .^reat  an,!   holy  cause  that  uehave   in 
'y""l     the    (oun.lati.u,    of   a     -reat     nation    and    the 
•Irvelop.nent   ..f  the    boundless    resources    ,,f   a    .ich 
and   imnu-n^c  coimtrv." 

''lien  uith  an  eso.rt  of  the  city  rc-iments  an.i 
I'an.ls.  the  march  to  the  .hip  hv^^.n,  xhyu^^h  streets 
->  crowded  it  uas  diffuult  in  force  a  uav  The 
nt-/en.  of  (  ,ud,ec  had  turned  out  r.  n.issr.  and 
iHm.ired.  ha.l  con,e  from  other  parts  of  Canada. 
•  Ml  uere  stran.^ely  m..ve.I.  There  was  a  continuous 
'■"ar  of  cheers  ;  yc-t  cheering  was  not  em.u^h.     Hand. 
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were  rciichcd  mit  to  i^rasp  the  hands  of  tlie  men  as 
the\-  passed,  strantjers  and  friends  ahke.  l-Y-eUn^ 
was  everxwhere  as  near  to  sobs  as  to  sliouts.  So  on 
throir^h  the  i^aily-decorated  streets,  under  arclies. 
they  inarched,  upborne,  and  a^'ain  ahnost  over- 
whehned,  by»tlie  emotions  of  the  liour.  Men  wlio 
liad  seen  troops  embark  in  many  countries  sa\-  there 
never  was  such  a  scene. 

l-".mbarkation  itself  was  well  ordered  and  rapid. 
Once  aboard,  the  men  swarmed  the  decks  and  the 
riL;L;in,L;.  The  bands  on  the  deck  placed  '"  Rule 
Britannia"  and  "The  Soldiers  of  the  (Jueen."  As 
the  ship  be^^m  to  move  the  first  i^un  of  the  salute 
boomed  out  from  the  citadel  and  the  refrain  of  the 
National  Anthem  swelled  up  throu^di  the  croud. 
With  answerinjf  cheers  and  the  wavin;^  of  helmet> 
the  ship  moved  on,  accompanied  b\'  a  flotilla  of  !;.i\- 
river  boats,  from  which  the  last  cheers  went  up  as  she 
slowK-  rounded  I'oint  Levis  on  her  way  to  the  sea. 
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(.l<i:.\T  praise  has  bccMi  bestowed    upon    the    Royal 
Canadians   (,.r  their  \v(.ri<   chirin-;    the  first  sta<re' of 
I.ord  Roberts's  operations.      I,,  official  reports,  in  the 
despatches  of  newspaper  correspondents,  and  in  the 
•  'pitnons  expressed  by  their  comrades  in  action,  which, 
travelhn-   from  one  to  an-.ther.  make  the  reputation 
of  a  re.i,rimenl  in  the  arnn.  cre(ht   has  been   un-rud- 
.^iM-l\-  -iven.     There  has  been,  indeed,  a  -enerosity 
about  tins  praise  which  does  hoiK^ur  to  all  concerned. 
iVrhaps    much    was    not    expected  ;     perhaps,    from 
I.<.rd  R.,berts  down,  the  effects  upon  wider   Imperial 
mterests  were  alwa\  s  present   in  the  mind  ;  but  the 
heartiness  of  the  acI<nowled-,rment  of  sterlin.;  (jualities 
can  be  exjjlained  only  as  the  tribute  of  brave  men. 
without  littleness  of  disposition,  to  other  brave  men 
who  were  reco-insed  as  wortin-  comrades.     And  the 
standard  set  up  in  the  fati.-ue  duty,  marchin^r   and 
fiKlitin-    between    I  )e    Aar   and    Hloemfontein.    was 
jireserved  to  the  end  of  the  campai^ni. 

This  first  i)eriod  was  a  very  severe  test.  In  one 
sense  the  first  contin.L;ent  was  compo.sed  of  picked 
men.        ['hex-    were    \oun-;  an<l   stron-.    althouj^h    in 
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the  li;istc  with  uliich  tliiiv^s  were  dcme  suine  were 
admitted  who  were  not  (juite  ijh)sically  fit.  \'et  the 
inijority  were  men  of  i^ood  phx'siqiie,  and  bi;4t;er  men 
than  the  averai^e  of  the  British  reijiments.  lint  they 
had  had  no  special  trainin_Li  for  the  kind  of  work  before 
tliem,  and  full}'  one-tliird  were  not  even  jjroficient 
in  elementar)'  mihtarj-  drill.  It  was  little  more  than 
the  raw  material  of  a  rei;iment  that  embarked  at 
Oiiebec  ;  unit}",  solidit}',  and  expertness  were  to  be  the 
products  of  (liscij)line  and  exjierience.  Not  till  after 
I'aardeberjj;  did  a  perfect  rej4iment  exist,  with  uniform 
l)roficienc>'  and  an  esprit  dc  inrps  in  which  personal, 
sectional,  and  comjiany  feelinj^s  were  merijed.  l*"or 
the  particular  conditions  of  the  cani|)aii;n  nothinij 
in  their  Canadian  experience  had  |)repared  them. 
('ertainl\' the>' had  not  been  traiiuvl  for  the  terrible 
marchiuL;  the\-  had  to  underi^o.  \\alkin.i;  is  not  a 
favourite  form  of  exercise  in  Canada  ;  and  man\'  a 
man  who  could  last  throuijh  a  lacrosse  or  football 
match,  pull  a  stronj^  oar.  or  win  a  canoe  r;ice.  would 
find  a  lonjj;  march  difficult.  Leavin;^  Canada  at  the 
<:w\  of  n  loni;  sinnmer,  the\-  were  forced  to  ;4o  throu<jh 
a,L;ain  another  suminer  season  more  trying'  than  their 
own.  l*"orthemen  of  South  Africa  and  .\ustralia  there 
was  not  this  break  in  the  course  of  the  seasons,  and 
the  l'ln<;lish  summer  is  less  extreme  than  the  ('ana(h"an 
summer.  Then.  aj;ain,  there  was  nothinj4  in  the 
work  the)-  had  to  do  in  this  period  which  called  for 
the  |)eculiar  (jualifications  a  Colonial  mi;4'it  be  sup- 
posed to  possess.  The)-  did  little  scouting  and  had 
k'w  chances  for  individual  initiative. 

In  intelli<'ence  the  average  was  hitrh.     .\11  classes 
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"f  tlu-  Canadian   jxvjplc  uciv  ivpresL-ntcd,   tlvj    pn.- 
fessional    and   hiisinc-^s    classes    hcin--    fiill_\-   as    uoll 
rejjrcsentcd    as    any  others.       M,,st   were    city   men. 
It  was  no  taste  for  the  driid<,rery  or  nionot<jnv  of  a 
sohh'er's    life   that    made  them   enlist.       Kather'  they 
>oii_L;ht    adventure,   and   if  there  was   to  be    fiijhtino- 
they  wanted  to  fi-ht.      \c{  they  willini^ly  undertook 
whatever  task  was  allotted  and,  in  t^eneral,  accepted 
the  situation  as  they  founrl  it,  strivin-   to  learn,  and 
t.ikinij  a  pride  in  doinjj;  their  work  (juickly  and  well. 
Indeed,   the  spirit  of  emulation    was   stron^^     Thev 
felt  that  the\-  were  Canadians  on  trial,  and  sometimc's 
in  their  over-ea-erness  not  to  be  found  wantin;^  they 
ma\-  have  wasted  ener-y.     .\    hill  share  of  difficult 
work  fell  to  their  lot,  .uid.  owini;   to  imperfecli(.ns  in 
their  water-supply  system  and  break-downs  or  dela\  > 
"f  transport.  the\-  had  iiuite  as  much   inconvenience 
and    i)ri\ation    to    en. lure    as    an>-    others.       It    i>    a 
marvel    that    men     could     live    and    do    what    Lord 
Roberta's  arinv  (lid   in   that   month   iK-tweeii  ( iraspan 
and   Hloemfontein.      I'he  Canadian^  made  no  record 
marches,  and  probably  performed   no  feat  that  would 
distiuL^uish  them  in  any  particular  respect  above  the 
others;   but   in   that   heroic  company  they  held  their 
own. 

Without  experience  of  battle  and  with  no  re.i;i- 
metital  traditions  to  inspire  or  coerce  them,  the\- 
faced  the  enemy  cheerfully  ;ind  steadii)-.  The  effect 
of  Iraditi.Mi  in  deternu'm"n.<4  throu-h  centuries,  and 
with  a  constantiv-  chan-inq;  (^crsoiiiwl,  the  character 
ol  a  re.un'ment  and  the  manner  in  which  it  will  meet 
d.iiiLier,  is  one  of  the  most  strikin- of  all  psychological 
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iinil    moral    pliciioinoiia.     To    the    Royal    Canadians 
tluTc  beloiiL;e(l  no  traditions  except  of  j^arrison  dut)-. 

riie  yonn;^'  recruits  were  ^iven  tlie  name  of  an 
untried  re.^iment.  and  were  sent  out  to  make 
tr.iditions  for  tliemselves  and  tor  their  countrymen. 
One  company  received  its  harmless  baptism  of  fire 
at  Sunnyside,  but  the  fir>t  time  tlie  whole  rej^iment 
went  into  action  was  at  Paardeberi4  l>rift-  After  an 
all-m',L;ht  march,  and  without  nourishment  except 
a  swallow  of  rum  or  coffee,  and  in  a  few  isolated 
cases  a  bit  cjf  biscuit,  they  were  thrown  forward 
across  the  open  aj^ainst  an  enemy  they  could  at  no 
time  see,  and  lav  all  (la\-  in  the  sun  behinrl  anthills 
or  ine(|ualities  of  the  j^nnunl,  realising  all  the  time 
that  the  enemy  could  see  them  and  that  every  sli<,dn 
exposure  would  draw  fire,  aimed,  not  promiscuousl\-, 
but  at  each  as  a  separate  tartlet.  L'ntil  five  o'clock 
on  this  day  they  were  left  alone  in  this  position 
without  the  moral  su|)port  that  ccjmes  from  direct 
contact  with  others.  Not  only  did  they  endure  this 
ordeal  without  demoralisation,  but  the\-  were  readv 
to  take  i)art  in  the  char.^e,  and  tiie\-  left  their  dead 
marest  the  enemy's  trenches.  Not  only  so,  but 
man\-  ot  them  spent  the  whole  night  in  .searching;  ftjr 
and  iielpinj^r  the  wounded. 

There  is  a  camp  story  to  the  effect  that  when  this 
charj^e  was  pro[)o.sed  Lieut. -C"o|.  Otter  demurred. 
The  distance  was  too  -reat.  and,  after  a  full  day's 
l)ractice,  the  enemv  knew  the  v,iu-^v  of  e\er\-  ]jart. 
It  I-  said  that  an  Imperial  officer  then  remarked. 
••  If  you  don't  like  to,  or  flon't  know  how  to.  the 
rornwalls  will  show  you."     Lieut.-C'ol.  Otter  replied, 
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"The  devil  you  will.  Wc  will  lead,  and  \>ui  may 
keep  up  if  \-()U  can."  Hut  the  Canadians  were  dis- 
api)()inted  at  the  result.  llaviuLj  once  beijun  to 
chari,v.  the\-  had  the  disc<jurai,dn;-;  sense  that  not 
even  the  most  murderous  fire  should  have  stopped 
them.  The)-  had  been  decimated,  but  that  n'v^hi 
the\-  felt  it  would  have  been  better  that  onl\-  a  tenth 
should  ha\e  survived,  if  thej-  could  but  somehow 
ha\e  L;ot  home  with  the  bayonet.  Their  conduct 
did  not  reach  their  ideal.  lUit  next  inorninL,^  the\- 
had  the  satisfactiftti  of  findinj;  that  the  enemy  would 
not  wait  a  renewal  of  th.e  attack,  and  had  retreated 
durin;^  the  nij^ht.     'I'he  end  had  been  accom[)lished. 

.\;4ain,  in  the  earl\'  mr)rninL,^  of  Majuba  Da)-,  they 
stole  up  witiiin  les>  than  a  lunidred  yards  of  the 
Hoer  trenches  and  obeyed  their  instructions  to  the 
letter,  the  front  rank  Ixin.i;  down  and  coveriiiLj  tiie 
rear  rank,  which  set  to  work  to  entrench.  There 
was  ever\  thini;"  in  this  advance  in  the  darkness  to  tr\- 
the  nerves  and  excite  the  imai;ination,  and  when 
the  spirts  of  flame  shot  out  from  the  Hoer  trenches 
not  sixty-five  xr.rds  distant  from  one  part  of  tiie  line, 
the  majority  were  facins^^  fire  for  the  third  time  onlw 
rhe\-  held  their  positions  for  the  twenty  minutes  of 
the  hottest  ritle  fire.  Two  companies  held  theirs 
until  the  white  (\;v^  flew  from  the  trenches  in  front  of 
them,  and  all  would  have  held  (»n  had  not  someone 
without  authorit)-  shouted,  "  Retire,  and  take  your 
wounded."  Ihe  captains  of  (i  and  II  Comp.uiies 
either  did  not  hear  this  shout,  or.  recoL;nisini4  that  it 
must  be  a  mist.ike,  refii>eil  to  obe)'.  This  action,  like 
that  at  the  Drift,  ma\'  have  lackeil  in  some  respects 
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the  ideal  perfection  of  romance,  but  it  coinjiletely 
succeeded.  The  judgment  of  Lord  Roberts  may  be 
accejited  uitlioiit  reservation,  that  it  was  "  a  gallant 
deed,  worthy  of  our  Colonial  comrades  " — worthy  of 
Canadians,  and  worthy  of  those  who  would  be 
comrades  with  the   best  of  Britain's  army. 

When  the  Saidiiiiivi  sailed  from  Quebec  she  had 
onboard  1,141  ^ouU.  The  Royal  Canadians  mustered 
1,039.  There  were,  besides,  special  service  officer.--, 
three  chaplains,  one  representative  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associatiijn,  four  nurses,  four  war 
corresjjondents  sent  by  Canadian  newspapers,  two 
officers  "  attached  for  passaj^e,"  and  a  crew  of  eij^hty. 

I*"or  the  first  week  of  the  voyage,  while  the  con- 
tingent was  finding  its  "  sea  legs  "  in  rough  weather, 
few  duties  were  imposed  e.xcept  those  essential  to 
order  and  cleanliness.  \^y  November  6th,  however, 
work  cominenced  in  earnest.  The  narrow  spaces  of 
a  crowded  ship  afforded  little  scop'\but  good  use  was 
made  of  what  there  was.     The  ning  began  early 

with  a  run  around  the  deck  in  ousers  and  shirts, 
followed  by  a  shower-bath  in  companies  at  the  mouth 
ofah(jse;  then  breakfast;  then  drill  and  exercises, 
and  rille  practice;  then  dinner,  and  a  short  rest ;  then 
more  drill  and  e.\ercise  until  supjjer-time.  A  Ma.xim 
squad  was  organised  and  was  tirilled  in  its  work. 
lM)r  the  officers  there  were  daily  lectures  on  theory 
and  practice,  and  much  experience  in  routine  duties. 
In  the  .>hort  eve. lings  there  were  concerts  and  other 
lorin>  of  entertainment,  and  religious  services  were 
regularl>-  held  and  were  well  attended. 

.\t  sea,  on  N(jvember  3rd,  occurred  the   first  death 
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in  tliL'  rank-.  I'liv.ilr  lldwanl  Dolauticrs.  >.){  \) 
Company.  a])|)aivntl>-  a  stion-  man.  died  of  licart 
f.iiluiv.  lie  was  buried  with  due  ccrcmon)-.  and  tlic 
orders  ofthc  d;'.y  rci)ortc(l  that  one  liad  Ijccn  "  struck 
from  tlu-  >trcn-tl>  "  of  the  rc-imcnt.  To  his  comrades 
this  first  dcatli  was  more  shocking  and  safklonin;.^  than 
any  ofthc  lop-  h'st  tliat  was  fated  to  follow. 

The  health  of  the  rest  of  the  regiment  was  excellent, 
and  time  was  not  allowed  to  drat;  heavily.  Still  few 
ever  more  eaL,reily  looked  for  land.  It  was  to  be  the 
land  of  their  L;reat  adventure.  As  the  Surdiuian  did 
nut  touch  at  the  Cape  \'erde  Islands,  the  only  news 
they  had  of  the  pro-ress  of  the  w.ir  was  contained  in 
two  or  three  Cape  Town  newspapers  received  on  the 
15th  from  a  passin-  >hip.  In  them  was  chronicled 
the  disaster  at  Mch(jlson's  Xek.  At  last,  on  the 
mornin-  of  November  2(jth,  the  dim  outlines  of  Table 
Mountain  were  descried,  and  by  ntjon  the  Sardiiiiuii 
had  come  to  anchor  in  the  harbour.  After  medical 
inspection  and  a  visit  from  a  civic  dei)Utation,  loudly 
acclaimed  by  the  assembled  transports,  she  steamed 
slowly  to  her  dock.  The  excitement  on  board  found 
vent  in  cheers,  and  as  the  ship  drew  alon.^side  the 
dock  at  six  o'clock  the  boys  san;^  •'  The  Maple  Leaf 
I-"or  I'lver,"  and  then  "(iod  Save  the  Oueen."  A 
corneti>t  on  shore,  in  answer,  lead  the  united  crowds 
in  "  Rule  Hrilannia."  Ihe  voya;4e  of  over  7,000  miles 
had  been  made  in  thirt\-  da\s. 

T.intali-in,L;  tliou-h  it  w  as  disembarkation  did  not 
take  jjlace  until  the  followini;  d.iy.  HyS.^oon  the 
mornin-  of  the  .^uth  the  Royal  Canadians  were  drawn 
up   for   inspection    on    South   African  .soil.     As  the\- 
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marched  from  the  dock  to  Green  I'oiiit  Camp,  three 
miles  a\va\-,  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  accfirded 
them  a  soul-stirrinj;  welcome.  Tents  were  pitched, 
and  diirinnr  the  afternoon  and  the  following;  mornin<r 
preparations  for  an  immediate  advance  to  the  front 
were  completed.  Men  were  picked  out  to  remain  in 
Cape  Town,  and  the  battalion  was  thus  reduced  to  its 
proper  estaiilishment.  When  it  was  discovered  that 
some  of  the  officers  commanding;  comiJanies  had 
broiiLjht  more  men  to  Quebec  than  thej-  had  been 
expected  to  brintj,  the  Director  of  Medical  Services 
went  throu^di  the  ranks  to  weed  out  the  excess 
number,  but  the  keen  disappointment  of  those  set 
aside  led  to  the  decision  to  send  them  all  on  to 
Cape  Town.  At  1.30  |).m.  on  December  1st  the 
rei;iment  entrained  for  the  north.  As  the  .\ustralian 
contin^fcnts,  which  had  arrived  a  few  da\s  sooner, 
left  the  same  da\-,  the  double  event  was  celebrated 
with  the  utmost  enthusiasm  by  the  peo|)Ie  of  Cape 
Town.  That  tant^nlile  evidence  of  the  co-operative 
spirit  amou};  the  Colonies  touched  the  Colonists  of 
South  .\frica  as  no  other  event  of  the  war  had  done. 
Sir  Alfred  .Milner  and  the  principal  civic  officials 
were  present  .it  the  stajon. 

Just  three  days  before,  Lord  Methuen  had  foui^ht 
the  balt'e  at  Modder  Kivir.  and  a  start  for  the  front 
raised  visions  of  immediate  conflict,  but  si.rne  weeks 
of  \ir\-  benefici.d  trainiiii.;  were  to  intervene  betuc-n 
these  visions  ;md  the  realitv.  .\  fortv-liours'  ji.urnev 
b>'  tram  took  the  Canadians  to  De  .\ar.  500  miles 
north  of  Ciipe  Touii,  and  in  the  earlv  mornin;^ 
of   Sunda)-,   December    ?rd,  the\'  marched    from    tin- 
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station  to  tlici-  camp  beside  the  C')rii\valls.     A  fierce 
saiulstorm  lireeted  their  arrival.     Here  they  made  the 
acciuaintance  (jf  British   retjulars,  and   saw  how  the 
I".iii;inecrs  planned  an<l  constructed  defence  works. 
On  the  7th  tho\-  were  moved  up  on  open  trucks  to 
Orani^e  River.     Hefore  tents  v  ere  pitched  a  thunder- 
storm burst  over  them  and  the>- had  their  first  ^ood 
henchini;.     On  the   followin^f  day  200  of  the  men 
were  detailed   to  build   a  railway  siding;  and  a  goods 
platform,     .\bout  half  a  mile  of  track  and  a  double 
l)latform    were   comiileted    in    a    da>-,  and    the  men 
ceased  work  just  in   time  to  receive  the  coiigratula- 
tions    of    Lieut. -C'ol.    (iirouard.   their    distingui-^hed 
fellow-countryman,    who    arrived    that    night    on    a 
t.iurof  railwa\-  insjjection.      Their  fir.-M  task  showed 
them     able-bodied,    intelligent,    and     willing.      The 
enemv    was    not    far  off,  and  when    they  took   their 
sh.ne  of  picket  dut;-  they  had   their  first  rcsi)onsi- 
l)ilit>-  of  the  war. 

Two  da\s  onl)-  were  spent  at  Orange  River,  the 
right  half  of  the  battalion  moving  to  lielmont  on  the 
(>th,  and  the  other  half  following  on  the  lOth.  With 
Helmont  and  the  surrounding  countr\-  the  Ro\al 
r.niadians  became  thoroughl\-  familiar,  since  it  was 
their  hcadiiuarters  for  two  montlis.  It  was  here 
they  were  ewrci^ed  in  all  kinds  of  military  opera- 
tions the\-  might  afterward  have  wvcd  to  perform. 
■|lu"\-  were  not  spared  in  an\'  wa>-,  but  were  given 
good  hard  work,  and  llu->-  left  lU-hnoiit  readv  to  be 
brii^adi-il  with  the  (iordons,  the  Cornu.ilJs.  and  the 
Shrop^hires  without  1' >\\cMiiig  the  average  usefulness 
ol   the   briiiadi-.      IuovikIi   mouths  .i^  iJu'v   spnit  at 
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iiL-Iinnnt  h,ul  h^inlly  cntcrc.l  into  their  calculations, 
l)iit  Ihcy  had  ahva.\s  JK-fore  thcin  the  hope  that  soon 
the\-  nii.Ljht  have  an  opportnnity  to  pmve  themselves 
in  actnal  contlict.  ,  here  the  sl^ijl  they  were  then 
cheerfully  aopn'rinL,^  would  \  isibly  affect  results. 
One  break  there  was  when  C  C'(jinpan>-  was 
selected  to  take  part  in  an  expedition  to  Douj^las. 
Hut  Christinas  passed  b.-forc  this  urst  chance  came 
a  hot  ("hri'.tmas,  with  a  sandstorm,  a  shower  of  rain, 
and  a  bath  in  a  sheep-wash,  instead  of  the  bracinjj 
natiu-al  conditions  ,,f  a  Christmas  at  home. 

Ft   wa-.  then   the  darkest  period  of  the   war.      On 
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•ceinber    10th     (ieneral    (iatacre    was    re|nilse(l    at 
.Stormber-,  150  miles  to  the  south-east  of  Helmont  ; 
o      die    nth     l.ord    Methuen    foui^ht    the    disastrous 
batlle   of    MaL;ersf(.ntein,   only   twenty    miles    to  the 
north  ,  and  three  days  later,  in  Natal,  (Ieneral  Huller 
failed  to  force  a  passai^e  of  the  'I'ui^ela.    All  aloni^^  the 
line  the  15riti>h  had  suffered.     Not  only  did  the  Hoers 
themselves  -rratly  -ain  in  confidence,  but  the  Dutch 
in  the   British  Colonies  were  enc-airai^ed  to  take  the 
field,      just  west  of  Helmont,  alon-,'   Lord  .Methiien's 
line  of  comnumications,  the  most  formidable  uprising; 
occurred.        ihe     loyali>ts    were     notitleil     that     bv 
Jaiuiar>-   1st   the\-  must  either  join  the  ranks  of  the 
rebels   nr  lliv    from   their    hnnu-s.      It    was    in    these 
circiun>tances   that    the  expolition   to    Dou-las   was 
planned.      It  was  es.c-nti,dl\-  an  affair  of  the  Helmont 
•  amp,  and  l.ieut.-Co|.  ( )iicr  is  erediti'd  with  >u^'4est- 
in-    il,   althuui;h    the   command    of   the   force   fell   to 
Col.MU-1  I'iKlu'r.  who  carrie.l  the  nndertakin-  throi|w|i 
w  ith  lirilliant  ■-iicces>. 
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ICvciy  precaution  was  taken  ti>  prevent  any 
intimation  of  the  inoveinent  from  reachinij  the  Hoers. 
and  on  December  31st,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
a  force  left  camp,  composed  of  some  _'oo  men  of  the 
(juecnsliind  Monnted  [nf.nitry,  with  two  Maxims, 
40  men  of  the  Royal  H(Jr■^e  Artillery,  with  two 
l;iuis,  50  men  of  the  Imperial  Mounted  Infantry 
and  Royal  Munsters.  two  companies  of  the  Cornwalls, 
and  101  men  of  C"  Company  Ro>-aI  Canadians,  under 
Cai)tain  Harker  and  Lieutenants  Marshall,  Wilkie, 
and  Temple,  with  two  Maxims  and  23  men 
under  Captain  Hell.  1  he  Canadians  and  Cornwalls 
rode  in  buck-wa;4^ons.  The  rest  of  the  force  were 
mounted.  Twents-two  miles  were  covered,  and 
Thornhill  reached,  before  d.irk.  At  six  o'clock  next 
mormiiL;  the  column  started  attain.  Scouts  soon 
brouL;ht  word  that  the\-  had  located  a  Hoer  laa^^er  at 
the  north  end  of  the  ridj^e  that  ran  from  north  tf) 
south  across  the  road  and  ri.^^ht  ahead.  At  9.45  the 
order  came  to  form  for  attack.  Tlie  Canadians  were 
part  of  the  ri'dit  flankint;  force.  A  brisk  march  of  an 
hour  and  a  ijuarter  brouj^ht  them  just  opposite  the 
enem\-,  and  a.  capital  shot  from  one  of  the  .ijims, 
which  burst  rlirectly  (»ver  the  laager,  conveyed  the 
fu-t  intelli;4ence  to  the  Boers  of  the  presence  of  the 
Ihilish.  Hastily  takin;^  cover  the\  replied  witli  rifle 
\'\w.  in  the  face  of  this  tlie  Canadians  were  orderetl 
to  double  across  joo  yards  of  open  sp,-ice  and  sei/.e  a 
■-uKill  rifli^e  runnini;  parallel  Im  the  main  rid^e. 
riiis  was  {\ti\\c  in  dashiuL;  --lyle  and  without  losing;- 
tiuir  ftirmation.  Ihen  for  the  fu^t  lime  in  the  war 
thi'    Canadian^    hred    with    tlu'    enem\-    as    a    target. 
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WastiiiL,'  IK)  ainimiiiitii)ii.  tlicir  rifle  .ukI  Maxim  fire 
so.  Ill  liad  an  apiMVciablc  effect  in  siib(luin.i,^  that  of 
the  l^oers.  L'luler  cover  of  this  fh'version  antl  the  fire 
of  the  L^iMis,  mounted  men  were  pushin.^;  round  to  the 
north,  and.  skirting  the  southern  end  of  the  rid^'e, 
around  to  the  west,  wliile  the  Austrah'ans  advanced 
astride  the  rid-e.  Then  the  ("anathans  joined  hands 
with  the  Austrah'ans  and  a  chart;e  with  the  bayonet 
ended  in  the  capture  of  forty-two  i)risoners  and  the 
complete  camj)  and  supplies.  The  exultation  of 
victory  was  known.  The  Canadians  had.  unharmed, 
l)la\ed  their  pa  "t  with  coolness  and  precision  in  the 
first  notable  success  iifter  lon^j  weeks  of  Hritish 
depression.  The  Hoers  were  defeated  at  their  own 
.i;ame. 

I.eaviuL;  u  nruard  in  char!.,'e  of  the  -x-isoncrs.  the 
column  on  the  followin^f  morning  pu^lied  (jn  to 
Don;  las.  which  the  Hoers  evacuated.  The  loyal 
inhabitants  received  them  enthusiasticall}-.  and  next 
d.iy  accompanied  them  on  their  return  march.  The 
Canadians  shared  their  wa^i^ons  with  the  women  and 
children,  .and  a|)peare(l  in  the  -^remal  ivir  of  enter- 
tainers ;md  comforters.  Where  the  ro.ids  were  heavy, 
both  -oiuLi  ■•i"<l  comin■,^  the  men  inarched,  and  lo:! 
un'les  in  less  than  five  days,  with  a  brisk  en-^a.^ement 
thrown  in,  w.is  not  a  bad  record. 

Notlun^  t'lsf  of  much  importance  occurretj  until 
I'Vbruary  i:!th,  when  the  re-iment  was  moved  to 
draspan,  s.,me  seven  or  ei-ht  miles  up  the  railway-, 
to  take  its  place  in  the  |.,Mvat  inarch  to  liloeinfi.ntein. 
Lord  Roberts  and  1  .ord  Kitclu-ner  had  then  In-en  in 
.•^ouih  Africa  one  month,      .\fier  stnd\  in-   tin-  situ.i- 
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ti.Mi  at  all  points,  I^ord  R.iberts  decided  to  strike  first 
at  Commandant  Cronje's  force,  which  barred  the  ua\- 
to  Kimbericx-.     Conceaiin-    as   well   as    possible    his 
immediate  ..bjective,  he  concentrated  at  Craspan  an 
army    of  40.000    men.      .Suddenl>-  he   sent    (General 
French  with  a  Cavalry  Divisi(m  and   Horse  .\rtillery 
on   a  wide    flankinL;    movement    to    the    ri!,du.     The 
intention  was  to  follow  up  this  movement  so  rapidly 
with  infantry-  that  Cronje's  retreat  to  the  east  would 
l-'C  cut  off.  while  Cicneral  I'rench  relieved  Kimbcrley. 
Hut  Cronje  qukkW  -rasped  the  significance  of  the 
tactics  he  evidently  had  not  fully  anticipated,  and  in 
the  nick  of  time  bet,Mn  his  desperate  retreat  alon-^^  the 
b<iiiks  of  the    Modder.     (ieneral   l-"rench  had  p.as.^ed 
northward,  and    Ceneral    Kelly-Kenny  had    not    yet 
arrived.      (ieneral    Kelly-Kenny    altered    his    course 
and  set  off  in   pursuit.     Cronje  did  not   believe  the 
liritish  could  leave  the  railroad  in  this  wa\-  or  make 
such  good  time.     He  was  mistaken,  for  the   Mritish 
caught  his  rearguard  on  the  17th.  and  before  he  could 
extricate    himself    other     British    divisions    arrived, 
(ieneral   I'rench    swept    down    from    Kimberley,  and 
he    was    surrounded    at    I'aardeberg.     Lor<l    Roberts 
knew   that  the  commissariat  and  the  transj)ort  woulrl 
not     be   adecpiate,    but     he    knew    also    that    British 
soldiers  would    march  and  fight  on    a  biscuit  a  day 
for  a  leader  the\-  loved. 

It  was  on    I'ebruary  ijjth,  two  days  after  (ieiural 

iM-ench    set    out,  that    the    Canadians    left    (iraspan. 

rhe>-   were    i-ntered   in    the   yth    Division,   under   .Sir 

llenrv    ('..Iville,    which    consisted    of    two    brigades. 

One  of  these,  the  i.jlh  Mrigade,  was  composed  of  the 
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Jiid  Duke  of  Coniwairs  Lij^ht  InfaiUn-,  the  Jiid 
Sliropshirc  Li;-jht  Infantr)-,  the  ist  Gordon  HiL,di- 
landcrs,  and  the  Royal  Canadians;  the  otl'.er  was 
the  Ilit^hland  Bri;jjade.  The  19th  Brit^ade  was 
commanded  by  Major-General  Smith-Dorien.  The 
effective  stren<;th  of  the  Ro\al  Canadians  was  S95. 
They  formed  the  reap^iiard  of  the  column,  and  delays 
in  the  transport  train  and  deficienc\'  in  the  water 
supjjl}'  made  the  march  of  fifteen  miles  to  Ram  Dam 
very  tedious  and  tr\-ing.  In  some  respects  the 
Canadians  were  not  as  well  eiiuipped  as  the  other 
rcLjiments,  and  their  water-cart  was  an  old  one 
captured   from  the   Boers  at  Sunnj'side. 

Next  day  the\-  made  a  ;4oy'  march  of  twelve  miles 
to  Watervaal  Drift  as  advanced  guard,  but  as  tlie 
re|,^iment  had  to  find  all  the  duties  for  the  (la\-  the>- 
had  plenty  of  hard  work  besides.  The  heat  was 
intense.  Two  hundred  of  the  men  won  great  praise 
for  the  wa\"  they  took  the  big  naval  guns  through 
the  Riet  Rivei.  Here  Lord  Roberts  joined  them, 
and  the  Canadians  furnished  his  guard  of  honour. 
1  le  complimented  the  regiinent  oii  its  physiijue  and 
a|;|)earance. 

l-'or  three  days  more  the  steady  progress  continued, 
and  then,  on  the  night  of  the  I7lh,  the  Brigade  was 
ru>hed  forward.  Cronje  had  been  brought  to  bay  at 
I'aardeberg.  Again  the  Canadians  formed  the  rear- 
guard, and  again  they  had  worries  and  delaxs  on 
account  of  the  transport.  Hut  the\'  covered  t\\ent\- 
i>ne  miles  during  the  night,  and  re.iched  the  Drift  at 
six  in  the  morning.  .\s  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
Cronje  was  attempting  to  escape,  the  men  had  been 
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pi't  upon  half  rations.     IIiini,n-_\-  and  tired,  the}-  stood 
waitini,^    for    breakfast,    ulicn    the   order    came    that 
thrilled   e\er\-  man  of  them   -they  were  to  go  into 
action  at  once.     .\  swallow  (jf  rum  or  coffee  was  all 
they   could    L^et,   but    fresh    life    had   come   with    the 
thun-ht  of  battle.      ForchiiL;  the  Modder  River,  which 
at  this  ])oint  flowed  \er\-  >wiftly,  the  water  up  to  their 
armpits,  the>- formed  up  on  the  north  bank.     The  9th 
l)i\  ision  was  to  attack  the  heackinarters  laai^er  of  the 
enem\-,  and  the  19th  Hri;^a(le  was  detailed  for  the  left 
attack  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  while  the   lIiL,di- 
land  Hri;^ade  kei)t  t')the  south  side.   The  Hoers  occu- 
pied a  bend  in  the  river-bed  and  some  ravines  about 
two  miles  from  the  Drift.     I'^or  over  half  this  distance 
the  rc\u,M"ment  advanced  rapidlv,  and  then,  reaching;  the 
crest  of  a   sli^^ht   ridt^^e,   it   came   under   fn-e.      It  was 
the  first  time  the  whole  ri-i;iment  had  ever  been  u"  Icr- 
lire.      Hef>re  them  fur  1,50 J  wards  there  was  a  sandy 
plain   with   a   icw  ine(iualities,  a    ^cw  anthills.  ;md  a 
(ijw   bushes.     On   the   ri.L;ht,  In-  tlie  river,  wen-   trees, 
and  on  the  left  a  ridi^e  ruiun'ni,'^  |>arallel  w  ith  the  river. 
Part  of  the  ('(irnwalls  were  to  the  rii,dn,  the  (iordons 
and  .Shropshiies  to  tin-  left,  a. id  on  the  k-ft  rear  some 
!4un>    and    one  of   the  Canadian    Ma.\ims— the  onl\- 
.Maxim     j^ot    acro>s    the    ri\er    that    day.       Hut    the 
(■ana<lians  were  i)ractically  alone  in  that   part  of  the 
fiild,   and    until    late    in    the    afternin.n    received   no 
ordi-r-^   or   instructions    from    au\    one,   their    actions 
beiuL;  i;iu'tk'd  alto;_;ether  I)\-  their  (av  11  officers.    Arnund 
a  circumfeieiK  e  cpf  twenty  \\\\\v>  the  fi.L;IU  raL;ed. 

\W  9.30  ■   .n.  they  were   fiillv  enj4a-ed.      .\   and   l' 
Companies  formed  the  first  firinir-line,  \)  and   I-",  the 
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suppDrt,  and   15.   F,  (i,  and   H  the  reserve;  but  the 
firin_Lj-liiie  was  reinforced  from  time  to  time  by  the 
otlier  companies.     Major  Hiiclian  (Lieut-Col.  on  the 
Permanent  Force  at  home;  had  chari^e  of  the  firin,;jj- 
line.  which  he  directed  in  the  coolest  manner  all  daw 
Major  I'elletier    Lieut-Col.  Canadiaii  Staff),  an  excel- 
lent officer,  was  with  the  support.     Lieut-Col.   Otter 
had  his  station  for  the  t^reater  i)art  of  the  time  in  the 
centre,  scannin^j  the  field  and  t^ivinLj  orders  as  if  on  a 
fieid-da\-    at    Niagara    camp.     Takin;.^    ad\antai;e  ot 
every  bit  t)f  cover,  by  crawliiiLj,  by  short  rushes,  the 
men  moved  forward,  until  their  rii;ht  was  within  400 
yards,  and  their  left  within  Soo  \-ards,  of  the   Boers. 
The   enem)-  were  perfectly  concealed  ;  but  whenever 
there   was    the   least    exposure    on    the    part    of   the 
Canadians  a  fire  was  attracted  which    showed   that 
every  movement  of  theirs  was  observed.     The  men 
deliberatel)-  and  carefully  returned   th.e    fire.     "  The 
fire  (liscii)line  of  the  several  companies  ens^a;4ed   was 
excellent,  and   perfect   coolness    as   well    as    accurate 
shootini;    was    maintained    throut;hout."      This    was 
Lieut-Col.   Otter's    rejxirt.      One   after    another    men 
were  hit.  two  men   in    the  reserve  beini;'  struck   first. 
Lieutenant   ALirshall.  unable  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  stretcher-bearers  for  the  first  man   wounded 
near  him,  arose  and  carried  the  man  off  the  field  him- 
self, assisted  by  I'rivate  Mc(jwerin.     The  private  was 
wounded.    Captain  .\rnold,of  .\  Compan},  one  of  the 
bra\e>t   and   best,  standing;'  uj)  the  belter  to  observe 
tile  |)(»iti(in  .md  direct  his  men,  was  struck  twice  anil 
fell  mortall)'  wounded.  Two  stretcher-bearers  came  up, 
but  had    not  carr^    I  him   far  when  both  were  struck 
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(loun.  Tuo  mine  xnhiiUctrcd  and  one  fell.  Sun^con- 
("aiitain  Fisct  came  out  and  dressed  his  wounds  on 
the  field.  So  tlic  hours  passed.  About  three  in  the 
afternoon  a  lieavv  shower  fell,  succeeded  by  a  cold 
wind,  and  tlie  men  shivered  as  the\-  Ia\-.  Still  they 
fought  on,  creeping  ever  closer. 

Shortly  before  fi\e  o'ck^ck  tliree  coinpanies  of  the 
C'ornwalls  arrived,  and  Colonel  Aldworth,  their 
t,fallant  commander,  informed  Lieut-("ol.  Otter  that 
he  "  had  orders  to  finish  this  business  "  and  "  proposed 
doini;  so  with  the  bayonet."  He  asked  information 
as  to  the  disposition  of  the  force  and  the  position  of 
the  enem\-.  The  order  was  passed  aloni;  the  line  and 
ba\-onets  were  fixed.  It  was  one  (tf  the  last  instances 
in  the  war  of  a  straight  chari^e  across  the  open  over  a 
lont;' distance.  A't  3.15  the  line  rose.  In  the  words 
of  l-rederick  Hamilton,  corres])ondent  of  the  Toronto 
()ltilh\  who  was  on  the  s|)ot  :  "  Instantl)-  a  dead!\- 
fire  rose  from  the  Hoer  trenches.  Hundreds  of  men 
whom  our  watchers  on  the  left  had  not  st'cn  sprang' 
to  the  li])  of  the  bank  and  beL;an  firing-  over  it.  The 
air  back  at  the  Soo-yards  ran_L;e  resounded  with  a  loii^ 
fusillade  of  whip-cracks,  as  the  Mausers  went  in  nii;ht 
overhead.  The  bullets  smacked  overhead  like  a 
packai^e  ol  fire-crackers  ignited  and  allowed  to 
explode  in  f>nv  /r/i-i/r-lcir.  ()f  course  the)'  could  not 
kee|)  runniuL;  Ion;.;.  \o  charL^t.',  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
can  be  made  o\rr  ;i  di-tance  i^reater  than  icw  to  150 
yards,  for  nun's  wind  will  not  stand  ,i  longer  run. 
Remember  that  our  men  at  that  moment  had  been 
an  exact  twent\-four  hours  under  arms,  Jiad  marched 
t\vent\-four  miles,  and  had  had  no  sustenance  in  all 
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that  time,  except  a  drink  of  rum.  perhaps  a  biscuit  ; 
ill  sf)me  cases  a  cup  of  coffee.  So  they  ran  on  a  bit, 
laid  down,  fired,  ran  on  aj^ain,  fired  yet  a^^ain,  yot 
another  bit  forward.  The>-  drop[)ed  all  over  the  field. 
The  colonel  of  the  Cornwalls  was  amonij  the  first. 
''Five  pounds  to  the  man  first  in  their  lines!"  he 
shouted,  and  fell.  Our  men  prcssL-d  on.  Lieutenant 
Lawless  led  a  <;rou|)  on  the  ri^ht  and  called  for 
l)u;4lers.  Little  I)i)Ui^las  Williams,  C  fomi)any's 
bui^ler,  stood  in  the  open  and  blew  the  charge — 
blew  it  all.  Codner,  bui^le-major  (jf  the  (iovernor- 
General's  Foot  Guards  at  home,  sat  down,  his  buj^le 
strin,^s  tan^^led  with  his  rifle,  and  blew  the  charije. 
It  was  courtinj^  death,  but  the  two  escaped,  (irim, 
too,  that  charge  was,  for  almost  every  [)ace  s})e!t 
death.  .  .  . 

■'  It  was  a  very  ra;jjged  frini^c  which  --eached  the 
Hoer  trenches.  Walter  White  of  H  Company,  from 
Windsor,  was  close  to  them  when  he  fell.  Lester  of 
K  ("ompan\-,  the  tallest  man  in  the  reijiment,  died  a 
few  feet  from  the  pits.  I'ar  up  in  the  rusli  fell  Manion 
of  ("  Company,  formerly  a  (irenadier.  Jackson  (jf  D 
Company,  who  eidistcd  in  C  Coinpanyand  was  trans- 
ferred, had  his  head  blown  to  ])ieces  a  ^c\\  ])aces  fnjm 
the  objective.  Lewis  of  B  Company  w,is  so  far  ahead 
that  no  one  saw  him  fall.  Muir  of  II  Comi)an_v  was 
well  to  the  front,  when  OUie  Hums,  the  life  of  D 
Company,  died  in  the  charije,  after  jestinj^  his  way 
that  far  in  the  fight.  Johnson  went  down  near  him, 
and  he  carried  the  wounded  man  awa)-.  Handcock, 
stretcher-bearer  of  II  Company,  went  along  the 
line  in  tlie  hottest  moments  to  give  aid.     Muinoe,  (i 
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Coinp;iiiy's  ainmuiiition-carricr,  plied  his  work  up  to 
the  ccl<;o  of  the  farthest  fi;4ht." 

The  ground  stained  was  held,  and  nij^ht  fell.  Then 
Lieut.-Col.  Otter  t;ave  the  order  to  collect  the  dead 
and  the  wounded  and  withdraw  to  the  bivouac  at  the 
Drift.  lie  is  not  j^iven  to  overpraise,  but  he  reported 
that  •' tiic  greatest  possible  steadiness  and  braver\- 
was  shown  by  the  men,  while  their  keenness  and 
readiness  to  brini;  in  and  care  for  the  wounded  was 
most  exemplary — not  only  for  their  own  immediate 
comrades  but  for  those  of  other  corps."  Several 
officers  anfl  men  were  mentioned  for  conspicuous 
bravery.  Father  O'Leary,  the  Roman  Catholic  chap- 
lain, was  on  the  field  all  da\-,  and  even  in  the  firini;;- 
line,  cheering  and  conso!in_Lj,  and  at  niijht  he  joined 
in  the  .search  for  the  wounded,  and  in  the  earlj- 
morning  officiated  at  the  burial  of  the  dead.  The 
casualties,  75  per  cent,  of  which  occurred  in  the 
charge,  were  twenty  killed  and  si.xty  wounded.  The 
regiment  had  gone  into  battle  S72  strong. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  als*)  withdrew.  The 
object  of  forcing  a  concentration  had  been  accom- 
plislied.  This  fact  lou^^'^d  lively  satisfaction,  for  in 
their  utter  weariness  the  men  thought  they  should 
have  done  more,  although  they  did  not  know  how. 

Yet  even  in  the  morning  the  enemy's  trenches  were 
not  a  safe  place.  Private  Hornibrook  went  out  to 
view  them  unarmed.  He  suddenly  came  upon  an 
armed  Hoer.  Pretending  to  reach  for  a  revolver  and 
calling  upon  imaginary  assistance  he  demanded  his 
surrender.  The  Hoer  \ielded,  anrl  Hornibrook  led 
back    into   camp  one  c)f  Cronjes    trusted    adjutants. 
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(  'iiiiiiiaiulant  ("I'Dnji-  liad  been  l)nuiL;lit  t<i  a  halt 
and  ^urmundrd,  and  hi-;  (iut|)(ists  had  Iktii  driven  in. 
lUit  he  Iciokcd  for  lu'lp  from  the  nut'-ide,  and  e\en  if 
mine  canii"  he  determined  to  resist  to  the  utmost. 
lie  at  onee  set  to  work  to  -tR'n_;then  tlie  position  he 
oeenpied  In  tienelu  s,  ritlc  pits,  and  t'nihra--ures.  Tliis 
Work  wa--  eanied  out  witli  eoi  -.ummate  skill.  When 
eciiiipleted  he  was  in  pos>e-sion  of  a  reallx'  stron;^ 
deteii--i\e  position,  oval  in  ^hape,  about  two  miles 
Ioul;  from  north  to  south  aero^s  the.  rivei.  an  1  about 
a  nn'le  and  a  half  wide  from  east  to  nest.  I""rom 
both  east  and  west  tlie  Hritish  bei^an  to  sap  toward 
his  line-,  while  from  north  and  south  the  artillery 
hurleil  within  the  lines  an  api)a!h'n^'  mass  of  shot 
and   shell. 

.\fter  buryini;  theirdead  on  the  mornin!4 of  the  I'^th 
th.e  Canadians  walti'd  all  day  at  their  bivoLiae,  but  in 
\ain,  for  the  arrival  of  food,  .\bout  five  o'elcek  tin- 
onler  came  to  mow  and  take  up  a  line  of  outposts  in 
front  of  tlu'  new  Moi-r  tr:-nelu's,  some  th.'ee  miles  for- 
w  ,nd.  rile  jiosition  was  r<."ai.led  at  about  six  o'eloek, 
and  a  mi-al  arriwd  two  hours  and  a  half  later.  On 
the  niornin;^  of  the  Jotli  the  whole  rcL;iment,  as  an 
outpost  line,  advanced  some  J.cxx.)  yards  toward 
the  Hoer  l.iaL;er,  an<l  the  fnini^dine  advanced  i.tKOO 
\ards  still  nearer.  In  tliis  position  the  men  were 
all  day  subjected  to  a  hot  hre,  the  iier\  e-shakinj; 
pompon',  beini;  directed  ai;ainst  them  st\cMal  limes. 
Ihe  lhin;4  liui'  w.is  protectetl  by  a  rid^e,  but  four 
t.isiialtii's  h.ippened  in  the  rcserw.  The  da)-  was 
\er\  hot,  and  die  men  suffereil  mu(  h.  from  thirst  and 
huii'.'ir.       .Miout   six    o'l  !o(  k    tlu  \    returned   to   tlu'ir 
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]M>r  t\\i'iil\-four  hours  after  tliat    no  call   was   made 
upon  iheni,  and,  as  the\-  liad  liad  in  tlie  meantime  at 

1\-  fur  cUit\-  auTiiiii 


least  one  '^ood  meal 
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e\'  were  reaM\ 


in  the  line  of  outposts  at  six  o'clock. 

The  next  il.i>-  at  I..V1  the)  were  orck-ri-d  to  occupy 
a  Isopic  about  a  mile  to  the  left,  in  view  of  a  rei)ort 
that  a  lar-,;  hotly  of  the  enemy  was  approaching;  from 
the  noitli  'I'his  kopje  lhe\-  occupied  for  two  da\  s. 
l)ein'4  i.lieved  b\    the  Shroj^hires  on  the  J4tii,  they 
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did  not   render  an\-  of  the   Hoer  trenclu-s 
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(.'ronie.li()we\er,  realised  that  surrender  was  inexitable. 
followers  were  even  then   in-istin-  upon   it,  .md 
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a  iiittc  to  Lord  RobLM'ts  icmiiulinL;  him  that  the  next 
clay  was  Majuba  Da>-,  aiul  Sir  llciiry  C'olvilic  sut^- 
gestcfl  a  plan  of  attack.  That  defeat  had  rankled  in 
British  breasts  for  nineteen  years.  StraiiL^e.  and  )et 
not  stran^'e,  was  the  overmastering^  wish  that  it  be 
aveiv^ed.  The  exhibition  of  incom|)etence  at  Majuba 
did  not  fairly  rc])rescn.t  the  Hritish  peojjle.  The>-  felt 
that  they  were  not  inferior  to  the  Boers,  but  they  had 
failed  to  |)ro\e  it.  X'ent^e.mc.  is  the  diseased  form 
of  the  moti\e  of  \  indication  ;  but  the  desire  for  vin- 
dication there  must  be  and  should  be.  The  capture 
of  Cronjeon  Majuba  1  )a_v  would  dramatically  rewrse 
the  affair  of  iSSi,  and  the  army  felt  that  it  could 
acce|)t  that  reversal  as  a  \  indication,  it  was  for  senti- 
mental >atisfaction  that  the  attempt  was  to  be  nuule. 
TJiere  was  no  stratei^ical  need  for  it:  (lonje  must 
surrender  within  a  day  or  two. 

Tlie  tri'nch  held  b\-  the  Canadians  did  not  com- 
mand the  Hoer  enclosmv.  Hut  if  a  trench  could  be 
established  4CX)  \ards  nearer,  the  protected  aiiLile  of 
the  position  would  be  entered  and  they  could  com- 
ma' 1  alike  the  rille  pits  in  the  banks  and  the 
embrasures  on  the  north.  It  was  from  their  trench 
that  the  attempt  should  be  made.  They  were  ea^er 
to  tr\-.  So  the  order  was  _i;iven,  and  at  ^.15  a.m.  on 
the  morniiiL;  of  the  2~{h  the  Canadians  rose  from  the 
tri'Mthaml  -tole  softly  forward.  I?  ( 'om|)an\'  was  in 
reser\e  to  the  rear  of  the  trench,  and  .\  Compan\- 
had  been  sent  to  occup)'  a  post  across  the  river;  but 
all  the  re-t  of  the  rei^iment  participated.  Some 
Gordons  had  been  placed  in  the  north  end  of  tin- 
trench   and   >tood   with    bajoncts   tixetl,  read\'  to  act 
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in  Mipjioit.  bill  niuK-r  >lii(  t  i>r(kT>  011  iii  ■  account  l'> 
tliv  a  --liMt.  .\  little  tn  the  ic.ii-  nnd  1 ,500  j^ards  t<> 
the  left   was  the  trench  of  tl  iinp-liires,  runnin;4 

norili-ea-t.  The  Shii  ip^hij-f-  ,cre  tu  lire  and  dis- 
tract the  eiuniy '^  attention  a>  ^onn  ;is  the  (  anadians' 
ad\an(c  n,i->  di^cowred.  I  Iieii'  was  a  faint  li.^ht 
from   tJK'   -tar>,  and    Liter   tVoni   the   wain'n;^   moon. 

rile  front  rank'^  of  tlie  six  comitanics,  forming;'  a 
loiii^  line  with  an  interval  between  the  men  of  one 
pace,  inovetl  forward  with  fixed  ba_\dnets  and  ma;>ja- 
ziner.  chari^ed.  |-iftein  |)aces  behind  them,  w  ith  rifles 
--hniL;,  came  the  rear  ranks,  carrying;  shovels  and  picks. 
Thirt)-  men  of  the  Ro)al  MiiL^ineers  formed  the 
(.'Ntreme  ri,;ht  of  this  liiie.  W'lu'n  tiie  front  rank 
conid  L^o  no  further  it  was  to  throw  itself  flat  and 
retnrn  the  lioer--'  fire,  while  the  rear  rank  bei;an  to 
entrench,  takinL;  its  base  line  from  the  Mnt^ineers. 
Orders  were  jKisNed  alon^   In-  ;i  pre-sme  of  the  hand. 

Cautiously, --ti'p  b\-  step,  they  advanced — Ioo>ards, 
Joo  \ard>,  :^ot)  v.irds,  too  \ards.  ^'et  ever\-  nerve 
stood  the  strain,  (i  Company  was  within  (1^  jiuds 
of  the  l)oer  trenches.  Some  foot  struck  a  tin  a 
shot  ran;,^  out  :  then  two  ur  tliree  ;  then  a  volley. 
I-"or  fifteen  minutes  ,1  furious  fusill.ide  continued.  At 
the  first  shots  the  front  r.ink  had  dropped  down,  but 
not  i)ef>re  sonu'  h.id  been  hit.  Tile)'  returiu'd  the 
fire  so  accurat(.ly  th.it  the  Hoers  could  not  show- 
above  the  trenches,  but  r.iised  their  rifles  and  fiied 
at  random.  I'lius  protected,  the  rear  rank  worked 
despi'rately  at  the  treinh.  I-Or  twenl)-  minutes  tlie\' 
held  to  their  work,  and  the  Moer  fire  was  slackeniiii^  ; 
.md  then  some  one  unknown  called  out  to  retire,  and 
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r,mr  compjinics  druppcd  back  to  the  trench  they  had 
left.  Hut  G  and  11  C<.ini)anies,  under  Captanis 
Macdonnell  and  Stairs,  held  ..n,  and  behind  them 
the  I'-.n-ineers  <li<l  L^reat  work.  V,y  dayli-ht  the\- 
were  thorou-hly  entrenched.  They  commanded  the 
Hocr  positiu'n,  and  the  Boers  knew  it.  The  white 
na'4  went  up  on  the  trenches,  and  200  of  the  enemy 
came  over  and  surrendered.  ( "ronje  could  hold  them 
no  l()ni;er,  and  he  tendered  hi^  formal  surrender  t.. 
Lord    Roberts. 

In   his    offici.d  despatch   t..   the   War  Office   Lord 
Roberts  said:     'At  3  a.m.  to-day  a    most    dasluni; 
advance  was  made  b\-  the  e:anadian    Re-iment  and 
some  Kn<4ineers,  supported  l)y  the  1st  Cordon   ilii^h- 
landers  and  Jud  .Shropshires,  resultm-  in  our  -ainin- 
a  point  some  Cioo  yards    nearer  to  the  enemy  and 
within   about   So  yards   of  his    trenches,  where    our 
men    entrenched    themselves    and    maintained    their 
positions  until    mornin-     a  -allant   deed,  worthy  of 
,,ur  Colonial  comrades,  and  which,  I  am  -lad  t"  >;iy. 
was  attended    by    comparatively    small    loss.      This 
apparentlv  clinched  matters,  for  at  dayli-ht   to-day 
a  letter  ^i'^ned  by  (ieneral  (nmie,  in  which  he  stated 
that  he  surrendere<l  unconditionally,  was  brou-ht  to 
the  outposts  under  a  tlaii  of  truce. 

The  Canadians  shared  uith  the  <.ther  re-iments 
the  praise  contained  in  the  orders  of  the  followin- 
day:  "The  JMeld- Marshal  Commanding- in-Chiei 
desires  to  express  to  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand his  hi-h  appreciation  of  their  conduct  durin;^^ 
the  recent  ..iterations,  Hy  the  endur.mce  they  have 
shown   throu-h    Ion-    and    trying    marches   and    the 
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j;allaiitr\-  the\-  have  displaxcd  diiriiiii  ciit;at,fLMneiits 
with  tl.c  enemy,  they  ha\e  worthils-  upheld  the 
trathtioiis  of  Her  Majesty's  arin\-."  Seven  C"anadians 
were  killed  and  thirty-six  wounded.  1  he  dead  were 
huried  where  the>-  fell  b\-  l-"ather  ()'I,ear\-.  In  the 
afternoon  Lord  Roberts  addressed  the  men  in  most 
eoni|)linientar\-  terms,  and  the  regiment  inoved  a 
mile  and  a  half  U])-stre.iin  to  be  free  f.om  the 
stench  of  the   Hoer  eamp  and  the  tainted  water. 

It  was  about  a  week  later  that  the  march  to 
Hloemfontein  was  continued.  Hefore  they  left  the 
men  found  time  to  mark  and  decorate  the  graves 
of  their  comrades.  l-'uL^ai^ements  took  [jlace  on  the 
way,  but  the  Canadians  did  not  attain  t.(et  into  the 
tiring-line,  and  for  them  it  was  a  repetition  of  the 
ex])eriences  between  (iras|)aii  and  I 'aardeber^i;. except 
that  more  rain  fell  and  boots  were  worn  throuj^h. 
l-"iually.  at  lo  a.m.  on  Thursda\-,  March  15th.  the 
reijiment  marched  into  l^loemfontein  and  went  into 
camp  on  the  west  side  of  the  town. 
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ON    November  Jth  the  Canadian  C.overninenl  nia.le 
the  offer  of  a  second  cjntinoent.     At  this  time  not 
only    were    Mafekin-.    Kimberley.    and     Ladysmith 
besie-ed.    but    in     Natal    the     British     -arnson     at 
Colenso   had    retired    before    General    Joubert  s    ad- 
vance, and    the    Hoers    had    invaded    Cape  CoL.ny. 
I'nblic  opinion  in  Canada  had  been  sobered.     1  here 
was    less    excitement    and    more    conviction.      1  he 
.^vroimds  of  conviction  were  somewhat  chan'^ed,   for 
k    was    not    then    a    (luestion    of    actin-    up..n    an 
indefinite    i)rinciple,   when    no    immediate    practical 
utility  was  apparent,  but  rather  of  supportin-  action 
alreadv  taken,  when   the  usefulness  of    that   action 
and  the  need  for  support  first  be<,^ln  to  ap|)ear. 

Ikfore  acceptinii  the  Ikitish  (iovernment  decided 
to  await  the  results  of  the  first  operations  under  Sir 
Redvers  lUiUer.  When  no  strikin-  success  had  been 
oained,  an<l,  indeed,  when  strikin-  reverses  had  fully 
demonstrated  that  more  men  In-  thousands  would  be 
re(iuired,  and  probabl)  also  a  chan-e  in  methods,  the 
Hritish  (iovernment,  about  the  middle  of  December, 
offered  the  chief  command  to  Lord  Roberts  and  the 
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])  )siti(in  of  Cliicf  (jf  SlatT  to  I.unl  Kitclii-iuT.  Tlicsc 
a])i)ointinei!ts  were  aniiouiRi-d  on  Dccciiibcr  iSth, 
and  oil  the  same  (la\-  a  cable  was  rctx-ivecl  in  Ottawa 
acce|)tin^  tile  olTcr  made  nearly  a  niontii  and  a  lialf 
hefori'.  This  time,  instead  of  expressiiij^  a  ])reference 
for  infantry,  the  War  Office  e.\i)ressed  its  pr  feren-'e 
for  mounted  men,  hut  the  com])osition  of  the  force 
was  left  larL;eI\'  to  the  iud|4ment  of  the  Canadian 
(lovernmcnt  which  decided  to  send  a  rei;iment  of 
■Mounted  Rifles  and  a  brigade  division  of  I'"ield 
Artillery.  .\t  a  Council  meeting;  on  December  iSth 
the  necessary  order  was  passed,  and  the  work  of 
organisation   bei;an. 

W'iiat  kind  of  men  would  prove  ot  most  use  was 
clear  from  the  developments  of  the  campaij^n.  Tlic 
monnti'd  men  must  ride  wi-ll  and  slioot  well,  must 
be  thoroUL^hl)-  self-reliant,  know  how  to  take  cover, 
follow  a  trail,  find  their  wax  without  a  map,  must 
have  the  wariness  and  persistence  of  old  hunters,  and 
be  clear  L;rit  to  the  backbone.  In  a  word,  they  must 
ha\e,  in  a  hi^h  decree,  the  typical  ([ualities  of  pioneers 
in  a  new  countrv.  .\  feu  hundreds  of  such  men  could 
scout  for  any  army  corp>  and  L;i\e  the  Uoers  lessons 
in  their  own  style  of  fiL;htiiiL;.  ( "anada  has  man\' 
lumdreds  of  men  whose  daily  life  is  a  |)reparalion 
for  that  kind  of  work,  and  thousands  mon-  who 
would  take  to  it  naturallx'.  .\nd  in  the  North-West 
Mounted  I'olice,  .md  in  those  who  ha\e  pasM-d 
throui;h  its  r.inks.  she  has  not  an  insi;..;nificant 
number,  ])erliaps  .},(Kmi  in  .ill,  who,  in  addition,  are 
drilled  men.  In  the  case  of  the  artilKry  it  was  clear 
that   cNiR'rienced  uuniiers   were    needed.      .Since  the 
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recruited  iiiuler  the  special  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner i>f  the  North-West  Mounted  Police.  As  about 
one-third  of  the  750  men  of  the  North- West  Mounted 
Police  were  on  special  duty  in  the  Yukon  district,  the 
whole  balt.dion  could  not  be  recruited  from  the  active 
list  of  that  force,  but  the  Commissioner  was  to  accept 
as  many  as  could  be  spared  and  fill  up  the  required 
number  with  ex-policemen  and  others  who  in  his 
judL;-ment  were  full)-  fiualified.  Both  these  battalions 
were  to  be  known  as  Mounted  Rifles;  but  the  name 
of  the  first  battalion  was  afterward  (August  24,  1900) 
changed  to  Royal  Canadian  Dra-goons,  so  as  to 
connect  them  with  the  I'ermanent  Cavalry,  which 
bears  that  name.  The  honours  of  the  2nd  Hattali(jn 
u  ill  lie  claimed  b\-  the  North-West  Mounted  Police. 
One-third  of  the  artillery  was  to  be  recruited  from 
the  Permanent  Artillery,  and  the  remainder  from 
those  who  had  had  at  least  one  training  in  camp  with 
an  artiller\-  corps  in  the  Active  Militia.  This  was  to 
be  the  rule,  although  others  might  be  admitted. 
There  were  to  be  three  batteries,  designated  C,  D, 
and  !•:,  to  follow  the  \  and  \\  of  the  Permanent 
.\rliller\-.  Tiie  name  was  to  be  the  Royal  Canadian 
Artillerv,  which  is  the  name  of  the  Permanent 
Artiller>-.  (jualifications  as  to  height,  chest  measure- 
ment, and  age  were  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  case  of 
the  first  contingent.  Counting  nurses,  chaplains,  and 
attached  officers,  the  second  contingent  left  Canada 
just  1,320  strong.  Paj-  for  the  force  was  fixed  at  the 
rates  ])revailing  in  the  North-West  Mounted  Police, 
and  ranged  from  S-.12  per  diem  for  the  Lieut. -Col. 
down  to  ~':>  cents,  per  tlieni  •'or  privates.     This  was  to 
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hold  until  the  force  arrived  in  South  Africa,  when  pay 
was  to  be  at  Imperial  rates,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Infantry,  the  Canadian  Government 
afterward  provided  that  the  difference  between  the 
rates  of  pa>'  should  be  made  up  for  the  whole  term 

of  service. 

The  pcjints  of  enrolment  for  the  1st  Battalion  of 
the  Mounted  Rifles  were':  for  A  Squadron,  Toronto, 
St.  Catharines.  I'eterborou^rh,  Ottawa,  London,  and 
Kinj;ston,  in  Ontario,  and  Montreal  in  Quebec  :  for 
B  Squadron,  Winnipeg,  Portage  la  Trairie.  Virden, 
Brandon,  and  ^'orkton,  in  Manitoba  and  the  North- 
West  ;  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  Cookshirc,  in  Quebec  ; 
Sussex  and  St.  John,  in  New  Brunswick  ;  and  Canning, 
in  Nova  Scotia.  The  2nd  Battalion  was  enrolled  at 
posts  of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police.  C  Battery 
was  enrolled  at  Kingston,  Gananoque,  Hamilton,  St. 
Catharines,  and  Toronto,  in  Ontario,  and  Winnipeg 
in  Manitoba  ;  I)  Battery  at  Gueli)h,  Ottawa.  London, 
and  Port  Mope,  in  Ontario ;  and  K  Battery  at 
Quebec,  Montreal  and  Granby,  in  Quebec;  at 
Woodstock  and  Newcastle  in  New  Brunswick,  and 
Sydney  in  Nova  Scotia. 

More  time  was  allowed  for  enrolment  and  con- 
centration than  had  been  possible  with  the  first 
contingent.  The  Orders  allowed  a  full  month  for 
concentration  at  Halifax,  but,  because  of  the  delays 
in  securing  transports,  it  was  two  months  before  the 
last  detachment  sailed.  On  account  of  the  number 
of  horses,  three  ships  were  required.  The  Lmirentuvi 
and  /'()///<vv?;//W;/,  of  the  .Mian  Line,  sailed  on  January 
20th   and  January   2;th  respectivel\-  ;  and   the  Mil- 
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:.'(?///[•<•<•,  of  Ihc  I'.Ider-Dcmpstcr  Line,  whicli  was  not 
handed  over  tr.  the  Ciovcrninent  until  I'ebruary  6tli, 
sailed  on  i'ebruan-  JOth.  All  three  were  fitted  up 
after  the  st\-le  of  the  Snniiiii.vt,  with  necessary 
chan-es  to  accommodate  the  horses  and  the  t;reatcr 
amount  of  ammunition. 

Both  branches  of  the  force  went  comi)lete  in  every 
respect— personal  equipment,  regimental  equijjment, 
horses,  guns,  ammunition,  and  waggons.  There  were 
four  Maxims  on  galloping  carriages  for  the  Mounted 
Rifles,  six  twelve-pcnmder  field  guns  for  each  battery, 
and  500  rounds  of  ammunition  per  rifle,  500  rounds 
per  field  gun,  and  10,000  rounds  per  Maxim  gun. 
iJown  to  picketing  gear,  axle  grease  and  a  three 
months'  suppl>-  of  horseshoes,  the  eciuipmcnt  was 
as  complete  as  the  C.overnment  could  make  it. 

With  regard  to  the  officers  of  this  force  it  may  be 
said  that  those  of  most  experience  were  selected.  In 
the  1st  Ikittalion  of  the  Mounted  Rifles  all  the  i)rin- 
cipal  officers  and  about  half  the  total  number  were 
taken  from  the  Permanent  Cavalry.  Lieut.-Col. 
Lessard,  commanding  the  I'ermanent  Cavalry,  was 
given  the  command.  .\s  he  had  gone  to  South 
Africa  as  one  of  the  special  officers  attached  to  the 
first  contingent,  he  assumed  command  when  Cape 
Town  was' reached,  in  the  2nd  Hattalion  nearl>- 
ever\-  officer  was  taken  from  the  staff  of  the  \orth- 
Wcs't  Mounted  Tolice.  Commissioner  ilerchmer  was 
in  command.  About  one-half  of  the  artillery  officers 
belonged  to  the  I'ermanent  .Artillery.  Lieut.-Col. 
l)rur>-,  commanding  Field  Division  Royal  Canadian 
Artiliery,  who,  like  Lieut.-Col.   Lessard,  was  already 
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ill  South  Afric.i  attaclied  to  the  Royal  Canadian 
Kc'i^imcnt,  was  j^ixcn  c  mmand  of  the  th' vision. 

As  the  enroHin.Lj  points  were  more  numerous  th.'.n 
in  the  case  of  the  first  continjient,  different  parts  of 
the  country  had  a  chance  to  inc'uilLje  in  demonstra- 
tions. The  places  which  had  witnessed  the  greatest 
enthusiasm  over  the  departure  of  the  men  for  the 
fw-st  contint^cnt  sent  off  the  men  for  the  second  more 
(juictly,  but,  on  the  whole,  there  was  (]uite  as  much 
enthusiasm,  and  quite  as  much  practical  interest  in 
the  men.  And  there  was  no  lack  of  volunteers.  Real 
hard  fit,ditin<;  ajjpealed  to  even  more  men  than  did 
the  Imperial  parade  into  which  the  campaign  was  at 
first  ex|)ected  to  resolve  itself  But,  of  course,  possible 
recruits  had  had  UK^re  time  to  make  up  their  minds 
and  arrange  their  affairs.  At  Halifax,  where  all  three 
detachments  embarked,  were  repeated  the  scenes 
which  had  made  the  departure  of  the  first  continj^ent 
from  Quebec  so  profoundlx*  impressive. 

On  the  Lnuiriiiinii,  which  reached  C"a])e  Town  on 
February  17th,  went  L)  and  1'".  Batteries,  a  small 
detachment  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  Mounted 
Rifles,  and  fourteen  attached  officers,  nurses,  and  men. 
.Vmoiii;  those  attached  was  a  ])ostal  corps  of  five 
men.  .\t  the  time  the  first  coiitinj^ent  was  beini; 
organised  the  Canadian  Post  Office  Department  had 
offered  to  the  Imjjcrial  (lovernment  a  postal  corps 
for  the  special  work  of  handling  the  mail  for  the 
Canadians  in  the  field ;  but  the  (jffer  was  not  accepted 
until  just  before  the  second  contingent  was  sent. 
Canada's  e.xampie  in  this  respect  was  followed  in 
Australia  and  India.     After  the  corps  had  been  two 
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iiioiUli^  in  Simtli  Africa  Miijo!- Tivhlc,  cnniiiiaiidiiiL; 
.\nn\  I'o^l  Oftkv  l'<.ii)s,  \\u>U-  U>  Hon.  Mr.  Miiltjck. 
(';m;;(liiin  I'o^tinasti  r-(K'iicr.il.  tliat  "  tlu-  Canadian 
>lalT,  uniK-i  tlu-  siipcrv  isimi  of  Captain  I'.cclcstcj'.ic. 
lias  pn.VL-.l  very  L-ftkiont,  and  boidcs  rc-licvini^  mc  of 
all  \N-ork  in  connection  with  the  Canachan  troo]);.,  has 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the  work  i^eiierally." 

Ihe  /'.>///,■;;>>//,»/  landed   the  Jiu!   Hattalion  of  the 
Moinited    Ritles  on    l-'ebniary   J.Sth.  and  thiese.  with 
tile  two   batteries,  spent   some  da\s  at   dreen    I'oint 
I  anij).    1?\-  March  4th,  liowever,  liCLjan  their  despatcli 
norihuard   in   -sections.      Ihe   nprisin;^  in   'he  nortli- 
wesiern   part  of  la|)e  l'olon\- liad   not  Ix-en  crushed 
at  Snini\-ide.     'I'hat  defeat  liad  imposed  a  temporars' 
check,  and  the  successes  that  attended  Lord  Roberts's 
fnst   a:-;:^ressive   mo\enients  liad  had  a  discourat^iuL; 
effect  ;   newrtheless  tlu'  movement  liad  attained  con- 
siderable   propiirtions,  and    was    alike   a   menace    to 
the  line  of  conininnications    and  a  most  (i.inL;erons 
example  and  centre  of  intluence  for  the  wiiole  Dutch 
population  of  the  (ape.      I  lie  area  of  overt  rel)cllioii 
had   spread  i'roin  i)oUL;las  in  the  north  to  Carnarvon 
in    the  south,     ."so  st'iious  was  the  situation  deemed 
that  Lord  Kitclu-ner  relumed  from  the  front  to  direct 
the  operations  of  ,1  puniti\e  force.     While  he  struck 
at  the  centre  of  the  disaffected  district,  a  column  u.is 
or;^.inisi<l   to  march   from   its  southern   limits   north- 
ward   .um\    i-ooper.ile       |o    form    this    column     the 
_'nd    battalion   of  tl       C.diadian    Mounted    Killes,   I) 
and  I'.  I5alteries  of  the  Royal  Canadian  .\rtiller>-.  the 
W  i-t    Australian   and    New    /eal.ind  Momite<l  Rillo. 
•md  a  detat  liment   ot  Imperial  N'eoni.mrv.  were  o'li- 
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CL-ntratcd  at  Xictoria  West,  a  station  alxmt  400  miles 
noftii  111"  ('a|H'  I'dUii  on  tlie  road  to  I  )e  Aar.  Sir 
diaries  I'arsoiis  was  ^ixen  tlie  command.  Preceded 
1)\-  .111  ad\anced  i^iiard,  the  column  left  X'ictoria  \\  est 
on  Marcli  13th  for  (arnarvdn.  I-'rom  ("arnarxon  tlie>' 
proceeded  north-west  toward  Kenhardt.  I'lverywhere 
the  rebels  dispersed  as  the\-  advanced.  On  no 
occasion  was  a  shot  tired,  and  the  fimction  of  the 
t.'\])(.'dition  pro\i'd  to  l)e  that  of  overawing;  and  dis- 
heartenini;  the  di>afTected  community.  .\s  .Sir  Charles 
I'arsons  was  with  tiie  advanced  i^uard.and  it  happened 
that  the  (an.nlian  officers  outranked,  in  nearl)-  every 
case,  the  otlur  offui'rs  in  the  main  coliunn,  tlie 
res|)onsii)ililies  of  the  march  fell  verj-  lan^eiy  u|K)n 
the  Canadians,  and  particularlv  u|K)I1  I.ieut.-(  Ol. 
l)rur\  a-  seni'-r  officer  witli  tlie  main  column.  Tlie 
district  traversed  was  noted  for  its  small  rainfall,  and 
one  of  ilu-  difficullii's  fe.ired  was  the  o|)tainint.(  of 
sufficient  wali-r.  Hut.  instead  of  dioih^ht  and  dr\' 
watenoiirses,  the  C'lluinn  encountered  the  heaviest 
rainfall  in  ti'ii  _\ears  and  riwrs  in  tlood.  With  tlie 
wet  and  tin-  heat  .iiid  the  Iodl;  marclu-s.  Ixitli  men 
and  hoi  Hs  siiffeiiil  considerably  at  times,  hut  they 
siimd  the  iianlsliip^  remarkahty  wt'll.  .Snme  sjikness 
tiieii.-  was,  hut  not  much.  I  .iiiit.-Col.  Ilerchmer, 
unfortiin.ilely.  received  a  slight  sunstroke,  which 
iiK  apacitated  him  for  tlu'  remaiiuler  of  the  r,impai;..;n, 
.md  Major  Howe  took  command  of  the  b.iltalion. 

,Stran|.;e  it  was  that,  in  an  onlinaril)  p.inhed 
country,  the  first  dialh  in  the  sitoiid  coiitini^eiil 
should  be  iVoin  drowniii;^.  The  advaiuid  miard, 
whi'h  imludiil  a  -ectioiiof  I)  Mattery  and  a  >(]Uadion 
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(if  the  MomUcd  Rifles,  had  crossed  llie  1  laarteheestc 
River  «>n  its  way  to  Keiihardt  ;  but  when  the  main 
cohiinn  arrived  tlie  floods  had  so  increased  tliat  it  was 
quite  iini)os>il)lc  to  take  \\aL;-.L;ons  across,  and  the 
colunni  halted  at  \'an  \V\  k's  \Iei.  (iuniu'r  Bradley 
here  rode  his  horse  to  water,  when  the  horse  stunihied 
and  threw  him  into  the  rixer.  His  c<.mi)anions  dived 
for  him  and  i>ulle.l  him  out.  hut,  althou-h  he  was 
l>rou;-;iit  hack  to  consciou-^ni'ss.  he  die<l  a  few  hours 
afterward-.  !Ie  was  l)uried  near  the  c.nnp.  and  his 
"'ra\f  covered   witii    wild   flowers. 

When  wor<l  wa-^  recei\ed  from  Sir  ( 'liarle->  l'ar>oiis 
that  even  al  Kenhaidt  the  rebels  Iiad  laid  dowji  th.eir 
arm<,  the  order  wa-  i;i\en  to  rt-turn  to  (  arn.nvon. 
Reaihiiv.^  that  place.  Lieut. -Col.  Drury  was  ...-dcred 
to  march  to  I  )e  .\ar  and  report  tlu-re  on  .\pril  14th. 
It  w,i-  then  .\i)ril  Stli,  and  llu-  di-tame  was  130 
miles.  Such  L^ood  time  was  madi-,  however,  that  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  13th  the  colunm  encamped  in 
siLjht  of  De  Aar,  and  on  the  follow  in;^  morniu'.i  came 
into  cam]),  where  llu-  Ro>  al  Canadian  Infantr\-  had 
made  their  f\r->t  stop  north  of  Cape  Town.  About 
4(K,)  miles,  up  to  that  time  the  longest  marcli  of  the 
war.  had  bien  covered  in  a  month.  Men  and  horses 
were  well   NCi-oiied  and   fit   for  anythin;^  that  mi:^ht 

follow. 

In  the  meantime  tlu-  Milwuitkir  had  landed  at 
(ajie  lown  (  Matter)  and  the  1st  Haltalion  of  the 
Mounted  Rifle>.  to'fii-tlu'r  with  a  few  men  i)elon^in^ 
to  the  _Mid  H.itlalion  .nid  the  other  b.itteries.  for 
whom  room  cmfld  not  be  found  on  the  l.iiiiiiiitiiiii 
and  Poiihiiiuittii.     One  of  the  fir-«t  duties  allotted  to 


n 

p  ^ 


i 


li 


i 
■I  I 

i  :l_ 

-a  'li 


1 

i        ' 


"34 


/■///    r.ix  1/1/  i\   ray  /7\i;/-  \  /s 


tliis  |)(iitii)n  of  tlu'  c(tiUinL,aMit  was  to  act  a.-  escort  to 
the  l?ocr  i)risoncrs  captured  at  I'aardcbcrt;.  on  their 
nay  from  their  cam])  to  the  docU,  where  the}-  em- 
barked for  St.  Ilelena — part  of  them  on  hoard  the 
M'/:^'iUikit\  from  uhicli  the  Canadians  had  just 
landed.  'l'he\-  wondered  that  those  rou<.;h,  unchs- 
ci|)h'ned  farmers  -ohl  men,  middle-a^ed  men,  am' 
ho\s -could  ha\e  hehl  against  picked  British  troi)|)s 
MaL^ersfontein  and  the  donj^as  at  I'aardeber,;^.  1  he 
white  flai;  of  their  surrender  had  llowii  first  at  a  j)oint 
gained  In-  the  Canadian  Infantry  on  the  morninL,^  of 
Majuba  Day,  and  Canadian  Mounted  Kitles  formed 
tiieir  last  escoi  t  on   South   .\frican   soil. 

Rather  than  kiej)  the  men  in  camj)  at  Cape  Town 
until  a  ])lace  in  tlu'  ;^neat  field  of  the  operations  w.is 
assiL;ni'd  tlu-m,  I  .ieut.-t  ol.  l.essanl  and  Major  lludon 
obtaineii  p(.•rlni-■^ion  to  m.uch  out  on  .\])ril  4th  to 
.Stellenbosch.  thirty-three  miles  up  the  line.  1  he 
di^taiici'  was  eo\en.'(l  in  a  d.i)  and  a  half  If  I'illui' 
tlie  men  or  the  horses  were  to  be  in  condition  to  dn 
their  share,  when  thi^  la-t  di-tachnu'iit  of  tlu-  contin- 
l^eiit  was  lun'ted  with  tlie  two  other  detachnunts, 
which  h;id  been  on  the  move  for  weeks,  the)-  must  In- 
l^ivi-n  as  mucli  route  marchin;^  as  possible. 

I  ,ord  Roberts  had  then  been  a  month  at  Hloem- 
fontein.  I'rep.u-.itions  for  his  overw  hehnini;  advance 
on  I'relori.i  were  almost  com|)li'led.  lie  needed  all 
the  inoimteil  men  he  cmild  s^et.  but  In-  had  batteries 
en"nL;h.  l?oth  battalions  of  the  Canadian  Mounted 
Ritles  were,  therefore,  onlered  to  Uloemfoiiteiu,  l)ut  not 
the  three  batteries.  The  welcome  order  readied  the 
1st  Hatlalion  at  .Stellenbosch,  and  tlie\- there  entrained 
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in  sccti.Mis  for  tlu-  imrtli.     H  S<iii;ulrnn  was  the  first 
to  -o  forward,  and  the  whole  battalion  passed  throu-h 
De'^Aar  <//  ;vv//,'  to  Hetluilie  just  a  day  or  two  bei..re 
the    2nd    Battalion    rod.-    int.*    De    Aar,    after    tlieu" 
ni..nth's  heavx-   march.       Almost   imme.liately.   how- 
ever,   the    latter    foUowe.l    on.      At    Ik'thuhe,  on  tlie 
northern  h..rder  of  (-"ape  Colony  and  \  20  miles  s..uth 
nf  liloemfontein.  the  different  sections  were  forced  to 
detrain,  as  the  railway  hri.l-e  over  the  ( )ran-e  Kiver 
had   not   vet   been    rotored.      .Sei)arated   by   a  .lays 
march   or'  so.  the  sections  marched    u])   throu-h   the 

1-ree   State  as   esoMt    to   transport   and   annnnnition 

\\.i''u<>ns. 


The  line  of  comi 


nnimications  had  been   kept   clear. 
ln,t  the  Hoers  were  pressin-  as  close  as  the\-  could  ..n 
the   ea>t.      Thev  ha<l   <lriven    in   tlie    Hriti-h  outpo>t. 
fn.m  rhal)a  Nchn  and  had  occupied  the  Uloemfonteni 
waterworks,  an.i.  bcM.les.  they  held   the  eastern   strip 
nf  tlie  I'ree  State  almost  down  t<.  (ape  folonv'.      .\t 
Wepener,  in  the  >oi.th.  they  were  even  then  bene-int; 
a  small  British  force.     .\s  Ion-  as  his  communications 
were  safe   l.onl   Roberts   made  little  effort   to  check 
them   until  he  was  ready  n..t  ..nl>  to  .ueep  them  out 
..r  his  wax-,  but  to  sweep  ri-ht  on  to  Pretoria  ami   to 
f,t  in   uil'h  the  other  operations  the   relief   of  Mate- 
kin-^     Just  as  H  .Sipiadron.  the  first  of  the  M..unled 
Canadians,  rode  int..   Bloemf..ntein.  tlie    movements 
of  trooi>>  li'i'*  commenced  which  resulted  in  cleann- 
the  enemv  fn.m  their  p..siti..ns  in  the  east  and  s..uth. 
Ceneral   'r..le-(arew   an.l  (ieneial   l-rench   ha.l   i^'.ne 
nut   t..ward    the  waterw..rks.  and  a  few  hours  after 
their  arrival  H  S.iuadn.n,  under  Major  W  illiains.  was 


t 

i  i 


ii 
H 

"la 


'  i| 


■1 


1  . 


h 


1 :,(, 


nil    r  l\  ll'l  l\  (  i>\  ii\<;i  \ r.s 


W  : 


■|» 


sent  out  with  C  '.)ncl  Aldcrsoii's  corps  of  Mounted 
Infanti}-  in  (iL-ncral  I-"rcncli's  Kri^adc.  The}'  were 
not  lon^  kept  waitiiiL;  for  a  fi.nlit.  RcachiuL;-  Lccuw 
Kop  on  the  followiuLj  day,  April  jjikI,  tlie>'  were 
])osted  on  the  extreme  rii;ht  of  tlie  Hritish  Unes,  and 
found  the  enemy  occupxini;  a  rani^e  of  kopjes  to 
tlieir  left.  The  ("anadians,  J50  of  Roberts's  Horse, 
and  two  batteries  were  moved  u|)  to  attack  Leeuw 
Kop.  .\t  ^  p.m.  the  batteries  opened  fne.  and  the 
Boers  replied.  The  Canadians  were  then  ordered  to 
move  around  the  Kop,  cross  the  river,  and  540  forward 
until  fned  upon.  llu-y  succeeded  in  fmdin_Lj  a  ford, 
and  pushed  on  towards  a  farmhouse,  from  which  flew 
a  white  fla;..;.  Lieutenant  \'an  Straubenzee's  trooj) 
was  in  advance.  HelieviuL;  that  the  while  fla;.;  si;4- 
nified  an  al)sence  of  dani^er  at  that  particular  point, 
tlu-  men  rode  on.  bul,  when  within  700  }ards  of  the 
farmh.oUM-.  they  were  met  bv  a  volle\  from  I'loers 
lonce.iled  around  the  farm  buildiui^s.  I.ieuten.int 
\'an  .Straubenzce  at  once  i;ave  the  order  to  dismount 
and  take  cover.  I  lis  hnr-»e  was  killed  as  he  dis- 
nmunted.  Keco_L;ni>inL,f  by  the  acciuac)'  of  the  \]rv 
tiiat  it  would  be  most  dangerous  to  withdraw,  lie 
sent  back  word  of  lijs  position  to  .Major  Williams, 
who  at  once  moved  up  the  seccMid  and  third  troops 
to  his  su|)p((rt,  retainin;^  one  trooj)  in  reserve.  The 
three  advanced  tmops  were  all  imder  fne.  Major 
Williams's  horse  was  struck.  Lieutenant  N'oimj^'s 
troop  dismoui\ted  .ind  wurked  near  enough  to  the 
enem\-  to  draw  their  {'mx'  and  eni^a^e  their  attention. 
.Seizinj;  the  opportunity.  Lieutenant  \'an  Strauben/.eo 
L;ave  the  order  to  liis  troop  to  mount  and  withdraw  at 
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;i  i^Mllop.  The  whole  movement  succeeded  ;idmii-;ibl\- 
and  without  :i  siiv^le  casualty.  The  lioers  retreated,  as 
the\  did  all  aloiv.;  the  line  before  the  Hriti-^h  advance. 

ihis  was  the  first  time  the  men  of  the  second  con- 
tin<^'eiit  had  been  under  fire.  L'nless  it  was  a  mistake 
to  trust  in  an.v  dei;ree  to  the  i^ood  faith  of  a  white 
na:4.  no  mistake  seems  to  have  been  connnitted.  It 
was  a  situation  which  i)ut  to  the  test  the  coolne>-  of 
the  men  and  their  ability  to  take  an<l  keep  cover,  and 
i^ave  a  chance  to  the  officers  to  show  their  capacitv 
for  leadership.  It  was  a  battle  on  a  small  >cale.  and 
the  Canadians,  left  to  their  own  res  ,urces,  met  its 
exi;-,'encies  with  i^ood  nerve  and  -oo.l  judgment. 
Major  Williams  was  c..mi)limented  upon  the  manner 
in  which  he  handled  his  siiuadion.  As  a  punish- 
ment for  the  treacherous  use  of  the  white  fiai;  the 
Canadians  burned  the  farm  buildin-s. 

On   the  23rd   and   _'4th  of  .\pril    H  .S.iu.ulron  was 
a:4.iin    under    fire,  althouL,di   it   played    no   prominent 
part  in  the  o|>er.itions  of  those  two  da\ -.      1  he  Hoers 
were  di>i)ersed   and  the  s(|iia(lron   returned  to  Hloem- 
foiitcin.      The  Canadian  lnfanti\-  was  also,  of  course, 
near  at  hand.    With  the  exception  of  the  batteries  all 
the  Canadians  were  now  with  Lord  Kol)erts.     1  he  bat- 
teries had  been  bitterly  disappointed  when  the  orders 
to   the  front  <lid   not  include  them.      1)  and   I"    l'»at- 
teries  were   coiisi-^nied    ti  the   work  of  L^uardiiiL;  the 
lines  of  communication   between  Victoria  West  and 
Helmoiit,  and  excej)!   wlu'ii    a   portion   ol    I'.    Matter) 
t,...k    part    in    Sir    Charles    Warren's    e\pediti..ii     to 
Dou^das   about    the    inidille   of    May.   were  destined 
for  weeks   lo  see   no  .ictive  ser\  ice.      Hut  better  iiick 
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was  in   store  for  ('  Hattciy.     In  accordance  with  an 
old    aijrccincnt    the    Hritish    (}ovornnient    had    con- 
cluded   an    ananijjeincnt    with     l'ortiiL;al    by    which 
British    troops    could     land    at     Heira    on     the    east 
coast     and     jjroceed    throUL;h     I'ortuguese    territory 
into    Rhodesia.      More  troops   were    needed    in    that 
district   to  render  it    secure,  and,  above  all,  Colonel 
I'luiner    needed    reinforcements    in   order  effectually 
to  co-operate  with   a  fiyinLj  column   from  the  south 
for  the  relief  of  Mafekini,^    The  Hritish  heart  yearned 
for  the  relief  of  the  heroic  i^arrison  of  Mafekin;^  as 
for    no    other    achievenuMit.   and    Lord    Roberts  was 
ecpial  to  plannin;4  its  accomplishment,      lie  had  tele- 
graphed  Colonel    Haden-l'owell   to   hold   out  till  the 
iSth   of  May.      The  relief  involved   larj^e  op.-rations 
and     nice    calculations.      Colonel     I'lumer    must    be 
strenL;thened  on    the  north,   and   troops   must   travel 
j.txx)    miles    to  reach    him.      Hefore  Colonel    .Mahon 
could  dash   up   from  the  soutli.  the  Hoer  flank  must 
be    turned    at    l-'ourtecn     .Streams.      liefore    (ieneral 
Hunter  could   accomplish   this    Lord   Melhuen  must 
threaten  the   Hoer  lines  at  some  point  near  Hoshof ; 
and   tiie   whole  operation   depended    upon   the  main 
arm>oftlu-  Hoers'beinij  occupied  b\-  l.ord  Roberts's 
advance.      C     Hattery,    under    Major     lludon,    was 
speciallx-   selected   by   l.or<l    Roberts,  because  it   was 
Colonial    and    because   it    was    near    Cape   'I'own,  to 
make  an   attempt  to   reach  Colonel    I'lumer  !)>•  wa\- 
of    lieiri.     It  was    to    <^n  with    the  force    under  Sir 
I'rederick  Carrin;4ton. 

Karly  in  the  afternoon  of  Ciood  Friday,  .\i)ril  14th, 
C    l^atterv  was  ordere«l   to  strike  camp  and   proceed 
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from  Stcllcnbnsch  by  forced  march  to  Cape  Town. 
\\y  8.30  on  the  followiiit;  morning  the  battery  arrived 
at  the  ship's  side,  having  covered  the  thirty-three 
miles  duriiit;  the  ni;4ht.  All  }j[uns.  waggons,  horses, 
harness,  and  ammunition  were  on  board  by  noon. 
It  was  smart  work.  Sergeant  Kiely  wrote  home 
tha^  "when  tlie  Staff  Officer  arrived  at  12.15  he 
gave  orders  to  go  on  loading  guns.  '  All  loaded, 
sir,'  was  the  reply.  '  Go  on  loading  horses,  then.' 
'  All  loaded,  sir,'  was  again  the  reply.  '  Then  go  on 
with  the  ammunition.'  The  same  reply  was  given. 
'  Impossible,' said  the  officer  ;  but  the  fact  remained, 
ami  he  reported  the  feat  to  Lord  Roberts  by  wire, 
who  sciit  a  message  congratulating  the  men.  It  was 
read  out  b\-  the  Staff  Officer  on  parade  at  2  p.m." 

An  hour  later  the  transport  Columbian,  in\  which 
they  had  embarked,  steamed  out  of  Cape  Town  on 
its  trip  of  1,500  miles  through  the  Indian  Ocean.  A 
week's  sail  brought  them  to  Heira.  Two  hours  after 
disembarking  the\-  had  boarded  a  train  on  the  narrow- 
gauge  railwa)-  for  .Marantlellas  Camp  in  Mashona- 
land.  From  this  paint  to  Hulawayo  the  regular 
means  of  passenger  transport  is  stage  coaches  drawn 
by  mules.  The  distat  is  about  300  miles.  The 
owner  of  the  coach  line  notified  his  agents  in 
Rhodesia  to  suspend  the  mail  service  and  dispose 
all  the  mules  as  rela\s  along  the  road.  Mules  were 
then  hitched  to  four  guns  of  the  battery,  while  their 
sfpiads  rode  in  coaches.  The  other  two  guns  fol- 
lowed as  escorts  to  the  transport  and  ammunition 
waggons.  Changing  mules  every  ^qw  miles  the  four 
guns  w  jre  rushed  through  to  Hulawayo  at  the  rate 
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of  60  to  100  miles  a  clay.  From  Bulawayo  they  took 
the  railway  south  to  Ootsi,  which  they  reached  on 
the  1 2th,  just  seven  days  after  leaving  Marandellas. 
They   were   then   seventy   miles    north   of    Colonel 


HdW   C    HATTKKY   (KIT  To    MAlKKlNli. 

I'lumer's  column,  which,  by  forced  marches  through 
sand  and  bush,  they  reached  on  the  1 5th.  On  the 
17th  Colonel  Piumer  and  Colonel  Mahon  joined 
forces,  and    the   Canadian    Artillery   helped    to  win 
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that  stubljorii  hw  lioms'  ti;j;lu  nine  miles  from 
MalckiiiLj,  which  opened  tlie  road  into  the  be- 
Ieaj4iiered  town  l)y  which  the  rehexini;  force  entered 
in  lirilliant  moonh'^lu  at  four  in  the  morninLj. 

I'"or  seven  loni;  montlis  that  little  garrison  had 
watched  and  fouj^ht  and  endured  because  the\- 
would  not  )ield.  Ihev  never  lapsed  into  careless- 
ness and  never  weakened  in  determination.  And 
they  fim'shed.  not  like  spent  men.  but  with  a  display 
of  full  powers.  A  {c\\  da\s  before  they  had  out- 
witted and  confounded  the  Boers  in  their  last 
desperate  assault,  and  on  the  iSth  of  May  the)' 
marclied  out,  with  the  relievinj^  force  as  supports  and 
reserve,  to  fire  the  last  shots  at  the  tleeini;  enemy. 
That  the  (anadians  contributed  b\-  their  remarkable 
march  and  by  their  spirit  and  >teadiness  in  their  first 
artillery  action  to  the  final  relief  of  such  men  will 
remain  one  of  tlie  proudest  traditions  of  Canadian 
arms. 

Colonel  Mahon  rejiorted  to  Lord  Roberts  that  the 
Canadian  .\rtiller\-,  "  b\- a  series  of  forced  marclies, 
reached  him  on  the  morniiiLj  of  the  fit^htiiiij  and 
rendered  very  valuable  assistance";  and  Colonel 
Haden-I'owell  reported  that  they  h;id  joined  Colonel 
I'lumer  "  with  incredible  rajjidity.''  To  the  Canadian 
tiovernment  Colonel  liaden-l'owell  sent  this  tele- 
L(rai)hic  messaLje :  "  Mafekini;  relieved  to-da_\-,  and 
most  [grateful  for  invaluable  assistance  of  Canadian 
Artillery,  which  made  rec(jrd  march  from  Heira  to 
hel]j  us." 
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Canada    did    more    to   help    the     Hritish    cause    in 
South  Africa  than  send  out  two  official  contin!j;ents. 
Hesides  reinforcements  for  the  Canachan  Infantry  m 
the  field,  the  (iovernment  raised  another  complete 
battah'on  of  infantry  to  L^arrison   Ilahfax,  and    thus 
enabled  the  War  Office  to  send  the   1, cluster  Re;;i- 
ment  to  the  front  ;  and   Lord  Strathcona  and   Mount 
Royal    furnished,  as   a    private    contribution,    three 
s(]ua(lrons  of  Mounted   Rifles  ;  and  many  Canadians 
fought  in  South  Africa  whose  names  were  not  to  be 
found  on  i\w.  rolls  of  the  Royal  Canadian   Infantry, 
the    Canadian   Mounted  Rifles,  the  Royal  Canadian 
Artillery,  or  Strathcona's  Horse.     In  the  first  place, 
there  were  the  Canadians  who  held  commissions  in 
the  regiments  of  Hritish  regulars  engaged     twent\-  or 
more.     Captain  Carrington  .Smith,  Captain  ilensle\-, 
and  Lieutenant  Cor\-  were  with  the   Dublin  Lusiliers 
when    the)'  charged    the   hill    at    (ilencoe  ;    Ca|)tain 
Morris    and    his  company  of  the    Devonshires  were 
first  at  the  enemy's  guns  at  Kland's    Laagte  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Osborne,  of  the  Sccjttish   Rifles,  was  killed  at 
Sj)ion    Kop.  and   Lieutenant  Wood  at  the  battle  of 
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IkIihoiiI  ;  I.icir.  ...  Maclimcs  was  one  of  the 
Ru\ al  l-.n-incers  in  charL;c  of  the  defences  at  Kiin- 
heile\-  :  Liciit.-C'i.l.  (iiroiiard  was  director  of  railways 
in  Sonth  Africa,  and  Cai)tain  Nanton  his  deputy- 
assistant. 

Amoii-;  the  I'ltlanders  in  tlie  Transvaal  were  a  few 
Canadians.     W  hen  the  Canadian  (ioverninent  passed 
the  |ni\-  resolutions  <if  sympathy  and  moral  support, 
lluM'  men  met  to^'ether  an<l  expressed   their  j^rati- 
ficalion  Ihereat  ;  and   when  the  war  bn.ke  out  most 
of  ihem  joined  the  irrcj^ular  forces  dp^anisecl  in  Cape 
Culuny    and    Natal.     .\nd    they  were    not    the  only 
Canadians  in  tho-e  forces.     Many  officers  and  men, 
whu  cnld  not  tnid  places  in  the  re^nilar  contin;4ents, 
si.iii^ht    enlistment   in    lMiL,dand,  and   n(jt  succeedin;^' 
there,  paid  their  own  passa;4es  to  the  Cape  and  joined 
the  irre;^nilarv    T'or  example.  Major  William  I  lamilton 
Merritt.of  the  Cuivernor-tieneral's   Hodyi^uard.  went 
out  in   thi>  wa>-.  and  was  a|)pointed  second  in  com- 
mand of  Brabant's  Horse,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
in  all  the  hard  fi:-;htini;  of  that  force  ;  \\  asson.  one  <.f 
the  Canadian  team  which,  in   l-.n^land  in    i  S97.  won 
the  prize  in  the  bayonet  com|)elition  for  tiie  Mmpire, 
paid  liis  own  wa\-  from  Dawsun  City  in  the  Klondike 
.md    joined  Robert>'>  llor-e.  and  Jackson   went   with 
Inin       I'lillen.  of    T.-ronto.  disappointed  at   not   l»einji 
enrolled  in  llu-   Uoy.il  Canadian  Infantry,  at  his  own 
e\pen>e  folk.we.l  the  rej^iment  to  liloemfoiUein.  and 
was  there  enrolled  and  posted  to  C  Comp.my.     Wali- 
l)ri<!t;e    did    likewise.      Charlie    Uoss.  ,1    well-known 
so.nt    duriu'^  the   rebellion   of   iSS;,  went  out.  and, 
einollin;.;  a  troop.  \sa>>  ^i\en  ,t  lieiiten.mcx  in  Robcrl>'.s 
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Ilursc.  Si>  with  many  others.  There  were  Canadians 
in  Roberts's  Horse.  Kitchener's  Horse,  Brabant's 
Hoise.  liethuiu-'s  Mounted  Infantry,  Natal  Vohniteer 
Ambulance  Corps,  and  the  Cape  Mounted  Police. 
I.ideed,  there  was  hardl\-  an  irret;ular  force  in  South 
Africi  in  which  Canadians  were  not  to  be  found. 

I.ieut.-Col.     Sam     Hu^dics.     M.l*.,     was     another 
Canadian    who   did    ijood    work    in    South    Africa. 
His    fiL,dUinLj    blood    led    him    into   encounters    with 
Major-Cieneral   Hutton  and  with  the  military  system 
■generally   lon^    before  he   met  the   Hoers.     If  there 
was  an>-  principle  underlyiiifj  his  "  cjuarrel  "  with  the 
Ci.O.C.,  it   would  seem  to  be  this— that  a  Canadian 
was  at  liberty  to  volunteer  directly  to  the  Minister  of 
Militia  and  to  the  War  Office   without  sending  his 
application  along  the  regular  channel  of  comm.unica- 
tion.     I'lither  because    it    was   considered    better  for 
reasons    of  discipline  that  strict   military  procedure 
should  be  adhered  to,  even    in  e.\ceptioiial  circum 
stances,  or  because  there  was  a  deliberate  purpose  to 
keep  the  Canadian  offers  for  service  in  South  Africa 
within  the  regular  military  system,  so  that  the  contin- 
gent wouUl  be  official,  the  military  authorities  (juietly 
but  firmly  insisted  on  the  observance  of  the  regular 
order.    I,ieut.-CoI.  Hughes  had  more  than  once  before 
offered  to  raise  a  regiment  or  brigade  of  Canadians 
for  the   Imperial  service,  and   in   .\pril.  iSr/J  he  had 
moved  a  resolution  in  the  Ciinadian  Parliament  on  the 
general   subject  ;  and  he  had   been  the   first  to  call 
the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  offers  for  South 
Africa  made  b\-  the  otlu-r  Colonies.     His   offers  on 
ctther  occasions  had,  he  believcil,  been  pigeon-holed. 
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and  he  also  believed  that  there  was  a  disposition  on 
the  i)art  of  the  Hritish  officers  in  Canada  to  under- 
estimate the  capabilities  of  the  Canadian  Militia,  with 
'Hie  exception,  |)erhaps,  of  the  I'ernianent  I'orce.  So, 
when  a  new  occasion  presented  itself,  he  offered 
rlirectly  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  as  a  Hritish  subject,  and 
to  the  MinistvT  of  Militia  as  a  Canadian  officer,  and 
he  shortly  afterward  issued  a  circular  calling'  for 
volunteers.  The  War  Office  accepted  the  loyal  and 
patriotic  offer  through  the  Colonial  Office,  and  the 
Colonial  Office  throu<;h  the  (iovernor-deneral,  and 
the  Governor-Cjcneral  through  his  Military  Secre- 
tary, who  pointed  out  th  ;i  the  offer  should  have 
come  throu^di  the  G.O.C.  The  (i.O.C.  instructed  the 
D.O.C.  in  No.  ^  District  to  secure  an  explanation  of 
the  irreeularitv.  .Such  an  amount  of  red  tape  was 
verily  a  red  ra^^  to  a  bull,  an<l  the  impetuous  officer 
and  politician  fairly  ran  amuck.  He  rent  and  tossed 
the  Horse  (iuartls.  the  average  Hritish  officer,  and 
particularly  Hritish  (leneral  Officers  Commanding'  in 
Canada,  (iovernors-Cieneral,  some  Canadian  Miliiia 
officers,  and  other  persons  and  institutions.  .As  for 
some  time  he  refused  to  retract  or  modify  his  words, 
Major-General  Ilutton  was  forcefl,  in  the  interests  of 
di  :iplinc,  to  threaten  him  with  sus|)ension  from  the 
command  of  his  regiment.  The  (i.O.C.  all  alon>.i 
rccojrnised  his  "  military  zeal  and  anxiety  for  employ- 
ment on  active  service."  and  a  partial  adjustment  was 
reached  by  which  I.ieut.-Col.  Hu^jhes  was  all«)wed  to 
^j<)  to  South  Africa  as  a  |)assenj;er  on  the  ss.  Sor- 
t/immi.  In  South  Africa  he  obtaine<l  a  position  op 
the  Staff  of  (ieneral  Settle  on  the  lines  of  communi- 
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cation,  and  aftcruanls  on  the  Staff  of  Sir  Charles 
Warren.  He  was  iiKlefati.i;able  in  the  field,  and  was 
more  than  once  mentioned  in  despatches.  Sir  (  harles 
Warren  reporte.l  that  "  l.ieMt.-('ol.  llu-hes  is  provinij 
himself  an  i-Ncellent  intellij^ence  officer  and  leader  of 
irri-i;iilar  mounted  triM)|)s." 

■|"he  battalion  raised  hy  the  Canadian  (■lovernmcnt 
for  -arrison  duty  at  Halifax  was,  in  effect,  a  i);tfalion 
adiled  to  Lord  Roberts's  arm)-,  for  it  set  '  -•  for 
service  in  South  Africa  a  battalion  of  re-ulars.  It 
happened  that  the  reL;inient  stationed  at  Halifax  was 
the  1st  Hattalion  of  the  I'rince  of  Wales's  Leinster 
Ke-^iment.  This  reijimeiit  inherits  the  traditions  of 
the  <.ld  lOOth  Royal  Canadians.  When  the  old  looth 
returned  to  Canada  in  iSr/)  it  remained  for  about  two 
years  (luartered  at  Montreal  and  Ottawa,  durin;^' 
which  time  there  were  few  recruits  and  ver>-  man>- 
discharj^es.  so  that  when  the  rej^nment  returned  to 
I'.ni^land  it  was  ver)-  much  reduced  in  >tren;^th.  llie 
rank-  were  filled  by  recruiliuL;  in  the  Hritish  Isles, 
and  the  rei^iment  ceased  to  be  Canadian  in  anythins; 
but  name.  When  the  old  -system  of  re;^nmental 
numbers  was  superseded  b\-  tlie  territorial  system  in 
till-  Hritish  arm>',  the  lo.ith  became  the  I'rince  of 
Wales's   Leinster   ReL^iment     Ro\al   Canadians. 

Man\  times  diu-ini;  the  last  few  \  ears  it  has  been 
su^^'ested  in  Canada  that  this  re;,;iment  should  be 
repatriate*!.  It  woultl  seem  tiiat  the  Canadian 
(iovernment  was  in  correspondence  with  the  Imperial 
Cioverninent  upon  this  \er\  point  durin;,'  Januar)-  and 
I'ebrnary,  i</k).  No  plan  for  repatriation  was  agreed 
upon,   i)Ut    the  more    iinme<liatel\    useful    scheme   of 
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raisin^^  a  Canadian  regiment  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Leinsters  at  Liarriscjn  duty  was  proposed,  and  on 
March  2nd  Sir  Wilfrid  Laiirier  announced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  the  Imperial  Government 
had  accepted  Canada's  offer  in  this  matter. 

Constitutional  and  technical  diffi  ulties  had  to   be 
met.     The  number  of  troops  to  be  enlisted  for  con- 
tinuous service  in  Canada  is  fixed  b\-  statute.     .\s  it 
was    not  |)ossible   out  of  1 .000  men   of  all  arms  to 
garrison  Halifax  and  Ueep  up  the  necessary  services 
in  the  rest  of  the  country,  either  the  statute  would 
have    to    be  changed  or   some  circumvention   would 
have    to    be    discovered.     To     change    the    statute 
would   give  a  permanency   to   the    arrangement  for 
what  might  be  only  a  temi)oiaiy  ie<iuirement.  and  so 
circumvention   was  resorted   to.      1  he   Militia  Order 
issued  on    March   5th    contains   the  f.>llowing    para- 
graph:   "The  f(»rmation  of   a   l'ro\i-ional    Hattalion 
"of  Infantry  from  the  .\ctive  Militia    the  I'ermanent 
Corps,  Cavalry  and  Field  .Artillery,  and  Active  Militia 
of  the  City  of   Halifax,  which  is  already  allotted  to 
the   defence   of    Halifax    in    the    Imi)erial     Defence 
Scheme,   excepted)    is    authorised    to    replace   tem- 
porarily the   1st  Hattalion  Prince  of  Wales's  Leinster 
Regiment    Royal  Canadians!  ;it  Halifax,  N.S."    That 
is,  it  was   to  be  regarded  as  a  provisional  battalion, 
and  was  to  be  recruited  from  among  .\ctive  Militia- 
men.    To  be  eligible  every  man   must  belong  to  a 
corps  in   the    .\ctive  Militia   and  be  carried  on  the 
strength  of  thai  i-..ri)s  ;  he  must  have  |K;rformed  <.ne 
annual  training;  and  he  must  re-enlist  in  the  Active 
Milii      for  three  years.     .\ny  ex-member  of  a  corps 
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(k'sin'iiL;  til  join  the  new  buttalimi  must  first  re-enlist 
in  the  Active  Mihtia.  The  fiction  was  that  men 
enlisted  fur  three  )ears  in  the  Active  Militia  mii^ht 
he  s|)ecially  enrolled  for  "'general  service"  in  a 
"  jirovisional  battalion"  for  a  jieriod  of  one  year 
out  of  tile  three,  without  doiiiL;  \  ioleiice  to  the 
constitution.  It  would  have  been  illej^al.  of  course, 
to  add  to  the  force  enrolled  "for  continuous  service  " 
1)>- eiiiistiii;^  uu'ii  from  the  citizens  at  lari^e,  even  for 
one  )ear  of  such  service.  \'et  this  provisional 
battalion  was  afterward  desiL^nated  tiie  "  jitl  Special 
Service  Mattalion  Koyal  ("aiiadian  Rei^iment  of 
Infanti).'  It  was  made  the  3rd  liattalioii  of  the 
rerinaneiit  Infantrv,  just  as  the  tirst  contint^ent  to 
South  Africa  Iia<l  been  made  the  Jiid  Hattalioii.  The 
Militia  Act  is  in  need  of  amendment. 

I  hi'  various  companies  were  .ipportioned  amoii;^ 
tile  diffi'rent  milit.iry  districts  very  much  as  were  the 
companies  of  the  first  coiitiiii;ent.  The  aije  limit 
was  sliL;htly  e.\tended,  and  the  standard  of  hei;4ht 
slii^htlv  lowered.  A  full  battalion  was  secured,  but 
volimteers  were  rather  slow  in  presenting;  themselves. 
In  this  res|)ect  there  was  a  sij^niticant  contrast 
between  the  volunteering  for  the  contin;j[ents  and 
that  lor  the  garrison  l)attalioii.  The  pros|»ecl  of 
activi.-  service  in  the  field  was  lacking;,  although  many, 
perhaps  mo^t.  of  those  who  vohmteered  did  so  in  the 
hope  that  ultiniatily  the  battalion  im\;ht  be  sent  to 
South  Africa.  When  danijer  threatens,  and  there  i> 
an  opportiiiiitv  for  actual  contest,  anv  reason.djie 
number  of  Canadian  recruits  can  be  obtained  ;  but, 
uiuier    pre-enl    conditions,   it    would    seem    that    the 
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routine  life  of  the  rc^nilar  soldier  is  not  attractive. 
Ihe  battalion  was  read)"  t<>r  service  when  the 
I.einster  Kei^inient  sailed.  Not  ciiiite  the  whole 
battalion  went  to  Ilalifa.x,  for  the  ri;4ht  half  of 
.\  Company,  which  had  been  enrolled  at  Victoria. 
1?.C..  was  detailed  to  assist  the  Imperial  troops  in  the 
j4arrisi)nin;4  of  l''s(iiiimalt. 

Althoii.^h  nothin:^  came  of  it.  an  offer  made  by  the 
(ioveniment    of   the    Province    <.f    liritish    Columbia 
should    be    mentioned.      In    January   this    I'roviiu  ial 
(iovernment    offered   a  contin-ent   of    lOO    Mounted 
Ritles.     The     Imperial    Ciovernmenl    .iccei)ted    the 
offer,    and    undertix.k    to    "  tlefray    the    eNi)ense    of 
transport    of  any    further   coiitini^ent    if    eiK.ui^h    to 
ship."      The    number    offered    by    Hrilish    Columbia 
did  not  make  uj)  even  one  squadron,  and  it  was  not 
supi)lemented  by  others    to    complete  the  shipload. 
No   doubt     Ih-itish    Columbia    would     ;;ladly    have 
increased    the    number,    at    least   to    l6o,  and  trans- 
portation  char-es   would  have  been   met,  had   these 
been  the  only  difficulties.     It   is  probable,  however, 
that    it    was    reco:j[nised    as    unwise    to    establish    a 
precedent  for  contributions  by   Provinces. 

In  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  read  at  the  openin- 
of  the  Canadian  I'arliameiit  on  February  I.  1900, 
was  the  followin-  para-raph :  "It  is  a  matter  ..f 
pride  and  -ratification  to  the  people  of  this  Dominion 
that,  in  addition  to  the  contin^'cnts  sent  by  the 
Ciovernment.  another  Canadian  force  is  bemi; 
or';anised  and  «lespatched  at  the  personal  e.xpense  of 
the  Hi^'h  Commissioner  of  Canada.  This  generous 
.md     patriotic     action     upon     the     part     of     Lord 
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Stratlicona  reflects  hi^h  honour  on  liim  and  on  the 
Dominion   he  rej)resents." 

This  lanj^iiaj^e  is  but  a  moderate  expression  of  the 
feeling  with  which  Canadians  rcL^arded  tlie  act  of 
Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal.  liy  birtli  a 
Scotchman,  he,  when  eiL;hteen  _\ears  of  a^e,  came  to 
Canada  in  tlie  service  of  the  Hudson's  liay  Com[)any, 
and  spent  man\-  _\ears  at  its  posts  in  the  CaiKuh'an 
wilderness.  He  is  ikav  the  head  of  that  ancient 
Coni|)an\-,  and  a  man  of  wide  interests  and  lar^e 
wealth  ;  and  he  holds  the  res|)onsil)Ie  position  of 
llii;h  Commissioner  for  Canada  in  London.  I  lis 
career  furnislies  a  notable  example  of  what  is  possilile 
to  enerL^y  and  abilit\-  in  Canada.  I'ublic-spirited  he 
has  alwa\s  been,  and  his  wealth  has  been  freely  ,L;i\en 
for  the  benefit  of  i-ducatioual  and  philanthropic 
institutions. 

In  all  respects  hi>  L;ift  of  a  t(.r|)s  of  Mounted 
Rifle-  was  a  splendid  act.  .\lready  wealth)-  and  full 
of  honours,  lu-  was  In-yond  the  suspicion  of  attempting; 
to  bu\-  publicit\-  or  an\-  of  its  indirect  ^ains.  He 
desired  onl_\-  to  contribute  to  the  success  ..f  a  i^reat 
public  undertakin_i^-,  and,  with  wealth  made  in 
C"anada,  to  i-nable  more  Canadians  to  devote  their 
|)ersonal  s--r\ites  to  tliat  end.  Not  only  was  this 
spirit  and  its  iiu'\itable  effect  in  raising  the  tone  of 
pulilic  life  in  Canada  appreriated  bv  Canadians,  but 
there  were  circumstances  which  still  further  appealed 
to  sentiment.  I  h- had  been  a  |)ioiu'er,  and  he  chose 
t<i  si'ud  out  pioneers;  and  it  was  from  the  North, 
which  is  the  :  ;..;ion  of  natural  romance  in  Canada, 
and    from    the    West,    which    is    the    rcjion    of    the 
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nation's  i,^reatcst  hope,  that   these   pioneers  were  to 
be  selected. 

On    January   11,    kxxd,  he    offered    to    etiiiip   and 
land  at  C'ajje  Town  at  his  own  expense  jcxD  roiit,Mi- 
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ri<lers  from  I  lie  Canadian  North-West,  as  a  special 
service  corps  of  Mounted  Rifles.  Two  da>s  later  his 
offer  was  accepted  by  the  .Secretary  of  .State  for  \\  ar. 
The  Canadian  (iovernment  was  i;lad  to  undertake 
the  work  of  or.Lianisin',' this  force,  ami  on  l'ebruar\-  1st 
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authority  was  j^rantcd  for  the  formation  of  the  corps. 
It  was  to  Iiave  the  streiv^jth  of  a  regimental  staff 
and  three  siiiia(h-ons.  In  all  re^jjects  the  work  of 
enrolling,'  and  coiuentratin;,;  this  force  was  done  as  it 
had  l)een  for  tlu-  -second  contin^^ent.  Subject  to  -.lie 
apjjroval  of  Lord  Str.ithcona,  the  Minister  of  Militia 
arranged  e\er_\  thiiiL,^  and  made  all  api)ointments. 
No  limit  was  placed  upon  the  amount  of  money  to  l)e 
e.vp.Muled.  and  the  corps  was  the  best  etjuipped  of  all 
that  left  Canada.  ]i>- that  time  the  Militia  l)ei)art- 
menl  hid  had  so  much  experience  that  all  the 
arranLjements  proceeded  swiftl)' and  smoothly.  '1  he 
force  was  enrolled  at  twenty-tlnve  points  between 
Winnipeg-  and  \'iclori.i.  .\n>-  man  of  the  regulation 
ai;e  and  >i/e  who  could  ride  well  and  shoot  well  was 
eli;;ible,  and  members  of  the  I'ermaneiit  lM)rce  and 
the  North-West  Mounted  I'olice  were  admitted  on  just 
the  same  terms  as  tlu\  had  been  in  the  two  official 
eoutinL;ents.  Lord  .Stralhcona  paid  the  officers  and 
men  at  the  rates  prevailint.;  in  the  North-West  Mounted 
I'olice  until  disembarkation  in  South  Africa,  from' 
which  time  the\-  were  paid  b)-  the  Imperial  (iovern- 
ineiit.  Ihe  term  of  service  was  si.\  months,  with 
liabilitx-  of  extension  to  one  jear.  Nothing;  was 
overlooked  that  the  Militia  l)ei)artment  officials 
considered  iiecessar\-  for  the  complete  e([uipinent  of 
the  corps,  and  e\en  300  rounds  of  ammunition  |)cr 
ritleand  ;o,ooo  rounds  per  Maxim  ujun  were  supplied. 
The  force  went  into  action  with  three  Maxims  and 
one  pom-pom.  LiL;ht  of  the  officers  ap|)ointed  were 
from  the  staff  of  the  North-\\'e>t  Mounted  Police,  and 
the   command   was  L;i\en   to    Inspector  .S.   H.  Steele. 
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Licut.-Col.  Steele  is  ;i  man  of  .splendid  physique  and 
an  ideal  scout  and  leader  of  scouts.  No  one  who 
knew  the  North-West  but  felt  that  the  very  man  for 
the  position  had  been  selected.  In  his  command 
were  all  the  kinds  of  men  to  be  found  in  the  North- 
West — owners  of  ranches,  cow-punchers,  miners,  nu-n 
of  the  towns,  men  of  the  countr\-,  rich  men,  poor 
men,  immij^rants  and  native-born.  The  detachments 
concentrated  at  Ottawa  and  were  there  outfitted, 
and  b .th  .it  Ottawa  and  at  Montreal  and  Halifax, 
throu-;!!  which  the  force  passed,  the  people  received 
them  with  enthusiasm  ;  for  no  higher  expcctatit)ns 
were  entertained  for  any  force,  nor  was  more  pride 
felt  in   any,  than   in  Strathcona's   Horse. 

Lord  Strathcona  is  a  citi/en  of  Montreal,  and  on 
March  12th  Montreal  received  the  corps  officiall)-. 
It  was  Montreal's  ^'reatest  celebration.  The  occa- 
sion was  peculiarly  sii^in'ficant,  for  on  I.adysmith  Day 
the  exuberance  of  the  students  of  McCiill,  the  I'.nLjIish 
University,  had  precipitated  trouble  with  the  students 
of  Laval,  the  l-rench-Canadian  University,  and  in 
other  quarters;  and  smoulderin;^  race  feelinj;  h;;  ' 
temporarily  flameil  up.  On  both  sides  there  was  a 
disposition  to  wipe  out  the  mem^  ies  of  that  affair 
by  unitin;^'  in  an  expression  of  enthusiasm  for  the 
men  who  were  off  to  the  front,  and  more  still  for 
Lord  Strathcona  himself,  who  was  their  fellow-citizen 
and  one  of  the  city's  j^reatest  benefactors.  The  cii.v 
was  :^aily  decorated  and.  although  it  was  a  cold 
winter  dav.  thousands  were  ui)on  the  streets  to 
witness  the  parade.  Lvery where  the  soldiers  were 
cheered.     When,  passin^^  Laval,  the  students  cheered 
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them,  the  McGill  students  cheered  the  Laval  students, 
who  answered  in  their  turn. 

A  civic  hnicheon  was  L^iven  to  the  men.     In  his 
reply    to    the   toast  to  the  force     Lieut. -Col.    Steele 
said  of  Lord   Strathcona  :  "He  has  IjL-en  a  pioneer 
like  ourselves  ;  he  has  been   in  the  fastnesses  of  the 
Wild   West  and  the  extreme  north  and  east,  and  he 
has   ^one   throui,di    the  same    hardsliips  as  we   have 
i;one  throui^h,  and  far  more.       Therefore  we  are,  as 
it  were,  fairly  following;  a  man  of  ourselves.    The  men 
you  see  before  you  have  come,  1  know  for  a  certainty, 
fntm  over   l.ooo.ooo  square  miles  of  this  country  of 
ours,    which    is   one  of  the   family  of  j^reat  nations 
representin.^'   the    liritish    l-jnpire.     There   are    inen 
here  from  the  far  \'ukon  ;  there  are  men   here  who 
have  travelled   on   foot   600  miles  on  the  ice  of  the 
Yukon    River  to  come  here   to   volunteer;  there  are 
men    who    have   come    from    Peace    River    to  ;4o  to 
South  .\frica  to  fii;ht  for  our  Oueeii,  who  were  dis- 
app  )inted.    when    the\-    arrived    at    l".dmont<tn    and 
other    points,    that    the    2nd    Hattalion    of    Mounte<i 
Rifles    had    i^oiie,    who    when    they   heard    of   Lord 
Stathcona's  ma;j[nit"icent  offer — that  maL^nificent  offer 
that    has  not    been  e<iualled    in    the  history  of  this 
great  i'mpire     hurried  forward.     I  arrived  at  Calt^ary 
on  the   3th,  and  notified  the  country  that  recruitin'^; 
would  be  commenced  that  da\-,  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  6th   I  So  men  were  enrolled.     The  horses  had 
been    collected  b\-   Dr.   Mcl'",achren   over   300  scjuare 
miles  of  territory,  and  the)'  had  been  collected  with 
great  judgment,  and  are  as  good  as  were  ever  ridden 
b\-  Western  men.     We  shall  endeavour  to  stay  w  ith 
them." 
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That  the  men  appreciated  the  cordiality  and  kind- 
ness of  their  reception  in  the  l-"ast  was  later  shown, 
as  far  at  least  as  Ottawa  w;is  concerned,  in  a  practical 
form.      .\t  Cape    Town   they   learned   of  the  terrible 
confla'^n-ation  that  had  almost  ainiihiiated   Hull,  and 
had  swei)t  over  a  larL;e  section  of  Ottawa.     .\   siih- 
scripti<.n  list  was  at  once  started.     On   the  subscrip- 
tions of  the  men  a  limit   <.f  Si  was  placed,  but  the 
limit    was    raised    for    the  officers.     Over    S700    was 
in   this   way  contributed   and   forwarded   to    Ottawa, 
■['he  people  of  Cape  Town  and  other  parts  of  South 
Africa,    in   token    of   their    appreciation  of  Canada's 
help    in    their    trouble,   contributed    liberall>-    to    the 
same   cause,  and   the  ends  of  the  earth  were  drawn 
still  closer  in  sympatlu'. 

The  steamship  Moiiteiry,  of  the  l*:ider,  Demi^ster 
Line,  had   been  chartered  for    Lord  .Strathcona  and 
converted    into    a   transpt^rt,   and    on    the    iC)th    of 
March  the  force  embarked  at  I  lalifa.x.      The  stren;4th 
of  the  force  was  2S  officers  and  512  of    )thcr  ranks, 
and    599  horses.     On    the   same    transjjort  sailed    a 
detachment  of   infantry,  sent  out   by  tlie   Canadian 
Ciovernment  as  reinforcements  for  the  first  contingent. 
.Sickness  and  casualties  had  seriously  dei)leted  the 
ranks  of  the  2nd  Royal  Canadians,  then  at  Hioem- 
fontein.       The   Government   did    not    undertake    to 
keep    the    battalion    up    to    its    full    strent^th,   but 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  sailing  of  the  Moiitiiry 
to  send  out  one  draft  of  three  officers  and    101  non- 
commissioned  officers  and  men.      Lord    Strathcona 
assented  t(j  their  travelling  upon  his  ship  as  soon  as 
it    was  found    that  the   ship  would   n()t  therebx    be 
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ovoirniudcd,  and  tlic -^aiiK'  pL-riiiission  was  j^ivcii  to 
tliivt-  i>riicLis  wild  were  attache<l  for  special  duty. 
Aftrr  tin-  i|iiiikc'>t  passaiji-  nf  all  the  transports  tlu' 
.)/<'////,/■  arri\  eij  at  ( ".ipe  Town  on  April  lotli.  I  lie 
p.i-^-a;^e  had  h.-i'n  \ery  hard  on  the  horses,  no  less 
than  \(r^  dyini^  at  sea.  This  was  _'3  jK-r  cent.,  while 
of  the  presioiis  shipments  only  about  ('>  per  cent,  died 
on  the  passa;_;e.  Ihis  hea\  )•  loss  of  horses  had  to  be 
made  np  at  (ape  I'own.  On  account  if  the  ur^a-nt 
m-ed  for  hor'^i--^  at  the  front,  it  was  s(tme  time  before 
eiioiiL;!)  could  be  obtained.  Hut  lack  of  mounts  was 
iMt  the  reason  why  the  .Strathconas  were  kept  for  si.\ 
wetks  at  Cape  Town  ;  nor  was  it  that  they  mij.jht  be 
thop.iii^hl}-  trained.  .\  darini(  plan  had  been  devised 
for  them  to  carry  out.  It  was  no  les^  than  a  flash 
throu;.;]!  /uhiland  u\>  to  Koinati  I'oort.  to  cut  the 
railway  to  I  )elaL,foa  Ha\ .  While  the  Hoer  forces 
were  i-ii;.;a;4ed  with  (ieneral  HuUer  in  Natal,  with 
Lord  Roberts  in  the  l-"ree  .State,  and  with  (ieneral 
lluiiter  anil  (ieneral  liaden-l'owell  in  the  we>t,  a 
-mill,  rapidly  mo\in|..j  force  inij,dit  possibly  slip 
around  behind  them  and  sever  their  communications 
with  the  Coast.  It  would  have  been  a  brilliant  coup. 
That  l.ieiit.-Col.  .Steele  and  his  men  were  selected  to 
make  the  attempt  was  tlu-  hi|'he-l  mark  of  confidence 
in  their  ability. 

rrep.ir.itioi)-,  were  all  i  ompleted.  and  on  the  J4tli 
of  Ma\-  till-  .Strathconas  embarketl  at  ("a|)e  I'ow  n 
and  |)nt  to  si'a.  Two  si|ii.idrons  were  to  land  at 
hurban  ami  the  third  was  to  proceed  u|>  the  coast 
to  Kosi  |?ay  in  ron;.4aland.  The  two  di'tachmiMits 
were  then  to  marc  h  .iiio--  countrx   and   ineit   on   the 
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borders  of  S\v;i/ilaii(l.  A  and  ('  S(|iia(lroiis  acoord- 
inj^Iy  disembarked  at  I  )urbati  and  look  the  railuav 
nortli-east    to    the     rii'jela    River,  w  he?e    the\-    were 
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hahed.  I  .ieiil. -Col.  Steele  w  itl\  II  S(inadron  reache«l 
Ko-'i  Hay  and  prepariil  lo  lai\d.  There  l>eiiii;  no 
doi  U,  siirl  hoal^  ami   haw  Ner->  had  been  |)ro\  ided,  and 
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the  li(ii>r^  uciv  to  l)c  made  to  swim  ashore.  I  he 
liawsiTs  liail  alread)-  been  secured  to  the  sliore 
when  II. M.S.  ///,//.v,  which  liad  escorted  tlie  traii-^- 
[lorl  that  tar  and  liad  thi-n  Ljoiie  on  to  l)elai,n.a  Iia\-. 
retiiriie<!  willi  a  despatch.  Some  one  at  Cape  I  own 
had  .oineyi.l  to  the  lioers  iiUelhLjence  ot  the 
])ropost>d  i-\pe(h'tion,  and  a  ch,in;_;i"  ot  plan  was 
iieceN-,ar)-.  l,ient.-('ol.  Steele  reliirned  to  Diirhan, 
and  joiniii-  the  two  s(|uadroiis  at  the  ru'-;ela  set 
oil"  l)\-  .mother  routi-.  lie  :_;<it  as  far  as  I'.showe. 
in  /.uhiland.  when  he  recei\ed  orders  to  return  In- 
f.  .rceil  m.nches  to  Durban.  I'Voni  information  as  to 
tile  counler-mo\ements  of  the  Hoers  or  for  --tratei^ical 
n-a-on  .  the  idea  of  the  e-vjiedition  ha<l  Invn  al)an- 
dipueil.  Instead,  the  Strathcoiias  were  to  join 
(ieneral    Uuller's  coinmaii<l. 

With  a  full  camp  outfit  I  .ieut.-Col.  Steele  made 
the  march  of  I  lo  miles  to  Durban  in  three  da> -. 
i'.iitr  nnin-  there  he  reached  Newcastle  after  twcnt)- 
si'xen  hour-'  traxellin-.  Remainin;4  at  Newcistle 
one  da\-.  he  --t  out  to  join  (ieneral  Hullcr.  Two 
da\^  of  f..rced  inarche-  bmu-lit  the  Stratli<  "ua-  t.. 
\'olU>ru-t  in  the  Iransvaal,  where  they  wen-  p.-ted 
to  the  ;rd  Mounti-d  lnfiutr>  l!ri-.ide  under  l.oni 
Dundonald.  in  lieiieral  ('ler>'-  DixiMon.  i'lie 
Hri;.4ade  was  on  the  nio\i-  ncM  dav.liut  tlu  enemy 
made  no  si.md.  ami  ou  the  folluwin-  da_\  tlie\ 
rea<  lied,    .Staiidertou.    where     llu>      reuianied     l"i     a 

week. 

(  )n  the  i-tof  Jul),  Dominion  Da>  in  (  anadi,  the 
Strathcona■^  had  their  fir-l  iii^a^einent.  It  wa>  onl\- 
a   -harp   -kirmi-h,   but    tor   weeks   sharp    skirmidi-n-^ 
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was  to  be  the  work  of  the  Strathconas.  Of  the  first 
fit^ht  Lieut.-Col.  Steele  wrote:  "  W'c  marched  from 
Staiulertoii  on  the  30th  iih.,  ami  on  the  1st  of  July 
the  cor|)-.  formerl  the  advance  i^aiard  and  scouts  of 
(ieneial  (Icry's  column.  We  had  arrived  at  Watcrval 
Spruit  when  the  advanced  scouts  reported  a  com- 
mando of  H(jers  on  our  right  front.  We  crossed 
the  Spruit  and  halted,  while  the  rest  of  the  column 
passed  the  Spruit.  Lieutenant  Tobin.  on  the  right 
flank  three  nnles  out,  reported  being  fired  upnn. 
lie  was  ill  command  of  his  tnjo|).  1  sent  orders 
to  see  that  the  force  of  the  enem\'  was  ascertained. 
Jarvis  p_j>ortefl  a  strong  force,  so  1  sent  out  a  sup- 
port, and  the  (icncral  sent  Tiiorne)'croft's  Mounte<I 
Infantrx.  Kirkpatrick's  troop,  in  rear  of  I'obin's, 
also  got  under  fire  and  had  one  man  killed  l'ri\ate 
Jenkins,  of  Ked  l)eer>  .Sergeant  Nicimls.  of  the 
N.W.M.r.,had  iiis  horse  shot  and  killed;  Ji-nkins's 
horse  was  also  killed.  Captain  Ilfiw.ird  .md  Private 
llobson  were,  no  doubt,  taken  |)risiiners,  but  no  ono 
saw  it  occur.  The  men  were  fired  .11  from  t  farni- 
housi"  flying  thi-  white  flag.  I'our  lloers  ueie  killed 
oil  the  spot,  .md  probabl)' more,  llie  artilKr)  opened 
and  the  Hoer^  fell  b.ick.  I'he\  were  part  of  the 
commando  of  lien.  X'iljeoii  (//  r<>/i/r  to  Swaziland, 
and  300  ui-re  engage'l  with  our  ^out^  We  buried 
poor  Jenkins  at  Wachout  Spruit,  ami  ga'.r  orders 
to   tlu-   farmer  to  re^pe.  t    the  grave. 

.\t  tlve  end  oi  the  first  week  at  the  front,  during 
which  the  Strathcona-^  had  been  engaged  on  two  or 
three  occasions,  and  had  suffered  fifteen  casualties, 
oicurrtd  a  pleasing  incident,      I  he  forces  oi   (Jeiieral 
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HiiUer   had    come    into   touch    with    those    of    Lord 
Roberts,   and    a   conference    between    the    ^^enerals 
was  arran:4ed  to  take  place  at    Tretoria.      As  escort 
to    ileidelbiui^   (".eneral    lUilIer  chose    150  men   fn.m 
Strathcona'^    Horse.      Durin;^    the    joiirne\-    Cieneral 
lUiller   recalled   the  days  he  had    spent    in    Canada, 
and  particularly  the  i)art   he  to,)k   in   i)uttin;^^  down 
the    first    Kiel    rebellion.      The    rouj^h-riders    of    the 
Strathconas    were   touched   by  this  interest,  and   by 
his  thou^htfulness   for  their  comfort,  and   were  also 
struck  b\-  the  fact  that   the  (ieneral   set   a  fast   pace 
for    the  trip.     They  voted    him  a  "hustler"  in   the 
saddle.     With  reference  to  his  exi)eriences  in  Canada 
(ieneral  Huller  had  cabled  to  Lord  .Strathcona  some 
da\s   before:  "Your  fine   re;4iment  joined   m>-   force 
durin-;    march    to    Standerton.      I    am    ver>-   ^dad    to 
have  them;  it  is   like  meetin-   with  old  friends,  and 
the>    are  most  useful." 

Not  content  with  haviiii;  sent  three  full  squadrons. 
Lord  Strathcona  determined  to  send  out  a  draft  of 
fifty  men  to  help  keep  the  force  up  to  streiv^th.     On 
April  lOth  he  cabled  the   Minister  of  Militia  askinij 
that  such   .1  draft   l)e  at   once   raised   and   eiiuippe<l. 
Thi-^  was  more  than  >i.\  weeks  before  the  .Strathconas 
went  into  action,  but  Lord  Strathcona  would  not  wait 
until  the  nvvA  for  reinforcements  existed  before  takiiv^ 
^tei)s  to  supply  them,     .\lthou-h  it  was  pointed  out 
to  him  that  this  draft  could  l)e  ready  more  (luickly  if 
it  were  recruited  in  I'.astern  Canada.  Lord  Strathcona 
deeiiled  to  preserve  the  western  character  of  his  force, 
an<l  a<f;ain  the  recruiting'  was  done  in    NLmitoba.  the 
,\orthA\  est  Territories,  and  Hritish  Columbia.    I'nrler 
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command  of  Captain  .V^ar  A(lamson,of  thcGovenK^r- 
(iencrars  I-oot  Guards,  the  fift\-  men  left  Canada,  on 
May  1st.  on  the  SS.  Wvicoiair,  for  Liverpool.  At 
Liverpool  they  took  train  for  London,  and  embarked 
on  the  transport  Assnu:  Lord  Strathcona  went  down 
to  bid  them  farewell,  and  was  most  enthusiastically 
cheered  by  the  men. 

With  no  more  delay  at  Cape  Town,  Durban,  and 
l'ietermarit/.bur<f  than  was  unavoidable,  the  draft  was 
sent  on  to  Newcastle,  and  be^'an  a  six  days'  march  to 
Standerton  as  escort  to  a  convoy.     Tlure  was  just 
eiioui^h  dan^^er  to  kee[)  them  alert  and  observant,  but 
no   conflict    .)ccurred.     At  Standerton  they   learned 
that    the    Strathconas  were    man\-  miles  ahead,  and 
the>  were  temporaril\-  attached  to  the  South   African 
Li^dit  Horse.     A  few  days  later  they  came  under  fire. 
To^'ether  with  150  of  the  Lij^ht  Horse  they  were  on 
patrol  dut\-.  when  scouts  discovered  the  enemy.     The 
plan  of  attack  adoi)ted  was  that  (  aptain  .\tlamsoii  and 
his  men  should  advance  to  the  front  and  cn-^Mj^'e  the 
Hoers.and  then  retire  and  draw  the  enemy  after  them, 
while  the  troop  of  Li^dit    Horse  divided   as  flankin;^ 
l)arties      Hut    the    Hoers    heL,^^^    to    retire    after    the 
Strathconas  had  fired  a  few  shots,  and  the  Canadians 
followed  them  up  so  fast  that  they  <iot  completely  out 
of  touch  with  their  supports,  and.  mistakiiii^  parties  of 
Hoers  for  the   Li^^'it   Horse,  were  nearly  ^urrounded  ; 
but  a  b-.ld  dash  broui;ht  liiem  out  safely  v.ith  a  loss 
of  two  trooi)ers  captured.    Several  horses  were  struck, 
and  it  was  only  berause  their  horses  had  been  killed 
that  the    two    nun   were    captured.      Ihree    troo|)ers 
were  wounded 
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In  ;ill  that  hard  campaij,Mi  up  to  and  through  the 
Lvdcnburt:  district  the  Strathcoiias  scouted  and 
slsirinished,  and  occasionally  enj,M^i,'ed  in  stubborn 
fii^htiui^.  They  earned  a  name  for  dash  and  enter- 
prise, and  for  an  atjgrcssiveness  which  made  them 
work  ever  toward  the  enem\-.  They  could  locate  the 
enemy,  but  they  had  no  disfjosition  to  return  with  the 
news,  for  they  were  fighters  and  not  only  intelligence 
men.  Their  casualties  were  many,  but  the  men 
claimed  that  they  made  the  Hoers  pay  six  lives  for 
every  one  they  took.  Nor  was  their  record  unmarked 
by  deeds  of  that  kind  for  which  the  Victoria  Cross  is 
bestowed.  .\t  W'olve  Spruit  on  .\ugust  5th  Sergeant 
Richardson  earned  that  coveted  honour  when  he 
rode  back  under  a  heavy  cross-fire  to  within  300 
yards  of  the  enemy  and  rescued  a  trooper  who  had 
been  twice  wounded,  and  whose  horse  had  been  shot. 
Not  only  did  the  Strathconas  "stay  with  their  horses," 
as  Lieut.-C'ol.  Steele  sai«l  they  w<nikl  d<»,  but  they 
stayed  with  General  Huller's  tried  regiments,  and  they 
stayed  with  the  enemy. 
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Willi. I     l.onj     Kohorls    hiiltcd    at    Hlocmfontcin    to 
iibtain  siippiics  and  oii^anisc  his   further  advance,  the 
licers    Iari;el>    recovered    from  their   demoralisation. 
The  scat  of  tlie  l-'ree  State  (iovernineiit  was  estabUshed 
at  Kroonstadt,  \2J  miles  nortii  of  Hloemfontein,  new 
plans  r.f  defence  and   of  otCence   were  adopted,  and 
fresli  life  was  infused  into  the  burghers.     \'er>-  manv 
had  L;i\en  up  their  arms  and  had   sworn   not  to  take 
the  field  a,i;ain.  but  the  disp(>sition  to  surrender  ^^ave 
place  to  a  renewed   fii.;htin;4  spirit,  and  columns  sent 
out  to  scatter  l.ord  Roberts's  proclamation  and  collect 
arms  were  resisted.      Disaster  resulted   in  two  cases. 
Faced  In  su|)erior  numbers  at    Thaba  Nchu,  Colonel 
Mroadwood  retreated  toward  Hlueinfontein.     .\  jjortion 
of  his  force  was  .imbushed  at  Sanna's  I'ost.      I'ollow- 
ini;    up    their    ad\.intaLM.-    the     Hoers    occupied    the 
Waterworks,   from   which    lUoemfotitein    received    its 
supplv,  and    the    town    and    i4arris(.n    were   rendered 
deijendent   i>n  the  local  wells.      In  the  south  a  small 
British   force  was    captured   at    kl•lldersburi,^  alter   a 
i4allant   but   futile  resistance. 

I'roin    Thaba    Nchu   the    Moers    swept    southw.n-d. 
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occupying'  I.cciuv   Kop  and  Dcwctsdorp.  and  finally 
bcsie-iini;  Colonel   Dal^^cty  at  Wcpcner.     They  were 
thus  in  control  of  the  eastern  strip  of  the  Free  State 
almost  down  to  the  borders  of  Cajje  Colony,  as  well  as 
of  the  countr\-  north  of  liloemfontein.    To  remove  the 
menace  to  his  line  of  communications  with  the  south, 
to  relieve  the  j^arrison  at  WeiJencr,  and  in  lieneral  to 
clear  his  flank  in  preparation  f«)r  his  advance.  Lord 
Roberts,  about   the  middle  of  April,  be<;an   to  take 
eiH-r^'ctic  measures.     General  Hrabant  was  at  Aliwal 
North,    in    Cape    Colony,   due    south    of    Wepener. 
He  was  ordered  to  advance,  and.  j(jinin^' hands  with 
Ceneral   Cherinside.  under  whom  the  3rd  Division  of 
Infantry  was  mobilised  at  Sprini^'fontein.  in  the  Free 
States,  hurried  forward  to  the  relief  of  Wepener.     At 
l-.denburt,'.  about  half-way  between  IMoemfontein  and 
Sprin-fontein.  the  Sth   Division  was  mobilised  under 
General  Kundle  anrl  sent  north-east  to  threaten  the 
rear  of  the  Hoers  at  Wepener.  and  if  p<.ssible  cut  n{{ 
their  retreat.     lU-t  General    Rundle  was  checked  at 
Dewetsdor]).      To  ai.l  him  and  enable  the  movement 
to  be  carried  out.  Lord   Roberts    despatched    south- 
east  from     Hloemfontein    the     nth    Division  under 
(ieneral    INjIc  Carew    antl    two    brigades    of  cavalry 
under  General  !•  rench.    The  first  work  of  this  column 
u.isto  dislod-e   the    Hoers  at   Leeuw   Kop.     U  was 
here  that     U  Scpiadron    of    the    Canadian    Mounted 
Kitles  first  caine  under  fire. 

Ihe  .  heck>  thus  inflicted  on  the  Hritish  ^avc  the 
Uuer.  ttme  to  effect  a  safe  retreat  fn.in  Wepener. 
The  onlv  chance  of  cutting  them  off  then  lay  in  send- 
ing .1  column  to  f.>rce    the   positions  around  Thaba 
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Nclui.  and  push  acruss  country  until  it  blocked  the 
road  to  l,ad\  brand.  Kvcn  if  this  column  were  not 
able  to  head  off  the  retreating  lioers.  it  could,  by 
drivini;  the  enein>  from  Thaba  Nchu.  turn  the  left 
flank  of  the  main  army  which  was  opposint^  Lord 
Roberts's  advance  toward  Pretoria.  In  an)' case  it 
wa-'  necessar\-  to  clear  the  hills  around  Thaba  Nchu, 
and  the  lyth  liriu;ade,  in  which  the  Canadian  Infantry 
had  been  since  leaving,  (iraspan,  together  with 
Mounted  Infantry  under  Colonel  Hroadwood  and  some 
artillery,  was  sent  to  clear  them,  (ieneral  I'"rench 
hurried  back  from  the  south  to  join  them,  and  another 
brigade  was  sent  ai^ainst  W'aterval,  some  miles  to  the 
north,  to  co-operate.  The  command  of  the  operations 
was  given  t(j  (ieneral  Ian  Hamilton. 

On  two  previous  occasions  since  reaching  Hloem- 
fontein  the  (  anadian  Infantr\had  marched  out  in  the 
same  din-ction.  On  .March  31st  they  went  with  their 
l)ivi>ion  as  far  as  Hoesman's  Kop  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  Colonel  Hroadwo()d  from  Thaba  Nchu,  but  the 
enemy  .ivoided  an  engagement,  and  on  .\|)ril  3rd 
they  returned  to  Hloemfonteiii.  On  April  4th  the  19th 
Brigade  had  been  sent  to  Kietfontein.  twelve  miles 
out.  .\gain  the  enemy  avoided  them,  and  on  .April 
5th  the\  returned.  On  .\pril  Jist  the  19th  Brigade 
was  sent  to  Springfield,  eight  miles  from  Hloem- 
fiiiitein,  to  take  the  jilace  of  the  iSth  Hrigade,  which 
was  to  fornj  part  of  (Ieneral  l*ole-C!arew's  Division,  on 
its  way  south  ;  and  two  days  later  began  the  move- 
ment against   Thaba  Nchu. 

On  .\pril  23rd,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  they 
sci  out,  and   that   night   bivouacked   at    Klip    Kr.ial. 
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Colonel  Ikoaclwood  had  reached  the  Waterworks, 
but  fiiuhiiL;  the  t)o-;itioii  commanded  bv  one  of  the 
enemy's  ^ims  'i  f.iUen  back  a.ijjain.  to  wait  for  the 
main  coUnnn.  In  the  morning  the  Waterworks  was 
occupied  with  comparatively  slight  resistance,  and 
the  force  moved  on  without  delay,  drove  the  l^oers 
across  the  Modder  River,  and  occupied  Mameina 
Kop. 

So  far  the  lioers  had  been  content  to  retreat  after 
firini4  -i    f<-'"'    >^b'"l^;  but   on   tlie    Jith   the)'   made  a 
stand    at    Yster    Nek.      With     the    Canadians     as 
advanced  <fuar<l,  the    Hrit^ade  at   two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  arrived  opposite  their  stroni;  position    on 
tw(j  hills.      Ihe  plan  of  attack  adopted  was  that  the 
Canadians  should  advance  straii;ht  against  the  hills, 
while  tJK'  rest  of  the    lirigade  e.xecuted    a   turning 
movement    to    the   left    and    the    Mounted    lnfantr\- 
worked  around  both  flanks.     It  was  not  the  intention 
that  theCanadians  should  storm  the  hills  if  they  were 
strongly  opposed,  but   the\    were   assigned  the   ex- 
tremely important  work  of  liolding  the  enemy  while 
the  other  movements  were    l)eing  carried   out.      .\s 
♦he\-  mo\ed  off  under  tiie  fire  of  the  artillerj-  (ieneral 
Hamilton    e.xpres  ;ed   to    (ieneral    Smith-Dorien    his 
an.\iet\-   lest    the\'   might  fail   to  follow  out  their   in- 
^tructioii^,  and   the   latter  answered   that   he  had  \'et 
to  ask  the  Canadians  to  do  an)  thing  which  the)'  did 
not   do   properl)'.       I'hey  advanci-d    steadil)'  for  an 
hour,  so  steadily  as  to  win  the  uiu|ualified  praise  of 
the    Imperial   officiM'>   who   watched  them.      \\\-  that 
time  the  left   of  the  line   had   reached    an    e.xposed 
position  where  the  eiieni)' had   the  exact   range,     To 
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remain  there  or  to  advance  would  prove  costly,  and 
the  instructions  were  to  avoid  unnecessary  loss.     So 
the    coinjjany  officers    ordered    their    men    to   with- 
draw by  twos  and  threes  to  a  sheltered  position  fifty 
yards  in  the  rear.     The  difficulty  of  making,'  men  ten 
paces  ai)art  understand  what  was  wanted  resulted  in 
a  temporary  unsteadiness   in   the  line— perhaps   the 
only   case   of  the    kind    reporteil    of  the    Hattalion. 
Lieut.-Col.  Otter  and  .Adjutant  ()j;ilvy  went  forward 
and    took    chart^e   of    the    line   at    that    point,    and 
Lieut.-C"ol.    Otter,    who    always    fearlessly    exposed 
himself,  was  wounded  in  the  throat.     The  unsteadi- 
ness lasted  but  a  few  minutes  and  had  no  effect  on 
the    operations.      On    the    rit^ht.    Captain     Hurstall 
of   \\  ComiJany   had,    in    the    meantime,   discovered 
a  donga  which  offered  shelter  up    to    within    a    few 
huntlred    yards    of    the    extreme    left   of  the    lioer 
position.     He  was  j;iven  permission  to  advance,  with 
1)  Company  in  support.     He  did  so,  and,  when  dis- 
covered, ordered   a  charge,  befon:  which   the   Hoers 
fled.     With  their  left  flank  turned  by  the  Canadians 
and  their  right  by  the  rest  of  the  Hrigade,  the  lioers 
deserted   their  whole  position  and  retired   in   h  iste. 
It  was  by  this  battle  of  Vster   Nek   that    Tliaba 
Nchu  was  won.     Private  iJefoe  of  11  Company  was 
killed    M<\.    lx.-sides   l.ieut.-Col.  Otter,    two    privates 
were  wounded.     Maji>r  liuchan  took  command  of  the 
regiment,  and   I.ieut.-Col.  Otter  was  ordered  to  the 
hospital   at    Hloemfontein.      Before  he    left    (ieneral 
Smith-Dorien  expressed  to  him  his  appreciation   of 
the  ct)nduct  of  the  regiment,  which  liad  carried  out 
his  wishes  exactlj-. 
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The  \illa.L;c  of  Thiiba  Ncliii  u.is  entered  the 
following;  (lay,  l)iit  it  luok  two  (laj's  (jf  liard  fighting 
to  caj)turc  I'alja  Mountain  and  finall)-  ch's[)ei'se  the 
Uners  from  the  nei;^lil)ourhoiKl.  This  battle  of  I  lout 
Nek  be!j[an  on  April  lOth  and  was  not  concluded 
until  the  ni^^Iit  of  Ma\-  1st.  The  brunt  was  borne  by 
the  (jordons,  the  Shropshires,  and  the  Canadians.  It 
was  the  most  stubborn  fi^ht  the  Hrigade  had  between 
i'aardebert;  and  the-  \'aal.  In  the  opening  stages  the 
Canadians  were  for  the  first  time  in  their  experience 
exposed  to  a  heavy  and  accurate  shell  fire,  and  only 
the  fact  that  few  of  the  shells  e.xpioded  saved  the 
Hatt;!''on  from  serious  loss.  Of  the  work  on  the  first 
da\-  Major  lUichan  reported  :  "  On  a])proaching 
Thaba  Nchu  .Mountain,  which  is  300  or  400  feet 
high,  all  the  companies  had  to  pass  through  a  /.one 
of  about  Ctoo  yards  wide,  which  was  swept  by  a  direct 
enfilading  shell  fire  from  a  large  Hoer  gun,  about 
three  (juarters  of  a  mile  from  our  right,  as  well  as  a 
rifle  (ne  from  the  moiu)tain  to  our  front.  This  was 
a  ver\  trying  experience.  It  was  in  the  advance  of 
I)  Companv  across  this  zone  that  Private  Cotton 
;of  Ott.iua  was  killed.  The  >hell  fire  swept  the  face 
of  the  moimtain  we  had  t(j  climb,  but  the  nature  of 
the  groimd  there  gave  opportimity  for  cover  the 
plain  had  not  affitrded.  The  rifle  fire  kept  up  till 
late  in  the  m'ght,  and  finally  all  settled  down  to  pas.s 
the  night  as  best  we  could,  without  food,  water, 
blaidvels,  or  coats,  in  the  bitter  cold.  We  lay  with 
magazines  chargi-d  and  bayonets  fi.xed,  waiting  for 
morning." 

The  (  anadians  were  mi  the  left,  the  .Shropshires  in 
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the  centre,  and  the  (Jonlons  on  the  ri^ht.  and  their 
attack  was  (hrected  ai^^iinst  tlie  western  end  of  Taba 
Mountain,  whicli  was  hekl  by  the  extreme  rii,dit  of 
the  Holm-  line.  The  position  trained  on  the  ^otli  and 
held  throii-hoiit  die  in";<ht  was  the  first  of  three 
ridjjfes,  and  on  .Ma>-  1st  the  two  rcniainin.i;  ones  .  _  e 
occupied  after  some  hours  of  stead\'  but  uneventful 
fiiilitiuL;.  It  had  bjcn  a  careful  but  irresistible  ad- 
vance. H  Coinpan)-  of  the  Canadians  was  more  often 
in  an  exposed  p(jsition  than  any  other  part  of  the 
Hattalion,  and  perhaps  than  any  other  part  of  the 
liri^ijade,  and  was  the  first  t<.  reach  the  crest  of  the 
mountain.  The  Canadian  casualties  durini;  the  da\ 
were  six  wounded.  Private  Rorison,  one  of  the 
number,  xolunteered  to  expUjre  an  eminence  which 
commanded  part  of  the  British  line,  and  was  wounded 
while  performin<,r  this  work. 

.As  the  Mounted  Infanhy  had  held  the  enemy  alont; 
the  rid;4es  to  the  east  and  i)revented  a  threatened 
enveloiMTient  from  that  direction,  the  i;ainin<f  of  the 
crest  of  the  mountain  by  the  19th  Unmade  decided 
the  issue,  and   the  enemy  withdrew  to  the  east. 

Phe  column  was  now  thirt\-five  miles  east  of 
Hloemfontein,  but  was  still  thirt\-seven  miles  from 
Ladybrand.  Kven  with  the  co-operation  of  (ieneral 
I-Vench  tiiere  was  no  chance  of  reaching  the  latter 
place  in  time  to  intercept  the  Hoers  from  Wepener. 
It  had.  however,  broken  throuj^h  the  Hoer  lines  and 
had  prepared  the  wa\-  for  Lord  Roberts's  advance, 
which  at  once  be^Mii.  Leaving;  the  Hoers  in  the  east 
to  be  attended  to  by  the  forces  under  (ieneral  lira- 
bant.  General  Chcnnside.  and  General   Rundle.  Lord 
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Roberts  moved  his  main  eolumn  north  aloni;  the  Une 
of   raihvay,    and    sent    General    Hamilton's    column, 
which  was  made  uj)  to  a  full  division  b>-  the  addition 
of  the  Jist   Hrijrarle.  directly  north  from  its  position 
at  Thaba  Xchu,  toward  Winburcj.     This  column  was 
officially  known    as   the  Winbiut,^  column.     Knteric 
fever  had  committed  its  ravages  amoUL;  the  Canadian 
Infantry,  as  it  had  among  the  other  regiments  camped 
at  Hloemfontein,  and    through    fever  and   casualties 
their  ranks  were  then  reduced  to  less  than  half  their 
original   strength.     The  draft  of  one  hundred    men 
sent  out  on  the  Mili^'uiikiy  with  the  Strathconas  had 
not  yet  joined  them.     It  had  arriver!  at  Hloemfontein 
just  after  they  started  for  Thaba  Xchu,  and  was  then 
following  them.     But  though  small  in  numbers  the 
Hattalion  was  in  condition  to  endure  any  hardships, 
and  was  in  e.vcellent  spirits. 

The  19th  Brigade  had  already  won  a  splendid 
name  for  itself  for  its  hard  and  consistently  good 
work,  and  it  was  now  to  be  called  upon,  as  part  of 
General  Ian  Hamilton's  Division,  to  do  more  march- 
ing and  fighting  than  any  other  infantry  in  Lord 
Roberts's  arm)'  (jn  the  road  to  Pretoria.  The  main 
body  of  the  army  marched  three  hundred  miles  and 
fought  in  six  engagements,  while  General  Hamil- 
ton's Division  marched  four  hundred  miles  and 
was  engaged  twent\--eight  times.  Then,  too,  they 
had  left  Hloeinfontein  before  the  winter  clothing 
was  issued,  and  were  in  other  respects,  also,  less 
comfortabl}-  equipped  than  the  rest  of  the  army.  In 
military  annals  tlie  record  of  this  Brigade  will  always 
be  mentioned  with  respect ;  and  that  the  Canadians 
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marched  as  far  ami  as  fast  as  aiiv  rctfimciit  in  the 
HriLjadc.  and  carried  out  tlieir  part  in  every  fi^ht.  is 
the  hi^Iiest  testimony  to  their  soUh'erl)-  ([uaUties. 
l'"or  the  fntnre  it  will  be  encni^di  to  say  of  ("anarlian 
lnfantr>-  that  the\-  have  stood  the  test  put  ui)on 
the  19th  Hril,^-lde  of  the  South   African  I-"ield  l^'orce. 

.\t  Pretoria  (ieiieral  Smith-Dorien  issued  the 
followiiiLj  order:  "The  19th  Brii^ade  has  achieved 
a  record  of  which  an\-  infantry  mii^ht  be  proud. 
Since  the  dale  it  was  formed,  name!\-,  the  uth  of 
Februar)-,  it  has  marched  620  miles,  often  on  half 
rations  and  seldom  on  full.  It  has  taken  part  in  the 
ca])ture  of  ten  towns,  fou;4ht  in  ten  ,t;enera!  actions, 
and  on  twenty-seven  other  da\s.  In  one  period  of 
thirtv  da\s  it  fouLdit  on  twentv-one  (>{  them,  and 
marched  337  miles.  The  casualties  have  beei  be- 
tween   four  and   five  hundred,  and  defeats  ////." 

While  the  Canadian  Infantry  in  the  Winbur^' 
column  formed  the  extreme  riijht  of  Lord  Roberts's 
army,  the  Canadian  l\Iounte<l  Rifles  in  (}eneral 
llutton's  Brigade  formed  the  advanced  Ljuard  and 
the  left  nankiivj;  force,  (ieneral  llutton's  Hri^tijade 
in  (ieneral  I'rench's  Division  was  composed  of 
Colonial  Mounted  Rifles,  and  their  business  was  to 
scout  in  advance  of  the  arm\',  and,  when  the  enemy 
was  located  and  the  main  column  had  arrived,  to 
turn  their  riL;ht  flank  and  endeavour  to  ^et  m  their 
rear  and  cut  them  off.  They  were  nearly  always 
from  ten  to  thirty  miles  west  of  the  railway,  alon<; 
the  line  of  which  the  main  army  moved,  whereas  the 
Canadian  Infantry  were  i;enerally  an  etpial  or  greater 
distance  to  the  east  of  the  railwa\-.     Hut  in  the  fiyht 
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at  th(;  Zand  River  (General  Hamilton's  Division 
joined  General  French's  in  forcing  a  passa<;e  directly 
ahead  of  the  main  army.  On  other  occasions  also, 
as  at  Kroonstadt  and  at  the  Vaal  River,  the  different 
|),irts  of  the  army  converged  upon  one  point. 

It  was  on  May  1st  the  main  advance  began. 
\\  Stjuadron  f)f  the  Mounted  Rifles  Jiad  just  returned 
to  Hloemfontein  from  its  trip  south  with  (ienera! 
I'"rench,  and  .\  and  C  Squadrons  were  in  camp. 
D  .Sijuadron,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  gone 
the  whole  distance  to  Kenhardt,  whereas  C  Squadron 
and  the  Batteries  had  turned  back  from  \'an  Wj  k's 
Viei,  was  still  a  ^{i\\  hours'  march  short  of  Hloem- 
fontein. It,  however,  followed  on,  and  soon  caught 
up  to  the  regiment. 

Of  the  work  of  the  Mounted  Rifles  it  need  only  be 
said  that  it  was  several  times  specially  commended. 
One  notable  fact  was  that,  although  almost  constantly 
engaged  in  skirmishing  and  at  times  in  general 
actions,  they  suffered  very  few  casualties.  There 
must,  of  course,  have  been  something  of  the  nature 
of  luck  about  this  comparative  immunit\-,  but  luck 
will  not  fully  e.\|)lain  it.  The  men  knew  how  to 
take  advantage  of  cover,  and  they  kept  their  distance 
from  each  other.  In  the  work  given  them  they  had 
an  o|)portunity  to  display  the  (lualities  Colonials 
might  be  e.xpected  to  possess,  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  know  that  they  were  not  inferior  to  the  men  of 
the  other  Colonies  in  this  work,  and  that  the  Colomals 
as  a  whole  were  not  inferior  in  essential  ijualities  to 
the  men  of  the  parent  stock. 

The  Mounted  Rifles  had  their  first  engagement  on 
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M;i\    31(1  west  of  Hrandfort.  where  the\-  came  upon 
the    eiiem\-    o^cup)  iiiii    some    kopjes.      The>-    were 
ordered   to  clear  these,  and   did   s(>  throuijh  a  very 
heavx-  fire.     One  man  was  wounfled  and  four  horses 
were  hit.     Xe.xt  day  the>-  were  aj^ain  en<,ra;4ed,  and 
on   May  5th  they  cainc  up  with  the  enemy  a;4ain  at 
\'et  River.     Here  the  men  were  exposed  to  a  heavy 
shell  fire  as  well  as  rifle  fire,  and  a  dee])  -(jr^'c  throu<,di 
which  the  river  runs  had   to  be  passed.      Mr.  Ewan, 
correspondent  of  the  Toronto  (iM>i\  with  the  second 
contint^ent,  thus  describes  the  action  :  "  It  had  been 
prophesied    that    the   enemy    would    i)ut    up   a    stiff 
opposition  to  the  crossin^r  <,f  this  ut,dy  k'"""^'^"-  '^'i^^  "" 
the  whole  the\-  did   show  a  bolder   front   than   they 
had    \et   done  on    their   northward    retreat.      Major 
I'orester,  with  A  S(iuadron,  was  assi-iied  the  task  of 
escorting;   the   t;uns.      H    Stiuadron   was    ordered    to 
feel    the   enemy,  draw  his   fire,  and    cn<;age   him    if 
necessar>-.       A    throve    of    low    trees    afforded    them 
excellent  shelter  f  .r  performing  this  operation.     The 
Imperial    Mounted    Infantry  led   the  way  down   the 
steep    bank.-    of    the    river,    and    Colonel    Alderson 
ordered    U   Squadron   to   follow   dismounted.      They 
found  no  Hoers  on  that  side,  whereupon  Lieutenants 
r,(.rden  and   Turner,  with  five  of  their  men,  offered  to 
swim  across,  the  river  at  that  point  being  unfordable. 
Tliey  discovered  a  kraal  with  about  forty  Hoers  inside, 
who  thought  the  deei)  river  was  a  perfect  protection 
for    them.       The    seven   adventurous   fellows  opened 
fire    from    a    place  of  concealment,  and    the    Hoers, 
utterl>-  surprised,  fled  precipitatels ,  taking  refuge  in 
a  neighb(.uring   kopje.      This   plucky  enterprise  has 
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been  much  spoken  of,  and  earned  for  the  seven  the 
distinction  of  bein<f  the  first  British  troops  to  cross 
the  Vet  River.  H  Squadron  subsequently  found  a 
ford  further  down  the  river,  crossed  over,  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  vicinity."  Lord  Roberts,  in 
General  Orders,  complimented  the  men  on  their 
ffallant  behaviour. 

It  was  on  this  same  da>-  (May  5th  1  that  the  19th 
Jiriijade  reached  W'inburg,  due  east  of  the  jjosition 
then  occupied  by  General  Ilutton's  Hri.L;ade.  A 
summary  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  19'h 
Brigade  since  leavinj.^  Hloemfontein  is  containefl  in 
the  order  issued  by  (leneral  Hamilton  on  the  day 
Winburj^  was  occupied.  The  Canadians  were  with 
the  portion  of  the  column  which  did  the  (greatest 
amount  of  work.  The  order  is  as  follows  :  "  Durinjj 
the  past  thirteen  days  a  portion  of  the  W'inbur^  column 
has  marched  over  100  miles,  fightin;^  the  enemy  on 
nine  separate  occasions  and  capturin;^  two  important 
towns.  The  other  portion  of  this  column  has  borne 
at  least  its  full  share  in  the  very  successful  operations 
which  have  f(jllowed  upon  the  battle  of  Il(jut  Nek. 
The  General  Officer  Commandin;^  cannot,  therefore, 
but  feel  that  his  column  deserves,  not  only  the  praises 
of  the  I«"ield-Marshal  Commanding-in-Chief,  but  also 
a  day  or  two's  comparative  rest. 

"  In  the  messa<^e,  however,  in  which  Lord  Roberts 
e.xuresses  his  high  appreciation  of  the  successes  we 
h.'ive  achieved,  he  directs  us  not  to  slacken  our  efforts 
for  several  days  to  come.  The  enem\-  is  hurr\ing 
northwards  t(j  concentrate,  and  it  is  nothing  less  than 
of  national  importance  that  his    niovemenls  should 
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be  impeded  and  his  guns  and  convoys,  if  possible, 
captured.  Thanks  to  the  i;ood  work  which  has 
already  been  accomplished,  this  column  now  finds 
itself  better  placed  to  carry  out  the  iMcld-Marshal's 
wish  than  any  other  portion  of  the  troops  under  his 
command.  The  opportunity  is  a  ^reat  one.  and 
(icneral  Ian  Hamilton  appeals  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Winbur^^  column  to  make  the  very  best 
of  it,  rc<iardless  of  fatigues  and  privations  which  will 
probabl)-  have  to  be  undergone  before  success  is 
secured." 

At  Winburg  the  infantry  draft  sent  out  from 
Canada  caught  up  with  the  Battalion.  The\-  had 
made  forced  marches,  and,  as  they  were  still  un- 
seasoned, the  work  had  been  found  severe.  A  few 
had  dropped  out,  but  they  brought  an  increase  in 
strength  to  the  Battalions  of  3  officers  and  94 
men.  On  the  wings  the  Canadians  were  with  the 
lighter  and  more  rapidly  moving  forces.  In  the 
centre  the  main  column,  with  which  Lord  Roberts 
travelled,  performed  the  work  of  a  main  column  and 
swept  steadily  and  splendidly  onward.  JUit  the  cam- 
p.iign  was  at  this  stage  still  more  comprehensive. 
North  of  Kimberley  General  Hunter  had  crossed  the 
Vaal,  turning  the  Boer  lines  in  the  far  west  and  leaving 
an  opening  for  Colonel  Mahon  to  dash  northward  to 
Mafeking  ;  Lord  Melhuen  was  marching  from  the 
same  (|uarter  eastward  toward  Kroonstadt ;  and  in 
Natal  (icneral  IkiUer  was  preparing  to  force  the 
Biggarsberg  range,  in  order  to  kee|)  pace  with  Lord 
Roberts. 

I'rom  the  Vet   River  Captain   Macdonnell,  of  the 
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Canadian  Monntetl  Rifles,  with  two  truops  from  C 
Squadron,  two  troops  from  D  Squadron,  and  one  troop 
of  Australians,  with  an  en,i;ineer,  was  sent  on  ahead 
by  night  to  slip  through  the  enemy's  lines  and  blow 
up  a  culvert  north  if  Smaldeel  Junction  with  the 
object  of  ]jre\enting  the  removal  of  rolling  stock. 
They  succeeded  in  blowing  up  the  culvert  and  had 
begun  their  return,  when  Captain  Macdonnell  dis- 
covered that  the  engineer  had  not  cut  the  telegraph 
wires.  As  it  was  part  (jf  the  instructions  that  these 
should  be  cut,  he  returned  alone  with  a  Kaffir  guide 
and  cut  them,  and  ne.\t  day  rejoined  his  corps.  The 
action  came  in  for  special  mention  in  the  General's 
report. 

On  May  6th  General  French's  Division  started 
north-east  from  the  V'et  River,  and  (ieneral  Hamil- 
ton's Division  north  from  Winburg.  They  drew 
together  toward  a  point  on  the  Zand  River  ahead 
of  Lord  Roberts's  main  army,  and  to  these  two 
Divisions  was  given  the  work  of  forcing  a  passage 
of  the  river. 

lioth  Canadian  regiments  were  engaged  in  this  action 
at  Zand  River  on  May  loth,  the  Mounted  Rifles  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  Ikitish  lines  and  the  Infantry  on 
the  extreme  right.  There  was  some  sharp  fighting 
for  both.  The  Infantry  were,  however,  much  more 
strongly  oppo.sed  than  the  Mounted  Rifles.  When 
they  reached  the  top  ()f  a  rise  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  river  they  were  met  b)'  a  very  heavy  fire. 
Captain  liurstall,  with  one  half  of  H  Company,  was 
sent  forward  to  scout  and  feel  the  way.  He  suc- 
ceeded  in  getting  to  within  250  yards  (jf  the  river- 
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b;ink,  when  he  was  forced  to  stf)i)  by  the  hcav>-  fire, 
and  the  remaining  half  of  the  Company  and  also 
1)  Company,  under  Lieutenant  Lawless,  were  sent 
to  reinforce  him  and  prolontj  his  line.  The  fire  of 
the  eneni)'  steadily  increased  in  stren<i;th.  and  ^L'ljor 
Huchan  reports  that  it  was  only  by  the  splendid 
])Uick  and  determination  of  the  100  men  in  the  firing- 
line  that  tile  position  was  held  during  the  afternoon. 
The  Canadians  at  this  i)oint  were  unsupported  by 
an>-  other  regiment,  or  even  b>-  any  guiis.  for  the  rest 
of  the  ikigade  had  gone  to  the  left  to  assist  the 
2 1  St  Brigade  in  the  main  attack.  Later,  however. 
Major  Huchan  asked  for  the  assistance  of  guns,  and 
when  they  arrived  the  Canadians  occupieil  the  drift 
and  the  enemy  retreated.  The  (i.O.C.  informed 
Major  Kuchan  that  he  had  been  opjx.scd  throughout 
the  day  b\-  Soo  Hocrs.  Hoth  Captain  Hurstall  and 
Lieutenant  Lawless  were  rejjorted  for  their  gallant 
and  (Ki  rmined  conduct.  The  casualties  were  light, 
consistmg  of  I'rivate  l"'lo\(l  of  H  Company  killed  and 
three  wounded.  One  of  the  Canadian  newspaper 
correspondents,  Mr.  .Stanley  McKeown  Hrown.  of  the 
Toronto  MitiV  dini  l-.inpiir.  was  wounded  in  this  fight 
while  close  to  the  firing-line  watching  the  progress 
of  events  in  the  interests  of  his  paper. 

iM-om  the  /and  River  the  .Mounted  Rifles  skirte<l 
to  the  west,  while  the  Infantrv  marched  straight  on 
Kroonstadt.  where  both  forces  arrived  on  the  i.nh. 
.\  S(|uadron,  with  the  17th  Lancers,  were  the  first 
British  troops  to  enter  Kroonstadt,  which  the\-  did 
from  the  north;  and  it  was  a  few  hours  later  tiiat 
the   British   Infantry  entered    from   the   south.     The 
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Mounted  Rifles  had  been  ensat,^ed  for  a  week,  and 
yet  not  one  man  had  been  killed  and  but  five 
wounded. 

Kroonstadt  is    127  miles  b\    rail\va\-  from   Hloem- 
fontein,  and  it  had  been  reached  .md  occupied  withn 
twelve   da\s.      When   its   fall   became  inevitable  the 
heacKiuarters    of    the    l->ee    State    (}overnment    was 
a;4ai;:  moved,  this  time  to  l.indle,v.  about  forty  miles 
east   of  Kroonstadt.      It  would   not  do  to   leave  the 
nominal  seat  of  (iovernmcnt  behind  him  as  a  rallvins^- 
point  for  the  enemy,  and  Lord   Roberts  accordin^dy 
despatched  (k-neral  Hamilton's  Division  on  May  15th 
to  chase  the  would-be  (iovermnent  still  farther  afield. 
This  meant  extra  marchinij  and  fit^htini^  for  a  force 
that  had  already  d<»ne  much  more  than  the  rest  of 
the   Infantry,  but   the  men  carried  thnuit^h  all  that 
was  asked  of  them,  and  added  one  more  to  their 
list  of  capturetl  towns.     Nor  were  all  the  Canadiiin 
Mounted   Rifles  allowed  to  rest  in  camj)  until   Lord 
Roberts  was  ready  to  march  from   Kroonstadt.     On 
May  i;th  they  furnished  one  h.ilf  of  a  force  of  200 
men  who  set  out  on   an  ex|)edition  to  attemjjt  the 
cajjture  of  some  Hoer  leaders,  said  to  be  at  a  farm 
about  forty  miles  to  the  north-west  of  Kroonstadt. 
The  little  force  started  at  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  before  off-saddling'  had  covered  sixty  miles 
in  seventeen  hours,  and  had  captured  one  Hoer  com- 
mandant, nine  Ji^hannesbur^'  police,  and  twenty  other 
prisoners.      They   reached  camp  a;4ain  on  the    19th 
without   loss  and   were  warmly  coiiL;ratul.ited, 

Of  the   other    Canadian    detacliments    C    Battery 
was  then  in  Mafcking,  l*:  Mattery  was  fightiny  with 
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Sir  Charles  Warren  at  Douglas,  D  liattery  was  on 
the  hne  of  communications  in  Cape  Colony,  and  the 
Strathcnnas  were  at  Cape  Town. 

I'roin  Lindley  General  Hamilton  marched  north  to 
I  leilbroii,  still  east  of  the  line  of  railway,  and  with 
the  Canadians  as  the  leading  battalion  entered  that 
place  on  the  22m\.  The  next  morning  the  column 
started  again,  inclining  toward  the  raiUvaw  and  on 
Ma\-  24th  had  formed  a  junction  with  Lord  Roberts's 
main  column.  They  were  then  thirty  miles  south  of 
the  Vaal. 

It  was  the  (Jueen's  birthday.  "  l"ew  there  were 
who  knew  it  during  the  l(jng  and  weary  day."  wrote 
Mr.  \\ .  Richmond  Smith,  of  the  Montreal  Star, 
"  for  one  loses  track  not  only  of  the  day  of  the 
month,  but  of  the  da\  of  the  week  also,  on  these 
interminable  treks.  The  horses  had  been  outspanned 
and  watered,  and  the  men  had  built  their  little  wind 
shelters  of  blankets,  when  darkness  closed  in  about 
us.  Soon  the  veldt  was  dotted  with  a  thousand 
cami)-fires,  as  the  men  cooked  their  small  ration 
of  flour  into  what  is  known  as  '  che|)att\s,'  a  sort 
of  griddle  cake,  made  of  flour  and  water.  Suddenly, 
awa\'  off  in  the  east,  through  the  intense  darkness  of 
the  night,  came  the  w^.-ll-know  n  strains  of  the  National 
.\nthem.  It  was  the  little  band  of  Canadians  who 
were  the  first  to  recognise  that  the  day  which  was  so 
nearly  gone  was  the  anni\ersar\  of  the  birth  of  the 
Oueen  for  whom  they  we"e  fighting.  Ihe  effect  was 
marvellous.  In  a  few  seconds  the  welkin  rang  with 
cheers,  f  >llo\\ed  by  fifteen  thousand  soldiers  singing 
"(jod  Save  the  Oueen."     A    new    suppl)    of  fence- 
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posts  and  the  interior  wood  finishintr  of  near-by 
liouses  was  added  to  the  httle  camp-fires,  and  the 
heavens  soon  reflected  the  i^lare  of  a  thousand 
bonfires.  This  was  Tommx's  tribute  to  his  Queen. 
It  seems  a  little  \.\\\\y^  to  kindle  a  bonfire  to  celebrate 
sucli  an  event,  but  tiie  scarcity  of  wood  in  this  country 
is  one  i>f  the  i^^reatest  hardships  the  soldier  has  to 
endure.  The  veldt  for  mile  ;'fter  mile  is  absolutel\- 
bare  of  anxthintj  in  the  sliapi  of  timber  or  trees. 
1  have  hundreds  of  tiines  seen  soldiers  carrsinjj  a 
heav\-  fence-post,  dut;  up  after  hours  of  work,  for 
miles  at  the  end  of  a  Ioul;  day's  forced  marchin;^, 
in  order  to  provide  fuel  enout^h  to  cook  the  scant}' 
evening  meal.  Iherefore  the  kindlint;  of  a  thousaiul 
bonfires  to  celebrate  the  natal  <lay  of  Her  Majesty 
meant  that,  after  his  lont;  day's  work,  the  soldier  had 
carried  an  additional  supply  of  firewood  for  miles 
upon  his  shoulders.  No  i^reater  evidence  of  his 
loxalty  could  Tommy  t;i\e  than  this;  and  he  ^.sive 
it  cheerfull)  and  without  j^rumblinj,',  as  he  .seldom, 
if  ever,  <locs  when  called  upon  to  do  e.xtra  fatigue. 
It  was  a  scene  no  one  who  saw  it  could  ever  forj.(et, 
this  great  remembrance  by  so  man\'  thousand  brave 
soldiers  of  the  birthday  of  a  Sovereign  whom  all  love 
and  respect.  That  evening  I  saw  men,  lean  and 
hungry-looking  from  scanty  rations,  and  almost 
droi)piiig  w  ith  fatigue  from  long  marching,  voluntarily 
walking  nn'les  and  working  for  hours  to  secure  enough 
wood  with  which  to  kindle  the  bonfire  which  marked 
the  observance  of  the  day." 

()     this  da\  (ieneral  I'Vench  had  crus.scd  the  Vaal 
River  into  the    Transvaal  with  the  advanced  portion 
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of  his  Division.  The  Hoers  had  been  out-manctiivrcd, 
and  no  opposition  was  experienced.  General  1  hitton  s 
Hri-rade  did  not  reach  the  river  until  after  nii;htfall, 
too  late  to  make  the  crossing;  until  the  follo\vin<j 
mornintj.  It  bivouacked  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  The  transport  had  not  been  able  to  keep  up 
over  the  rouj^h  country,  and  the  troops  went  supper- 
less  to  bed.  It  was  on  this  da\'.  also,  that  the 
Strathconas  left  Cape  Town  b\-  ship  for  Natal. 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Ma>-  26th  the 
Canadian  Infantry,  451  stronjj,  the  leading  battalion 
in  General  Hamilton's  Division,  crossed  the  Vaal  and 
cheered  on  the  other  side,  bein^^  the  first  infantr>- 
reijiment  in  Lord  Roberts's  arin>'  to  enter  the 
Transvaal.  Lieut.-Colonel  Otter  had  rejoined  the 
re^nment  on  the  morninj^  of  that  da>-.  and  had 
brou-^ht  with  him  boots  and  clothing,  which  were 
badl\-  needed.  I'or  weeks  the  men  had  been  on  half 
rations,  or  less,  and  had  suffered  severel>-  from  lack 
of  sufficient  food  and  sufficient  protection  from  the 
cold. 

General  I'rench  had  pushetl  on  from  the  \'aal 
River,  and  on  the  27th  had  bey,un  an  attack  on  the 
iioers  in  the  hills  south  of  Johannesburjf ;  but  not 
succeeding;  in  driving  them  from  their  positions  he, 
on  the  jSth,  sent  General  Hutton's  Hrigade  forward 
to  cross  the  bridge  over  the  Klip  River  at  Olifant's 
Vlei  and  hold  the  enemy,  while  he,  in  conjunction 
with  General  Hamilton's  Division,  which  had  just 
come  up,  made  a  turning  movement  to  tiie  left. 
Here  the  Moutited  Infantry  saw  the  most  serious 
fighting   they    had    had    since    leaving    Kroonstadt. 
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Vhey  fcjrccd  the  enemy  from  two  advanced  ridges, 
and,  although  subjected  to  a  heavy  shell  and  pom- 
pom fire,  held  them  through  the  night.  In  the 
ini)rning  they  were  bombarded  with  greater  vigour 
and  accuracy,  and,  although  the  position  was  clearly 
untenable,  it  was  essential  that  the  enemy  should  be 
occupied  until  the  turning  movement  had  been  com- 
ph.'ted.  As  soon  as  possible  the  men  were  ordered 
to  withdraw  and  march  around  b\-  the  left  to  the 
support  of  (ieneral  l<Veiich.  The  retirement  was  a 
dangerous  operation,  since  all  the  troops  had  to 
recross  the  one  bridge,  and  to  the  Canadians  was 
given  the  important  work  of  covering  this  retirement. 
1  hey  did  so  bv  constantly  exposing  themselves,  by 
riding  up  and  dcjwn  the  face  of  the  ridges.  It  was 
the  severest  [iossible  test  of  discipline  and  nerve.  So 
well  scattered  did  they  keep,  however,  that  they 
offered  no  target  for  the  Hoer  guns  and  distant  rifle 
fire,  and  their  casualties  amounted  to  onl)-  three  or 
four  wounded.  When  the  rest  of  the  lirigade  had 
crossed  they  also,  in  splendid  order,  retired. 

.\  (cw  days  later,  in  addressing  his  brigade, 
(ieneral  Hutton  said  of  this  engagement,  as  reported 
b\-  Mr.  R.  !•:.  l""inn,  the  Montreal  HcraUfs  corre- 
spondent with  the  Mounted  Rifles  :  "  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  splendid  manner  in  which  the  Canadians  held 
the  positions  the)-  were  sent  to  occup)-.  General 
I'"rench  would  not  h.ive  been  able  to  make  his 
turning  movement.  Cieneral  l-'rench  and  mjself 
viewed  the  engagement  from  a  near  kopje,  and  he 
remarked  to  me  as  \-ou  i  tlie  Canadians!  marcheii 
under  the  terrific  shell  fire  that  he  had   never   seen 
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men  advance  more  steadily  or  obey  an  order  more 
chcerfull}-.  Since  then  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
(ieneral  Frencli,  which  is  hit^hly  complimentary  to 
you  all,  and  I  must  say  a  more  handsome  letter  was 
never  written  by  a  senior  general  to  a  junior." 

While  the  Mounted  Rifles  were  holdinii  the  enemy 
in  front,  (ieneral  French  and  General  Hamilton  were 
breaking  up  and  outflankint,^  them  on  the  west.  It 
was  as  the  result  of  this  fightini;  that  Johannesburg 
was  captured.  In  his  reiJort  to  the  War  Office  on 
Ma>-  30th  Lord  Roberts  said  :  "  The  brunt  of  the 
fi'ihtinir  \esterda\-  fell  upon  Ian  Hamilton's  column. 
I  have  sent  him,  as  already  mentioned,  to  work 
around  to  the  west  of  Johannesburg  in  support  of 
I'reiich's  cavalry,  which  was  directed  to  go  north 
near  the  road  leading  to  Pretoria.  I  have  not  heard 
from  Trench  \et,  but  Hamilton,  in  a  report  which 
lias  just  reached  me,  states  at  about  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  he  found  his  wa)-  blocked  b\'  the 
enemy,  strongl\-  posted  on  some  kopjes  and  ridges 
three  miles  .south  of  the  Rand.  They  had  two  heavy 
guns  and  several  field  guns  and  pom-poms.  Hamilton 
fi-rthwith  attacked." 

The  positi<Mi  was  at  Doijrnkop,  almost  on  the  site 
of  the  surrender  of  Jameson  and  his  raiders,  and  it 
was  at  this  spot  that  the  (iordons  and  Canadians 
broke  through  the  onem> 's  right  flank.  The  lyth 
Brigade  was  ordercfl  to  make  a  frontal  attack  on  the 
ridge,  while  the  J  1st  Brigade,  with  General  French's 
cavalr\-.  was  sent  on  a  wide  turm'ng  movement  to  the 
left.  It  was  not  expected  that  the  frontal  attack 
would  have  to  be  pushed  home,  but  as  the  da_\-  wore 
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on,  and  the  turning  movement  had  not  yet  had  its 
effect,  the  order  was  ;^iven  that  the  ridtje  must  be 
taken.  The  (jordons  were  the  advanced  battah'on, 
with  the  Canach'ans  in  supjiort,  the  Shropshires  in 
reserve,  and  the  ("ornwalls  as  l^aj^t^ai^e  j^iiaril  ;  but 
the  ("anadians  were  soon  extended  to  the  ri,i;ht  so  as 
to  form  practically  one  advancefl  h"ne  with  the 
(iordons.  A  fierce  artiller\-  (hiel  opened,  and  the 
(jordons  and  C'anariians,  only  about  a  thousand  of  all 
ranks,  bej^an  to  move  forward.  Steadily,  without 
haste  and  without  wavering;,  the  lon<^-e.\tcnded  line 
moved  forward.  As  Mr.  Hamilton  wrote  :  "  Dramatic 
in  its  associations,  Doornkop  was  fiercely  dramatic  in 
its  circumstances.  l-Vontal  attacks  were  anathema 
maiaiiatha  to  the  theorist  after  a  few  e.xpensive 
failures  at  the  outset  of  this  war;  but  the  splendid 
19th  HriL;ade,  under  Smith-Dorien's  handling,  and 
taut^ht  by  the  e.vperience  of  a  score  of  flights,  made  a 
frontal  attack  and  con(|uered.  Hoer  skill  seized  the 
advantage  of  tlie  dryness  of  the  t;rass  and  the  .set  of 
the  wind  towards  our  position  and  fired  the  veldt. 
Thus  the  hillside  to  be  won  was  a  dead  black,  against 
which  the  khaki  showed  with  fatal  v'learness,  and  on 
which  the  (h.)ppin.i(  bullets  rai.sed  a  dust-|)uff  which 
instantly  told  the  ran^'e.  \'et  across  a  full  mile  of 
this  black  (Ieath-slo|)e  our  men  went  on  without  a 
check,  until  the  rillemen  on  the  crest  saw  the\-  could 
do  nothing  aj^ainst  infantry  so  indomitable,  and  fled. 
.\n(i  finall\- — it  sounds  like  a  romance,  but  it  is  a 
fact  the  fire  was  actually  upon  the  hillside  when  it 
was  stormed,  and  our  men  went  up  a<:jainst  the  Hoers 
through  literal   llame.     A   belt  of  fire  and  smoke    10 
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tect  w  ilk',  ucll-nij^h  of  man's  licij;lit.  swept  toward  our 
position,  and  throui^h  the  flame  and  smoke  line  after 
line  of  our  men  leaped,  to  ,l;o  with  sinijed  eyebrows 
and  beards  over  the  blackness  the  fire  had  wrought. 
It  was  a  l)altle  of  the  flames." 

When  the  order  came  that  the  crest  must  be  won 
that  nit^ht,  the  (lordons  made  one  of  the  finest 
ciiart,^es  in  the  history  of  the  war,  losinij  20  killed 
and  76  wounded.  On  a  line  with  them  char^^ed  the 
Canadians,  and  the  two  ret^iments  went  f)\er  the 
crest  tos^ether.  lUit  fortune  favoured  the  Canadians. 
Their  approach  was  sheltered  by  the  nature  of  the 
^Ljround  :  the  (iordens  inade  their  mat^nificent  rush 
full)-  e\iK)>ed.  As  ai^aiiist  the  heavy  casualty  list  of 
the  latter  the  Canadians  lost  but  .seven  wounded. 
Johannesburg;"  la\-  open.  The  ni^ht  was  very  cold, 
and  without  food  or  water  the  19th  Hriijade 
bivouacked  on  the  heiL;ht   it  had  ifained. 

JohannesburL;  surrendered  on  April  31st,  but  the 
Canadians,  in  their  respective  Divisions,  were  kept 
to  the  west  of  tiie  city.  Durin^i;-  the  two  or  three 
da\s  the  arm\  was  waitini;  for  su|)p!ies  irulividuals 
were  afforded  tiie  opportunit)-  of  visitini;-  it.  One 
man.  .Si-r^vant  Ironsides,  of  the  Canadian  Infantr)-, 
was  api)ointefl  to  the  regimental  polfce  in  Johannes- 
burL;.  RidinL;  back  to  camp  unarmed  on  the  ni<jht 
of  June  Jnd.  he  lost  his  way  and  Ljot  to  the  north 
of  the  British  lines.  Proceeding;  cautious!)-  he 
discovered  three  men  slee[)ini;  on  the  ground. 
Coiuiuced  that  the\-  were  Hoers,  he  first  stole  up 
and  took  their  rifles  from  their  sides,  and,  usinj;  one 
to  arm   himself  awakeni'd  the  sleepers  and   marched 
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the  three  of  them  to  a  vacant  house  he  (hscovered 
near  h\-,  where  he  stood  i,riiard  over  them  all  ni^dit, 
and  in  the  morninj^  took  them  and  their  horses  into 
camp.  One  of  the  prisoners  was  Commandant 
lV)tha's  cousin. 

Just  as  the  fight  at  Dfiorni<op  was  enrliuLij  the 
Canadian  ^Mounted  Rifles  had  passed  hy,  L;(>in<; 
north-west.  On  the  30th  the  ist  Hattah'on  chased 
a  li(jer  convoy  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Pretoria  and 
captured  some  waggons  and  prisoners.  Onl)-  one 
sharp,  brief  action  was  fought  between  Johannesburg 
and  Pretoria,  and  in  it  the  Canadians  did  not 
participate;  for  the  Canadian  Infantry  were  that  day 
the  baggage  guard  for  their  Urigade,  and  the  Mounted 
Rifles  were  outside  the  area  of  the  fight. 

On  June  3rd  the  19th  Brigade  marched  si.xtcen 
miles  to  the  north,  through  heavy  rolling  country, 
in  order  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  enem\-,  who 
were  expected  to  make  a  strong  defence  at  Pretoria. 
C  lie  4th,  however,  the  direction  was  changed 
stri.  /ht  for  Pretoria,  since  it  was  found  that  no 
further  opposition  would  be  offered.  In  the  morning 
of  the  5th  the  19th  Brigade  led  their  Division  and 
the  Canadians  led  the  19th  Brigade  up  to  the  out- 
skirts o(  the  city,  where,  after  some  hours  of  waiting, 
their  turn  came,  and  in  altered  order,  with  the  Corn- 
walls  first,  than  the  Slnopshires.  then  the  Gordons, 
and  then  the  Canadians,  the  "  fighting  19th"  moved 
through  the  square  past  Lord  Ri.berts.  while  the 
Guards'  band  pia\ed  "The  Ho\s  of  the  Old  Brigade." 
On  the  6th  the  Mounted  Rifles  passed  through  to 
follow  the  retreating   Boers. 
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It    was    ocncrallv-   expected    that    the    capture    of 
Tretoria  woulil  end  the  war,  but  it  was  soon  found 
that  this  was  a  mistake.     Commandant  Hotha  took 
up  a  strouL,^  positicMi  some  ei^^hteen  miles  to  the  east 
of    Pretoria,   and    there    offered    a    more    stubborn 
resistance  than  the   Hoers  had  offered  at  any  point 
from  Bloemfontein  north.     After  he  had  been  driven 
from    this    position    the    British   devoted    their   chief 
energies  to  an  attempt  to  corner  Commandant   De 
Wet  in  Oranije  River  Colony,  b\-  which  name,  after 
the  formal  annexation  on  May  2Sth,  the  old  Orant;e 
Free  State  has  been   known.     The  daring  and  suc- 
cessful raids  of  this  clever  commander  were  not  onl\- 
anno\ing,  but  were   dangerous    to  the  British  com- 
munications.     rrt)ops  and  Generals  were  .sent  south 
from    I'retfjria   to    participate    in    the   chase.      Then 
Commandant    Botha    laid   'bold    plans    to    capture 
I'retoria    and    Johannesburg  ;    but    first    he    waited 
ijuietl)-  until  the  defending  fcjrces  had  been  weakened 
bv  withdrawals,  and    until   his  own  forces  had  been 
strengthened     both     in     morale     and     in     numbers. 
When   he  was    rjad>-   he  touk   the  aggressive.     His 
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forces  were  successful  in  one  or  two  outpost  engage- 
ments, but  he  was  quite  incapable  of  effecting  his 
purpose,  and  the  conspirators  who  were  to  assist  in 
Pretoria  and  Johannesburg  were  arrested.  General 
liuller  came  up  tlirough  Natal  ;  communication  was 
opened  up  between  his  column  and  Lord  Roberts's 
army  along  the  Natal-Transvaal  railwa\- ;  and  b\-  the 
co-operation  of  the  two  forces  the  J^oers  were  pushed 
eastward,  through  the  boasted  L\denburg  district, 
and  either  dri\  en  into  Portuguese  territorx'  at  Komati 
P(jort  or  scattered. 

in  the  operations  succeeding  the  capture  of  Pretoria 
the  Canadian  troops  were  often  conspicuous  ;  but 
the  Canadian  Infantry  did  not  take  part  in  the  main 
advance  eastward.  The  Mounted  Rifles  were  fre- 
quently engaged,  but  principally  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Pretoria  or  while  guarding  lines  of  communi- 
cation, and  later  around  lielfast.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  some  hard  marching  in  chase  of  De  Wet,  the 
Canadian  Infantry  were  most  of  the  time  quietl)-  in 
camp  at  Springs  and  saw  only  one  or  two  outpost 
skirmishes.  Hut  the  Strathconas  went  right  through 
with  General  HuUer ;  and  C  and  D  Batteries  found 
opportunities  for  active  work. 

When  the  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles  with  General 
Hutton's  Brigade  moved  through  I'retoria  on  June  6th, 
they  proceeded  in  a  north-easterly  direction.  As  in 
the  march  from  Bloemfontein,  General  I*'rench's  Divi- 
sion was  to  form  the  left  flanking  force  in  the  attack 
on  Commandant  Botha's  new  position.  Cieneral 
i'olc-Carew,  with  the  iith  Division,  advanced  along 
the  Delagoa  Bay  railway,  and  General  Hamilton  was 
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ill  his  old   i)i>sition  on  the  riL^ht.     As  usual,  dcncral 
ImviicIi  on  the   one  si.le  and   (ieneral    Hamilton   on 
the    other,    were    to    turn    the    eneiny's    flanks ;    but 
Commandant    Botha  had  In'    that  time  learned   the 
"anie  and  he  disiKised   the   bulk  of  his  forces  on  liis 
w  ini;-.     As  he  had  chosen  his  ])ositi-)n  with  i^ood  jikIl;- 
ment,   it    took  two  da\s  of  liard   fiL;htini;  before  the 
British  could  di  lodire  him.     The  Canathan   Mounted 
Ritles  were  eni;aL;ed  duriui;  tliese  two  days,  June  I  Ith 
and  12th,  with  (ieneral   I-"rench's  Division,  which  did 
little  more  than  hold  its  own.     Tiie  Canadians  came 
under  fire  in  oi)en  Ljround  covered  with  loose  stones, 
out  of  which.  the_\-  at  once  built  themselves  shelters, 
behind    which    the\-    leisurel>    and  deliberately  fired. 
Ammunition  for  (ieneral   I'"rench's  L;uns  was  deUued 
on  the  road,  and  while  waitini;  for  it  no  assault  was 
made.     -Ml  the  iii-ht  of  the  1  ith  and  all  the  next  day 
the  Canadians  manned  their  slulters.     Their  casualties 
were  two  wounded,  one  mortall}-.     (ieneral   Hamilton 
and  (ieneral  I'ok-Carew  had  been  mucli  more  severeh' 
en'4a^a'd,  ai\d  darin-  the  nii^ht  of  the   iJth  the  Boers 
abandoned    their    i)o>iiiiin    .iml    retired    to    the    east. 
Next  inornin;.;  tlvj  mountec'.  men  pursued  the  enem\- 
for  ten  miles  or  more,  but  had  little  fi-htiuL;.     Return- 
ing from    thi-   pursuit   the  C.inadian    Mounted    Killis 
wiMe    ~ent    U>    tlu'    re^t-e,lnl|)    at     1  Jirdejx'ort,    near 
I'reloii.i.      Botha     \\a-    t"    be     Kit     .iloiie     until     he 
assumed   the  ,iL;L;rr--  i\e 

.Mthounh  (iiiural  ll,imilion\  Division  \\a>  hotly 
en-aL,ed  ill  tlii-  U\>i  i\a\-^'  b.illle,  the  K^tli  Brii^atle 
took  no  direct  part,  it  had  been  the  intention  to 
disband  the  i!>th  Bri;^ade,  and  (ieneral  .Smith-Dorien 
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actually  issued  what  he  believed  to  be  his  final  orders, 
from  which  his  references  to  the  record  of  the  Brigade 


have   been    i|unte(l.     lUit   nti  Jmu-  7th,   when   Coin- 
inandant     Hotha  had   been   loratcd.  the    Ihii^ade  was 
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•reconstituted  and  sent  toward  Johannesburi;  with 
(ieneral  Hamilton's  Division,  l-'roni  Irene  the  :;ist 
KriLiade,  witli  the  rest  of  tlie  Division,  started  north- 
east to  attack  the  Boers'  left  flank,  while  the  19th 
HriLjadc  continued  its  \\a>  towards  Jf)liannesbur,L;  to 
,L;uard  a-ainst  possiljle  attack  in  tliat  ijuarter.  The 
Canadian  Infantr)-  reachetl  I'dandsfontein  Junction, 
just  east  of  JohannesburLT,  <>n  June  10th,  and  were 
from  there  chverted  to  S])rinLjs,  twenty  miles  to  the 
east.  .Some  rollini;  stock,  which  was  known  to  be  at 
S])rin[;s.  was  re(iuired  for  transportation  purposes,  and 
it    was   desired    also    to  secure  the  ^reat  coal-mines 

in   that    nei;-;hl)ourh I,  a. id  protect  workmen   while 

the  nece-'sary  sujjpix  <if  CO  1  was  Deini^  mined.  1  he 
Canadian  Hattalion  at  t!i  time  numbered  2;  officers 
and  41  I  men. 

I.ieut.-Col.  Otter  was  made  Camp  Commandant, 
and.  in  addition  to  the  Canadians,  he  had  with  him 
a  small  force  of  Mounted  Infantr>.  l'^>r  >ome  week> 
the  Canailiaii  lnfantr>  were  to  i^o  thnmi^h  ai^ain  the 
s.ime  kind  of  experieiKX's  tin-)-  had  had  at  Ik-lmoiit 
Camp,  except  that  the  >urroundin:-;s  were  much  more 
pleasant  and  iii'Te  comfortable-,  and  the  men  were 
tins  lime  L;lad  of  a  lon;^  halt,  and  not,  ;in  before, 
impatient  for  the  word  t  >  advaiue.  The)-  fortified 
their  position  and  did  outpost  dut\  .  Man\-  Uoers 
i.ime  ill  and  ^a\e  up  their  arm--.  On  ^i-xeral  oc(  ,1- 
-ioiis  forces  of  the  tiieiiix  appi'.ued,  but  onlv  on 
I  line  jSth  was  then-  what  mii^ht  be  called  .111  attack, 
and  eviii  thi-  did  not  reach  l)e><)nd  the  octposts. 

liie  Jiiil  Battalion  of  the  Canadian  Mounted  Killes 
ua--  not  destined  to  remain  Ioiil;  at  the  rest-camp  at 
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DcrdepoDit.  for  nn  June  15th  it  entrained  for  Orange 
River  Colony  to  i^uard  the  line  of  communications 
threatened  b\-  De  Wet;  and  although  the  ist  l^at- 
taUon  retained  that  camp  as  its  headquarters  until 
July  4di,  it  was  not  for  them  altogether  a  period  of 
ivst.  They  were  constantl\-  called  tipon  to  furnish 
oULjiosts  and  patrols. 

It  was  from  this  camp  that  a  detachment  went  out 
with  the   force  under  (icneral   Hutton   and   signally 
<li>tinguished  itself  by  capturing  two  guns.     General 
Haden-l'owell  had  been  marching  on  I'retoria  from 
Mafeking  with  a  column  in  which  was  C  Hattery  of 
the  Canadian  .\rtillery.     He  had  arrived  at  Rusten- 
burg,  and    Lord   Roberts  desired  him    to  come  into 
I'retoria    for   consultation.     .So  (ieneral    Hutton   was 
sent  out  with  jCX)  Mounted  Infantry  to  clear  the  road 
along  which  he  must    travel.     While  proceeding  on 
this  (hitv  on   June   iSth  (ieneral    Hutton  sent  Lieu- 
tenant   Voung.    with     twelve    Canadians    and     three 
Remington   .Sccmts,  to  recoimoitre   Klip   Ko|),  where 
some  of  the  enem>    were  supposed  to  be   in   laager. 
Hearing  that  the  lioers  were  on  the  alert.  Lieutenant 
NOung  decided  to  execute  a  flank  movement  so  as  to 
reach  the  koi)je  In  the  rear,    l-'ollowing  the  east  bank 
of  the  Klip  River  for  two  or  three  miles,  he  came 
upon  a  scattered  settlement,  comi)letely  surprised  the 
inhabitants  of  hou^e  after  house,  and  with  onl\-  a  little 
skirmishing  disarmed   forty  or  fift\-   men.     Noticing 
the  track  of  two  guns.  Lieutenant  Voung  decided  to 
push  on   and,  if  possible,  capture   them.     The  guns 
wen-  discovered  so  placed  that  the>-  could  easily  have 
luen    delended   if   the    raid    had    been    less    cleverl\ 
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executed.  Lieutenant  Young  took  possession  of  what 
oxen  he  could  find,  hitched  some  of  them  to  the  Ljuns, 
and  set  off  l)a(  k  to  cam]),  lie  was  fired  on,  but 
reached  camp  -a!ely  at  three  in  the  niornini,'  with 
his  prisoners,  cattle,  and  i;uns. 

This  incident  was  brouijht  by  (ieneral  Hutton  to 
the  special  notice  of  Lord  Roberts.  \ot  onl\-  were 
Lieutenant  \'ounj.(,  Serjeants  I'urdon  and  Ryan 
s|)ecially  mentioned  by  him,  but  he  reported  to  Lord 
Roberts  that  he  "could  not  allow  so  exceptional  a 
performance  of  so  difficult,  danijerous,  and  delicate  a 
nature  to  pass  without  brini^iui;  the  whole  detachment 
to  your  notice."  (ieneral  Ilutton  also  sent  an  extended 
account  of  the  affair  to  Lord  Minto  in  Canada,  and 
>aid  of  it:  "  Ihe  whole  incident  forms  a  sin<.;ular 
instance  of  '•  '"it  cool  darin;^  and  steady  courajge  can 
do.  Nothing  could  better  test  the  finest  cpialities  in 
British  soldiers  than  to  cut  out  guns  under  such 
circumstances  from  the  very  centre  of  the  enemy 
without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  horse." 

\\\  this  date.  June  iSth,  the  jnd  Hattalion,  which 
had  been  split  up,  had  become  established  at  the 
posts  assigned  to  it  on  the  railway  north  of  Kroon- 
stadt  in  Orange  River  Colony.  A  {cw  days  later 
four  men  of  |)  .Sipiadron  gave  ,ni  exhibition  <if 
C()i»lness,  indomitable  courage,  and  self-sacrifice  that 
will  not  be  forgotten  as  long  as  any  deeds  of  the  war 
are  remembered,  ♦rrixijis  i  and  4  of  I)  Sipiadnjn, 
under  conim.ind  of  Lieutenant  l)a\i(bon,  two  com- 
panies of  the  .Shropshire  Regiment,  and  a  ilctachinent 
of  Imperi.d  \'eomanry  were  placed  at  a  little  camp 
three    nnles     south     of     I  loningspruit     St.ition     and 
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between  two  important  bridges.  There  was  another 
caiTi[)  at  the  station  itself,  comi)ose«l  of  400  British 
soldiers  who  had  been  released  from  the  Hoer  prison 
at  Pretoria,  and  who  were  in  poor  health  and  im- 
perfectly armed.  This  section  of  the  railway  required 
careful  -juardinj;.  for  there  were  three  bridges  within 
a  distance  of  ten  miles.  The  camp  in  which  were 
tlie  Canadians  was  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  railwa>-.  Three  miles  awa>-  to  the  east,  across  the 
railwa)',  were  two  large  kopjes.  \\y  order  of  the 
("amp  Commandant  outposts  were  placed,  during 
tile  dajtime  only,  upon  these  two  kopjes,  and  also 
an  outpost  two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  camp,  and 
another  two  miles  to  the  south.  On  June  22nd  the 
Canadians  had  this  outpost  dut)-  to  perform.  Hefore 
davbreak  Lieutenant  Inglis  set  out  with  eight  men, 
four  each  for  the  two  kopjes  to  the  east,  while 
Lieutenant  Davidson  placed  four  men  two  miles 
to  the  north  of  the  camp,  and  then  took  four  others 
and  placed  them  the  same  distance  to  the  south. 

No  sooner  had  Lieutenant  Inglis  and  his  men 
reachcil  the  first  of  the  kopjes  than  they  caught 
sight  <jf  one  or  two  Hoers  in  hiding  and  saw  signs  of 
many  more.  l)e  Wet  was  making  a  swooj)  on  the 
railway,  and  the  kopjes  hatl  been  occupied  during  the 
night.  Realising  the  situation,  Lieutenant  Inglis 
gave  the  order  to  make  for  the  camp  with  all  speed. 
Hoers  swarmed  out  in  pursuit.  Ihe  Caiuaili.ms  had 
gained  a  start,  but  their  horses  were  worked  oul  and 
could  not  be  spurred  int<t  speed.  True  to  their 
instincts,  the  men  scattered  to  divide  the  pursuing 
Ht)ers.     One  man  was  shot  dead  ;  two  were  wounded 
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and  captured  ;  and  Lieutenant  Ini,dis  and  two  men, 
thoii_L;h  wounded,  chin^'   to  their  h(«r.ses  lon^Lj  enouL;li 
to  come  under  the  covering;  fire  of  the  camp.     '1  wo 
others  escaped  to  the  soutli  and  turned  up  the  next 
(hiy  at    Kroonstadt.     Tiie    remaininL,^    man,  Trooi)er 
\VaId_\-,  or  "old    man  Waldy  "  as  he   was  called,  liad 
the  nerve  and  the  e>e  of  the  t\pical  plainsman.     Two 
Boers  were  foliowint;  him  and  ij[ainin.ti  upon  him  so 
rapidly  that  he  saw  escape  was  impossible.     Suddenly 
droppiuL;-  from  his  horse  to  the  [ground  he  faced  his 
opponents,  who  also  immediately  dropped.     In  that 
position     neither    part}'  could    see    the   other.      '1  he 
Hoers  had   no  reason   for  exposing  themselves,  since 
reinforcements  would  soon  join  them  ;  but  for  W'aidy 
the  case  was  desperate.     All  he  needed  was  a  chance 
to   i)ull   his  triti<;er    twice.     To  i;et    this    chance   he 
suddenly  rose  to  his  knees.     Both    B(jers  fired   and 
missed  aiKJ  he  shot  them  both  dead  and,  remountin^i;, 
ambled  back  into  camp. 

At  the  first  distant  shots  the  camp  had  been 
aroused  and  the  little  force  disposed  to  the  best 
advanta.L;e.  It  was  soon  subjected  to  a  very  heaw 
fire  both  from  ritles  and  from  two  Ljuns  which  the 
Boers  had  |)oste<l  on  tiie  eastern  kopjes.  So  far  the 
attack  was  from  the  east,  but  fift\-  or  sixty  Boers 
bet;an  to  circle  around  to  the  south  with  the  inten- 
tion of  out-fiankinL;-  the  force  and  j^ainiii;^  somerisini; 
Ljround  to  the  we-t,  from  which  the>-  would  be  able  to 
conunand  tiic  camj)  w  itii  their  rifles.  To  reach  this 
^fround  the\-  had  to  |)ass  the  little  southern  outpost 
of  finir  Canadian  .Mounted  Rifles.  liut  this  they 
couKl  not  <lo,      Tiie  men  understood  the  importance 
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of  preventing  the  Jioers  from  thus  surrounding  the 
camp,  and  with  rare  spirit  they  set  to  work  to 
prevent  it.  Concealing  themselves  and  firing  rapidly 
the\'  gave  no  clue  to  their  numbers.  At  the  very 
beginning  one  of  the  four,  Trooper  Miles,  was 
wounded  in  the  hand  by  long-range  fire,  and  he 
was  sent  back  with  the  horses  and  with  word  that 
no  assistance  was  needed. 

The  tale  of  the  heroism  of  the  three  who  were  left 
was  thus  told  by  Lieutenant  Davidson  to  Mr.  Rich- 
mf)nd  Smith  of  the  Montreal  S/tir :  "It  was  long 
odds,  three  men  against  si.xty,  but  these  Canadians 
from  Pincher  Creek  were  stout-hearted  fellows  who 
did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  word  fear,  and 
rattling  good  shots  into  the  bargain.  For  eight 
hours  the)-  fought,  the  number  of  their  opponents 
increasing  as  the  hours  .vent  b\-,  until  there  were 
close  to  a  hundred  burghers  pouring  in  a  fusillade  of 
rifle  shots  at  the  three  men  who  held  the  crossing 
over  the  railw^)-  line.  Shortly  after  noon  Corporal 
Morden  was  seriously  wounded  with  a  bullet  through 
the  chest.  He  never  gave  up,  however,  and  kept  on 
firing  until,  later  on,  another  Mauser  bullet  crashed 
through  hi  brain  Ab(jut  two  o'clock  another  one 
of  the  little  part}-,  Trcjoper  Kerr,  was  wounded.  At 
that  time  the  force  consisted  of  two  wcjunded  men 
and  Corporal  Miles,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  outpost. 
About  half-past  two  Kerr  was  shot  thnnigh  the  heart, 
and  a  little  later  Corporal  Miles  received  a  bullet 
wound  in  the  shoulder.  Me  did  not  give  in  though 
for  all  that,  but  continued  firing,  and  used  up  the 
cartridges  of  his  dead  companions  after  his  own  had 
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been  exhausted.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon a  train  arrived  at  Honingspruit  Station  from  the 
north,  and  the  lioers  withdrew  and  attacked  the  train. 
The  garrison,  however,  managed  to  keep  them  at  bay 
until  a  train  with  troops  arrived  from  Kroonstadt, 
when  the  enemy,  as  usual,  retired.  Then  it  was  that 
I  had  time  to  go  back  and  see  what  had  become  of 
the  little  outpost  on  the  railway  line  south  of  the 
camp,  which  I  knew  had  been  heavily  engaged  all 
day.  I  found  Corporal  Miles  lying  behind  a  little 
mound  of  earth  suffering  from  a  severe  wound  in  the 
shoulder,  and  a  short  distance  from  him  the  dead 
bodies  of  Corporal  Morden  and  Trooper  Kerr,  both 
of  whom  had  been  first  wounded  and  afterwards 
killed  by  second  shots.  Though  serious,  Miles's  wound 
was  not  by  any  means  a  fatal  one,  and  he  was  at  once 
taken  to  the  hospital  at  Kroonstadt,  from  where  he 
was  sent  to  Cape  Town  later  on.  It  is  impossible  to 
overestimate  the  importance  of  the  gallant  conduct 
of  these  three  men.  But  for  their  splendid  work  our 
position  would  have  been  completel>-  surrounded,  and 
the  chances  are  the  whole  garrison  would  either  have 
been  killed  or  captured." 

On  July  6th  Lord  Roberts  telegraphed  from 
Pretoria  to  Lord  Minto:  "I  have  much  pleasure  in 
bringing  to  your  Kxcellency's  notice  the  good  work 
done  by  the  ist  and  2nd  Battalions  Canadian 
Mounted  Rifles,  who  h.tve  been  repeatedly  con- 
spicuous for  their  gallant  conduct  and  soldierlike 
instincts. 

"  During  the  attack  by  the  Boers  on  Katabosch  on 
June  22nd  a  small  party  of  Pinchers  Creek  men  of 
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tlu-  Jn<l  battalion  displayed  tlic  L;rcatcst  ijallaiitry 
and  devotion  to  duty,  lioldini;  in  check  a  force  of 
JJoers  by  whom  the)-  were  hir.Ljely  outnumbered. 

"  Corporal  Morden  and  I'rivate  Kerr  continued 
fii^htini^  until  mortall\-  wounded.  Lance-Corporal 
.Miles  and  I'rivate  .Miles,  wounded,  continued  to  fi^iht 
and  held  their  s^round. 

''On  June  iSth  a  party  of  the  1st  Hattalion  under 
Lieutenant  VounLj,  when  operatinjj;  with  a  force 
under  General  lluttonto  the  north-west  of  Pretoria, 
succeeded  in  capturini^  two  of  the  enemy's  j^uns, 
and  bnni^dit  in  a  herd  of  cattle  and  several  ])risoners 
without  iosint;  a  man." 

While  these  events  were  occurrinij  at  Katabf)sch 
the  e.\-i)risoners  at  1  loninijspruit  Station  were 
doj,'t,'edly  fi^htini;-  for  their  freedom  against  a 
superior  force  of  Hoers  who  completely  surrounded 
them.  Colonel  Bullock  refused  to  surrender.  Just 
as  the  wires  were  beini^  cut  he  had  flashed  a 
message  to  Kroonstadt.  The  wa>-  these  weakened 
and  poorly-armed  men  held  the  Uoers  at  bay  all 
day  until  help  arrived  was  heroic.  This  time 
De  Wet  failed. 

Commandant  Hotha  tiien  began  his  attacks  around 
Pretoria  and  Johannesburg.  On  Jul)-  4th  the  1st 
Battalion  of  the  Canadian  .Mounted  Rifles  left  the 
camp  at  Derdepoort  with  (ieneral  llutton's  column 
for  Rustfontein,  a  few  miles  south  of  i'retoria,  and 
from  tile  7th  to  the  loth  the>-  took  part  in  a  heav\- 
four  da>'>'  figiiting  in  that  district.  The  Boers  fought 
with  great  determination,  causing  the  British  to 
abandon  the   po>itions  they  had  at  Hrst  gained,  and 
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which  they  regained  when  reinforcements  arrived. 
The  Canadian  casualties  were  C"aptain  Xelles  and  six 
or  '^ii\i::\\  men  wounded.  When  the  Boers  attacked 
the  British  outposts  at  Witpoort,  on  Julv  161I1,  this 
battalion  rendered  good  service.  One  detachment  of 
the  Royal  Irish  l'\isiliers  was  very  hard  pressed  and 
in  danger  of  being  surrounded,  when  two  tron|)s  of 
the  Canadians,  inider  Lieutenants  Horden  and  Hurch, 
were  sent  to  their  relief  Dismounting,  the  Canadians 
made  a  sharp  C(nmter  attack  and  put  the  enemy  to 
flight,  but  so  keen  and  eager  to  get  at  the  enemy  were 
the  two  young  officers  that  they  exposed  themselves 
fearlessly,  and  both  lost  their  lives.  They  were  in 
the  very  act  of  leading  their  men  in  a  forward  dash. 
A  letter  sent  hv  the  officer  commanding  the  Royal 
Irish  Fusiliers  to  Lieut.-C<jl.  Lessard,  after  the 
engagement,  is  a  testimony  to  the  success  of  their 
force : — 
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"  Dk.VR  C(jL()\!:i.  LkssarI),  In  the  few  words 
I  spoke  to  you  last  night  at  the  funeral  of  your  two 
very  gallant  officers  I  am  afraid  I  failed  to  convey 
the  deep  gratitude  my  regiment  owes  t(j  the  1st 
Canadian  Mounted  Rifles  for  their  gallantr\-  in  going 
so  nobly  and  fearlessly  to  the  succ(jur  of  our  be- 
leaguered detachment  at  Witfjoort  \esterda\-.  The 
counter  attack  your  regiment  made  occurred  at  a 
most  critical  moment,  and  it  doubtless  savetl  man\- 
of  the  lives  of  our  detachment.  We  deplore  greath- 
the  losses  you  have  sustained,  and  we  shall  ever  bear 
in  gratefiil  memorv  the  gallantry  and  self-sacrifice  of 
the  1st  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles  on  this  occasion.     I 
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shall  deem  it  a  great  favour  if  y(ju  will  kindl.v  convey 
to  your  officers,  non-comirissioned  officers,  and  men 
the  purport  of  this  letter. 

"  Yours  ver>-  faithfully, 

"John  Rkf.vks, 
"  Colonel  Commanding  2nd  Battalion  Princess 
Victoria  Royal   Irish  Fusiliers." 

On  July  17th  Lord  Roberts  re])orted  to  the  War 
Office:  "Yesterday  the  enemy  made  a  determined 
attack  on  the  left  of  I'ole-Carew's  p(jsition  und  along 
our  left  flank  commanded  by  liutton.  The  jiosts 
held  by  the  Irish  Inisiliers  and  the  Canadian 
Mounted  Infantry  under  I.ieut.-Col.  Alderson  were 
most  gallantl)-  defended.  The  enemy  made  re- 
peated attempts  to  assault  the  pf>sition,  coming  in 
close  range  and  calling  to  the  Inisiliers  to  surrender. 
The  enemy  suffered  severely-.  They  had  15  killed 
and  50  wounded,  and  4  taken  i)ri.soner.s.  The  British 
casualties  were  7  killed,  nicluding  the  Canadian 
lieutenants  Borden  and  Burch,  30  wounded,  and 
21   missing." 

In  his  despatch  i>i  the  following  day  l.tjrd  Roberts 
made  further  reference  to  this  affair:  "The  two  young 
Canadians  mentioned  in  yesterday's  telegram  were 
killed  while  gallantly  leading  their  men  in  a  ctni-.ter 
attack  on  the  enemy's  flank  at  a  critical  juncture  in 
their  assault  on  our  position.  Borden  had  twice 
before  been  brought  to  my  notice  in  despatciies  for 
gallant  and  intrejMd  conduct." 

Lieutenant  Bt)rden  was  the  oidy  son  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.   Borden,  the  Canadian   Minister  of   Militia   and 
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Defence".  He  had  just  rejoined  his  corps,  after 
spcndincj  two  weeks  in  the  hospital  at  Pretoria. 
Lieutenant  lUirch  was  the  son  of  Lieutenant  V.  (). 
Hurch,    of    the    2nd    Canadian    Drawoiis.     Lieut.- 
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(Killia  ill  .utio.i  .it  Witpoorl.i 

Col.  Kvans,  who  liad  commanded  the  end 
Battalion  since  it  left  Bloemfontein,  wrote  of  their 
burial:  "On  our  return  from  outpo.st  duty  on 
Tuesday  nit,rht  we  buried  the  two  officers  by  lantern 
Ml  the  Canadians,  ist  and  2nd  Battalions 
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were  there,  and  rei)rescntatives  from  the  New 
/.eahmder.  an<l  M-unted  Infantry.  The  bnnal 
service  was  con.lucte.l  by  the  Uri-ade  chaplam,  the 
Rev  Mr.  (iardiner.  and  as  the  two -allant  lad.s  lay 
tliere.  with  a  Cana.han  lla-.  which  I  picked  up  at 
Juimtnu-hur.L;.  cverin-  their  bodies,  an('  then- 
Canadian  ounra.les  all  al)..ul  them,  it  wa^  a  -a., 
and  most  inipresMve  scene,  and  I  think  al  our  hearts 
\\cre  turned  louard  tlie  s.-rrowin-  ones  ,'.  ihe  dear 
old   land   we   li.id    left   a   few   months    a-o. ' 

The  i-t  Hattahon  of  the  Canadian  Mounted  KiHes 
had  been  movin-    soutli  from   Pretoria  and  tlie   2nd 
liattahon  had  been  n.ovin-  north  fn-m  its  posts  m 
Oran-e  K.ver  Colonv.     On  July  15th  they  had  come 
to-cther.      After    doiuL;    duty  alon-  the  line  ..f  the 
N.atal-Transvaal  Kailw.iv  towanl  the  south-east.  the>- 
followed  the  main   advance  al-.n-  the    Dela-oa    Hav 
Kailwav  towards   Komati    I'oort.    The>- had  troiuent 
l,rushe^with  the  enemv  and  did  useful  uork  of  various 
kinds.     On  .September  ;th.  at  dayli-ht.  a  detachment 
of  I-;  men  ..f  the  2n<l  Battalion,  which  was  -uardin- 
therailw.'.vbetueen   Pan   and  W-.n.lerfontein.  east  ..f 
Middellnur.  w;.s  attacked  by  a  force  of  Boers  with 
two  ■■nns  and.. ne  pom-pom.    Tolonel  Mahon  was  sent 
totheir  assistance,  but  before  he  arrived  the  Canadians 
lud    beaten   the  Hoer>  off    after  a   ver>-   sharp   liu^ht. 
in    which    Maior    Saun.lers,   Lieutenant    M.M.die,  and 
two  men  were  wounded  and  sis  men  were  captured. 
Lord  Roberts  called  it  "a  very  crulitable  performance. 

On  November  l■^'  a  column  uiuler  C.eneral  Smith- 
|,,„irn  moved  v.uth  fnMU  Uelfa-l  towai.l  the  Komat. 
valUv      On  the   'nd  Mxt>    men  of  ihe    .?nd    Uattalion 
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C.M.R.  formed  the  advanced  ;^ruard,  under  command 
of  Major  Saunders.     The  -uide  took  a  wront,'  direc- 
tion, and  ulien  they  came  in  t<.uch  with  the  enemy 
the  main  column  had  branched  off  to  the  ri-ht  and 
was  nearlv  tu..  miles  away,     l' -xpectin-  early  assist- 
ance tlie  Muall   force,  althou-h  in  a  most  dangerous 
,„,sition.  held    its  -rouiul  under  severe  rine-fire.     In 
a.lvance  wa^  a  small  party  under  Lieutenant  Chalmers, 
l.earnin-^  of  the  situation  the  ("..( ).l".  sent  orders  for 
a  retireinent.     Lieutenant  Chalmers  skilfully  fell  I>;ick 
,,n  his  supports,  and   further  retirement  was  carried 
out  steadilv  by  successive  i^M'oups.     C<.rporal  Schell's 
horse  was'killed,  and  fell  on  his  rider,  injurin-  him. 
u  hereupon  .Ser-eant  Tryon  -ave  the  injured  man  his 
horse.       Major    Saunders    rode    back    ami    took    ui) 
.S.-r-eant    Tryon,   but    the   saddle    turned    ami    both 
wc-re  thrown.     Major  Sauiulers,  partially  stunned  by 
the    fall,  was    stnu  k   by   a   bullet    while   makin-   f.ir 
cover.       Lieutenant     Chalmers    went    back     for    his 
superi.u-  officer,  but  was  unable  to  remove  him;  he 
returne.l  to  the  firin-  line  for  assistance,  but  w;is  shot 
throu-h  the  body,  dyiiik'  a   f^'^^    minutes  later.     To 
Lieutenant  Chalmers's  e.scellent  mana^'cment  of  his 
troops  in  this  L-n-a<;ement,  as  well  as  to  his  splendid 
services  throughout   the  campai^m.  his  commandint; 
ofl"icer  paid  a  hi^h  trilMite. 

( )ne  of  the  most  notable  i)erf(jrmances  by  Canadian 
troops  ..ccuned  a  few  days  later,  when  the  1st  Hat- 
talion  C.M.R.,  under  Lieut.-Col,  Le^sard,  and  tvvo 
.^nins  of  1)  Battery.  K.C..\..  under  Lieutenan"  >  .•- 
rison,  defended  the  rear  of  tienenil  Smilh-1».  ■■-•v's 
iLiiv    column    ou    it>    retirement    from   the    komali 
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Riwr.     Oil   .\(.\ ember  fnh    the   edluinii   had    started 
from    Helta-t.     'I'he  enemy  was  soon   met  and   himi,^ 
on  the  front   flanks  and   rear  imtil  tb      Komati  River 
uas  readied,  where  tlie\-  defended  a  stroiit,'  position 
until   fined   to  retire  in-  a   wide   tiirmn;^   movement 
In-    the    Siiffolks    and    CaiLuhan     Mounted     Rifles. 
Stron.-l\-    reinforced     (hn-in-     tiie    ni-ht.    the     l^)ers 
I)ri's>ed   {hv   attack    in    the   morniiiL;.      Lord    Roberts 
reported   to  tiie  War  Office  that  "the   Hoers  tried  to 
sei/.    th'.  stron^^r  ,),,siti,,n  on  the  hank  of  the  Komati 
Iroiii  which  they  were  I.eaten  out   November  rHh,  but 
were   prevented   by   I.ieut.-Coj.   Ilvans.  the  Canadian 
mounted   troops,  and  two  of  tlie  ,S4th  -^uns  trallopinir 
two   miles  and   <vl/\iv^   it   in   the  nick  of  time.     The 
ri'ar  on  the  return  march  was  defended  by  Lieut. -Col. 
Lessaul  with  the  (  anadian   Dra-oons  and  two  Royal 
('an.idiau  -un-,  under   Lieutenant  .MorrisiMi.     .Mni'tli- 
l).>rii-n  say,  no  praise  cm  be  to  .  hi-li  for  the  devoted 
-allantiy    llie-^t-    tro,  ,ps    showed    in    keepin;^   off   the 
enemy  fn.m  the  iufantr>-  ami  convoys."     The  folN.w- 
iuL;   letter  from   (uiieral   .Smith Dorien   tells  in  a  few 
word-,  the  st.,r>   of  this  -allant  adion  :   - 

"I  ha\e  much  jiKaMui-  in  forwardin-  atiaclied 
statements  ,,„  the  .gallant  behaviour  of  officers  and 
n..n-commi-sioned  olViceis  ,>f  tin-  R..yal  Canadian 
f..rces  ill  action  of  the  ;th  November,  kaX).  k-tweeu 
Uithkloofaud  LilliefontiMii,  on  the  Komati  River.  I 
uiu.t.  in  !)rin-in-  them  forward,  emphasise  the  fact 
lliat  tlu'  beh,i\ium-or  the  whole  koy.il  Cana(h'an  rear 
,u;uard,   nndei    Lieut.  ('..1.  Lessanl,  was  s(,  fuie  tliat   it 


,1^ 


It    : 


\ 


I    \Ti:\'     MOll-MIXTS 


2\X 


makes  it  must  clirficiilt  to  siiv^lc  anyi.ut  for  s|)L'ci,il 
distinction.  Tlierc  is  no  doubt  tliat  men  sacrificed 
thcniseKes  in  the  most  _ija!lant  way  to  .^ive  the  guns, 
wliich  they  succeeded  in  doinL,^. 

"  Tliese  statements,  added  to  w  Iiat  I  knew  myself, 
enable  me  to  brin.L,^  forward  five  names  for  s])ecial 
distinction.  The  first  four  of  them  I  emphatically 
recommend  for  the  i)roud  distinction  of  the  Victoria 
Cros.s,  and  the  fifth  for  some  sjiecial  mark  of  iier 
Majesty'.'    favour. 

"Lieutenant  II.  Z.  f.  Cockburn,  of  the  Royal 
Canadian  Drai^oon.s,  with  a  handful  of  men,  at  a 
most  critical  moment,  held  off  the  Hoers  to  allow 
the  t;uns  to  get  away;  but  to  do  so  had  to  sacrifice 
himself  and  his  party,  all  of  whom  were  killed, 
w(nnided,  or  taken  prisoners.  Lieutenant  L.  V..  W. 
Turner,  later  in  the  day,  when  the  Hoers  again 
.serious!  hreatened  to  ca])ture  the  guns,  although 
twice  pr«.  iousjy  ivounded,  remounted  and  depltned 
his  men  at  close  quarters  and  dro\e  off  tlie  l{i>ers, 
thus  saving  the  guns. 

"No.  I  ■  ,.  Private  \V.  .A,  Knisley.  (.f  the  Royal 
Canadian  Dragoons,  in  a  most  gallant  way  carried 
out  of  action,  under  a  heavy  and  clo>c  fire.  No.  172, 
Corporal  I'ercy  R.  I'rice,  of  tlie  Royal  Canadian 
Uragooiis,  getting  wounded   hinisrlf  in  doing  so. 

"No.  176,  Sergeant  !•'..  Holland,  of  the  Roval 
Canadian  I  )ragoi.ns.  did  s|)li-ndid  work  with  his  Colt 
gun.  He  kept  the  Hoers  off  the  two  I  .'-poullder^ 
by  firing  from  his  gun  at  close  range,  and  then,  when 
he  saw  the  Hoers  were  loo  near  for  him  to  escape 
with  the  carriage,  as  the  horse  was  blown,  he  cahnlv 
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lifted  the  ,min  off  the  cai  'igc  and  L^allopcd  off  with 
it  "nder  his  arm. 

loutenaiit  K.  W.  H.  Morrison,  l\o\al  Canach'an 
Ailillcr>-.  for  the  skill  and  co(»lness  with  which  he 
workeil  and   fuially  s;i\cd  his  Ljinis." 

I'luis  to  the  end  the  Canadian  Mounted  Rifles 
maintained  their  re[)iitation  for  L;o(jd  fii^htinij.  In 
his  farewell  order,  when  they  started  for  home 
(ienera!  Sinith-lJorien  said  that  he  "had  no  words 
to  express  how  ^^reat  a  loss  they  would  be  to  the 
flyin,i,r  column." 

My  the  1st  of  Julsall  the  Canadian  troops,  with  the 
e.\ce|)tion  of  1)  Mattery,  had  ix-en  in  at  least  one 
en^MLjement.  The  Canadian  Infantry  has  seen  nearlv 
fort)-  fi^dUs.  the  Mounted  Rifles  jjcrhaps  half  that 
number, C  Mattery  had  foui^hl  at  Mafekiujj;,  V.  Mattery 
around  I  )ou;4las,  and  .Strathcona's  Ilorse  had  just  had 
its  fust  skirmish  at  W'aterval  .S|)ruit.  Mut  D  ]iatter\ 
liad  not  \et  fired  a  shot.  The  men  understood  that 
some  must  Ljuard  the  lines  of  communication  in  Cape 
Colon)-.  .Still  it  was  with  dee|)em"ny-  disappointment 
the\-  watched  the  weeks  leiv^then  to  months,  as  the\- 
kept  Ljuard  near  I)e  .\ar. 

.Sir  Charles  \\  arren  had  taken  part  of  K  Matterv  as 
his  ()nl\-  artil!er\-  when  he  left  Melmont  about  the 
middle  of  Ma_\  to  attack  the  rebels  at  i)ou;.;Ias. 
I  lis  column  numbered  over  7cx)  men,  and  l.ieut.- 
Col.  Sam  I  luL^hes  was  his  Chit-f  intellij^ence  Officer. 
Two  ;4uns  under  1  j'euteiiant  W  ood  had  been  left  at 
Melmont,  and  U\<,  under  Lieutenant  O^ilvio  were  left 
at    Rooip.in  ;    but    these    suctions  later   rejoine<l    (he 
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column,  and  Major  Ojrihic  and  Captain  Costiyan  went 
on  with  the  other  two  ^inis.  Sir  Charles  Warren  made 
a  nii;ht  march  on  Douj^las,  surprised  the  town  on  the 
morning-  of  May  2ist,  and  entered  it  after  a  few  shots 
and    without   casualties.      Two  or  three    well-placed 
shells  dispersed  the  Boers  on   the  other  side  of  the 
\'aal.      That    afternoon    the    Boers  returned    to    the 
attack    and    drove    in    one  of  the    British    outposts. 
When  the  alarm  was  ijivcn,  so  keen  were  the  Can.idian 
LHumers  that  the\-  would  not  wait  for  their  horses  but 
ran  their  L;uns  into  position  b\-  hand.     Agam   a  few 
shells    dispersed    the   enemy.      On    Ma>-    2Cth    the 
column    started   for  Campbell.       At     I'aber's    l-"arm. 
wliere  the>-  camped  on  the  wa>  ,  the   Boers   made   a 
surprisingly  fierce  ni-ht  attack.  L^ettini;  riL;ht  into  the 
British  camp.     They  wanted  above  all  thini;s  to  i;et 
])ossession  of  the  Ljuns.     The  Canadian  i;unners  dared 
not  fire  in  the  darkness,  at  point-blank  ranj^e,  fi)r  fear 
of  hittin;^  their  comrades,  and  for  them  it  was  a  case 
of  waitin:4  until    the   other    arms    of   the    force    had 
cleared  the  camp  and  sunlight  revealed  the  retreatin- 
enem\-.     The  Canadian  casualties  were    i    killed  and 
S    wounded,  and  the  whole  force  lost    15   killed,  in- 
cludiu'^'  Colonel  .Spence.  and  30  wounded.     I"  Battery 
was  havini;  its  experience  of  war. 

I'rom  Faber's  I-'arm  the  column  proceeded  to 
Campbell,  and  durinj;  the  advance  the  l^itter>  was 
a;4ain  enga-^ed.  On  June  1  ,uii  the  force  left  Cam|)bell 
and  marched  northward.  ever\  where  dispersing  the 
rebels  and  receiving  the  sul)mission  of  larg.  number.s. 
A  ver\-  large  section  of  countrv  was  covered  belore 
they  finally  arrived  at  Kimberley.     Later,  a  section  of 
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tlK-    IJattciy  uas  sent  to   W.ir.vntnu   and   a.iotlicr  to 
^  nbiii--.  0:1   tlic  road   to   Malckiii-;. 

l^urin-  July   an     opp.M-tunity    was    made    for    I) 
Jiatlcrx-  to  SCO  active  ser\  ice.     To  the  -reat  deli-ht  of 
Alajor  Hiir.irnan  and  his  men  the  three  sections  of  the 
l^atterx-,    uhich    for    so    man>-    weeks    had    been    on 
Karr.>on      dntx-    at     X'ictoria     West.    L>e    Aar,   and 
Oran-e   River   Station,  entrained  for  the   north       At 
Hl..cmfontein   tliey    were  kept   for  several    davs.  and 
then  part  of  the  liatter\- marched   out   to   the  Water- 
works,   over    -round     the    Canachan     Infantrv    had 
trodden  m  the  stirrin- times  tu„  months  before,  and 
another  part  was  sent  south  to  ICdenbur-      A-.-iin  the 
men  hadoiiK  ..arrison  (hity.and  a-ain  disapi,o?ntment 
to.-k  possession  of  them.     J?ut  their  l..n-in-  was  .soon 
t"  Ik-  satisfied,  for  tlie  ..rder  came  which  took  them  to 
I'rctona  in  time  to  Jnin  in  tlie  resi.stance  to    Hotha's 
attacks  and  in  the  offensive  operations  which  imme- 
'1-ateIy    followed.      They  were   attached  to  General 
Hamilton's  iJivision  and  with  it  saw  .sharj,  fi^duin.r 
and  were  commended  for  (piickness  in  gettin-  into 
action,  accuracy  „f  fire  and  steadiness. 

Canadian  troops  had  taken  part  in  all  sorts  of 
actions,  (•  liattery  completing  the  list  by  standin- 
a  sK-e  with  (ienerai  Haden-i'oueirs  forcv  at  Warn^I 
J^iths.  j.-ven  ser\ice  on  .an  ;:rm..ured  train  was 
KMii-  performed  by  a  detachment  ..f  the  Canadian 
I'ifanlry.  On  July  Sth  two  .nbalterns  and  sixty 
men  ha.l  been  detailed  for  that  service  between 
I'.landslontein   and    Kroonstadt. 

I'ntil  .\u:^u.t  JiHl  the  rest  ..f  the  Infantr\-  Battalion 
remaine.l  .juietlv  at  Sprin-s.     ()„  that  d.ite,  however 
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tlu'>-  wen-  sent  soiitli  1j\-  train  to  Wolvoliock,  in 
Oran-c  River  folon)-.  near  the  \'aal.  to  form  i)art 
of  a  cordon  tlie  lirilisli  were  trx-in;;-  to  draw  around 
l)e  Wet.  Tliat  exceedinj^ly  clever  commander, 
Mi|)j)lied  uitli  information  b_\-  every  inliabitant  of 
tlie  coini!r\-  tlirou.L;li  wl  k  li  lie  passed,  was  actuallv 
strikin-  acro-^s  countr\-  to  the  north-west  to  join 
tlie  Hoer  forces  north  of  I'retoria.  l'"rom  Wolve- 
hoek  tlie  Canadian  Iiifantr\-,  with  General  Hart's 
Hri-ade,  were  marched  hither  and  thither,  soutli 
and  west.  nortli-ea>t  and  north.  I'lider  ver>-  tr\inL( 
conditions,  such  as  >tron^  winds  and  dust,  they 
did  the  fastest  marchin.^  they  had  ever  done. 
avera;4in:4  sixteen  or  seventeen  miles  a  da> .  \  et  not 
;i  man  fell  out,  and  l.ieut.-C"oI.  Otter  reported  tliat 
tlie>-  stood  the  wDrk  better  than  an\-  others  in  their 
column.  llieir  camijai-n  was  endin-  with  a  record 
performance.  I)e  Wet  the\-  did  not  ^ee,  for  he 
sli])ped  throu-h  Oliph.uU's  Nek  when  no  one  was 
watchini;   it  and   escaped. 

Cieneral  Hart's  UriL;ade  continued  its  northward 
march  to  Kru|j,ersdorp.  twenty-two  miles  west  of 
jo]iannesl)uri;.  Here  the  Hri;4ade  was  disbanded, 
and  the  (anadi.uis  took  tr.iin  for  Pretoria,  and  then 
marched  a  few  mile^  ea^t  alon;.;  the  l)elai;oa  Hay 
Kailwax  to  occupy  .Silveiton  and  I'.erste  l-",ibriekin, 
riie>-  had  comi)lete(l  l.ocx)  miles  of  straiL^lit  marciiiuL; 
since  their  arri\al  in  .South  .\frica. 

A  desire  to  retiUMi  home  was  tiien  dominating; 
the  maiorit\.  When  I  .ord  Roberts  iiKjuired  of 
Lieut. -Col.  ( )tter.  on  Jul)  lOtli.  how  many  of  the 
men    wi>lied    lo    l;o    back    in     way    of    Mn^land    to 
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represent  the  hatt.'ilioii  before  Ilcr  Majesty,  the 
whole  luunber  on  active  clut_\-  vohniteered.  Similar 
incjuiries  in  the  otiier  Canadian  cor[)s  showed  the 
same  result.  But  when  it  beL,^an  to  appear  that, 
althouL;h  the  war  was  practicall\-  over  and  there 
would  be  no  further  work  for  them  to  do  excejjt  to 
occup)-  cain[)s  at  pijints  not  likel>-  to  need  defendini,^ 
they  mi^t^ht  be  kept  in  South  Africa  for  months, 
a  tjjreat  man\-  of  the  first  contingent  were  anxious 
to  return  to  Canada  within  the  year  for  which  the\- 
had  enlisted,  rather  than  wait  for  the  Iinperial 
review. 

In  the  declaration  attached  to  the  oath  of  attesta- 
tion for  the  Canadian  N'olunteers  the  term  of  service 
was  stated  as  six  months  or  one  \ear,  if  reciuired. 
or  "until   sooner  lawfull\-  discharLjed   or   dismissed." 
This    declaration     was    drawn    uj)    b\'    the    militar\- 
branch    of  the    Militia    Department,   and    is    further 
evidence  that  even  this  branch,  which  included  two 
prominent    Imperial  officers,   believed    that    the  war 
would  be  a  sliort  one.     In  the  circumstances  I.ieut.- 
(.■ol.    Otter    wrote    home    for   instructions  as    to    the 
re-eni;aL;ement   of    officers    and    men    for    a    further 
period  ;    but    before    he    received    these    instructions 
he  called    the  attention  of  the   Imperial  authorities 
to    the    near   expir_\-    of    the    term    of  service.       He 
explained    this    by    sa\-ini;  :    "Though    loth    to  give 
them   an\   idea  that   might   be  construed  as  a  desire 
to  avoid    further  ser\ice,    I    cannot   in  justice   to  the 
officers   and    men    of  the  battalion  ignore    the  very 
strong  desire  of  the  majorit\-  to  return  to  their  several 
vocations  with  the  lea>l  jio-ssible  delay  now  that  the 
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cainpaij^ii  is  practically  over. "  Lord  Roberts  cabled 
the  War  Office  and  siiijL^ested  that  arran<;ements 
should  be  made  for  the  re-enlistment  of  the  men 
for  a  further  period  of  two  or  three  months.  In 
forwarding  this  su^Ljcstion  to  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment Mr.  Chamberlain  pointed  out  that  the  soldiers 
from  the  United  Kin<,fdom  had  been  enlisted  to 
.serve  until  the  war  was  ended.  The  Canadian 
Government  was  ready  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements.  On  September  I4tli,  in  answer  to  an 
incjuiry,  the  following  despatch  was  received  from 
Mr.  Chamberlain  :  "  Referring  to  xour  telegram  of 
the  30th  .August.  The  Field-Marshal  Coinmanding- 
in-Chief  in  South  .\frica  has  been  instructed  to 
despatch  from  South  .Africa  members  of  the  Royal 
Canadian  Regiment  not  willing  to  e.xtcnd  period 
of  service,  to  arrive  in  Canada  not  later  than 
15th  October.  In  the  event  of  a  large  number  they 
will  be  sent  direct  to  Canada  b\-  transport  speciallv 
detailed,  otherwise  v/d  lOngland  by  transport  con- 
vexing  invalids."  .A  majorit>-  of  the  off.cers  and  men 
availed  themselves  of  these  provisions  ft)r  their 
return,  and  left  Cape  Town  on  October  .:nd  by 
special    transport   /,/(i/h>,  direct   for  Canada. 

I'rom  the  tone  of  the  references  to  this  subject  it  is 
evident  that  the  Imperial  authorities  would  have 
preferred  that  the  whole  battalion  slnnild  re-enlist. 
l^ut  the  City  Imperial  X'olunteers  were  sent  home  at 
the  same  time  as  the  Canadians,  and  no  appeal  or 
argument  was  used  to  induce  the  men  to  sta\-.  The 
desire  of  the  men  to  return  home  cannot  justly  be 
criticised  ;  and  before  .1  comparison  is  drawn  between 
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those  who  retiiriu.d  and  those  who  elected  to  remain 
it  should  he  borne  in  mind  that  a  lar_t;e  jjroportion  of 
those  wlio  remained  were  members  of  tlie  draft  whose 
terin  nfservicewas  onl\-  little  inore  than  half  expired, or 
members  of  the  I'ermanent  I'orce  in  Canada  wlio  had 
enlisted  for  Sonth  Africa  on  the  understanding;  that 
the  time  spent  aw  a)-  fnun  home  should  count  as  part 
of  the  term  of  tlieir  enlistment  in  the  I'ermanent 
I'orce,  and  who,  therefore-,  had  no  particular  object  in 
returnin;^r,  since  the  camp  life  in  South  Africa  was 
certain  to  prove  more  interesting;  than  barrack  life  in 
Canada.  Ikit  the  men  who  did  come  back  had  left 
positions  in  Canada  to  respond  to  an  exceptional  call. 
The_\-  had  no  intention  of  devotin.i,^  their  lives  to 
militar)-  service.  Tiiey  had  |)ut  in  a  \-ear  of  \ery 
hard  labour  and  were  then  anxious  to  take  attain 
their  places  in  the  civil  community  and  no  longer 
neL,dect  their  chosen  life-work.  It  is  upon  just  such 
men  that  Canada's  hope  and  reliance  must  be  placed. 

Lord  Roberts  reviewed  the  returnint;  detachment 
at  Pretoria  on  September  JOth,  and  after  the  march 
|)ast  addressed  them  thus:  "I  cannot  allow  \-ou  to 
dcjjart  without  expressini;  ,n>-  thanks  for  and 
appreciation  of  your  loyal  services  and  excellent 
work,  especially  at  I'aardeber^,^  on  I'ebruary  j/th.  I 
am  sure  the  jK-ople  of  Canada  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  how  .L;allantl\-  and  how  splendidly  \ou  have 
all   behaved  in  action. 

••  i)ee|)ly  I  re.t,n-et  the  losses  xou  have  suffere<l.  I 
should  have  been  happier  if  you  had  returned  in  your 
full  stren,L;th  ;  but  no  one  could  expect  you  to  pass 
throUi;h  so  arduous  a  campaign  without  losses. 
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"  I  am  sorry  tliat  some  of  you  arc  obliged  to  return 
'oner  than  the  rest  of  the  reLn'meiit,  but  I  recoL;nise 
the  urL;enc>- of  private  affairs.  I  am  confident  that 
the  Oueen  and  the  liritish  peo|)Ie  will  never  f(.r-et 
your  services.  If  it  should  e\er  be  m\-  i^ood  fortune 
ti>  visit  Canada  I  hope  to  meet  you  all  ai;ain." 

I'he  second  detachment  of  the  Infantry  returned 
to  Canada  a  {k:\\  weeks  later  by  wa\-  of  I'jiLiland, 
wluMV  they  were  reviewed  by  the  ( jueen  and  received 
e\ery  mark  of  attention. 

Str.ithcona's  ,'Iorse  was  the  last  body  of  Canadian 
troi»ps  to  leave  .\frica.  I'nder  (leneral  Ikiller  they 
had  taken  part  in  the  ca])ture  of  Amcrspoort,  I*:rmelo, 
Carolina,  Machadadorp,  I,ydenbur<;-.  S])itzkop,  and 
i'il^^rim's  Rest.  Returninj;  to  Machadadorp  on 
October  7th,  the>-  received  instructions  to  turn  over 
their  horses  to  (ieneral  I-"rench  and  entrain  for 
Pretoria.  It  was  apparentl\-  tlie  intention  to  send 
them  home  at  that  time.  On  October  20th,  how- 
ever, the\-  were  reliMrsed  at  Pretoria  and  sent  to 
assist  in  opening;  the  railwa_\-  to  I'otchefstrtjom. 
Here  they  distinj^un'shed  themselves  b\-  the  wa>-  in 
which  the\-  carried  out  their  duty  as  advanced 
<,niar<l  on  November  loth.  The}-  o])ene(l  the  wa_\- 
for  the  m.ain  column,  which,  however,  failed  to  come 
up,  and  when  (jrdered  to  retire  they  took  back  with 
them  si.\  hundred  cattle  and  twelve  hundred  sheep. 
Of  the  operations  General  Barton  thus  wrote  to 
Lieut. -Col.  Steele:  "  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the 
practical  and  effective  manner  in  which  the  duty 
assii^ned  to  \-our  s[)lendid  corps  was  carried  out  by 
yourseil  anil  all  under  \-our  command  \  esterdaw  and 
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I  have  specially  ineiUiDiicd  this  in  my  icpru-t  to  the 
C'.Ct.C.I.  I  only  ret^ret  that  circumstances  prevented 
mv  sii])portin^  your  movement  by  advancin*^  farther 
with  the  main  body."  Troopci  Read,  of  the 
Strathconas.  had  been  captured  after  his  horse  had 
been  killed,  but  he  cleverly  and  darin|,dy  effected 
his  escape  durintj;  the  niujht  and  brought  valuable 
information.  The  Strathconas  joined  the  force 
under  (ieneral  Knox  in  his  strenuous  pursuit  of 
l)e  Wet,  and  after  spendinij  some  weeks  of  forced 
marchini;  throUL^h  the  eastern  ])art  of  Orange  River 
("olony.  they  started  for  home  about  the  midtile  of 
Januar)-. 
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IN'CIDKNTS 

FN-  a  few  chapters  tlie  skeleton  of  a  campai-n  may  be 
traced.      1  he  realit>-,  clothed    with    flesh  and  blood 
sentient  at  tens  of  thousands  of  centres,  knowing'  and' 
expressing  all  human  experiences  from  buoyaircy  to 
grmi     weariness,    from    hope    to    des|)air.    from    the 
homel)-  j,.ys  of  fellowship  to  the   agonies   of  cruel 
death,    fn.m    the    fierce  lust    of  blood    to    the   tran- 
scendent   <MUhusiasm    of    sacrifice,    is    be^-ond    the 
power  of  words  to  reveal.     War,  the  consequence  of 
the  actions  of  rulers  or  legislators,  or  ..f  the  conflict- 
ing as,     atK.ns  of  peoples,  is  a  full  and  terrible  drama 
for  those  who  go  to  fight. 

S^mc    can    follow    everv-    expression    and    every 

•levelopment  in  such  a  drama.     It  is  too  vast  an.l  too 

e..mplex  even  for  the  most  comprehensive  and  most 

sympathetic  imagination.     .\ll  that  can  be  done  is  to 

observe,   or    reconstruct,    representative    actions    or 

smgle  scenes.      As  with  the  fictions  of  playwrights. 

so   with   this  intense  reality,  the  effects   upon  those' 

wh..  watch  differ  accordin-  to  character  an.l    m..od 

■md     according     f.     the    extent     to      which     one 

Identifies   oneself,  ur  is    boun.l    up.  with    those    wh.. 
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act.  Some  individuals  and  some  nations  are  elevated 
and  in\  iijorated  ;  some  are  depressed  and  unnerved  ; 
some  are  basel.v  inflamed.  War  is  an  inspiration,  a 
blii;ht  and  a  provoker  of  dark  passions,  l-'or  the 
world  it  is  a  mixed  [^ood  and  a  mixed  e\il  ;  lor  those 
who  tii,du.  whose  combined  deeds  and  siilTerini^s 
produce  these  effects,  it  is  with  them  as  with  other 
actors,  accordin;.;  to  their  natures  and  accordintj  to 
their  |)arts  ;    but   alwavs   terriljle. 

In  the  .South  African  drama  Canadians  pla\ed  not 
unimportant  parts,  and  pkued  them  v.ell.  1  hev. 
however,  did  onl>- what  others  did.  In  some  thin^^s 
and  on  some  occasions  the>  excelled;  but,  on  their 
record,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the\-  established  a  claim 
to  more  than  eipiality.  That  they  did  this,  despite 
their  inexperience,  is  Ljlory  enoui^h. 

With    a    sense   of   the    awfulness    of    war    always 
pre-ent,  it  is  \  et  upon    the  brighter  scenes  and   more 
heroic  actions  the  mind  would  dwell.     W.ir  is  not  all 
fi-htini;,  nor  is  it   all   drud-ery.     The  work  of  c  m- 
paiL,min;4    is   en;j;rossin;4  and  exhaustin;^' ;  but    never 
yet    has    it    absorbed  the   whole  energies  of   Ikitish 
soldiers.     There    are  hours    of  respite,  and    it   is    in 
them    that    the    abounding'  nature  of  Hritish  ener.t,'\' 
manifests    itself  in    a    dis|)osition    for    acti\e    |)la\. 
Mritish   soldiers  take  with   them    to    war  the  imple- 
ments of  sport.     (  an. idians  share  with  the  jjcople  of 
the  Mother  Countr)    this  love  of  sport      Hecausc  of 
inexperience     the>     did      n(»t    think     to    take    with 
them  balls  or  b.its  ;  but  in  South  .\frica  the>'  pkued 
with  l)orroued  ball>  or  with  those  the>    made  them- 
>elves.     At     .Spriu'^s,    fur    example,    the    (..'anadian 
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Infantry  played  baseball  matches  with  a  home-made 
ball  and  the  handle  o\  a  pickaxe  for  a  bat.  A^^ainst 
teams  from  other  regiments  the  Canadians  displa}ed 
their  prowess  at  football.  While  E  Battery  was  in 
camp  at  De  Aar  a  team  from  the  corps  won  an 
Association  football  match  from  the  Essex  Regiment 
b\-  the  score  of  two  goals  to  one.  As  the  Essex 
Regiment  had  held  the  championship  of  the  camp 
the  victory  was  one  worth  gaining.  The  Canadian 
team  consisted  of  Wilson,  Rawlings.  Reynolds, 
Byrnes.  Evans,  Boyce,  O'Reilly,  Eerguson,  Smith' 
Uhitton,  Ham  ley,  and  Crcighton. 

On  (lood  Eridax-,  at  JMoemfontein,  the  officers  of 
the  Canadian  Infantry  played  Rugby  football  against 
the  officers  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders  and  won.  If 
there  were  return  matches  in  which  the  Canadians 
were  defeated,  the  Canatlian  correspondents  did  not 
report  them.  In  other  forms  of  athletics  also,  in 
tugs-of-war,  running  and  jumping,  the  Canadians  had 
their  share  of  successes. 

Battles  were,  after  all.  only  incidents  in  the  Scjuth 
African  war.  The  Canadian  Infantrv  were  engaged 
some  forty  times  in  ten  months.  The  main  action 
was  marching.  As  (.ne  of  the  privates  said  when 
invalided  home.  "  It's  not  the  fighting  that  kills,  it's 
the  marching."  Bearing  a  soldier's  burden,  faint  with 
hunger,  with  throats  parched  and  lips  cracked  from 
lack  <.f  water,  perhaps  in  the  first  weakness  of  disease, 
footsore  and  desperately  wear.v.  the  men  tramped  on. 
But.  again,  the  drudgery  of  marching  was  lightened 
and  enlivened  by  a  sense  of  comradeship ;  bv  the 
jests    and    flashes    of    hiunour  ;     b>-    the    occasional 
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glimpses  from  an  eminence  f>f  the  vastncss  of  an  army 
corps  in  motion  ;  by  regimental  singing ;  and  b\-  all 
the  sounds  of  war  and  movement— the  swishing  of 
thousands  of  feet,  the  click  of  arms,  the  rattle  of 
wagg.Mis,  ihj  yelU  of  the  n  itive  drivers,  the  clank 
of  artillerw 

At  the  end  of  the  long  day,  too,  there  was  the 
camp-fire,  around  which,  when  not  too  exhausted, 
the  men  would  gather  with  their  pipes  and  recount 
the  events  of  the  day  or  retell  the  stories  of  past  days. 
.\t  such  times  concerts  were  iiopular.  One  of  these 
"camp-fires"  was  described  by  Mr.  II.  S.  White,  of 
the  Montreal  Stnr  : — 

"  As  its  name  implies,  the  prominent  feature  of  this 
militar\-  social  function  is  a  fire  To  make  the 
entertainment  thoroughl)-  successful  this  should  be  as 
large  as  possible,  illuminating  with  its  soaring  blaze 
the  whole  wi<le  circle  around  which  the  soldiers 
gather,  and  within  which  the  performers  one  after 
the  other  take  up  their  stand  in  full  view  of  every- 
body. To  keep  up  a  fire  of  this  nature  on  the  Karoo 
means  a  lot  of  hard  work.  The  biggest  thing  in  the 
shape  of  timber  is  a  low  bu^h,  that  grows  seldom 
higher  than  a  man's  knee.  It  takes  a  lot  of  such 
fuel  to  make  a  big  bla/.e,  and  it  kept  several  of  our 
bovs  hustling  to   produce  even   a  fairly  respectable 

fire. 

".Around  this  fire  on  the  lonely,  desolate  Karoo— 
150  miles  from  a  railway,  and  I  don't  know  how 
many  thousands  of  miles  away  from  the  homes  of 
everybody  pre-rnt- -there  gathered  our  bo\  s  from  the 
pr.iii'ie  and   the    older  provinces,  the  bushmen  from 
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Western  Australia  and  tlieir  kinsmen  from  Xew 
Zealand,  and  the  cross-country  riders  from  the  hills 
and  dales  of  merry  old  Derbyshire.  With  such 
di\erse  talent  to  draw  from,  it  was  no  wonder  that 
there  was  much  to  amuse  and  interest  everybody, 
much  that  everybody  heard  for  the  first  time.  Our 
boys  sang  the  familiar  '  Alouette,  gentille  Alouette,' 
and  the  Xew  Zealanders,  the  Western  Australians, 
and  the  men  from  Derb\shire  were  fairl\-  carried 
awa\-  with  delight.  They  had  never  heard  anjthing 
like  it  before,  and,  strange  .as  it  ma\'  appear  to  \ou  at 
home,  the}'  could  not  get  enough  of  it,  but  had  to 
have  it  over  and  o\er  again.  Then  came  Australia's 
turn.  One  of  the  boys  from  the  southern  continent 
gave  a  wild,  dashing,  bushman's  song,  with  a  chorus 
to  it  like  a  cross  between  a  Maori  war-whoop  and  a 
Red  Indian's  yell,  and  it  was  the  turn  of  our  boys  to 
be  surprised  and  delighted.  So  the  entertainment 
went  -  with  gems  of  popular  songs  from  almost  every 
corner  of  the  Kmpire — rrench-Canadian  songs  and 
recitations;  college  choruses  from  McGill,  Queen's, 
and  Toronto  ;  the  songs  of  the  bush  and  the  chase 
from  Australia  and  Xew  Zealand  ;  and  the  good  old 
hunting  song;?  from  the  country-sides  1  f  Merrie  Okie 
I'.ngland — one  after  the  other  in  quick  successi(jn, 
until  'last  post'  rang  out  through  the  clear,  calm 
air,  and  after  singing  '(Jod  Save  the  Oueen,'  in  a  wa>- 
that  would  have  been  a  wholesome  lesson  to  any  of 
our  rebel  friends  if  they  could  have  been  present,  the 
crowd  reluctantly  se|)arated,  and  every  man  groped 
his  \\a\'  'home'  to  the  particular  spot  on  the  Karoo 
where  his  blanket  la\-  spread,  into  which  he  |)ri)m|)tly 
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rawlcd.  cheered  and  inspirited  by  the  simple  enter- 
tainment." 

Another  notable  "camp-fire"  was  that  which  K 
Battery  organised  amonij  Sir  Charles  Warren's 
column  to  celebrate  Dominion  Day. 


MKAim-ONAs  AT   CAI'K   TliW\. 


One  of  the  greatest  hardships  was  the  lack  of 
sufficient  food,  which  generally  had  to  be  borne  just 
when  most  work  was  being  done,  for  it  was  when  the 
men  were  marching  hardest  that  the  transport  failed 
to  keep    up.     One   Canadian    soldier    naivel\-   wrote 
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home  to  his  mother :  "  If  a  chap  ijot  ])lent)-  to  eat  he 
could  do  a  lot  more."     If  a  man  had  had  nothiti.i;  to 
eat  but  one  or  two  army  biscuits  a  day  and  came  to  a 
farmyard  in  which  there  were  poultry,  pit;s,  or  cattle, 
he  was  sorely  tempted   to  break  the  arm\-  rules  and 
"  loot  "  a  <rood  meal.     And  it  is  to  be  feared  that  he 
did  not  often  resist  the  temptation.    Canadians  looted 
with  the  rest ;  they  were  jierhaps  neither  hotter  nor 
worse  than  the  others.     Some  of  them  were  caught 
and  punished,  as,  for  example,  the  man  who  stole  a 
chicken    near    Taardeberg  and  was  court-martialled 
and  .sentenced  to  fift\-si.\  da\s  "  .\o.  2."     Hut  at  that 
time  the  penalty  for  lootinj^f  was  death,  and  he  escaped 
easily.      The  full  record  of  the  punishments  meted  out 
to  Canadians  for  l')oting  and  other  offences  will  never 
be  known  in  Canada,  for  l)e  Wet  captured  the  train 
on  which  the  ret,M"mental   defaulter  books  and  other 
important  ret,nmental  records  of  the  first  contingent, 
for  the  earl)-  part  of  the  campaign,  were  being  con- 
vexed  north  fnjm  Hlocmfontein,  and  burned  them. 
Minor  offences  of  various  kinds  may  be  chargeable 
against  the  Canadians,  but  tliere  seems  to  have  been 
only  one  deep  stain  on  their  good  name.     Two  men 
of  the  1st  Hattalion  of  the  Canadian   .Mounted  Rifles 
were  guilt\-  of  treason  in  seizing  arms  from  the  Hoers 
and  selling  them  back  again.    The)-  did  not  act  alon_, 
but  in  conjunction  with  some  men   from  other  regi- 
ments.    In  reporting  tlie  affair  to  Canada,  Lieut. -Col. 
Lessard  stated  that  he  could  offer  no  excuse  for  their 
act,  but  he  believed  that  another  man  was  the  ring- 
leader.    Hoth  men  concenu-d  were  members  of  the 
Permanent  I'orce  in  Canada,  from  which  they  enlisted 
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for  South  Africa.  The  Militia  Order  issued  at 
Ottawa  on  Auj^ust  I2th  dechired  that  these  two  men, 
"havin;j^  been  convicted  of  collectin<^  arms  from  the 
burghers  without  authority,  and  seUint;  them  back 
again  to  the  enemy, and  sentenced  t(j  ten  \ears'  penal 
servitude,  are  hereby  struck  off  the  strcnt;th  of  the 
Canadian  Militia."  A  member  of  their  troop  wrote 
home :  "  We  Canadians  feel  the  disLjrace  keenly,  and 
would  be  quite  content  to  see  them  shot  dead  for  their 
offence." 

Reference  has  been  made  to  a  few  of  the  acts 
of  individual  bravery,  coolness,  and  resourcefulness 
amon<f  the  Canadians  which  came  under  the  exes 
of  correspondents  or  were  reported  b\'  officers.  A 
t)pical  instance  of  coolness  was  the  "  bluff"  put  up 
by  the  three  troopers  of  the  Strathconas,  who  became 
separated  from  their  comrades  when  the  town  ot 
Carolina  was  reached,  and  held  the  town  all  nij^ht  by 
giving  it  out  that  they  were  an  advanced  picket  within 
hailing  distance  of  assistance.  The  Strathconas  had 
simply  made  a  raid  upon  Carolina  to  capture  and 
destroy  any  ammuniti<tn  the\-  could  find,  and  were 
under  strict  orders  not  kj  attempt  to  hold  the  place. 
They  drove  the  enemy  back  beyond  the  town,  and, 
quickly  performing  their  wcjrk,  retired  at  once.  Three 
men,  who  had  fallen  behind,  arrived  after  the  others 
had  <leparted.  .As  night  was  coming  on  the\-  thought 
it  more  dangerous  to  set  out  in  search  oi  their  com- 
rades than  to  remain  where  the>-  were ;  so  they 
quietly  assumed  the  /vVf'of  a  picket,  and  b\-  preserving 
a  bold  and  confident  attitude  completely  deceived  the 
inhabitants,  and  through   them  the  armed    Hoers  in 
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the  ncighb<jurhoocl.     Just  before  dawti  they  slipped 
off  and  safely  regained  their  corps. 

Private  Thompson,  of  the  Canadian  Infantry,  was 
awarded  one  of  the  four  scarves  which  the  Queen 
knitted  for  the  four  Colonials  performing  the  bravest 
deeds.  Thompson's  action  was  thus  written  about  in 
a  letter  to  the  I-ricnd,  the  paper  published  by  the 
Soldiers  in  Bloemfonttin  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  a  paragraph  appearing 
in  your  paper  of  past  date  under  the  heading  of 'Acts 
of  Bravery  Performed  during  the  War.'  allow  me  to 
quote  one  which  I  witnessed  at  Paardeberg  on  the 
morning  of  Cronje's  surrender  on  the  27th  of 
Kebruar)-.  Mver\-  one  knows  of  the  gallant  display 
made  by  the  Royal  Canadians  on  that  never-to-be- 
forgotten  morning,  and  how,  as  daylight  broke,  thev 
had  again  occupied  their  trenches,  leaving  sixty  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  field.  As  the  sun  came  up 
behind  the  kopjes,  revealing  once  more  to  Cronje  and 
his  men  the  exact  position  of  our  trenches,  they 
opened  a  hcav\-  fire  upon  them,  and  woe  to  the  man 
who  was  indiscreet  enough  to  show  his  head  antl 
shoulders  above  the  earthworks.  Between  the 
position  and  the  Hoer  trenches  lay  the  Canadian  dead 
and  d)ing.  About  5.30  a  wounded  man,  about  500 
yards  away,  was  seen  to  be  making  for  our  trenches 
under  a  heavy  fire,  but  was  at  last  observed  to  fall. 
Now  and  then  between  the  volle\s  he  was  seen  to 
wave  his  hands  as  if  for  assistance.  Suddenly,  from 
the  left  of  our  trenches,  a  form  was  .seen  to  climb  the 
earthworks   in    front  u{   our  trenches,  and,  jumping 
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(l„un.    to    make    strai-ht    for   the    place   where   the 
u(nin<le<l  lav.  about  90  >ar(ls  from  ire  Huer  trenches 
UtterlN-  rc-ardless  of  the  scathiiiii  fire  which  hissed 
arouiul    him.    he    ran    .mi    and    at    last    reached    the 
wounded  man  and  tried  to  lift  him.  but  it  was  too 
late,  for  the  poor  fellow  had  breathed  his  last.    Seeing 
it  was  of  no  avail,  his  would-be  rescuer  walked  back 
over  the  -round  he  had  covered,  and  althoui;h  bullets 
whistled  around  him  and  tore  up  the  -round  in  every 
direction,  he  cooUv  regained  his  trenches  with  a  pipe 
stuck  between  his  teeth.     I  have  since  ascertained  his 
name  was  Private  Thomi)son,of  the  Royal  Canadians, 
and  although  1  do  not  know  whether  his  case  is  one 
recommended  for  distinction  or  not.  still  I  have  never 
durin"  the  campaign  seen  a  case  of  such  coolness  and 
plucl^as  that  dispiaved  b>-  Private  Thompson.     Con- 
sidering the  galling  fire  that  swept  the  distance  of 
four  or  five  hundred  yards,  which  he  o.vered  in  his 
endeaviHir  to  reach  the  wounded  man,  also  his  close 
proximitv  to  the  Hoer  trenches,  it  seems  marvellous 
that  he  ever  lived  to  get  within  four  hundred  \ards  of 
him.  not  to  mention  getting  back  without  a  scratch. 
I       case  is  one  of  the  most  deserving  of  recognition, 
coming  as  it  does  from    amongst  the  ranks  of  the 
gallant  Canadian  Volunteers,  by  whose  side  we  have 
fought  and  marched  since  we  left  Craspan.  and  than 
whom  a  jollier  or  pluckier  lot  of  bo>s  never  lived. 

"ONK   of   Till-:    (loKKoNS    \VIH»   WAS   Tlir.RK." 
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Marching,  fighting,  and  fatigue  work  were  the 
„pciations'in  which  the  \ast  majority  of  Canadians 
had  their  testing,  but  some  .)f  them  had  opportunities 
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to  show  their  (iiiality  in  other  kinds  of  work.  The 
officers,  of  course,  had  such  directing  as  officers  of 
battalions,  companies  and  sections  do  have  in  war- 
time, and  seem  to  have  carried  out  what  they  had  to 
do  creditabl}'.  At  times  thc>'  were  placed  in  very 
difficult  positions  and  had  to  determine  their  course 
independently  of  advice  or  assistance  from  Imperial 
officers. 

In  a  somewhat  lari^^er  sphere  Lieut.-Col.  Otter  was 
more  than  once  Camp  Commandant,  as,  for  example, 
for  a  short  time  at  Helmont  Camp  and  for  a  Ion-; 
time  at   Springs.     Then,  too,  in  the  march  toward 
Kenhardt,  when  Sir  Charles  Parsons  went    forward 
with    the   advanced    guard,    Lieut.-Col.    Drury   had 
command  of  the  main  column,  and  as  the  Canadian 
officers  under    him   happened  to  outrank  the  other 
officers    with    the     column,    practicall)-    the    whcjle 
management  was   in   the   hands   of  the  Canadians. 
Staff  dut\-  was  also  ijerforrned  b\-  Canadians.     I'or 
example,  Major  Denison  was  on  Lord  Roberts'  Staff, 
Lieut.-Col.  Sam  Hughes,  Major  Dobcll,  and   others 
on    Brigade  and  Divisional  Staffs  ;    the  Staff  of  the 
Canadian  Brigade  Division  of  .Artillery,  under  Lieut.- 
Col.  Drur\-,  who  were  left  without  duties  when  the 
Hricade  Division  was  broken  up  into  batteries,  were 
appointed  to  General  Haden- Powell's  Stall. 

in  more  purely  administrative  work,  also,  Canadians 
found  opportunities  larger  than  thtjse  afforded  b>-  the 
•-equirements  of  their  corps.  The  work  of  the  Post 
Office  corps  might,  perhaps,  be  included  in  this  class. 
.\b(ne  all  the  other  Canadians  in  administrative 
work  stands  Lieut.-Col.  Girouard,  the  Director  of  Rail- 
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\va\s,  ;uul  four  or  five  responsible  positions  under 
him  were  filled  by  Canadians.  Lieut.-Col.  Gordon 
had  experience  with  base  work  and  line-of-com- 
munication  work,  as  well  as  Staff  work  at  Divisional 
Headquarters  and  active  operations  in  the  field. 
After  the  capture  of  Pretoria  he  i.  turned  to  Cape 
Town  and  took  up  the  duties  of  Deput\-Assistant- 
Adjutant-Gencral  for  the  Australians.  Licut.-Col. 
J.  L.  Hij^^ar  was  for  a  time  D.A.A.G.  for  both 
Canadians  and  Australians,  but  he  afterwards  handed 
over  to  Lieut.-Col.  Gordon  the  work  for  the  Aus- 
tralians to  take  up  the  Red  Cross  work  which  Lieut.- 
Col.  Ryerson  was  resigning.  Among  other  things  he 
saw  to  it  that  invalided  Canadians,  as  the\-  embarked 
for  Canada,  were  provided  with  a  com[)lete  outfit  of 
clothing  and  comforts  and  ten  shillings  in  cash. 

Major  J.  C.  ^Lacdougall  became  D.A..A.G.  for 
Railway  Transport.  He  had  studied  the  problems 
of  transport  at  the  Ro\al  Military  College  in  Canada. 
The  man  holding  the  position  of  D.A.A.G.  for  Rail- 
way Transport  was  responsible  for  the  transport  b\- 
rail  between  the  base  and  the  armv  in  the  field,  of  all 
the  troops,  ordnance,  animals,  and  supplies  for  the 
whole  British  arm>-,  and  was  also  responsible  for  the 
audit  of  the  accounts  between  the  railwa\'  and  the 
War  Office.  He  had  been  invalided  from  Belmont 
to  Ca[)e  Town,  and,  after  he  was  able  to  leave  the 
hospital,  entered  the  office  for  railway  transport  in  a 
subordinate  position.  Changes  were  made  in  the 
staff  above  him,  and  he  was  finall)  chosen  by  Lieut.- 
Col.  Girouard  as  head  of  the  department. 

Lieutenant   A.   Clyde  Caldwell    was    invalided    to 
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Cape  Town  from  Taardcbcrj;.  When  he  left  the 
hospital  he  was  attached  to  the  mapping  section  of 
the  Intelligence  Department,  and  a  short  time  after- 
ward, when  the  officer  in  charge  was  sent  to  take  up 
other  duties.  Lieutenant  Caldwell  was  given  his 
position.  Another  Canadian,  also,  Lieutenant 
McLean,  attracted  the  attention  of  Lord  Methuen 
by  his  skill  in  map-making,  and  on  his  recommenda- 
tion received  a  commission  in  the  Imperial  Artiller\-. 
lie  was  onl>-  one  of  several  who  were  for  various 
reastius  recommended  and  given  commissions  in  the 
Imperial  army. 

Another  office,  administrative  in  its  nature,  was 
that  of  Red  Cross  Commis-oner.  Since  December 
I,  1896,  Canada  has  had  a  Red  Cross  Society,  with 
local  branches  all  over  the  Dominion.  The  Society 
is  itself  a  branch  of  the  British  National  Society. 
Its  first  contributions  were  sent  direct  to  Lieut.-Col. 
Otter  for  distribution,  according  to  his  judgment, 
among  the  members  of  the  first  contingent.  It  was 
out  of  the  funds  of  this  Society  that  Lieut.-Col.  Otter 
was  able,  for  example,  to  provide  for  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  men  a  good  Christmas  dinner 
at  a  cost  of  ^120,  and  to  provide  e.xtra  food  on  other 
occasions,  as  well  as  extra  clothing  and  hospital 
comforts.  Hy  the  time  he  reached  Hloemfontein 
Lieut.-Col.  Otter  had  received  over  S5.000  from  the 
Societw  When  Canadian  invalids  were  sent  from 
the  regimental  to  the  various  base  hospitals,  or  were 
left  behind  when  the  regiment  marched  forward,  it 
became  manifestly  impossible  for  him  to  oversee  the 
distribution  of  aid  in  all  cases  of  need.     As  the  same 
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...lulitioii  of  affjiirs  would  inc\it;ibl\-  arise  with  the 
other  contin^feiits  sent  out.  and  would  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  the  commanding offieers  to  proper))- dis- 
tribute the  supi)lies,  the  Society  decided  to  send  out 
its  own  Commissioner.  Lieut.-Col.  G.  Sterling 
K\erson.   M.I").,    Chairman   of  the    Kxecutive    Com- 
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inittee  of  tiie  Society  and  its  original  organi'-er, 
offered  his  sii\  u  es,  and  sailed  on  the  Arc///v;///W//  with 
the  fir-'t  detachment  of  tlie  second  contingent. 

.\fti'r  spending  a  ^cw  da\  s  at  Cape  Town  Lieut.- 
Col.  K\erson.on  l''elniar\-  iSlh  started  for  KimberleN'. 
.\t  Orange  Kiver  lu-  was  forced  to  wait  until  the  rail- 
\v;i\-  line  was  o|)ened,  and   while  there  acted   for  the 
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Hritisli  Societv,  at  the  icHiucst  of  Sir  John  Fiirlcy,  the 
Ikitish  Chief  Commissioner.  Getting  through  to 
Kimborley  on  the  first  train  to  reach  the  town  after 
its  relief,  he  was  just  in  time  to  estabh'sh  liimself  and 
then  tai<e  supph'es  of  condensed  food  and  other  com- 
forts across  country  to  Paardeberi;,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  da\-  after  Cronje's  surrender,  and  was  heartily 
welcomed  b\-  the  Canadians.  Returnini;  to  Kim- 
berley  hi'  was  able  to  be  of  service  t(j  more  than  his 
own  countrymen,  as  tiie  foilowinj^  corrcs])ondence 
siiows.  On  Ma\-  24th  Mr.  Chamberlain  wrote  to 
I^ord  Minto : — 

"  yi\  Lord, —  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  }ou  for  communication  to  your  Ministers,  copy 
of  a  despatch  which  the  .Secretar\-  of  State  for  War 
has  received  from  the  J'ield-Nfarshal  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  .South  .\frica.  res|)ectin^  the 
•^food  work  done  by  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  .Society 
at  Kimberle)'. 

"  I  observe  with  jjre.it  pleasure  the  hi^h  terms  in 
which  Lord  Roberts  and  Lord  .Methucn  have  reported 
on  tile  work  of  the  Society.     I  have,  &c,, 

"Signed)     J.  Cii.\M1!I;kI-.\IN." 

The  enclosures  were  as  follows  :  — 

"  NFv  L(>Kl>,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-(jeneral  Lord  Methuen, 
bearing;  testimony  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  the 
Canadian  Red  Cross  .Societ)'  at  Kimberley.  'I'lie 
Ro\al  .\rin\-  Medical  Corps  were  working  at  Kim- 
berle\   at  ver\   hij^h  pressure,  owin^  to  the  fact  that 
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our  own  \v..uik1c(1  from  I'aardcbei-,'  were  sent  m  to 
that  place.  Marl  it  not  been  for  the  exertions  of  the 
Mayor  of  Kiniberlev  in  providin-;  accommodation, 
the'  kindness  of  the  Sisters  at  the  Nazareth  Home 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  community,  and  the  ener-y 
and  zeal  of  Lieut.-f..l.  Ryerson.  M.D.,  and  the 
C-anadian  Red  Cross  S..ciety  the  condition  of  the 
sick  and  w..unded  uould  have  been  different  to 
what   I   found  it  on  m>-  visit  there  last  month. 

"(Sii,nied!      Rol-.l-KTS.  FiKI.D-MAKSIIAI.." 

•'Cliir.l    (M    St.mi.— I   wish  to  brins  before  the 
(ommander-in-Chicf    the    fine    and    un.>stentatious 
work  performed  hv  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  Society 
here    under    the    -uidance    of    Lieut.-(^^1.    R>ers..n. 
M.I).     The  sick  and  wounded  came  from  I'aardeber^' 
in  too  l.ir-e  numbers  and  at  too  '^rcat  a  pace  for  me 
to  meet  the  medical  raiuirement-.     The  Kimberle.v 
people  found  halls  and   schools  and  as  many  beds 
as  thev  could,  but    three    hundred   trestle-beds  and 
extra  blimkets  ai.i.eared.  so  far  as  I  could  make  out. 
from  the  skies.     Only  yesterday  I   '"ound   l''^'"t-^  <>'; 
Ryerson  had  seen  our  wants  and  had  -ot  De  Heers 
men  to  make  the  beds,  had  bou-ht  the  blankets  ami 
hospital  re.iuirement^.  and  placed  these  thm-s  m  the 
hospital  without  sayin-  a  w-.rd  to  any  -me.     Here  at 
anv  rate,  is  money  spent  in  a  i.ractical  manner,  the 
a.^ent  a  medical  man  who  .iscertains  the  place  where 
iCl  is  re.iuired  and  who  uses  his  .,wn  jud-ment  as  to 
vvhat  is  re.iuire<l.     Lieut.-Col.  Ryers.m  leaves  f.-day. 
and  has  left  me  a  che.|U"  to  spen.l  as  1  think  Ivst  f..r 
the  sick. 
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"  Four  Canadian  nurses  come  here  to-day.  The 
Canadian  Red  Cross  Society  have  taken  so  much 
interest  in  the  work  that  I  should  be  glad  if  this 
testimony  to  good  done  by  the  Society,  through 
Lieut.-Col.  Rycrson,  might  be  known  to  the  president 
of  the  Society. 

"(Signed)     Methuen, 
"  Lieutenant-General  Commanding  First  Division." 


While  at  Kimberley  Lieut.-Col.  R)crson  was  him- 
self laid  up  for  ten  days  with  fever.  On  his  recovery 
he  returned  to  Cape  Town  to  secure  supplies,  and 
then  st  '•jd  for  Ulocmfontcin.  As  the  bridges  had 
not  yet  been  restored  he  spent  some  da}-s  at  the 
hospitals  at  De  Aar,  Naauwpoort,  and  Xorval's  Pont, 
and  then  got  through  to  Bloemfontein  on  the  first 
train  to  go  north  from  Cape  Colony,  liloemfontein 
remained  his  headquarters  until  July  1st,  when  he 
returned  to  Canada.  On  April  25th  he  had  been 
appointed  Hritish  Red  Cross  Commissioner,  and  was 
from  that  time  in  charge  of  all  the  Red  Cross  work 
in  connection  with  Lord  Roberts's  main  army.  He 
established  a  branch  depot  at  Kroonstadt,  and  great 
(]uantities  of  supplies  passed  through  his  hands. 
The  staff  he  gathered  about  him — two  travelling 
agents,  one  sergeant,  and  si.K  men — were  all  Canadians. 
Three  times  he  tried  to  reach  Pretoria,  but  De  Wet 
each  time  blew  up  the  railway  ahead  of  him.  When 
he  left  Lieut.-Col.  Biggar  undertook  his  work  as  far 
as  care  for  the  comfort  of  returning  Canadian  invalids 
was  concerned,  and   Rev.   Mr.   .\'mond,  one  of  the 
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chaplains    with    the    first    contingent,    remained    as 
travelling  agent. 

The  Canadian  nurses  were  moved  from  hospital  to 
hospital  as  the  needs  of  the  service  demanded,  and 
were    kept    constantly    employed.      The    Canadian 
doctors,   too,   were    hard   worked.      Dr.    Fiset.   who 
is  a  l-'rcnch-Canadian,  appeared  on  one  occasion  in 
a  quasi-diplomatic  ro/e.        .n   account  of  illness    he 
had  been  left  behind  at  Ileilbron  when  the  Canadian 
Infantr\-   marched    on    toward    Pretoria.      De   Wet 
shortly  afterwards  occupied  the  town,  and,  although 
the  doctor  had  recovered  the  Hoers  would  not  allow 
him  to  leave.     In  the  course  of  an  interview  Dc  Wet 
expressed  surprise  that  an\-  one  with  IVench  blood 
.should  be  assisting  the  Hritish.     When  he  learned 
Dr.  Fiset  was  a  French-Canadian  Dc  Wet  inquired 
in    a    most    interested    way   how     he    I'rench   were 
treated    in    Canada— whether  they  were  allowed   to 
retain    their   own    language,  ami   how  the   relations 
between  the  races  had  been  adjusted  under  Hritish 
institutions.     The  answers  given  by  the  doctor  were 
the  best  of  materials  upon  which  to  base  arguments 
for  an  early  and  honourable  peace  ;  but  the  approach 
of  (ieneral    Macdonald  with  the   Highland    Brigade 
spoiled  a  diplomatic  opportunity,  and  left  the  doctor 
free  t(J  return  to  the  special  duties  of  his  profession. 
It  may  be   found   that  what  C  anada  has  accom- 
plished in  solving  the  race  problem  is  not  her  least 
contribution   towards  the  South  .African   settlement. 
.Anotiier   chapter    in    her   histor\  — the   rebellion   of 
1837  — has   also   been    searched    for   suggestions,   as 
tho  discussions  at  Cape  Town  show. 
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To  relieve  the  pressure  upon  the  medical  staff  and 
hospital  accommodations,  great  numbers  of  the  sick 
and  wounded,  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  travel, 
were  invalided  to  England.  Canadian  sick  and 
wounded  were  sent  with  the  rest.  The  experiences 
in  all  cases  were  very  much  alike.  Having  been 
passed  from  field  hospitals  to  several  different  base 
hospitals  in  South  Africa,  the  men  embarked  for 
Kngland  and  were  there  distributed  among  the 
English  hospitals.  When  they  were  sufficiently 
recovered  tliey  were  .sent  home  to  Canada  in  detach- 
ments. Some  were  granted  furloughs  and  spent 
a  ^cw  weeks  in  luigland  outside  the  hospitals  before 
they  left  for  liome ;  and  a  comparatively  small 
number  returned  to  South  Africa  to  rejoin  their 
c(jrp.s. 

At  first  there  was  a  lack  of  system  in  the  wa)-  the 
War  Office  dealt  with  the  invalided  Canadians,  and 
sttjries  of  neglect  appeared  in  the  English  press.  It 
seems  that  .some  men  on  furlough  did  wander  aim- 
le.ssly  about,  and  a  few  of  them  spent  a  night  or  two 
in  the  (tjjen  ;  but  if  any  of  them  were  without  money 
they  had  no  one  to  blame  but  them.selves,  for  they 
had  gone  on  furlough  at  their  own  recjuest  and  had 
received  the  regular  advance  of  pay.  In  a  letter  to 
Lord  Strathcona,  the  Canadian  High  Commissioner, 
a  number  of  the  Canadians  then  in  London  protested 
vigorously  that  they  had  nrithing  to  complain  of  and 
were  most  appreciative  of  the  cordial  treatment  they 
had  received  at  the  hands  of  all  clas.ses  in  England. 
\\y  regulations  issued  on  August  1st  the  War  Office 
laid  down  a  system  for  the  discharge  and  transporta- 
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tiun  to  Canada  of  all  who  wished  to  return,  and  n(j 
more  delays  occurred.  Before  leaving,  a  'gratuity 
of  /"5  was  paid  to  each  man. 

Many  special  marks  of  attention  were  received  by 
the  Canadians  in  England,  especially  by  the  first 
detachments  to  arrive.  They  had  practically  the 
freedom  of  London,  and  were  often  entertained  by 
individuals  and  societies.  The  Queen  visited  more 
than  one  of  the  hospitals,  and  a  few  of  the  Canadians 
will  cherish  personal  words  spoken  by  her.  One 
party  of  thirty-nine  was  presented  to  the  I'rince  and 
Princess  of  Wales  at  a  garden  party  of  the  (irenadier 
(iuards,  and  the  Prince  spoke  to  the  French-Canadians 
in  French. 

Of  the  many  who  found  soldiers'  graves,  and  who 
lie  scattered  all  along  the  lines  of  .advance  from  mid- 
ocean  to  Komati  I'oort — it  was  their  lot  to  be  cast  as 
victims  in  this  tragedy.  Their  fate  is  one  element  in 
the  drama  which  British  people  have  watched  intently 
and  with  anxious  eagerness,  and  which  they  will 
ponder  for  years  to  come.  In  all  its  effects  for  good 
they  have  their  share.  The  Canadian  heart  must 
often  travel  the  irregular  path  they  mark  ;  and  heart 
will  meet  heart  there. 
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TllKEE  thousand  Cinaclians  went  to  South  Afiica; 
five  million  remained  at  home.  What  was  the  rela- 
tion of  the  three  thousand  to  the  five  million  ?  If 
the  Canadian  contingents  were  no  more  than  fighting 
expeditions  of  a  few  hundred  \-oung  men  who  were 
only  adventurous  individuals  with  no  representative 
character,  then  the  subject  is  interesting,  perhaps,  but 
not  important.  That  number  of  men  willing  to  fight 
could  be  found  in  almost  any  country ;  and  the  addi- 
tion of  three  thousand  to  the  Hritish  army  did  not 
turn  the  scale  from  defeat  to  victor}-.  If,  however, 
the  Canadian  soldiers  went  forth  as  representatives 
of  the  Canadian  peo|)le,  their  doings  are  in  a  high 
degree  im{)ortant.  If  thej-  were  sent  in  a  repre- 
sentative capacit}-,  then  their  going  m.irked  the 
decision  of  a  people  ;  it  was  not  merely  the  impulsive 
choice  of  a  few  restless  spirits.  If  the  people  who 
sent  them  looked  upon  them  as  their  representatives 
in  the  field,  then  every  deed  of  valour  or  endurance 
had  its  significance  and  its  effect ;  it  is  not  necessary 
to  consider  how  far  the  outcome  of  the  war,  or  of  any 
battle,  was  determined  by  them. 
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Many  Canadians  f()Ut:jht  with  the  forces  of  the 
L'nitecl  States  in  the  war  with  Spain  ;  but  no  lasting 
effects  can  be  traced  to  them,  because  they  were  not 
accepted  b\-  the  ("anaflian  ])eople  as  representatives. 
The  L'nited  States  did  not  need  these  men  ;  neither 
did  Hritain  reall\-  need  the  three  thousand.  Any 
importance  attached  to  the  latter  that  does  not 
belong  also  to  the  former  must  be  derived,  not  from 
their  superior  numbers,  but  from  their  representative 
character. 

It  is  one  question  whether  the  South  African 
X'olunteers  were  technically  a  national  force  and 
were  despatched  as  such,  and  another  question 
whether  the  people  of  Canada  accepted  them  as 
their  representatives  anfl  so  regarded  them.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Imperial  Government 
desired  contingents  offered  b\-  the  Governments  of 
the  Colonies,  and,  therefore,  technically  representa- 
tive ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  majority  of  the 
Canadians  who  took  part  in  the  discussions  on  the 
subject  were  in  favour  of  official  action  by  the 
Government.  But  Parliament  had  no  opportunit\- 
of  voting  on  the  matter,  and  the  Government  has 
been  inclined  to  interpret  its  action  as  the  assisting 
of  individual  volunteers  to  reach  South  Africa,  rather 
than  as  the  sending  of  a  national  force.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  that  the  Government  had  no  constitu- 
tional authority  for  sending  soldiers  out  of  the 
countr>-  for  a  dut\-  which  was  not  connected  with 
the  defence  of  Canadian  territory.  Whether  or  not 
the  position  thus  ta'ken  to  quiet  the  fears  of  those 
who  did  not  wish  the  countr\-  too  full)-  committed  to 
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a  line  of  policy  is  tenable,  in  the  face  of  the  fact 
that  the  Government  used  its  official  machinery 
for  announcing  the  enrolment,  for  conducting  the 
enrolment  and  selecting  officers,  and  provided  the 
equipment  out   of  the   public   stores   and    paid   the 


SIR   Wll.lKll)    I.AIRIKK  ADDKKSSINC,   TllK,   STK ATHCdNAS. 

charges  out  of  the  public  treasury,  may  be  debatable. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  question  whether  or  not  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  Canada  accepted  the  Volunteers  as 
representatives   and    so    regarded    thcin    during    the 
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whole  cainpaitjjn.  The  attitiule  of  the  majorit)  was 
manifest  in  their  anxiety  that  the  Canadian  corps 
should  be  kei)t  intact  and  not  lose  their  identity, 
in  their  willinLjness  that  the  (io'ornment  should  meet 
all  expenses,  including;  an  allowance  of  pay  bejond 
the  Imperial  rates,  and,  perhaps  even  more  clearly, 
in  their  liberal  contributions  toward  the  comfort  of 
the  men  themselves  and  the  assistance  of  those 
dependent  on  them,  in  the  interest  with  which  they 
followed  all  their  movements  in  the  field,  and  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  welcomed  them  home. 

In  reality,  even  if  not  technically,  participation  in 
the  South  African  war  was  a  national  movement. 
From  this  point  of  view  any  facts  relatinjjj  to  the 
forms  in  which  popular  interest  expressed  itself  have 
more  than  a  passing  significance.  The  extent  of  this 
interest  compels  the  conclusion  that  the  majority  of 
the  people,  at  least,  looked  upon  the  Volunteers,  not 
as  detached  adventurers,  but  as  representatives  in  a 
cause  they  did  not  disapprove.  Whether  this  cause 
was  conceived  as  the  righting  of  wrongs  suffered  by 
men  whose  conditions  and  feelings  other  Colonists 
could  understand,  or  as  a  demonstration  of  a  desire 
for  closer  union  with  in  the  ICmpire,  or  as  a  mere 
assertion  of  a  national  aspiration  for  more  active 
participation  in  the  world's  affairs,  does  not  .so 
readily  appear. 

Judged  b}'  the  mone\'  the\-  were  willing  to  spend 
on  them,  the  interest  of  Canadians  in  the  South 
African  volunteers  was  vcrj-  real.  Not  only  was  no 
objection  raised  to  the  voting  by  Parliament  of 
82,000,000    for    organising,   equipping,   transporting, 
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and  partly  payiiiL^  the  mcMi,  but  popular  subscription 
lists  were  opened  in  all  parts  of  the  countrx-  for 
r)bjects  connected  with  their  welfare.  A  good  deal 
of  money  was  thus  raised  before  the  men  sailed,  and 
expended  in  effecting  insurance  on  their  lives,  in 
providing  libraries  for  their  entertainment  on  board 
ship  and  dainties  fur  their  table,  and  in  filling  their 
purses.  .\s  alreadj-  noted,  one  gentleman,  who 
would  not  give  his  name  for  publication,  undertook 
the  charges  on  S  1,000,000  of  insurance  on  the  lives 
of  the  first  contingent.  Hut  contributions  of  money 
and  materials  did  not  cease  when  the  first  enthusiasm 
had  passed.  Indeed,  additions  to  the  list  were 
announced  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

As  soon  as  the  extent  of  the  disposition  to  con- 
tribute was  recognised  organisation  was  brought 
about  for  more  effective  collection  and  distribution. 
The  little  springs  of  benevolence  flowed  into  two 
main  reservoirs — the  Red  Cross  Fund  and  the 
Patriotic  Fund.  The  objects  of  these  two  funds 
were  different :  the  former  was  '-^voted  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  men  in  the  field,  a. id  the  latter  more 
particularly  to  the  assistance  of  the  families  in 
Canada  which  were  suffering  from  the  absence  of 
the  .soldiers.  As  it  was  found,  however,  that  com- 
paratively little  money  was  required  for  this  latter 
purpose,  the  Patriotic  Fund  became  a  reserve  for  the 
benefit  of  the  returned  soldiers  or  for  any  other 
worthy  object  connected  with  the  war. 

As  an  organi.sed  effort  the  Hed  Cross  Fund  holds 
priority  in  point  of  time.  The  Canadian  Red  Cross 
Societv,  or  "  Canadian  Hranch  of  the  British  .National 
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Society  for  Aid  to  the  Sick  and  Wounded  in  War," 
had  been  in  existence  for  four  )ears.     Its  ICxecutive 
Committee  issued  an  appeal  for  money  within  a  few 
da\s  after  the   announcement  had  been  made  that 
Canadian    soldiers  would    be    sent    to  South  Africa. 
The    officers    of    the    Society    were:     Patron,    His 
Kxcellencv,   the    luirl    of    Minto ;    Hon.    President, 
the  Hon.  1-.  W.  Horden,  Minister  of  Militia;  Presi- 
dent,  Lieut.-Col.    the    Hon.   J.    M.   Gibson,  M.P.P.; 
Vice-1'residents   for  the   Provinces— Ontario,   Lieut.- 
Col.    Ponton;    Quebec,    Dr.    Roddick,    M.P.  ;    New 
Ikunswick,  HonT  G.  K.  Foster ;    Nova  Scotia,  Hon. 
W.     S.     Pieldin.ir;     Manitoba.     Hon.     Hu^di     John 
Macdonald  ;     British     Columbia,     Hon.     Sir    Chas. 
Hibbcrt   Tuppcr  ;    Prince  Kdward    Island,  Hon.  Sir 
Louis    Davies.      Executive    Committee,    Lieut.-Col. 
G.  Sterling;  Rxerson,  M.D.,  Lieut.-Col.  James  Mason, 
C.  R.  Dickson,  M.D.,  J.  George  Hodoins,  LL.D.,  and 
Chas.  A.  Ilodtjetts.  M.D. 

With  great  energ\-  the  Executive  Committe.-  threw 
itself  into  the  work,  and  before  long  had  some  fifty 
branches  established  in  cities  and  towns  throughout 
the  Dominion  as  centres  for  the  collection  of  funds 
and  supplies.  As  early  as  October  14th  Lieut.-Col. 
Rycrson  had  communicated  with  His  Excellenc\-, 
Lord  Minto,  with  the  Minister  of  Militia,  and  with 
the  Director-General  of  -Medical  Services,  outlining 
the  work  the  Societ\-  was  willing  to  undertake.  The 
scheme  was  approved,  and  Lord  Minto  .sent  a  con- 
tribution of  8100.  Fifty  cases  of  clothing,  medical 
supplies,  and  condensed  foods  were  sent  to  Quebec 
to  "<)  out  on  tlie  SanUniiiH  with  the  first  contingent  ; 
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and  from  that  time  on  regular  supplies  of  useful 
materials  and  drafts  of  money  were  forwarded  to 
South  Africa,  a  special  Commissioner  bcinc^  sent  in 
Januar}-  to  oversee  their  distribution. 

Committees  organised  independently  of  the  Red 
Cross  Society,  such  as  Ladies'  Committees  in  various 
places,  affiliated  with  it,  and  most  of  the  relief  work 
for  the  men  in  the  field  was  carried  on  in  the  name 
of  the  Societ}'.  One  of  the  movements  directly  due 
to  the  war  was  the  formation  of  the  "  Soldiers' 
Wives'  League."  On  November  13,  1S99,  notice  was 
appended  to  the  Militia  Order  for  the  day  of  the 
proposal  to  organise  in  each  Military  District  in 
Canada  a  League  of  soldiers'  wives.  A  branch  of  the 
League  had  already  been  founded  in  No.  5  Military 
District  in  Montreal:  and  Mrs.  Ilutton,  wife  of  Major- 
General  Ilutton,  gave  an  "At-Home"  to  soldiers' 
wives  in  tlie  Drill  Hall  at  Ottawa  on  Thursday, 
November  i6th,  fo^-  the  purpose  of  organising 
the  Ottawa  district.  The  object  of  the  League 
was  to  "  bring  the  wives  of  all  soldiers,  whether 
of  officers,  warrant  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
or  privates,  of  the  Staff",  Permanent  Corps,  and  Active 
Militia  into  closer  touch  and  .sympathy  with  one 
another,  so  that  in  sickness  and  in  health  they  may 
be  able  to  mutually  aid  and  assist  one  another  and 
their  families  in  times  of  difficulty,  trouble,  or 
distress."  The  League  at  once  interested  itself  in 
the  collection  of  funds  and  supplies  for  South 
Africa,  and  acted  in  conjunction  with  the  Red  Cross 
Society. 

From  the  despatches  of  Lord  Methuen  and   Lord 
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Roberts,    fonvanlcd    by    Mr.    Chambc-rlain    to    I.' -.1 
Minto.it   appears  that  the  t;<>«j(l  work  of  the  Soc; 
and  its  Commissioner  was  recoi,mised  by  the  Impe 
authorities.     It    certainly    was    warmly    appreciated! 
b\-     the     Canadians     themselves,     as     letters     from 
Canadian    officers   full\-  show.     From     Hloemfontein 
Lieiit.-Col.  Otter  wrote  to  convey  to  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Society  "the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the 
(.fficers  and  men  of  the   Roval   Canadian    Rei^iment 
for   >-our   o.ntinued    and    ;4enerous    efforts    for   our 
comfort."     He  stated  that  the  articles  sent  had  been 
found   most  useful  ;  and   he  acknowledi^ed  the  total 
receipt,  uj)    to   that  time,  of  i(j97   "'i  '-'^i^'^-  ^^'^  ^^■*^" 
as  many  cases  of  •^mnU.      I  le  explained  why  .so  lar:j;e 
a  proi)ortion  of  the  expenditure  had  been  for  food  by 
^rivin;^  as  an  instance  that,  owin^   to  the  difficulties 
with  the  arm\  transjjort.  the  men  had  for  four  weeks 
before   reachini^    Mlocinfontein   been    )<c\A   u\nm   half 
rations. 

It  mi^dU  be  mentioned,  in  this  connection,  that  a 
fund  for  ambulance  work  amon^;  the  Hoers  was  also 
started  in  Canada.  The  Consul-C.eneral  of  Holland, 
in  Montreal,  was  appointed  Treasurer  in  Canada  for 
the  '•  Dutch  .\mbulance  Fund."  and  he  issued  an 
appeal  for  su!)i)ort  on  the  '^^round  that  it  would 
manifest  a  ma^Miarimity  of  si)irit  which  would  have 
a  salutary  influence  on  the  race  feelin-,'  in  .South 
.Africa.  Althou-;h  he  received  man\-  subscriptions,  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  the  responses  could  not  be 
rei^arded  as  encouraj^'in*,'. 

The  other  lar^^e  or^'anised  manifestation  of  popular 
intere-^t  in  the  men  who  went  to  fijj;ht  was  called  the 
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"  Patriotic  l-'iind."  That  which  pn^inptcd  the  dcjiia- 
tions  made  to  the  men  themselves  on  the  eve  of  their 
departure  prompted  a  steady  continuance  of  such 
contributions.  Organisation  soon  became  a  necessit\-  ; 
and  Lord  Minto,  after  consultation  with  a  nur.tber  of 
pnjminent  men,  proposed  an  acceptable  scheme. 

This  new  organisation  was  not  to  conflict  in  any 
way  with  the  many  local  organisations  which  had 
undertaken  to  provide  for  the  men  for  those  localities, 
and  was  quite  distinct  from  local  funds  for  securing 
insurance  upon  the  lives  of  the  soldiers  ;  and  its 
objects  differed  from  those  of  the  Red  Cross  Society. 
The  Oueen  became  a  patron  of  the  I-und  ;  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier,  Sir  Chas.  Tupper,  Lord  Strathcona, 
the  Lieutenant-(}o^"  -mors  of  the  different  I'rovinces, 
and  the  Major-Cjeneral  Commanding  the  Militia,  were 
appointed  \'ice- ['residents,  and  strong  sub-committees 
were  also  appointed. 

Funds  were  received  tlmnigh  many  different 
channels.  Lists  were  opened  by  the  newspai)ers,  the 
proceeds  of  c<jncerts  and  entertainments  of  various 
kinds  were  hamlet!  over,  and  all  sorts  of  collections 
were  made.  The  movement  extended  over  the  whole 
country.  One  contribution  was  received  from  the 
Hudson's  Wiiy  Compan\'s  |)ost  at  V(»rk  Factory  on 
Hudson's  liay.  From  this  far  northern  outpost  of 
settlement  the  officer  in  charge  wrote  that  he  and 
his  associates  were  enclosing  a  bill  for  858,  the  total 
of  their  "small  contributions,"  from  "a  desire  to 
associate  ourselves  with  the  cause  ;  and  so  we  ^hall 
be  perfectly  satisfied  if  what  we  give  is  made  to 
relieve  in  any  waj-  the  wants  of  the  sufferers  of  the 
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war."  Anuther  siiin  received  represi-nted  the  proceeds 
of  a  concert  held  at  Dawson  City  in  the  Klondike. 
The  emploxcs  of  the  lari^e  railway  coiniMiiies 
raised  ver\-  substantial  funds  amoni;  themselves— a 
thini;  which  required  inuch  systematic  wori--  when  the 
^reat  extension  of  these  lines  is  considered.  Such 
cases  are  typical. 

.And  the  movement  was  not  confined  to  Canada, 
but  extended  to  Canadians  abroad.  In  New  York 
a  very  successful  concert  was  held  ni  Carnei;ie  Hall, 
at  which  the  proj^ramme  was  provided  by  Canadian 
artists  resident  in  New  York.  The  "  Cafe-Chantant  " 
or;..(anised  b\-  Canadian  ladies  and  i;entlcmen  resident 
in  London,  assisted  by  man\-  of  the  besi  known 
artists  in  the  Metropolis,  was  also  brilliantl\-  succe>sful. 
I-'.ven  from  far-distant  places,  such  as  .Xntofa'^asta, 
Chili,  where  there  \\a>  onl)-  one  Canadian,  >oine 
contributions  were  received.  In  the  particular  in- 
stance mentioned  a  flrafl  was  sent  for  tlie  >um  of 
i"54  \0s.  yd.,  cuntribiited  chiefly  by  natives  of  the 
Hritish  Isles  ;  but  on  the  ii>t  were  one  Canadian,  fwc 
.\merican-,  one  Cliilian,  one  .\u.■^trian,  one  Dane,  one 
Hrazilian.  and  oiu-  lurk. 

.\n  allied  movement  w.i- conducted  b\  the  Montreal 
.SA//- amon^i  the  children.  I'lu  .S A/;- called  it  '  The 
Children's  Testimonial  to  (Mieer.  X'ictoria  .uid 
Patriotic  I""mi(i  for  l*"amilie->  of  Hrit'sh  .Soldiers  in 
the  S(nith  .Xfricm  CamiJaii^n  "  The  monej-  laised 
was  for  Hritish  soldiers  ai.d  not  for  Canadian  soldiers, 
and  the  testimom.il  to  the  Oueeii  took  the  form  of  an 
illuminated  addre».  and  also  an  album  containin.4 
the  phutoyraplis  of  more  than  one  lhou>and  children 
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who  had  acted  as  voluntar\-  collectors  for  the  fund. 
It  was  interesting  to  fi.id  that  many  contributions 
came  from  children  in  the  United  States,  and  some 
also  from  children  in  Lngland.  The  sums  rantjed 
between  five  cents  and  one  dollar,  anfl  more  than 
$16,500  was  thus  raised.  When  the  fund  was  closed 
and  the  album  completed  the)-  were  handed  to  Lord 
Minto  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Oueen. 

When  the  Patriotic  I'"und  had  swelled  to  S.^OO.ooo 
the  Central  Committee  began  to  discourage  further 
contributions,  and  final) \-  declared  the  fund  closed  : 
but  contributions  were  receiveil  even  af'cr  this  was 
done,  and  the  Committee  found  itself  in  possession  of 
about  >i323,ooo.  As  the  fund  has  been  very  cautiou^l\- 
administered,  this  amount  will  probably  prove  amply 
sufficient  for  the  pur|Kise  for  which  it  was  raised. 

The  contributions  U)  these  two  funds  and  the  ni.m\- 
smaller  ones,  not  ii;  a  few  l.irge  >ums  from  the 
wealthy,  but  in  a  great  number  of  small  sums  from 
rich  and  poor  alike,  made  for  the  present  comfort 
or  future  welfare  of  the  soldiers  themseKes  or  of 
those  dependent  on  them,  speak  ekxpientl)  of  the 
interest  of  the  |)eo|)le of  Canada  in  the  men  who  went 
from  among  them  to  fight  in  South  .\frica.  .Xnd 
this  Interest  was  not  without  its  touches  of  romance. 
It  is  said  that  girls  employed  by  the  contractors 
wrote  little  notes  and  slipped  them  into  the  pockets 
of  jackets  and  bands  of  caps.  It  is  said,  also,  that 
when  some  of  tliese  were  discovered  in  .South  .\fri'  a 
they  were  acknow  letlged  in  .1  way  to  bring  a  glow  to 
the  heart. 

Another  noteworthy  pha.se  of   popular  interest  is 
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nrcscntccl  by  tlic  demonstrations  over  s.-nal  successes 
in    the    field.      The  capture  of   Cronje.  the  relief   of 
Kimberlev.    I.uK.Mnith.    and     Mafeking,    and     the 
occupation    of    Pretoria    were    all    celebrated    u.lh 
enthusiasm.      The    celebration    on    "  I'retona    Day 
surpassed    all    others    in    maj^Mutude  and    m    hearti- 
ness      These    demonstrations     were     evidences     of 
direct  interest  in  the  conflict  and  in  British  success. 
While    Canadians   felt   none  of  the  tense  soberness 
of  responsibility  for  the  war  and  did  not,  therefore, 
experience   the    same   kind   of  reactions   as  did   the 
people  of  the  United   Kingdom,  and  while  even  the 
fcrin  of  their  demonstrations   was   undoubtedly   in- 
fluenced   by   accounts   of  demonstrations   occurring; 
in   iMvdaiul.  vet  there  was  sufficient  spontaneity  m 
all  cases  to  justif>-  the  conclusion  that  the  majority 
had  made  the  cause  their  own.      Ihcre  was  always 
a    minoritv    which    did    not    approve,  and   which   at 
times  expresse<l  its  disappn.val  ;  but  others  followe.l 
the  curse  of  the  war  as  an  espoused  cause,  and  lor 
them  the  Canadian  Volunteers  were  accepted  repre- 
sentatives.    Of  course,   apart    from    their    part.cular 
.nission  and  as  representatives  of  the  manhood  am 
spirit  of  this  c.untry.  there  was  no  Canadian  who  did 
not  acknowledge  them,  or  watch  their  conduct  with 
the  hopes  and  fears,  the  confidence  and  the  anxiety 

of  national  pride.  ,     1      ^ 

Because  they  had  done  well,  because  they  had  sc 
up  hi.'li  ^tandartls  under  conditions  hitherto  untried 
by    Canadi..  thes-   were  welcomed    home    with    such 
acclaim  as  onl>-   th...e   hear   whose   actions   are   of 
public  consequence.     Uuriny  all  the  time  the  soldiers 
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had  been  a\v;u  no  clcmopstratioiis  had  occurred  wliich 
professed  to  celebrate  what  Canadians  liad  done.  It 
was  not  a  mere  sense  of  j^roportion  that  |jrevented 
street  slioutinj,^  over  the  ni^dit  advance  at  Paardeberg 
or  the  defence  at  1  Ionini;spruit.  The  emotions 
these  deeds  aroused  swelled  other  cheers  or  remained 
pent  up  afjjainst  the  da>-  of  return.  With  a  stron^r, 
full  chorus  of  rejoicing  the  men  were  welcomed  home. 
1  heir  reception  was  national  in  its  character  and 
national  in  its  .scoije.  The  men  were  heroes  to  their 
friends,  but  they  were  al>o  the  approved  and  admired 
of  the  people. 

To  what  limits  |)opular  enthusiasm  would  have 
j,fone  had  all  the  Canadians  returned  to^^ether  can 
only  be  imai^ined.  .As  it  was.  from  the  middle  of 
July  onward  there  was  a  series  of  receptions.  .\t 
intervals  of  a  few  da)-s  L,n-oups  of  convalescents 
arrived  from  the  lCnL,dish  hospitals,  and  b\-  November 
1st  the  first  detachment  of  the  lnfantr\-  reached 
Halifax  direct  from  ("ape  Town.  All  the  earlier 
landin^rs  had  been  at  Quebec.  Ri^ht  heartily  did 
the  Ancient  Capital  respond  to  the  man\-  calls  upon 
her  to  convey  to  the  returnin^r  soldiers  the  first 
^'reetinijs  of  a  jjratified  countrx .  Kver>-  reception 
was  official.  A  civic  committee,  as  well  as  a  military 
committee,  met  the  steamers,  either  out  in  the  river 
or  at  the  dock  ;  bands  and  escorts  of  local  Militia  .md 
civic  |)olice  were  in  waiting';  and  throui:h  crouds 
the  processions  niarche<l  up  to  the  (  itadii  to  the 
Comriandin^f  'Officer  of  which  all  the  men  were 
instructed  to  report  .Accordin^^  to  the  hour  of 
arrival,   the    number    arrixiti-r,    and    (jther    accidental 
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circumstances,  the  proceeding's  varied.  Sometimes 
excursion  boats  went  down  '\.c  river  to  escort  the 
incoming  steamer  ;  if  a  Hritish  warship  was  m  port 
a  bodv  of  marines  joined  the  procession ;  as  the 
tender"  conveying  one  dctachme.it  drew-  up  to  the 
d.,ck  the  soldiers  sang  "Cod  Save  the  Queen 
and    the  crowd    on    shore,  with    bared    heads,  took 

up  tlie  strain.  , 

After  receiving  their  discharge  and  their  arrears  of 
pav  at  Ouebec  the  sokhers  pr..ceedcd  to  their  homes 
cvervwhere  cheered  ak.ng  the  route.     At    Montreal 
more  than  one  imposing  demonstration  took  place. 
On  one  occasion  a  detachment  ..f  the   United  States 
Naval  Reserve  from  tlv:  U.S.S.  //<nA:  which  hapi)ened 
to  be  King  at    Montreal,  displayed   their  brotherly 
feeling  bv  taking  part  in  the  procession.     Whenever 
-I  returned  soldier  reached  his  native  place  he  found 
a  stirring  welcome.     Particularly  in  the  smaller  towns 
and  villages  were  elaborate  prei)arations  made.    Kven 
a  sin-de  soldier  would  Ix- met  by  the  l-cal  Mihtia.with 
,  l,and  or  ban.ls.  an<l  nearly  the  whole  p..pulatH,n 
One    soldier    was   drawn   home  by  a  long  team  of 
scho..l    children.     .\t    town-halls  <.r  drill-halls  there 
would  be  speeches  and  i.resentati-ms  of  value,  some- 
times t<.  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  dollars.    Repeated 
again  a.ul  again  for  month>  these  scenes  test.fiet.  to 
the  reality  and  .lepth  of  Uk-  poi)ular  interest. 

On  a  much  larger  scale  was  the  reception  ten.lered 
t,,  the  detachments  of  tro,.ps  that  came  fresh  from 
active  service.  The  first  of  these  detachments  to 
arrive  was  the  iH>rtion  of  Canadian  Infantry  which 
had    elected    to   return    at    the   en.l   ..f  the    year   .>f 
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service.  XiimberiiiL;  abt)iit  300  officers  and  men, 
under  command  of  Major  I'elletier,  this  detach- 
ment seemeii   to  represent  to  the  Caiiadian  jjeople, 


M\J|>K    I'll.l.KTIHK. 


in  a  way  the  retLirninj,^  bocUes  of  convalescents  could 
not  do,  the  actual  fit;htin<f  force.  The  sick  and 
wounded  were    individual   heroes,  but    at  last    there 
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was    a    section    uf    the    crporate   body   which    had 
continued  to  exist  and  to  fi^d.t  wh.le  indivuU.a      ell 
hv  the  wax-.     It  stood  for  the  whole  record  of  the 
B'attalion   'and    not    for    any    particular    actu.n    or 
endurance.     In    welcoming  it  Canadia.is    celebrated 
their  new  self-confidence  and  their  gratified  national 
pride.      The    demonstration    differed,   also,   m    nn- 
portant    respects    from    that    on     "  I'retor.a    Day. 
When    the    report    was    circulated    at   the   end    of 
May  that  Pretoria  had  been  captured  and  the  war 
ended,   the    Canadians   then    gave   enthusiastic    ex- 
pression to  their  feeling  of  gratification  at  the  part 
plaved    bv    their    fellow-countrymen,   to    their    relief 
tha't    danger    for    them    was    passed,   and    to   the.r 
■  reneral  sense  of  rejoicing  over  the   triumph  of  the 
cause  thev  had  espoused.     Without  prearrangement 
then    congregated  to  exhibit  their  emotions  and  to 
furnish  their  own  entertainment.     The  same  feelings 
were    present     when     the    detachments    of    troops 
actually  reache.l    home,  but  b>    that  time  they  had 
become  familiar.     They  had  entered  into  a  national 
attitude:    and  the  people  provided  miles  of  decora- 
tions    and     of    dense    crowds,    through    which    an 
organised  pageant  wa.  to    pass.     The    i^cM^le    were 
■.::,     as    truly     participants,    but     they     were    al^. 
snectaf.rs  of  a  formal  embodiment  of  their  feelings, 
and    in    the   soldier,    themselves   the)    saw   the  chief 
active  causes  of  their  enlarged  experience^. 

\t  one  o'clock  ..11  the  morning  of  November  1st 
the  .ignalmen  at  the  entrance  to  Halifax  I  larbuur 
sighted  the  transport  M>/'o.  .She  ha.l  been  ex,>ected 
fur  two  or  three  days,  but  a  damaged  propeller  liad 
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reduced  her  speed.  Halifax  was  impatiently  await- 
ing her  arrival.  Indeed,  the  feelings  of  the  citizens 
and  the  hundreds  of  visitors  could  not  be  altogether 
restrained,  but,  on  the  night  of  October  31st,  had 
found  vent  in  a  premature  demonstration.  Hardly 
had  the  illuminations  died  down  and  the  people 
dis{)er.sed  when  a  salute  of  three  guns  from  the 
Citadel  announced  the  approach  of  the  transport. 
During  the  hours  of  the  early  morning  Lieut.-Col. 
I'inault,  Deputy-Minister  of  Militia  and  Defence, 
and  his  staff  visited  the  .ship,  lying  at  quarantine, 
and  paid  off  the  men  and  gave  them  their  discharge. 
With  one  or  two  exceptions  only,  Major  I'elletier 
and  his  men  were  found  in  excellent  health,  and  all 
delighted  at  regaining  Canadian  shores.  Only  relatives 
had  been  admitted  to  the  dockyard  enclosure,  and, 
after  brief  greetings,  the  men  formed  up  and  marched 
out  of  the  gates  to  take  tiieir  position  in  the  great 
procession  of  marines,  soldiers,  and  organised  societies. 
Their  guard  of  honour  was  composed  of  the  3rd 
Hattalion  of  their  own  regiment,  the  3rd  (Sjiecial 
Service)  Battalion  Roj-al  Canadian  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  which  was  still  doing  garrison  duty  at 
Halifax.  Through  den.se  anrl  enthusiastic  crowds 
the\'  made  their  way  along  the  principal  streets  to 
the  Common.  Here  a  short  and  impressive  religious 
service  was  held.  The  men  were  formed  into  three 
sides  of  a  hollow  square ;  Chaplain  Fullerton  led  in 
the  Lord's  Pra>er ;  the  Te  Deum  was  sung  with  the 
fervour  of  an  occasion  new  in  Canadian  life. 

Luncheon  was  served  to  the  returned  soldiers  by 
the  ladies  of  Halifax,  antl  at   diiuier  the)'  were  the 
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rruests  of  their  comrades  of  the  3"!  Hattahon.  At 
ni.^U  Halifax  was  ablaze  with  bonfires  and  fireworks 
and  with  all  sorts  of  special  illuminations.  Another 
-rcat  procession  was  formed.  It  was  a  splendid 
welcome  home. 

Jiut    it     was    onlv    the    first    <.f    many    equally 
demonstrative  welcomes.      The  returned  detachment 
was  composed  of  men  from  all  the  companies  in  the 
Battalions.      H     Company    had    been    enroUed    at 
Halifax,  and  the  men  of  that  compan> ,  with  Captain 
Stairs  at  their  head,  were  the  objects  of  special  regard 
in  that  citv.     They  remained  there,  but  the  rest  of 
the  detachment  entrained  shortly  after  midnight  for 
the  West     G   Companv  dropped   off  at   St.   John, 
where  thev  were  cheered  and  feted  with  the  same 
heartiness' as  was  manifested  at   Halifax.     The   re- 
mainder continued  on  their  way.  and  were  presented 
with  addresses  and  other  evidences  of  welcome  at  all 
the  principal  points  on  the  route  to  Quebec.     I' or  h 
Companx-  Quebec  surpassed  its  best  previous  demon- 
strations:    It    was    the  home    of    Major    Pe  letier. 
Father  O'Learv  arrived  from  England  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  the  demonstration  continued  long  enough 

to  embrace  that  event. 

A  pleasing  evidence  of  royal  thoughtfulness  was 
the  telegrams  that  awaited  the  companies  at  each 
enrolling-point,  to  this  eftect :  "Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  has  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  safe  return  of 
the  Canadian  Contingent,  and  desires  to  thank  them 
most  cordially  for  the  services  they  have  rendered. 

At      Montreal,      Ottawa,      Toronto.      Hamilton. 
Kin-ston.    London,   and     many   smaller    place,   the 
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same  scenes  were  re-enacted.  Ever)\vhere  the  same 
spirit  moved  the  people  to  the  same  lavish  display. 
When  the  general  demonstrations  were  ended  local 
demonstrations  in  the  nature  of  serenades  before  the 
homes  of  the  soldiers  took  their  place.  As  with  the 
returnin,L(  convalescents,  the  residents  on  a  street  on 
w  hich  was  the  home  of  a  soldier  made  special  pre- 
parations and  engaged  a  band  or  in  some  other  way 
marked  their  neighbourliness  as  well  as  their.nationai 
feelings.  Thus  did  Canada  welcome  home  her 
soldiers. 
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CIIAITI'.R  XII 

Tin;   Sir.jr.tT    in    i'AULlAMi:NT 

WllF.N    aiiitation  was   at    its   hei-ht,  and  when  the 
m..mcnt    came   for  decision   whether  or  not  contni- 
-cnts  slK.uld  be  offered  to  the  Imperial  Government, 
The  Canadian    Parliament  was  not  in  session.      There 
was  no  ..pportnnity  for  a  simple  vote  of  yea  or  nay 
b\-  the  re-^ular  representatives  of  the  people.     In  the 
\iistralian   Colonies    it   was  different,  for    there  the 
various  Parliaments  debated  theiiuestion  and  divided 
upon  it.  at  least  before  continj;ents  were  sent,  althou-h 
,iut  in  all  cases  before  they  were  offered.     The  Cana- 
dian C.overnment  was  proroj^ucd  on  Au^nist  8.  1899. 
and  <lid  not  meet  a-^^iin  until   Tebruary  I.  1900.     In 
the  interval  the  tiuestion  of  '^Mvini;  aid  in  that  par- 
ticular case  had  l)een  settled,  and  the  troops  had  all 
been   raiso<l.      In    July,    1899.    the    attention    of    the 
lli.useof  Commons  had  been  called  by  Lieut.-C  ol. 
Ilu-hes  to  the  offer  of  troops  made  by  Oueensland, 
ancrsome  two  weeks  later  the  resolutions  of  sympath\- 
and  moral  support  were  passed  In  both  Houses;  but 
few  tiien  re-iinle<l  the  situation  as  reallx  serious,  and 
Sir  Charles  Tupi)er's  remark,  that  he  believedCanada 
should  doever>  thin-  in  her  power  to  assist  the  Mother 
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Country  In  th.  existing  crisis,  was  perhaps  the  only 
statement  so  general  in  its  nature  that  it  might  be 
regarded  as  inchuhng  more  than  moral  support. 
Only  in  so  far  as  theOjjposition  might  be  pledged  by 
this  general  remark  of  its  leader,  and  in  so  far  as 
the  resolutions  of  sympathy  might  reasonably  imply 
active  interference  when  moral  influence  failed  to 
effect  the  result,  could  either  party,  or  Parliament  as 
a  whole,  be  said  to  have  committed  itself  in  advance 
of  the  sending  of  troops.  In  the  session  of  1900 
Parliament  could  onl\-  review  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  in  the  crisis  and  consider  the  voting  of 
money  to  meet  the  expenditures  "ihe  Government  had 
authorised. 

Hut  while  there  is  no  Parliamentary  history  of  the 
actual  decision  to  send  troops,  the  discussions  that 
took  place  in  Parliament  after  the  event  form  an 
important  part  of  the  histor\-  of  the  whole  move- 
ment. Even  though  it  be  admitted  that  the  discus- 
sions did  not  often  rise  above  partisan  attacks  and 
partisan  defence,  and  that  the\-  were  distinguished  by 
few  attempts  at  constructive  statesmanship,  yet  this 
fact  itself  is  important,  and  the  explanation  is  more 
important  still. 

The  gener.'.l  character  of  the  debates  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  contingents  was  determined  by  what  had 
happened  during  the  recess.  ICverxthing  tended  to 
put  the  (iovermnent  on  its  defence.  The  disposition 
of  Parliament  toward  all  Imperial  questions  was  well 
known,  but  the  sessi(>n  of  1899  had  closed  before  the 
necessity  for  definite  action  was  recognised.  When 
the  necessitx    arose    Sir   Wilfrid    Laurier  aiuiounced 
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his  (.pini.Mi  that  the  G<ncrnmcr,t  had   no  constitu- 
ti.Mial    authoritv  to   act,  and   that,  in  any  case    the 
Government  would  not  be  justified  in   undertakm- 
the  expenses  inv..lved  without  a  vote  of  Parhament. 
But  I'arUainent  was  not  summoned,  and  withm  ten 
davs  after  the  publication  of  that  opinion  an  Order- 
in-Vouncil  was  passed  authorising  the  raisinJ,^  eqmp- 
pin'^  and  transporting  to  South  Africa  of  a  battalion 
of  i"  ooo  men.     As  other  members  of  the  Government 
had  endorsed  Sir  Wilfrid    Laurier's    opinion,  it  was 
clear  that  the  Government  would  be  on  its  defence 
on     the    scot      of  inconsistency,    and,    perhaps,    of 
unconstitutionality. 

Then  it  was  certain  to  have  to  defend  its  rights  to 
leadership.     The  Opposition  had  claim  to  the  title, 
for  Sir  Charles  Tupper  had  promi)tly  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  agitation  for  the  sending  of  the  con- 
tingent, and,  later,  also  of  that   for    preserving    the 
integrity  of  the  Canadian  corps  in  South  Africa,  and 
of  that  for  meeting  the  total  cost  of  the  payment  .)f 
the   men   while   on   service.     The   Government   had 
taken   no  important  step  which  had  not  previously 
been  advocated  by  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition,     it 
would  consequently  be  called  ui)on  to  defend  itself 
against  charges  of  adopting  the  policy  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, or  of  being  forced  against  its  inclinations  into 
;i   course   which    it    had    to    ackn..wledge   was   the 

popular  one. 

in  all  this  its  motives  would  be  open  to  (juestion. 
Why  had  it  acted  at  variance  with  its  own.  expressed 
opinions  ?  If  the  views  announced  by  one  or  two  of 
it.  nu-mber.  were  sincerely  held  at  the  time,  why  had 
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not  these  members  resigned  when  a  different  course 
was  followed  ?  Were  the  dominant  motives  those  of 
mere  ojjportunism  and  love  of  office,  or  were  they 
derived  from  worthier  considerations  ?  These  were 
all  points  upon  which  explanations  would  be  asked 
by  the  Opposition. 

Again,  the  Governmciu  would  be  on  its  defence 
against  a  certain  section  of  its  own  party,  which  con- 
tinued to  maintain  that  no  action  should  have  been 
taken  until  the  representatives  of  the  people  had 
been  formally  consulted.  The  Opposition  leaders 
blamed  the  Government  for  its  wavering  and  delay, 
and  for  its  half-heartcdness  ;  but  some  men  in  its 
own  party  blamed  it  for  doing  .so  much  on  its  own 
responsibility.  Mr.  Bourassa  and  Mr.  Monet  were 
the  chief  representatives  of  this  section,  or  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  sa\',  of  this  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion, for  these  views  were  held  by  some  in  both 
parties. 

On  October  i8th  Mr.  Hourassa,  the  member  for 
Labellc  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  resigned  his  .seat 
in  Parliament ;  and  on  the  .same  day  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  explaining  his  action. 
After  quoting  a  portion  of  the  latter's  sttitemcnt  that 
there  was  no  constitutional  provision  for  sending 
troops  out  f)f  the  country,  and  that  the  Government 
could  do  nothing,  at  least  until  Parliament  had 
irranted  mone\",  Mr.  Hourassa  said  that  in  view  of 
that  statement  he  was  exi)ecting  an  immediate  sum- 
moning of  Parliament ;  but,  instead,  he  had  read  of 
the  Order-in-("ouncil  providing  for  the  sending  of  a 
contingent.     This  action  had  been  taken  professcdl)- 


I" 


268 


Tin-  i  \ s  t niA \  '■( ).vr/x(-'/-.yTs 


,t 


in  accordance  with  a  flcspatch  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  f(.r  the  Col-.tiies.  \vh..  liad  accepted  offers  of 
which  the  people  of  Canada  knew  nothing.     It  was 
useless  to  sa\-  that  no  precedent  had  been   created, 
f..r  the  accomplished  fact  was  the  precedent.     H.  on 
the  slrenL,rth  of  a  despatch  from  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tarx-.  the  people  of  Canada  were  thus  called  upon  to 
take  part  in  a  war,  the  justice  of  which  was  question- 
able, without  havini;  representation  in  the  Imperial 
I'arliament  and  Cabinet,  and  without  being  consulted 
even   by  the  Government  of  Canada.  Mr.  Bourassa 
believed  cjiistitutional  liberty  to  be  in  danger.     "  A 
British  citizen,  proud  of  his  rights  and  jealous  of  his 
libertv.  loyal  to  England  and  to  her  noble  Sovereign, 
his  first  dutv  was  to  Canada  and  to  the  fundamental 
spirit  of  its  constitution.     The  action  was  the  initial 
step    of    a    new    constitutional    policy,    which    the 
majoritx-  of  the  supporters  of  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment had  alwa\s  denounced,  and  upon  which  neither 
I'arliament   nor   the   electorate  had   ever  been  con- 
sulted.    Deprived  of  the  right  to  express  these  views 
in  I'arliament  before  action  was  taken,  he  had  deter- 
mined to  adopt  the  only  means  left  to  him  of  assert- 
ing and  justifying  his  opinions,  and  accordingly  would 
appeal  to  his  constituents  for  their  judgment  before 
again  taking  his   seat    in    the    House.     He  was    re- 
elected  b\    acclamation. 

Mr.  Monet,  the  member  for  La  prairie  and  Napier- 
ville  in  Duebec,  wn.te  a  letter  to  his  constituents,  in 
which  he  declared  his  opposition  to  the  unconsti- 
tutional procedure,  and  professed  himself  opposed  to 
taking  part  in  the  wars  of  the  Empire,  or  exi)ending 
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mone\-  for  strengthening  in  any  way  the  bonds,  other 
than  commercial  bonds,  between  Canada  and  the 
rest  of  the  Empire,  since  he  looked  forward  to  the 
ultimate  independence  of  Canada.  He  said  he 
believed  these  were  the  opinions  of  his  constituents. 
If  they  were  not,  and  an\'  twenty-five  electors,  either 
Liberals  or  Conservatives,  would  sign  a  requisition 
asking  him  to  resign,  he  would  do  so,  and  submit  to 
the  judgment  (jf  the  majority  at  a  new  election.  Xo 
such  requisition  was  signed  and  he  retained  his 
seat. 

The  difificulties  of  the  Government's  positio  1  at 
the  time  a  contingent  was  being  agitated  have 
already  been  indicated  in  previous  chapters.  All 
that  is  here  intended  is  to  present  those  aspects 
of  the  facts  which  would  not  unnaturally  be  seized 
upon  by  opponents,  and  which,  because  they  were  so 
seized  upon,  became  the  principal  subject-matter  of 
debate  during  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament. 

Attack  and  defence  on  motives  and  on  the  manner 
of  conducting  jjublic  business  are  always  in  danger 
of  dropping  to  partisanship  and  personalities.  Under 
such  conditions  one  thing  alone  can  keep  debate  on 
a  uniformly  high  plane.  That  one  thing  is  the  con- 
sideration of  principles.  If  the  Liberal  Government 
had  e.xplained  its  course  in  the  light  of  a  defined 
general  policy  for  Canada,  or  if  the  Conservative 
Opposition  had  criticised  it  from  the  standpoint  of 
a  different  general  policy,  eijually  clearly  defined, 
important  results  might  have  been  accomplished. 
But  neither  partx'  was  prepared  to  lay  down  a  defined 
future  policy  for  Canada,  and  both  were,  therefore. 


,  I 


A 


t    ii 


•   I 


2  70 


nil:  f  .I.V.I />/.!. y  <().\T/y<;j-yTs 


I 


shut  in  to  the  details  of  the  particular  instance  of 
departure  from  the  customary  polic>-.  No  issue  on 
principles  was  clearl>-  drawn  between  the  parties, 
because  neither  party  had  formulated  its  principles. 
The  inevitable  cjnsequence  was  that  the  debates  were 
barren  of  important  results.  When  the  session  ended 
Canada's  relationship  to  active  Imperialism  was  still 
an  unsettled  question. 

This  has  been  essentially  a  transition  period.     It  is 
no  reflection  on  Canadian  statesmen  to  say  that  they 
iKul  f(Hind  no  solution    for  the  new  problem,  for  no 
solution    has    been    sug-csted    in    any    part    of    the 
Empire  which  has  stood  the  test  of  criticism.     And 
to  sav   that  durin-  the  session    of    1900   discussion 
Un-ered  amon^  those  aspects  of  the  subject  which 
were  chiefly  of  party  interest,  is  only  to  say  that  party 
rivalry  did  not  subside  in  the  presence  of  yreat.  but 
va<nie,  issues.     In  order  to  understand  the  proceed- 
ings durin-  that  session  and  the  developments  that 
f(.ri..wed,  the  central    fact  must,  however,  be  borne 
constantly  in    mind,    that    neither    party   was   reaily 
with  a  chart  of  the  future  course. 

Sir  Charles  Tupper,  from  the  be-inninu^  favoured 
participation  in  the  South  African  war  ;  but  he  could 
not  sav  that  he  favoured  Canada's  takm^^  part  in 
every  Imperial  war,  aiul  he  could  not  say  what  kind 
of  wars  she  should  lake  part  in  and  what  kind  of  wars 
she  should  not  take  part  in.  Certain  possible  forms 
of  closer  union  within  the  ICmpire  he  did  not  approve 
of  as  for  e.xami^le,  I'arliamentai)'  federation  and 
re'vular  levies  upon  the  Colonies  by  the  Imi)enal 
Government;    but    these    were    negative    positions 
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he  Cuiihcrvativc  leaders,  who  all  proclaii  cd  their 
devotion  to  the  idea  of  closer  union  and  criticised  the 
Liberal  leaders  fur  their  lack  of  devotion,  had  yet  no 
practical  step  in  advance  to  suggest  except  mutual 
preference  in  trade. 

An  interesting  incident  occurred  during  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Foster  in  the  debate  on  the  Address.     In  his 
speech  were  passages  of  exceptional  force  in  favour 
of  British  connection.     Toward  the  close  Mr.  Monet 
asked  him  suddenly  if  he  did  not  believe  that  later  on 
Canada  would  have  to  take  rank  among  independent 
nations.     Mr.  Foster's  answer  was  this:  "That  is  a 
fair  question  ;  and,  first,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
think  we  have  enough  to  do  to  do  the  work  that  is 
presently  before  us.    At  this  juncture  I  am  absolutely 
opposed  to  independence,  and   I  do  not  believe  the 
time   will    ever   come,    unless    the  genius   of  things 
changes  greatK-   from  what  the  histor\-  of  the  past 
teaches   me  that  it   will,    when    independence    away 
from  Great   liritain  would   be  better  than  indepen- 
dence within  the  lap  of  the  British  Empire."      He 
then     proceeded    to    develop    the    reasons    against 
independence  ;  but  starting   out  as  he  did  with  an 
uncertain    note,   any   great    effect    was    lost.      This 
incident  is   typical.      i'erhaps  no  Canadian   is  more 
earnestly  in  favour  of  British  Imperialism  for  Canada 
than  Mr.  Foster,  and  perhaps  none  has  done  more  to 
influence  public  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  yet  even 
he,  while  making  a  point  against    those   who   have 
definiteK'    opposed    the    idea,  cannot    say    positively 
that  the  time  may  never  come  when  Canada  should 
be  absolutely  independent ;  and   he  had  no  scheme 
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to  iM-opose    for   consolidafng  still   more    firmly    the 

British  union. 

Sir  Wilfrid  l.anrier  sent  the  contin-^ents.  He 
admitted  that  he  did  so  in  accordance  with  a  popular 
demand,  but  on  the  [general  principles  of  the  action 
he  could  say  little  more  than  was  contained  in  his 
statement  in  iMi-land  that  the  Colonies  would  [^o  to 
the  help  of  the  Mother  Countrv"  in  a  life-and-death 
struL,^t,de.  On  the  other  hand,  and  limitin^^  even  the 
inde'finite  principle,  he  maintained  that  Canada  must 
jud;4e  every  particular  case  on  its  own  merits.  The 
only  practical  step  the  Liberals  took  was  to  still 
further  reduce  the  tariff  on  British  <roods. 

Sir  Richard  Cartwright,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Commerce,  voiced  the  almost  universal  attitude  when 
he  said  :  "  The  sugijestion  was  made,  I  think,  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House-it  may  have  been  made 
bv  some  of  our  own  friends— that  it  was  necessary  for 
us.  if  we  chose  to  send  a  ccMitingent,  that  we  should 
have  defined  our  position  first  and  ascertained  what 
relation  to  the  Kmiiire  we  were  to  occup\-  in  future, 
uiuler  circumstances  of  this  kind.  To  my  poor  mind 
this  is  not  the  time  for  barg.iin-making  ;  that  ques- 
ti.Mi  will  be  taken  up  in  t;ood  time.  The  i)roblem  is 
a  difficult  and  complicated  one,  but  I  have  great  faith 
indeed  that  what  has  happened  before  in  so  man>- 
ca->es  in  ICnglish  histor\-  will  hai)pen  again  ;  I  have 
every  faith  that  the  practical  instinct  of  the  Kngli.sh 
people  will  find  a  way  to  solve  this  problem,  difficult 
as  it  ma>-  be.  As  the  schoolmen  sa\-,  the  ciuestion  is 
one  soli'itur  aiiihulando." 

lo    call    the   settlement    of    principles    "bargain- 
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making"  is,  of  course,  to  rule  out  the  process  by 
definition  rather  than  by  argument ;  but,  aside  from 
this  personal  or  party  interpretation,  the  position 
stated  by  Sir  Richard  Cartwright,  that  the  time  was 
not  ripe  for  the  consideration  of  ultimate  questions, 
which  must  be  left  to  be  solved  by  the  practical 
instinct  of  the  people  applied  to  each  fresh  develop- 
ment as  it  arose,  was  that  virtually  held  by  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  both  Houses.  Mr.  Foster 
expressed,  in  effect,  the  same  idea  when  he  said,  "  We 
have  enough  to  do  to  do  the  work  that  is  presently 

before  us." 

Now,  however  sound  or  however  fallacious  it  may 
be  thus'  to  leave  solutions  to  be  hit  upon  by  a  ;  ort  of 
composite   and    unintentional  wisdom,  this  was  the 
position  of  the  leaders  of  both  parties.     There  was  a 
national   movement.      Both    parties  were  willing   to 
hold  office  and  so  keep,  or  take,  the  nominal  leader- 
.ship,  but  neither  was  prepared  to  say  by  what  e.xact 
road  or  toward  what  definite  goal  it  would  direct  the 
movement.     All  were  impressed  by  the  importance 
of  the  occasion,  and  yet,  by  the  force  of  circumstances, 
they  contended  principally  about  details  and  seemed 
to  have   in   view  the  holding,  or  obtaining,  of  office 
rather  than  the  elucidation  of  principles. 

In  the  .Speech  from  the  Throne  were  the  following 
four  paragraphs  relating  to  the  general  subject  :- 

"  I  lostilities  having  unfortunately  broken  out  during 
the  recess  between  (ireat  Britain  and  the  South 
African  Republic,  it  appeared  to  my  Ministers 
expedient  to  anticipate  action  of  Parliament  by 
equipping  and  forwarding  two  contingents  of  Volun- 
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teers  to  the  seat  of  war,  as  a  practical  evidence 
of  the  profound  devotion  and  loyalty  of  the  entire 
people  of  Canada  to  the  Sovereign  and  institutions  of 
the  British  Empire. 

"  In  this  connection  it  is  a  matter  of  pride  and 
gratification  to  the  people  of  this  Dominion  that,  in 
addition  to  the  contingents  sent  by  the  Government, 
another  Canadian  force  is  being  organised  and 
despatched  at  the  personal  expense  of  the  High 
Commissioner  of  Canada.  This  generous  and  patriotic 
action  upon  the  part  of  Lord  Strathcona  reflects  high 
honour  on  him  and  on  the  Dominion  he  represents. 

"  I  have  been  instructed  to  convey  to  you  Her 
Majesty's  high  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  and 
patriotism  thus  displayed,  which,  following  the  pre- 
ference granted  under  the  present  tariff  to  articles  of 
British  manufacture,  has  had  the  happiest  effect  in 
cementing  and  intensifying  the  cordial  relations  sub- 
sisting between  Canada  and  the  Mother  Country. 

"  A  Bill  will  be  submitted  for  your  approval  making 
provision  for  the  cost  of  equipping  and  paying  the 
Canadian  contingents." 

Two  points  in  the  above  paragraphs  deserve  a 
moment's  attention.  It  is  stated  that  the  contingents 
were  sent  "as  a  practical  evidence  of  the  profound 
devotion  and  loyalty  of  the  entire  people  of  Canada  to 
the  Sovereign  and  institutions  of  the  British  Empire." 
This  wording  is  an  evidence  of  the  care  taken  not  to 
lay  down  an>-  advanced  principle.  As  it  stands,  the 
statement  is  probably  incontro;ertible.  There  is  no 
disloyalty  in  Canada  toward  the  Queen  nor  toward 
the  institutions  of  the  British  Empire.     In  one  sense 
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ills.,  tlic  c(.iitinL;cnts  were  sent  because  <.f  such 
Inyaltv;  but  that  was  not  tlieir  real  significance. 
The  'sendin-  of  the  contingents  was  regarded  ni 
Canada  and  "received  in  Kn-land  as  the  be-innin- of 
a  new  era.  It  was  the  initiation  of  a  policy  of  active 
c. .-operation,  and  not  merely  evidence  of  devotion  to 
anxthin-  that  had  existed  before,  such  as  the  Sovereign 
or 'institutions.  It  was  the  working  t..ward  an  ideal. 
As  such  it  was  favoured,  and  as  such  it  was 
„pp,,scd.  The  true  significance  of  the  movement  was 
expivssU-  recognised  in  the  debates  that  foll.jwed.  and 
no  speaker  stopped  at  the  literal  meaning  of  the 
words  used  in  the  Speech  from  the  Ihn.ne.  Still 
those  safe  words  stood  as  the  Ciovernment's  formal 
statement  of  principle. 

The  other  point  is  the  introduction,  in  the  paragraph 
dealing    with    the  Oiieen's  api)reciation  of  the  spirit 
displaved.  of  refennce  t..  the  Liberals'  tariff  preference 
to  articles  of  Hritish  manufacture  as  one  of  the  mam 
causes  ..f  improved  relations  between  Canada  and  the 
Mnther  Countrv.      The  ass..ciation  in  that  way  of  the 
tariff   measure 'with   the   sending  of  the   cntingents 
was.  naturallv.  strongly  criticised;  but  it  was    done 
with    deliberate    purp-.se.     The    (iovernment  desired 
tn  keep  well  to  the  front   whatever  it  had  done  that 
was  ••Hritish."  in  order  to  overcome,  if  ix.ssible.  the 
suspicion  that  it  was  not  "  British"  enough.     And  a 
still    further    tariff  reduction  was  to  be.  later  in  the 
session,  one  of  its  counter-strokes  against  the  attacks 
of  the  Opposition. 

After  the  moving  and  seconding  of  the  Address  m 
a-ply    to   the    Speech  from  the    Ihrnne,  Sir  Charles 
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Tapper  rose  to  open  the  debate  on  behalf  of  the 
Opposition.  He  reviewed  his  own  course  from  the 
beginning  to  show  that  he  had  treated  the  question  of 
the  sending  of  the  contingents  as  above  party  politics. 
I  le  devoted  a  considerable  p(jrtion  of  his  speech  to  a 
consideration  of  the  jjosition  of  Mr.  Tarte  as  a 
member  of  the  Government.  On  quotations  from 
Mr.  Tarte's  public  utterances  and  from  articles  in  the 
paper  which  is  sup])oscd  to  be  his  organ,  Sir  Charles 
based  his  contention  that  Mr.  Tarte  could  not  possibly 
have  that  attitude  toward  the  action  the  people  had 
demanded  which  alone  could  justif)'  his  retention  in 
a  Ministr\-  which  honestlv  tcjok  that  action.  In  this 
concrete  way  Sir  Charles  attacked  the  motives  of  the 
Government.  It  was  the  pressure  of  public  opinion, 
and  not  free  choice,  th.it  made  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier 
act.  When  he  did  act.  he  did  not  do  enough.  He 
had  never  offered  to  meet  the  whole  expenses 
involved,  although  even  on  the  principle  he  had 
iiccepted,  that  the  Government  shouUl  carry  out  the 
will  of  the  i)eople,  this  should  have  been  done,  since 
it  was  unmistakabl)-  the  wish  of  the  people  that  the 
total  expenses  should  Ix;  borne  In'  the  Canadian 
Treasury.  In  a  icw  eloquent  passages  Sir  Charles 
tiealt  with  the  position  of  Canada  in  the  world. 
"  Will  you  show  me  any  people  in  any  countrx  in  the 
world,"  he  said,  "  that  enjoy  these  advantages  on  the 
terms  that  Canada  cnjo)s  them,  with  the  most 
absolute,  the  most  perfect,  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  has  stated,  the  most  complete  indepen- 
dence, enjoying  everything  that  complete  indepen- 
dence   can    give    us  and  slaiuling   to-da\-  as  part  of 
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the  Hritish  iMnpirc?"  Other  countries  with  the 
comparative  res.)iirce.s  and  population  of  Canada 
were  Ijorne  down  with  heav\-  taxation  to  sustain  an 
arm>-  and  nav>'.  In  the  hour  of  her  great  prosperity- 
no  man  should  shrink  for  a  single  moment  from 
standing  b\-  the  great  Empire  from  which  these 
advantages '  were  derived.  He  did  not  believe  in 
allowing  the  Parliament  of  Great  Hritain  to  tax 
Canada,  but  he  believed  that  the  free  Parliament 
of  Canada  should  in  such  a  case  vote  mone>-,  and 
vote  all  the  mone\-  required  to  suppl}'  and  support 
her  Volunteers. 

Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  in  his  reply,  said  he  understood 
Sir  Charles  Tupper  had  criticised   the   Government 
under  two  heads— they  had  been  too  slow  in  acting, 
and  they  had  ii..t  done  enough.     He  did  not  attempt 
to  meet  directly  the  principal   part  of  Sir  Charles's 
speech,  which  had  dealt  with  Mr.  1  arte's  position  and 
ihe  (juestions  it  raised  as  to  the  sincerity  t)f  the  (iovern- 
ment.     Instead,  he    made  a  counter   attack    on    Sir 
Charles  and  cjuoted  numerous  extracts  from  the  latter's 
writings  anfl  speeches  to  show  that  his  present  enthu- 
siasm for  a  contribution  to  the  defence  of  the  Kmpire 
was  hardly  c(jnsistent  with  his  previous  attitude.     If 
so.  he  had  no  right  to  be  severe  on  others.     As  to  the 
(iovernment's  delay  in  acting.  Sir  Wilfrid  defended  it 
on    the  ground   that  the  (Jovcrnment  had  no  other 
authority  than  that  ve^^ted  in  it  by  the  people— the 
people  speaking  through  their  representatives  or  speak- 
ing direct.     The  tiu'stion  of  possible  tremble  in  South 
.\frica  had  been  raised  during  the  previous  session  of 
Parliament,  but  no  one  had  then  proposed  a  vote  of 
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money  nor  had  an}'  mandate  been  tjiven  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Under  such  conditions,  and  particularly  when 
the  (jovernment  had  no  rights  marked  out  in  the 
Militia  Act  or  in  any  other  instrument,  they  could 
not  do  anything  but  wait  for  the  popular  judgment. 
When  he  had  given  the  interview  in  which  he  had  said 
that  it  would  be 'unconstitutional  for  the  (Government 
to  act  withor.t  consulting  Parliament,  he  had  laid  down 
a  proposition  from  which  he  had  departed,  but  the 
conditions  had  in  the  meantime  been  altered  ;  for 
war  had  been  declared  ;  the  British  Government  had 
arranged  a  plan  by  which  they  would  take  over  the 
Canadian  V^olunteers  as  soon  as  they  reached  Africa, 
and,  therefore,  the  Government  of  Canada  would  not 
really  be  sustaining  men  in  a  foreign  country  ;  and 
the  people  had  spoken.  Hut  he  admitted  that  the 
constitutional  point  was  the  weak  point  in  the  Govern- 
ment's case.  Upon  this  point  Sir  Charles  had  made 
no  attack. 

With  regard  to  the  criticism  that  they  had  not  done 
enough,  inasmuch  as  they  had  not  undertaken  to  pay 
the  Volunteers  while  in  South  Africa,  Sir  Wilfrid 
showed  that  the  Imperial  Government  had  decided 
against  such  action  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  Colonies. 
He  did  not  say  that  the  Government  had  ever  offered 
to  pay  the  men,  and  the  point  was  not  raised  as  to 
whether  the  absence  of  any  offer  from  Canada  had 
influenced  the  Imperial  Government  in  deciding  that 
all  Colonial  troops  should  be  put  upon  the  same  basis, 
and  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Imperial  treasury.  Hut 
with  the  ofificial  correspondence  before  the  House 
there  was  really  little  more  to  be  said  upon  this  ques- 
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tioii.  Sir  Wilfrid  said  that  the\-  would  ask  for  supplies 
sufficient  to  make  up  the  pa\-  of  all  the  Volunteers  to 
the  standard  pcrtainint;  in  the  Canadian  Militia,  and 
that  this  monev-  should  be  kept  in  reserve  as  a  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  any  dependent  upon  the  soldiers  or  be 
handed  over  to  them  on  their  return.  He  defended 
this  fundi ni;  of  the  money  rather  than  the  sending  of 
it  to  Africa,  there  to  be  distributed,  on  -  ground 
that  the  latter  course  tnight  create  jealou  les  on  the 
part  of  the  soldiers  who  were  not  receiving  this 
extra  amount  ;  and  he  defended  the  i)olicy  of  the 
Imperial  Government  in  undertaking  to  put  all 
soldiers  upon  the  same  basis,  and  also  this  policy 
of  the  Canadian  Government,  on  high  Imperial 
grounds. 

He  could  not  admit  that  Canada  should  take  part 
in  all    the    wars   of    the    Kmpire  ;    neither    was    he 
prepared    to  say  that   she  should  take   part   in  any 
wars   at    all.     Every  case  should  be   considered    on 
its  merits.     He  had  not  been  enthusiastic  over  the 
war  or  over  any  war.  but  he  believed  justice  to  be  on 
the  side  of  the  British  and,  from  the  stand  taken  by 
the  people  of  the  Transvaal,  he  had  recognised  that 
the  onl>-  thing  to  do  was  to  prosecute  the  war  to 
the  bitter  end.     With  a  grand  confederation  of  South 
Africa,    in    which    there    sh(juld    be   a    respecting  of 
rights,  sentiments  and  traditions,  justice,  freedom  and 
e(iualit\     as   their    ideals,    aspiratittns   and    purposes, 
"the  Colonies  of  Great  Britain  to-da\-  stand  behind 
her  -not  to  give  her  an\    assistance — she  does   not 
need  that— but  to  affirm  to  the  world  that  the  unity 
of  the  British   Kmpire  i>  a  real  and  living  fact ;  to 
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affirm  to  the  world  that  the  unitv  of  the  Hritish 
Empire  is  based  upon  and  derives  its  strength  from 
the  most  ample  local  autonomy  and  the  most 
unbounded  respect  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
all  its  subjects.  It  is  this  that  has  inspired  our 
policy,  and  that  policy  we  submit  with  confidence 
for  the  approval   of  Parliament." 

The  shortcomings  and  the  logical  weaknesses  of 
Sir  Wilfrid's  tlefence  were  taken  up  by  following 
Conservative  speakers,  who  continued  to  press  the 
concrete  case  of  Mr.  Tarte.  The  Liberals  worked 
hard  to  repair  breaches  and  strengthen  their  defensive 
position,  and  replied  continually  upon  the  motives  of 
the  Opposition.  Mr.  Bourassa,  Mr.  Monet,  and  other 
French  Canadian  members  opposed  the  course  of 
the  Government  on  constitutional  grounds  and  on 
grounds  of  policw  It  is  not  necessary,  perhaps,  to 
summarise  the  various  speeches,  for  the  reasons 
already  given,  that  no  principles  were  formulated, 
unless  by  the  individuals  who  announced  indepen- 
dence as  their  ideal,  and  no  substantial  results  were 
accomplished.  The  discussion  was  renewed  on  all 
possible  occasions  and  continued  throughout  the 
session. 

One  development  must,  however,  be  pointed  out. 
The  attacks  on  motives  became,  in  effect,  charges 
that  the  Conservatives,  on  the  one  hand,  had  taken 
an  e.xtreme  stand  in  order  to  rally  to  their  support 
the  population  of  Hritish  descent ;  and  that  the 
Liberals,  on  the  other  hand,  while  tr\ing  b\-  their 
explanations  to  hold  the  same  element,  were  allow- 
ing measures  to  be  used  to  organise  and  consolidate 
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behind  them  the  population  of  French  descent.  The 
prominence  thus  -iven  to  race  differences,  which  had 
been  present  from  the  beginning,  was  really  the  most 
important,  as  well  as  the  most  unfortunate,  result  of 
the  discussions. 

It  was  the  presence  of  this  disquieting  element  that 
gave  the  chief  value  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier's  splendid 
speech    on    March    13th.     The   danger   that  existed 
was  becoming  apparent.     It  would  be  impossible  to 
apportion    the    blame    as    between    the    parties    or 
between    individuals.     However    sound    ma\-    be  the 
principle   that,    in    an    important    matter   and  v.hen 
Parliament  is  not  in  session,  the  Government  should 
wait  until  the  people  have  spoken,  that  ver\-  principle 
must    at   times  open  the  wa\'   to  evils  greater  than 
those  it   seeks   to   avoid.     Hy   the   time   opinion  in 
favour   of  sending    a   contingent    had    gained    pre- 
ponderance in  Canada  the  beginnings  of  a  division 
on    race    lines  already  existed,  caused   b\'  the   tone 
of  public  discussion.     As  the  Government   took  its 
stand  upon   the  principle  of  waiting  for  a  majority 
voice,  it  must  accept  its  share  of  the  responsibility 
for  any   incidental  evds.     All  thoughtful  Canadians 
deplored   the  situation  ;  and  the    whole   nation    had 
just  been  shocked  b\-  the  riots  in   Montreal,  which, 
although  the\-  were  little  more  than  student  escapades, 
seemed  pt)rtentous. 

On  March  13th  Mr,  Hourassa  moved,  seconded 
bv  Mr.  Monet,  the  following  resolutions  :  "That  this 
House  insists  on  the  principle  of  the  sovereignty  and 
the  independence  of  Parliament  as  the  basis  of 
British   institutions   and    the  safeguard   of  the  civil 
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and  political  liberties  of  British  citizens,  and  refuses 
consequently  to  consider  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  South  African  war  as  a 
precedent  which  should  commit  this  country  to  any 
action  in  the  future. 

"  That  this  House  further  declares  that  it  opposes 
any  change  in  the  political  and  military  relations 
which  exist  at  present  between  Canada  and  Great 
Britain  unless  such  change  is  initiated  by  the 
sovereign  will  of  Parliament  and  sanctioned  by  the 
people  of  Canada." 

In  a  clever  speech  Mr.  Bourassa  presented  his 
views  and  supported  his  resolutions.  He  knew  that 
his  course  was  unpopular,  and  he  spoke  like  a  man 
at  ba)'.  He  lost  no  opening  for  personal  thrusts. 
Apart  from  these  and  the  tone  of  some  passages,  and 
regarding  only  its  logic,  the  speech  was  undoubtedly 
able.  livery  supporter  of  the  Government  had 
approached  the  work  of  defence  from  a  somev.hat 
different  standpoint,  and  not  only  was  there  no 
logical  consistency  in  the  defence  as  a  whole,  but 
there  was  perhaps  no  single  speech  that  was  entirely 
self-consistent ;  and  the  Conservatives  had  equally 
lacked  a  common  basis  for  attack.  There  was  a  fine 
chance  for  a  bright  logician.  This  was  destructive 
work.  In  building  up  a  case  for  his  resolutions 
Mr.  Bourassa  took  as  his  foundation  the  statement 
in  the  Order-in-Council  that  no  precedent  had  been 
created.  The  action  of  tho  Government  without 
consulting  Parliament  must  not  be  regarded  as  a 
precedent.  Yet  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  acknow- 
ledging    that     Order-in-Council     had     ignored    the 
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reservation  and  accepted  it  as  the  inauguration  of 
a  new  policy  ;  and  the  British  I'ress  and  part  of  the 
Canadian  Tress,  and  man\-  Canadian  public  men. 
had  taken  the  same  view.  Something  more  was 
needed  to  affirm  the  right  of  the  people  to  be 
formally  consulted  before  they  were  pledged  by 
action  forced  upon  the  Government  b\-  an  invitation 
or  request  from  the  Imperial  authorities,  and  by  the 
clamour  of  any  portion  of  the  poinilation. 

Hut  the  speech  and  the  resolutions  had  one  fatal 
fault— they  were  inopportune.  The  IIou.se  was  in  no 
mood  to  debate  academic  questions  relating  to  its 
own  powers,  and  it  was  already  abundantly  evident 
that  the  members  were  not  ready  to  vote  on  any 
broader  questions. 

To  reintroduce  the  old.  (jrofitless  di.scussions  was 
useless,  and  to  emphasise  the  unconsenting  attitude 
of  those  for  whoin  Mr.  Hourassa  professedly  spoke 
was,  at  that  juncture,  worse  than  useless. 

In   urging  the  mover  not  to  press  his  motion.  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier  delivered  a  speech  that  met  instan- 
taneijus  approval  among  all  classes  in  Canada,  and 
was     warmly    commended,    although    not    perhaps 
correctly    interpreted,    in    ICngland.     It   was    not  an 
Imperialist  speech  ;  it  was  a    Canadian    speech.     It 
was     directed    against    the    inopjjortunism    of    Mr. 
Hourassa  and  against  the  rising  danger  of  race  divi- 
sion, anil  was  addressed  more  to  French-Canadians 
than  to  any  others.     The  (Government  could  not  be 
blamed  for  sending  the  contingents.    If  it  had  refused 
to  send  them  a  dangennis  agitation  would  have  arisen 
which,    according    to    all    human    probability,  would 
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have  ended  in  a  line  of  cleavage  upon  race  differences. 
The  majority  must  rule.  T'or  the  consequences  of 
the  action  or  for  what  would  occur  in  the  future  he 
could  not  answer.  .\I1  he  could  say  was  that,  if  it 
was  the  will  of  the  people  to  take  part  again  in  an 
Imperial  war,  the  people  would  have  its  way.  If  as 
a  consequence  of  this  one  action  Canada  must  take 
part  in  every  war,  then  he  agreed  that  Canada  must 
be  called  to  British  councils  and  share  the  responsi- 
bilities as  well  as  the  burdens.  But  there  was  no 
occasion  to  ask  that  to-day,  for  that  condition  of 
things  did  not  exist.  He  closed  with  this  splendid 
peroration  :  "  M\'  hon.  friend  reads  the  con.sequences 
of  this  action  in  sending  out  a  military  contingent  to 
South  Africa.  Let  me  tell  you  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  that  my  heart  is  full  of  the  hopes  I  entertain 
of  the  beneficial  results  which  will  accrue  from  that 
action.  When  our  young  Volunteers  sailed  from  our 
shores  to  join  the  British  army  in  South  Africa, 
great  were  our  expectations  that  they  would  disi)lay 
on  those  distant  battlefields  the  same  courage  which 
had  been  displaved  b\-  their  fathers  when  fighting 
against  one  another  in  the  last  century.  Again,  in 
man)-  breasts  there  was  a  fugitive  sense  of  uneasiness 
at  the  thought  that  the  first  facing  of  musketry  by 
raw  recruits  is  a'\va\s  a  severe  trial.  But  when  the 
telegraph  brought  us  the  news  that  such  was  the 
good  impression  made  by  our  Volunteers  that  the 
Coininander-in-Chicf  had  placed  them  in  the  post  of 
honour,  in  the  first  rank,  to  share  the  danger  with 
that  famous  corps  the  Gordon  Highlanders;  when 
we  heard  that  the\-  had  justified  fully  the  confidence 


»  M 


ii 

i- 
^1 


U 


286 


THE    C.WAOIAS    roSTlSfiESTS 


\\ 


! 


:  I 
I 
!  I 


placed  in  them,  that  they  had  char^^cd  hke  veterans, 
that  their  conduct  was  heroic  and  had  won  for  them 
the  encomiums  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the 
un-^tintcd  admiration  of  their  comrades,  who  had 
faced  death  upon  a  hunched  battlefields  in  all  parts 
of  the  world— is  there  a  man  whose  bosom  did  not 
swell  with  pride?— the  pride  of  pure  patriotism,  the 
pride  of  consciousness  of  our  risini;  strength,  the 
pride  of  consciousness  that  that  da\-  it  had  been 
revealed  to  the  world  that  a  new  power  had  arisen  in 
the  West. 

"  Nor  is  that  all.     The  work  of  union  and  harmony 
between   the  chief  races  of  this  country  is  not  yet 
complete.     We  know  by  the  unfortunate  occurrences 
that  took  place  only  last  week  that  there  is  much  to 
do  in  that  way.     But  there  is  no  bond  of  union  so 
strong  as  the  bond  created  by  common  dangers  faced 
in  common.     To-day  there  are  men  in  South  Africa 
representing  the  two  branches  of  tli£  Canadian  family, 
fighting  side   by   side    for   the   honour    of    Canada. 
Already  some  of  them  have  fallen,  giving  to  their 
country  the    last    full    measure   of  devotion.      Their 
remains  have  been  laid  in  the  same  grave,  there  to 
rest  to  the  end  of  time  in  that  last  fraternal  embrace. 
Can   we  not  hope— I  ask  my  hon.  friend  himself- 
that  in  that  grave  shall  be  buried  the  last  vestiges  of 
our  former  antagonism  ?     If  such  shall  be  the  result, 
if  we  can  indulge  that  hope,  if  we  can  believe  that  in 
that  grave  shall  be  buried  the  former  contentions,  the 
sending   (jf  the   contingents  would    be  the    greatest 
service   ever    rendered    to   Canada    since   confedera- 
tion." 
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Ten  French-Canadian  members  voted  for  Mr. 
liourassa's  motion. 

The  practical  provision  made  by  Parh'ament  for  the 
expenses  of  the  contingents  is  set  forth  in  the  rcsoUi- 
tions  introcUiced  on  February  I3tli  b\-  Hon.  Mr. 
l-'iclding,  Minister  of  r'inance  :  — 

"  I.  Resolved,  that  it  is  e.\'[)edient  to  provide  that 
from  and  out   of   the  Consolidated    Revenue    Fund 
of  Canada  there  shall  and  may  be  paid  and  applied 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  being  the  sum  of 
t\v(j  hundred  and  fifty    thousand    dollars   authorised 
under     Order-in-Council,   dated    the    fourth  day  of 
November,  one  thou.sand  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
nine,  and  the  sum   of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
authorised    by    Order-in-Council,    dated   the  fifth  of 
January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred,  towards  the  pa\'- 
ment  of  the  expenditure  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred, 
in  sending  the  c  ■     -agents  of  the  Canadian  Volun- 
teers  to  South  .-^      >,a,   or  in   connection    therewith, 
and  the  members  of  the  Queen's   Privy  Council  for 
Canada,  and  the  officers  and  persons  who  authorised 
or  made   the   expenditure  of  any  of  the  said  sums 
under    the   Order-in-Council    abu\e    referred    to,   or 
under  any  warrant  of  His  Excellenc)'  the  Governor- 
(iencral    issued    in    consequence    thereof,  or   on   the 
authority     thereof,    are     hereby     indemnified      and 
exonerated  from  all  liability  by  rea.son  of  having  used 
or  authorised  the   use  of  the  above-mentioned  sums 
of  mone)',  or  any  portion  thereof,  without  due  legal 
authority,  and  all  expenditure  heretofore  made  of  any 
of  said  sujns  .shall  be  held  to  have  been  lawfully  made. 
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"3.  In  addition  to  the  said  sum  of  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  referred  to  in  the  precedin:^ 
resolution,  there  shall  and  ina>-  be  paid  and  applied, 
from  and  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  I'und  of 
Canada,  a  further  sum  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
the  sum  of  one  million  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  towards  defraying  any  further  expenditures 
that  may  be  incurred  in  connection  with  the  sending 
of  Canadian  volunteers  for  active  service  m  South 
Africa,  and  for  providing  as  hereinafter  mentioned 
b\-  wav  of  allowance  to  such  volunteers  or  their 
dependents. 

"  3.  The  w(jrd  '  expenditures '  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions  includes  the  following: — 

"(r/i  All  expenses  of  every  kind  in  connection  with 
the  raising,  enrolling,  arming,  equipping,  provisioning, 
despatching  and  transporting  said  contingents  up  to 
the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the  place  of  debarkation  in 
.South  Africa. 

"(/';  The  payments  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  men  composing  the  said  contin- 
gents up  to  the  time  of  debarkation  as  aforesaid,  at 
the  rates  authorised  b\-  the  regulations  and  orders  of 
the  Department  of  Militia  and  Defence  ; 

"  ic)  All  seiKiration  allowances  paid  to  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  married  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men  at  the  rates  laid  down  by  the 
Imperial  regulations  ; 

"  id)  The  difference  between  the  rates  of  pa\-  of 
the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  which 
they  receive  or  are  entitled  to  receive  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government  during  their  period  of  service 
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in  South  Africa — such  difference  not  to  be  paid  to 
such  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
while  on  such  service,  and  the  amount  which  would 
be  payable  to  each  such  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer  or  man  to  be  placed  to  his  credit,  and  to  be 
applied  in  such  manner  as  the  Governor-in-Council 
ma\-  determine,  for  the  benefit  of  the  dependents 
upon  him,  or  failing  such  application  to  be  paid  to 
him  or  his  representatives  at  the  close  of  his  period 
of  service." 

Both  Liberals  and  Conservatives  believed  that  the 
electors  were  more  interested  in  the  new  Imperialism 
than  in  anything  else,  and  all   through  the  session 
both    were    manceuvring,  with  the   capture    of   the 
majority    sentiment   as    their   object.      The    further 
reduction  of  the  tariff  on  liritish  goods  was  one  of 
the  movements  b>-  which  the   Liberals  attempted  to 
offset  any  advantage  the  Conservatives  might   have 
gained.     It    cannot   be    .said,    of   course,    that   this 
reduction  was  made  only  for  its  strategic  advantages 
in  a  party  contest.     It  was,  however,  a  position  of 
.some  strength,  and  the  Liberals  certainly  availed  them- 
selves of  its  advantages  during  the  party  fight.     The 
wa)'    in    which    the   subject  was    introduced    in    the 
Speech   from  the  Throne  clearly  .showed  that  they 
intended  so  to  use  it.      Before  occupjing  it  in  force 
they  moved  to  clear  it  entirely  of  the  enemy.     This 
was  done  by  the  following  resolution  introduced  by 
Mr.    Ru.ssell    on    March    15th:     "That    this   House 
regards   the   principles  of  British  preference  in  the 
Canadian  customs  tariff  as  one  which  in  its  application 
has    already    resulted,   and    will,    in    an    increasing 
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measure,  continue  to  result,  in  material  benefit  to  the 
Mother  Countrv  and  to  Canacia.  and  which  has 
alreadv-  aided  in  weldin-  and  must  still  more  firmly 
weld  to-ethor  the  ties  which  now  bind  them,  and 
de.ires  "to  eNi.re>s  its  emphatic  ai.i)roval  of  such 
\U\u.h  preference  havin-  been  ;^ranted  by  the 
Parliament  of  Canada."  „ 

The    C-onscrvative    leader^    believed    in    "mutual 
preference,    as   opposed    to    •' one-side<l"    preference, 
and  thev  could  not  in  any  case  support  a  resolutu.n 
„,  nah-ablv  inten.led  as  a  direct  vote  of  eonfide.ice  m 
the  Govermnent.     The  Liberals  did  not  wish  them  to 
support  it.     Thev-  were  trjin-  to  present  in  a  stn.n^l)- 
Imperialistic  li-ht  somethin-  they  had  done  and  at 
the  same  time  force  the  Conservatives  into  an  ..ppos.te 
nnsition.     When  the  Conservatives  voted  a-amst  the 
,v...lution  there  was  material  for  campai-n  arguments 
,„    the    effect    that    the   C-.nservatives   .f   elected    to 
p;,uer.   would   be    bound  to  reiK-al    the  p'^sent    l-re- 
fnence  and  theti  wait  for  a  -  bar-ain."     W  as  th.s    m 
accordance  with   the  si-irit   ..f  the  tnne^ 

When  the  Liberals  bnui-ht  in  their  further  n-duc- 
t;,,n  i,  favour  <.f  Hnti-^h  -o"«1n  lV"m  :,  l.er  cent,  to 
>,,>  per  cent.,  it  .va.  open  to  their  .upi.orter.  to 
.av  that  whatever  objection.  ..i-i-onents  mi-ht  nr-e 
.,,;.^i„,t  their  conduct  of  the  rontinuvut  matter,  .t 
,nu>t  be  an  entire  mistake  to  suiM.ose  that  th-ir 
attitude  towar.l  closer   Imperial   union    ua^  not    per- 

fectlv  'tiund. 

Tn  meet  this  the  Conservatives  attempted  to  sjv.w 
that  the  LiberaN  were  opjx.sed  to  the  only  tariff 
,,„licv  that   could   really  bind   the   l-mpire  to:4ether. 
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and    they    made    thcMTi  vote    against  "mutual"    pre- 
ference.    So  was  the  warfare  waited. 

There  is  no  need  to  trace  more  minutely  the  history 
of  the  session  of  1900.  Only  its  general  results  on 
liic  movement  which  was  marked  by  the  sending  of 
tlie  contingents  is  of  interest  here.  The  most  im- 
portant fact  about  it  is  that  no  clear  issues  on 
Imperialism  were  evolved  u[)on  which  the  judgment 
of  the  electors  could  be  taken  at  the  elections  a  few 
months  later.  Imjjcrialism  remained  as  confused  an 
issue  as  it  had  been  befon  .  In  place  of  any  broad 
general  principles,  the  exigencies  of  party  warfare 
had  brought  into  prominence  |)ersonal  differences, 
race  differences,  and  tariff  differences.  .\  tendency 
was  noticeable  to  confirm  the  polic\-  of  active  co- 
operation within  the  l-.mpire.  but  even  the  temperate 
and  reasoned  speeches  of  a  ^c\\  of  the  I'rench- 
Canadian  nu-mbers  could  not  attract  gc.vral  discus- 
sion beyond  the  particular  facts  then  before  I'arliament. 
Many  (juotalions  might  be  given  from  s|)eeches  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  from  speeches  both  in 
I'lench  and  in  I-.nglish,  which  were  in  perfect  harmoii)- 
with  the  most  advanced  sentiment  of  the  da\-,  but  the 
debates  as  a  whole  were  inconclusive. 


II 
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With  the  elections  held  on  November  7,  1900,  ends 
the  period  of  agitation  on  the  subject  of  the  Canadian 
contin;4ents.      That   date  forms  the    n; 'iiral  closing- 
point  of  a  liistory  of  a  movement  \vh    n  began  with 
individual  offers  for  service  in  June.  1899.  and  pnssed 
tliroui^h   the  various  phases  of  popular    endorsation, 
governmental  action,  military  effort,  popular  supjjort, 
parliamentary   debate,    and    electoral   judgment,     it 
cannot  truthfullv  be  said   of  many  movements  that 
the\-  began    at    ir.e    |)recise    moment   at  which  they 
became  prominent,  or  ended  when  absorbing  interest 
subsided.     I'or  her  participation  in  the  South  African 
war  Canada  had  been  prepared  by  all  her  previous 
history,   and    the    accompanying    phenomena    were 
indicati'  Ms  of  character    and   conditions  which    had 
long    been    in    the    making.     .\nd    far    from    ending 
when  the  soldiers  had  returned  and  the  subject  hail 
dropped  temporarils    out  of  jxilitics,  the  movement, 
in  its  effects,  must  contiiuie  mdefnntel)'.     As  a  dis- 
tinctive   movement,  however,  it  had  a  beginning  in 
June,  1S99,  and  an  ending  at  tlie  close  of  the  political 
campaign    in    .November.    1900,    the    demonstrations 
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over  the  return  of  the  last  detachments  of  Volun- 
teers some  weeks  later  being  an  after-glow  of 
enthusiasm. 

The  result  of  the  elections  was  the  returning  of  Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier  and  his  Government  to  power  by  a 
majority  of  fori  .-one  over  Conservatives  and  In- 
dependents, llis  working  majority  will  probably 
include  most  of  the  Independents,  eight  in  number. 
In  Quebec  alone  he  obtained  a  majority  of  forty- 
nine  out  of  a  total  representation  of  sixty-five,  the 
Conservatives  electing  only  seven  members,  and  one 
being  elected  as  an  Independent  member.  Not  only 
did  he  secure  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
French-Canadian  vote  in  Quebec,  but  he  had  also 
the  almost  solid  support  of  the  French-Canadians  in 
the  other  Provinces,  who  are  numerous  enough  in 
some  twenty-five  (jr  thirty  constituencies  to  be  an 
a|)preciable  factor.  In  Ontario  he  suffereil  a  net  loss 
of  fourteen  seats,  his  majority  of  eight  over  the 
Conservatives  being  ccjnverted  into  a  minority  of 
twentv.  In  the  remaining  Provinces  his  majority 
was  nineteen  over  Conservatives  and  si.xteen  over 
Conservatives  and  Independents. 

From  these  facts  it  is  evident  that  the  I'rench- 
Canadian  vote  decided  the  elections.  Had  it  been  at 
all  ecjually  divided  between  the  two  parties  it  is 
almost  certain  the  Conservatives  would  have  had  a 
slight  majoril)-.  This  unanimit\-  among  the  French- 
Canatlians  and  the  division  of  opinion  among  the 
Fnglish-s|)eaking  majorit) ,  with  a  slight  preponder- 
ance against  the  Government,  call  fitr  explanation. 
How  was  the  campaijiti  conducted  to  produce  such 
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results?     And  what   is  the  real   meaning,  so  far  as 
Imperialism  is  concerned,  of  the  verdict  at  the  polls? 
In  the  lit,dit  of  the  election  campaign  the  one  clear 
fact  about  the  I'rcnch-Canadians  is  that  the\-  did  not 
approve  of  being    rushed   into  militant  Imperialism 
without    due    reflection    and    regular    constitutional 
procedure.     This    is   not  only  an    intelligible,  but  a 
sound  position.     I  low  much  farther  the>-  would  go  in 
their  opposition  to  Imperialism  has  not  been  deter- 
mined.    The  campaign  conducted  in  Quebec  b\-  b..th 
parties  was    anti-imperialistic.      On  the  one  side  it 
was  claimed  that  Sir  Charles  Tupper  and   his  sup- 
porters   were    trxing    to    use    the    luiglish-speaking 
majoritv   in    the   country  to   secure  a    snap-verdict; 
:ind.  ou'the  other  side,  '     vas  claimed  that  Sir  Wilfrid 
l.aurier  was  prepared  ti  go  very  nnich  farther  than 
Sir    Charles   Tupper,  as  shown   by  his  '-one-sided" 
preference,  and  by  certain  remarks  which  were  inter- 
preted to  mean  that  he  was  ready  to  consider  some 
sciieme   of  federation.     Neither  party   held    up   the 
sending   of  the   contingents,  nor  any  «>f  the  larger 
developments  of  Imperialism,  as  desirable  things  in 

themselves. 

Kveii  beyond  the  reciuirements  of  party  tactics  was 
the  cam|)aign  against  Imi)erialism  carried.  Men  like 
Mr.  Houravsa  and  Mr.  M..net  held  meetings  all 
through  the  I'rovince  of  Ouebec,  and  visited  l-'rench- 
Canadiaiis  in  other  provinces  to  opi)ose  the  ideals  of 
the  new  Imi)erialism,  and  resolutions  were  passed  at 
some  such  meetings  against  "every  scheme  of  Im- 
perial federation  and  every  contribution  by  Canada 
to    wars   of    the    Empire   foreign    to   Canada."      A 
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noticeable  revival  of  racial  spirit  occurred  among 
the  French-Canadians.  Racial  or  relij,nou.s  festivals 
were  celebrated  with  more  than  usual  fervour  ;  the 
tricolour  flag  was  more  often  and  more  conspicuously 
displayed  perhaps  than  ever  before;  and  many  refer- 
ences were  made  to  France  as  the  Mother  Country. 

These  facts  must  not  be  hastily  assumed  to  reveal 
either  an   intention  on  the  part  of  a  few  or  a  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  many  t^  take  uji  a  position 
antagonistic  to  Hritish  connection.     It  is  true  that  a 
fading  ideal  of  a  J-'rench-Canadian  Republic  on  the 
banks  of  the    St.    Lawrence    is    still  entertained   by 
some,  but  there  is  little,  if  any,  dissatisfaction  with 
the  existing  status.    They  do  not  desire  to  be  reunited 
to  France.     Above  all  else,  they  are  Canadians  ;  next, 
the)-  are  Hritish.     At  the  convention  of  Acadians  in 
August,  whose  eventful  past  has  handed  down  sad 
and  unfavourable  traditions,  the  following  resolution 
was  a(U)pted  b\-  the  raising  of  the  hand  to  heaven  : 
"We,  the    iM-ench    Acadians,   assemVjled    in    general 
conventitm    at     Arichat,    Cape     Hreton,    i)rotest    our 
unfailing   loyalty   to   the    Hritish    Crown,   and   as   a 
token  of  our   love  for   Her   Majesty,  offer   her  our 
condolence    on    the    recent    death    of     His     Royal 
Highness  the   Prince  of  Saxe-Coburg." 

There  is  n<;  reason  to  doubt  that  any  general 
assembly  of  iMench-Canadians  would  with  etiual 
sincerity  protest  their  devotion  to  the  Hritish  Cn.wn 
and  to  Hritish  institutions.  Hut  if  any  diange  of 
status  is  to  occur,  they  must  have  time  to  weigh  the 
respective  merits  of  Hritish  Imperialism  and  indei)en- 
dence.     In  any  case  they  are  willing  and  anxious  to 
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work  witli  their  fcllow-Canadiaiis  of  British  descent 
for  the  best  interests  of  Canada.  Too  much  must 
not  be  taken  for  ^^ranted;  a  common  meeting-ground 
must  be  found,  and  .idvances  must  then  be  properly 
proposed  and  reasonably  undertaken. 

The  stimulation  of  the  racial  feeling  among  the 
I'Vench-Ca'iadians,  with  its  manifestations  during  the 
months  preceding  the  elections,  was  not,  however, 
due  solely  to  the  revolt  against  the  impetuousness 
of  the  Imperialists.  It  was  jKirtly  the  result  of 
deliberate  incitement  by  partisans  for  part)'  pur- 
poses. 

If  both  parties  conducted  an  anti- Imperialistic 
campaign  in  Ouebec  it  ma>-  be  asked  why  the 
French-Canadians  chose  that  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier. 
All  their  racial  feeling  inclined  them  toward  a 
I'rench-Canadian  premier.  In  1S96  they  had  sup- 
ported him  against  powerful  influences  so  that  one 
ol  themselves  might  be  the  leader  of  a  Government. 
In  1900  the  same  motives  operated.  Besides  this, 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  was  their  logical  choice.  Many 
accused  him  of  going  too  far  and  of  sacrificing  the 
constitutional  and  sentimental  rights  of  the  I'rench- 
Canadians  ;  but,  as  against  this,  his  course  was  repre- 
-sented  as  a  wise  ctmipromise  between  that  of  the 
Conservatives  in  other  Provinces,  and  that  the 
I'"rench-Canadians  would  have  preferred.  Between 
the  compromise  and  the  headlong  Im[)erialism  of 
some  of  the  Conservatives  they  chose  the  compro- 
inise.  Mven  though  Sir  Charles  Tupper  had  more 
definite  views  on  s(»me  negative  points,  he  had  not 
been  the  more  cautious  of  the  two  in  this  particular 
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case ;  and  whether  he  had  been  or  not,  they  felt  safer 
under  one  of  their  own  race  and  religion. 

The  meaning  of  the  vote  in  the  other  Provinces  is 
not  so  easily  read.  Why  did  not  the  great  popular 
majority,  which  had  insisted  on  the  sending  of  a 
contingent  and  would  listen  to  no  formal  objections 
and  consider  no  com[)romise,  v(jte  as  .solidly  against 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  as  the  I'rench-Canadians  had 
voted  for  him?  If  the  number  of  those  who  un- 
qucstionabl}'  took  this  stand  in  the  autumn  of  1899 
was  really  as  great  as  it  appeared  to  be,  which  there 
is  no  means  of  deciding,  then  the  principal  reason 
must  be  that  '.he  Conservatives  had  no  defined  and 
consistent  Imperial  policy  to  present  to  the  electors. 
Their  case  was  still  further  weakened  b)'  what 
Conservatives  were  saying  in  Quebec.  Another 
reason  was  that  the  Liberals  did  not,  outside  of 
Ouebec.  represent  their  course  as  a  compromise,  but 
;\s  the  carrying  out  of  the  will  of  the  people  just  as 
fast  as  the  constitution  would  permit.  They  had  sent 
the  contingents.  Who  could  have  done  more  ?  For 
their  attitude  the)'  referred  the  people  to  their  Hritish 
tariff  preference.  Under  such  conditions  the  electorate 
was  bewildered.  Indeed,  so  confused  was  the  Impe- 
rialistic issue,  that  in  many  constituencies  the  local 
candidates  conducted  their  campaigns  with  scarcely 
an  allusion  to  it,  but  sought  votes  almost  entirely 
on  domestic  issues.  The  new  enthusiasms  and  new- 
ideals  hail  no  chance  to  express  themselves  at  the 
polls. 

This  was  the  situation  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
people.     It  must   be   supplemented   by  a  review  of 
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the  dcvclopiriL-nts  among  those  who  coiifluctcd  the 
campaiLjn  on  both  sides.  The  excesses  of  both 
Liberals  and  Conservatives  may,  for  the  sake  of 
convenience  of  characterisation,  be  ascribed  to  the 
partisans  in  the  ranks  of  both  parties. 

When  Sir  Charles  Tupper  returned  from  luigland 
in  September,   1S99,  he   announced  himself   as    em- 
phaticall)-  in   favour  of  an  offer  of  a  contingent   by 
the  (lovernment.  and  promised   his   support   to  the 
C.overnment    for   any    legislation    necessary    to   give 
effect   to  such  an   offer.     B\-  that  time  the  popular 
movement  had  assumed  such  proportions  that  i)ublic 
men  could  not  overlook  it.     If  Sir  Charles  Tupi)er 
believed  that  in  the  particular  crisis  Canada  .should 
come  fcjruard  with  assistance,  no  valid  objection  can 
be  raised  to  the  first  stei)s  he  tool:.     In  urging  the 
matter  upon  the  attention,  of  the  Government  he  was 
voicing  the  opinion  of  a  large  section  of  the  [wpula- 
tion.      Had    the    Government    then    been    ready    to 
announce  its  position,  few  of  the  future  complications 
could  have  arisen.      Had  the  Government  even  made 
a  statement  to  the  effect  that  it  was  carefully  con- 
sidering the  matte     and  would  do  what  in   its  best 
judgment  was  best  for  Canada,  the  growing  impatience 
would  have  been  allayed.     Hut  the  Government  said 
nothing,  and  was  evidently  hesitating.     This  made  an 
opportunity-  which  Conservative   partisans   would   not 
allow  to  pass  by. 

The  Conservative  party  is  historically  the  British 
or  Imperial  party  in  Canada.  I'ntil  their  advent  to 
power  in  iSt/j  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party  repre- 
sented rather  the  pro- United    States  or  independent 
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attitude.     When  they  did  not  continue  to  advocate 
in    power    the    doctrines     they    had     preached     in 
opposition,  the  Liberal  leaders  were  accused  b\-  the 
Conservative    partisans  of   so   sudden    a   conversion 
upon  such  matters  as  tariff  protection    and   British 
Imperialism   that  the  change  of  views  could  neither 
be  sincere  nor  lasting.     At  the  time  of  the  Jubilee 
the   Liberal    Premier   had    represented    Imperialism, 
although  he  had  been   a  frank   believer  in  indepen- 
dence ;  and  for  their  tariff  reduction  on  Ikitish  goods 
the    Liberals   had    received    credit    for    Imperialistic 
designs,  although  the  Conservative  partisans  claimed 
that  the  exclusive  reduction  was  the  accidental  out- 
come of  a  tariff  measure  that  was  offered  as  a  scjp  to 
the  consistent  free-trade  wing  of  the  party,  and  was 
intended  to  apply  to  every  country  offering  low  tariff 
rates  to  Canada,  and  in   particular  to  be  used  as  a 
lever  in  effecting  an  arrangement  with  the   United 
States  whereby  a  larger  share  of  that  market  should 
fall    to  Canada.     The  Government's   hesitation  over 
the    matter   of    a   contingent    and    the    presence   of 
strong  public  feeling  made  an  opjrartunity  for  these 
partisans  to  put  to  the  test  the  real  attitude  of  the 
Liberal   leaders.     As  the  Government  continued  to 
hesitate,  the  partisans  continued  to  urge  immediate 
action,    with     little    thought     for    effects     in    other 
directions.    They  desired  t(j  convict  the  (iovernment 
of  having  paraded  for  nearh-  four  \ears  under  false 
colours. 

When  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  gave  out  his  statement 
thai  there  were  constitutional  difficulties  in  the  way, 
and  that  because  of  these  the  Government  had  not 
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seriously  entertained  the  idea  of  sending  a  contingent 
even  up  to  the  3rd  of  October,  the  case  seemed 
aheady  won.  IJut  when  Mr.  Tarte  and  other 
Trench-Canadian  politicians,  and  many  French- 
Canadian  newspapers,  warmly  backed  up  the  stand 
Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  had  taken,  the  attack  was 
unforuinately  extended  by  some  individuals  to 
include  these  politicians  and  editors  personally,  and 
one  or  two  indiscreet  remarks  were  made  with 
reference  to  the  attitude  of  the  French-Canadians 
as  a  whole.  These  were  the  excesses  of  the  Con- 
servative partisans  in  the  opening  stages  of  the 
movement.  Their  course  may  be  reprehensible  even 
under  the  ethics  of  the  part)'  system  of  government, 
and  their  advocacy  of  a  contingent  may  have  been 
unbalanced  by  a  proper  concern  for  national 
harmony,  or  even  dignity  ;  but  perhaps  it  is  only 
fair  tt)  remember  that  the  Imperialistic  position  was 
theirs  naturally  as  a  legacy  from  the  dominant 
section  of  the  Conservative  part)'  in  times  past,  and 
that  they  were  [probably  all  honestly  an.xious  that 
a  Canadian  contingent  should  be  offered. 

What  shall  be  said  of  the  Government  and  its 
partisans  ?  While  extremists  on  the  other  side 
were  shaping  the  movement  into  an  extreme  move- 
ment, the  Government  temporarily  abdicated  its 
leadership.  It  said  nothing  and  did  nothing.  Racial 
irritation  has  often  been  provoked  in  Canada,  and  it 
required  no  peculiar  prescience  to  foresee  what  must 
happen  in  this  case  unless  cither  action  or  argument 
took  the  place  of  agitation  ;  and  yet  the  Government 
for  some  time  maintained  silence,  and  then  interposed 
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formal  constitutional  objections  in  the  way  of  action. 
These  constitutional  objections  were  important,  but 
inasmuch  as  thej-  could  be  overcome  by  the  simple 
expedient  of  calling  Parliament,  they  cannot  be 
regarded  as  more  than  formal  objections.  As  it  is 
hard  to  believe  that  any  Government,  seeing  how 
things  were  temling,  would  deliberatel\-  choose  to  let 
them  go  on  until  a  popular  majority  was  created  by 
agitation,  in  order  in  that  way  to  meet  formal  consti- 
tutional objections  rather  than  settle  them  regularly 
by  a  session  of  Parliament,  it  must  be  assumed  that 
the  defence  afterward  entered  on  this  ground  was  an 
afterthought,  and  that  the  real  reasons  for  hesitation 
were  to  be  found  in  divisions  within  the  Cabinet,  or 
in  doubts  on  the  part  of  a  united  Cabinet  as  to  the 
desirability  of  the  advanced  Imperialism.  If  either 
of  these  latter  conditions  e.xisted,  it  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  it  wcjuld  have  been  dangerous  for  the 
(iovernment  to  meet  Parliament.  At  least,  it  is 
evident  that  the  Government  had  no  polic\'  on  which 
it  was  prepared  to  meet  Parliament.  Its  hesitation 
on  grounds  of  policy  commands  respect,  and,  as  has 
already  been  said,  the  pause  of  deliberation  ma)-  be 
one  of  the  most  important  precedents  created  ;  but 
the  question  then  arises  whether  the  Government 
should  not  sooner  have  made  up  its  mind.  It  knew 
of  the  efforts  made  for  years  by  influential  men  in 
Kngland  to  bring  about  co-operative  Imperial 
defence  ;  there  had  been  plenty  of  opportunit)'  for 
observing  the  tendencies  in  this  countrj-  ;  and  it  had 
had  weeks  to  study  the  particular  influences  at  work 
over  the  situation  arising  from  the  impending  war  in 
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South  Africa.  Its  course  m.i_\-  in  the  end  be  found 
to  have  been  best  for  Canada  ;  this  is  a  (juestion  for 
the  future  to  settle ;  but  if  it  !iad  been  different, 
partisans  would  have  had  less  chance  to  do 
immediate  mischief. 

I)urin;4  this  time  the  Liberal  partisans  were  not 
idle.  The\-  claimed  that  the  Conservatives  were 
aiminf^  to  arouse  British  racial  prejudices,  and  b\- 
thus  defining  the  issue  helped  to  i,Mve  it  reality ; 
and,  in  Quebec,  they  t;ave  altogether  unwarranted 
prominence  to  the  few  indiscreet  references  to  the 
French-Canadians.  There  may  have  been  a  little 
genuine  alarm  in  Quebec,  but  as  those  who  repeated 
and  enlarged  upon  these  indiscretions  were  old 
politicians,  who  had  had  e.\perience  enough  to  put 
a  correct  estimate  upon  them,  they  cannot  be  excused 
of  blame  for  deliberately  attempting  to  rally  behind 
them  the  l""rench-Canadian  population. 

By  the  time  the  (iovernment  were  read)-  to  act,  or, 
as  its  defenilers  would  put  it.  when  the  right  time  for 
action  had  come,  a  danger  of  cleavage  on  race  lines 
was  n.'cogiu'sed.  This  danger  was  probably  more 
app.areiit  .l..iM  real,  iwr  Canadians  do  not  admit  the 
l)ossibilit\-  of  a  fatal  breach  lietween  the  chief 
branches  of  a  firmly  united  people,  and  if  things 
had  gone  much  farther  a  reaction  would  ha\e  set  in 
on  both  sides.  But  wiierc  there  is  difference  all 
danger  cannot  bj  absent. 

At  the  extreme  on  one  side  was  intolerance,  and 
at  the  extreme  on  the  other  was  resentment.  The 
intolerance  was  directed  against  all,  without  dis- 
tinction   of    race,    who   opjjosed    the   sending   of    a 


THE  i:i.i:cT/o.\s 


303 


contingent  or  who  questioned  the  justice  of  the 
war.  In  Ontario  and  other  l<'nglish-speakint;  pro- 
vinces there  were  individual  cases  of  boycottintj  or 
more  furciblc  manifestations  of  displeasure  aj^ainst 
tlie  few  who  boldly  expressed  their  opposition.  Dis- 
loyal  was   a    word    much    too    frequently  used.     In 
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Quebec  the  students  of  Mc(iill  translated  an  exag- 
gerated vocabularx'  into  action  in  so  naively  literal 
a  manner  that  the  whole  country  was  startled  into  a 
realisation  of  its  absurdit)-.  Marching  out  without 
premeditation  on  March  1st  to  celebrate  the  relief 
of  Ladxsmith  and  noticing  that  flags  were  not  flying 
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on  the  officos  of  one  or  two  of  the  Frcnch-Canaciian 
newspapers,  the  students  rashly  iinclertook  to  compel 
the  (.utward  si^^jiis  of  "  loyaIt\-."  and  then  proceeded 
to  La\al  I'niversity  intendini,^  to  hoist  na;j[s  there, 
but  they  were  repelled  by  streams  of  water  on  an  icv 
day.  Counter-demonstrations  and  reprisals  followed, 
and  for  two  or  three  days  Montreal  was  threatened 
with  a  conflict  between  mobs.  .\s  s(»on  as  the  first 
excitement  liad  subsided  !  •nest  rej;ret  was  expressed 
on  both  sides,  and  the  whole  po])ulation  united  a  (cw 
days  afterward  in  a  reception  to  Strathcona's  Horse, 
and  later  in  welcomes  to  the  relurniiiLi  "^oIiHers. 

DuriuLj  the  session  of  Parliament,  in  the  absence 
of  broad  i)rinciples,  the  members  marshalled  the 
incidents  of  jjartisan  conduct,  wiiich  thus  i^ained 
still  more  importanci-.  .\s  the  session  failed  to 
produce  any  ijreat  issues,  but  rather  put  in  the 
fore;^round  such  secondary  issues  as  the  excesses  of 
])artisans  and  whether  or  not  o:ie  clause  in  a  tariff 
measure  wa  ;'ood  business  and  5.yo,)d  Imperialism, 
no  ;^uidin^f  or  restraining^  influence  was  provided  for 
the  campai;4n  in  the  coimtry.  W'itii  no  clear  j,'oaI 
of  |)ublic  polic\-  in  si^^d't.  the  irievitable  tendency  on 
both  sides  was  to  wander  in  whatever  direction  the 
proximate  ';ood  of  party  adxaiita^e  appeared.  In 
the  then  state  of  public  feelin;.;  no  party  advantai^e 
was  to  be  trained  In-  advocating;  co- operative  Im- 
l)erial  defence  in  Ouebec,  and  neither  |)art\'  was  led 
in  that  direction.  Hut  there  was  a  part\-  advantaj^e 
in  cxposin;4  the  o\er-ea^a'rness  or  mistakes  of  the 
other  side,  in  Ontario  and  some  of  the  other  Pro- 
vinces, (mi   the  "ther  hand,  eacii   party  was  attracted 


.-j»'.;iiijB^ 


THE   lil.lXTlOXS 


30:> 


toward  the  aclvantaije  to  be  secured  by  explaining  its 
action  as  more  in  accordance  with  the  Imperiah'stic 
sentiment  there  prcvailinfj  than  were  the  actions  of 
its  opponents.  Thus  tlie  election  campai^ni  was 
fouLjht  on  different  planes  in  different  parts  of  the 
countrx',  and  mutual  char-'es  of  doubIe-deaIin<r  in 
IJoIicy  formed  a  lar<;e  part  of  the  campaign  ammuni- 
tion. 

I'.ven    the    leaders   did    not    escape    the   universal 
tendenc}-    to     present    different    sides    to    different 
audiences.      In    Ouebec    cit>-    Sir    Iharlcs    Tupper 
restated   his  grounds   for  opposing   Imperial  federa- 
tion,   which    Sir    Wilfrid     Laurier    in    some   of    his 
speeches,    particularlv    in    England    in     1S97,    had 
seemed   to  favour,  and   attacked  the  Liberals'  tariff 
preference    because    it    had    not    benefited    England 
and    was    injurious   to  Canada,  and   becau.se  it  was 
calculated   to  prevent  the  adojjtion  of  the  principle 
i>f  mutual  preference  which  would  de\elop  the  com- 
merce of  the  whole  l-Impire.     Canada  was  loyal  to 
the    Emjjire,   and    French-Canadians  were   as    loyal 
as  any  other  part  of  the  population.     Of  her  own 
free  will   and  on  her  own  judgment  Canada  would 
contribute    her  portion   whenever  the    necessities   of 
the    Empire   recjuired    it.      The   s|)ontaneousness   of 
the   gift    of  contingents    for    South    Africa    was    its 
chief  merit.     Hut  Sir  Charles  omitted  his  strictures 
upon  the  (iovcrmnent  for  not  being  prompt  enough 
and  heart\  enough  in  contributing  these  contingents. 
What    he   omittetl    in    Ouebec    he  dwelt  upon   in 
i'oronto.     Local   Conservatives    in   Ouebec  took   up 
the  criticisms  of  Sir  Wilfrid   Laurier's  idca.s  or  hints 
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of  fcdonitiun,  and  sonu-  of  them  vit^oroiisly  oi)i)osc<l 
cvcr>thin-  about  the  new  Imperialism.  A  pamphlet 
i  sued  by  them  emlwihiiiLj  this  position  was  in  nc- 
(liate1>-  repudiated  b\-  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  but  despite 
this  repudiation  it  was  charL;ed  atjainst  the  Con- 
servative part)-. 

In  Toronto,  Sir  Wilfrid   I. aurier  devoted  consider- 
able time   to  exposing;  the  differences  in   the  views 
expressed    b\-    the    Conservatives.      This    was    t^^ood 
tactics,  for  the  chief  thin-  the  Liberals  had  to  fear 
outside    of    Quebec    was    a    consistent    Conservative 
policy  on   advanced   lmi)erialism.     If  the  Conserva- 
tives'had    no   such  policy  the   Liberals  were  larj^ely 
relieved    from    the    necessity   for   forming    one.      lie 
defended    their    tariff     measure,    which     had     been 
prompted    by    "gratitude"    to    Hn<.dand.      He    also 
defended    the    takini;    («f  due   time    for  deliberation 
over    the   offerin-,^   of  a    contingent    on    the    ground 
that  it  was  not   right   to  spend  the  people's  money 
without    authority-    and    on    the    ground    that    pre- 
cautions   had   to    be  taken   to  guide  public  ojiinion 
in    Ouebec.       The   general    inference   on    this    point 
seemed    to    be    that    the    (iovcrnment    was    rcad> 
enough,    but    was    prevented     from    acting    sooiier 
lie    closed    with    an    eloquent    appeal    for    a    united 
Canadianisni. 

In  Ouebec  he  interpreted  the  CK'vernmentV  action 
rather  as  the  allow  ing  of  \nlunteers  t<>  reach  the  Iroiit 
at  the  Ciovernmeiil'-^  expeiiM',  and  claime<i.  as  he  had 
doue  in  <>pp«i>iiig  .Mr.  H(iura^>a's  ris..lution  in  t'.'e 
House,  that  the  ( InvL-rnnunt  should  not  be  blamed 
for  acceding  to  the  majorit).     An  inference,  opposite 
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to  tliiit  drawn  by  mail)-  from  his  s|/ccch  in  Toronto, 
was  doubtless  drawn  b\-  man\-  in  Quebec  from  his 
treatment  of  this  point  in  his  speeches  in  that  Pro- 
vince, liefore  Ouebec  audiences  he  appeared  as  one 
of  their  f)wn  race  and  religion,  and  althouj^h  he 
expressly  claimed  no  credit  for  this,  he  ver\-  clearly 
emphasised  the  facts.  lie  spoke  there  just  as 
cloqucntl)'  for  a  united  Canada. 

His  supporters  in  Ouebec  made  much  of  the  facts 
about  race  and  religion,  some  of  them  s^oint;  so  far 
as  to  say  that  little  else  should  be  considered.  In 
speeches,  in  articles,  and  in  cartoons,  they  misrepre- 
sented, ill  some  instances  <,M()ssly,  the  attitude  of 
the  Conservatives  as  beinj;  hostile  to  the  French- 
Canadians  and  tlieir  religion.  Appeals  like  this  can 
be  most  effectively  used  among  minorities  ;  and 
although  some  Cf  v-rvative  partisans  may  have 
yieldetl  to  the  tem,  .tion  to  approach  Knglish- 
speaking  Protestants  on  o[)posite  grounds,  they 
certainl)-  did  not  do  so  in  the  same  general  way  or 
with  the  same  visible  .  -suits. 

Only  those  features  of  the  campaign  w  iiich  had  to 
do  with  Imperialism  have  been  mentioned.  The 
actual  issues  were  tuunerous,  ;ind  were  all  discussed. 
What  was  the  effect  of  each  issue,  or  each  group 
of  issues  it  is  impossible  to  estimate.  On  tiie  subject 
of  Imperialism  all  thai  can  safel>-  be  said  is  that,  as 
between  .Sir  Wilfrid  I.aurier  and  the  (  oUNcrx  atives 
the  l-"rench-Canadiaus  voteil  tlu-ir  confulence  in  Sir 
\\  ilfrid  I.aurier,  and  that  a  few  constituencies  else- 
where voted  against  him  and  some  members  of  his 
Governujent  because  of  their  questionable  Imperialism. 
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Out  of  the  Iini)cri;ilistic  Uv^  one  object  tended  to 
appear,  Cana<'  Mn.  Hecause  of  the  insistence 
of  the  Conse:  aives  that  any  tariff  arrangement 
nuist  be  based  on  business  principles,  and  must 
provide  for  proper  ])rotection  or  proper  compensation 
for  Canadian  iiuhistries,  and  from  the  appeals  of  the 
Liberals  for  "  union,  peace,  friendship,  and  fraternity  " 
at  home,  it  is  jjrobably  true  that  before  the  campaign 
was  over  Canadians  were  thinking  more  about  the 
necessity  for  practically  sound  and  economically  safe 
conditions  in  their  own  country,  as  a  preliminary  to 
an\-  advance  whate\er,  than  they  had  thought  for 
)ears,  if  ever,  before. 

The  results  of  the  elections,  as  compared  with  the 
distribution  of  membership  at  the  time  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  I'arliament,  were  as  follows  : — 


Klivti.Mi^  ol    N.iViiuKr,  i 

.)00, 

I'lL\  itHlS 

Representation 

l.ilr 

Coil 

liul. 

l.ih 

Con 

Ind. 

()Mt:iri()                       .U 

54 

4 

4« 

40 

4 

( )iicbcc                        S7 

7 

I 

51 

•4 

0 

1'.  K.  Maiul 

2 

0 

3 

2 

0 

Nov;i  Scoti.i                15 

5 

I) 

II 

') 

0 

New  nniii>wick          () 

S 

0 

6 

« 

0 

Maiiilolia                      2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

N.  r.  Terr.                  4 

0 

0 

3 

I 

0 

I5riti>li  Cnliiiiillia        3 

> 

1 

4 

2 

0 

Totals 
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l.ih.  inaj.  over  Coii.  49        lab.  luaj.  over  Can.  52 

,.      Coii.\  IikI.  41  „  „     Con. «:  Ind.  47 

The  |)art\  that  wdu  the  elections  is  not  historical!)- 
the  lmperali>t  party,  although  it  has  ap|)roved  and 
carried  out  man\-  measures  that  are  calculated  to 
promote  British   Imperialism  ;  it  did  not  win  on  an 
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Imperialist  platform,  althoujjh,  outside  of  Quebec, 
none  of  its  supporters  opposed  Imperialism  ;  and  the 
most  solid  body  of  its  adherents  is  not  Imperialist, 
althouLjh  it  is  open  to  conviction  on  the  policy  that  is 
best  f(jr  Canada  as  a  whole.  The  Conservative  party 
did  not  lose  because  it  was  not  Imperialist  enough, 
but  it  could  not  ^ain  the  confidence  of  the  I'Vench- 
Canadians  atjainst  a  leader  from  amontj  themselves, 
whose  course  was  presented  as  a  compromise,  and  its 
Imperialism  was  not  defined  enough  or  consistent 
enough  to  gain  the  solid  support  of  the  advanced 
Imperialists  who  on  other  questions  had  strong  party 
feelings.  With  all  the  effects  of  the  recent  prosperity 
on  the  side  of  the  Liberals,  the  Conservatives  required 
some  clear  and  popular  policy  to  turn  the  scale.  The 
limitations  of  a  transition  period  prevented  their 
obtaining  this  poIic\  on  the  subject  of  Imperialism. 
On  that  subject  the  verdict  of  the  elections  is  am- 
biguous. 
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In  tlic  atmosphere  of  politieal  contention  vision  was 
distorted  and  perspective  lost.  The  atmosphere  has 
not  yet  siifficieiitl)-  cleared  to  lie  able  to  see  thintjs  in 
their  proper  jiroportions  and  relations.  It  is  yet  to<} 
s(M)!i  to  tell  what  will  be  the  permanent  <;eneral  effect 
in  (  anada  of  the  new  ideas,  the  new  emotions,  and 
the  new  active  experiences.  In  the  subsidence  of 
enthusiasm  much  ma\-  be  stranded  that  now  floats 
hiLjh  ;  and  the  true  level  can  be  measured  only  after 
the  el)bin;4  and  flowinLj  has  ceased. 

.\lthou;^^h  at  the  present  time  the  permanent 
j^eneral  effect  can  only  be  j^uessed  at,  it  is  possible 
to  set  down  man\'  of  the  immediate  effects  of 
|)articiilar  events  or  particular  developments.  Iluinan 
natmv  does  not  wait  until  a  movement  is  completed 
before  it  is  influenced  by  it  ;  nor  is  it  always  loL,ncal 
enough  to  revise  its  imjjressions  in  the  litjjht  of  an 
imjjartial  retrospect.  Rather  each  separate  effect, 
produced  at  different  stai^es  or  In"  different  aspects, 
tends  to  continue  in  its  own  course  until  it  meets  other 
effects,  and  the  final  effect  is  the  resultant  of  man\' 
different  and  e\en  opposite  efft-cts. 
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Various  kinds  and  qualities  of  actions  made  up  that 
a!^;4rci,^ate  uhicli  may  be  called  the  contingent  move- 
ment. There  were  acts  by  Imperial  statesmen  and 
b)'  Canadian  statesmen,  acts  by  officers  and  men, 
popular  actions  and  acts  by  political  partisans.  Each 
one  of  these  constituent  elements,  each  phase  of  the 
general  activity,  must  have  had  certain  effects.  These 
separate,  immediate  effects  had  only  to  be  noted 
when  the)-  occurred  ;  but  the  resultant  effect  or 
effects,  the  permanent  general  results,  have  \et  to 
reveal  their  force  and  direction. 

No  matter  what  the  ultimate  general  results  may 
be,  it  cannot  be  without  instruction  or  interest  to 
mark  a  few  of  the  more  easily  observable  immediate 
effects.  Some  were  ajjparently  favourable  to  the  new 
Imi)erialism  and  some  were  not.  The  same  thing 
may  even  have  produced  effects  of  both  kinds.  If 
the  diplomatic  methods  of  the  Imperial  authorities  in 
dealing  with  the  C\)lonies  be  taken  as  an  e.xamplc,  it 
will  probabl\-  be  found  that  while  they  were  success- 
ful in  bringing  about  united  Imperial  action,  they 
cau.sed  also  some  slight  local  irritation.  .\  semblance 
of  order  may  be  given  to  a  record  of  some  of  these 
effects  by  beginning  with  those  not  clearly  favourable 
to  the  new  Imperialism  and  passing  on  to  those  that 
are  favourable. 

Co-operation  by  the  Colonies  in  the  defence  of 
Imperial  interests  has  been  one  of  the  objects  of 
Imi)erial  statesmanship  for  some  years.  The  nego- 
tiations begun  with  this  object  in  view,  the  proposals 
made,  the  correspondence  which  pas.sed  between  the 
Imperial  Government  and  the  Canadian  Government 
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concerning  the  offer  of  troops  for  South  Africa, 
and  the  messages  sent  by  members  of  the  Imperial 
(iovernment  or  its  representatives  to  the  Government 
or  people  of  Canada,  may  all  be  reganied  as  coming 
under  the  term  diplomatic  I'letliods.  As  has  been 
said,  these  methods  were  ;  uccessful,  and  by  the 
majorit)-  they  were  never  (]uestioned.  If  any  ques- 
tioned them  in  minor  particulars,  however,  and  if  anv 
effect  was  produced  thereby,  the  matter  properl)- 
comes  under  notice.  To  put  these  objections  clearly, 
even  at  the  risk  of  exaggeration,  it  might  be  well  to 
make  out  of  all  Canadians  who  found  anything  to 
question  one  imaginary  individual  and  attribute  all 
the  captiousness  to  him.  This  composite  individual 
is  the  radical  Colonial  whom  people  in  Mother 
Countries  never  can  understand. 

This  radical  Colonial  is  now  an  idealist  and  now  an 
iconoclast,  and  he  may  change  from  one  mood  to  the 
other  with  less  provocation  than  would  an\-  t)'i)e  in 
older  countries.  Long  before  the  South  African  war 
he  had  thought  not  a  little  about  defence  and  about 
Imperial  defence  ;  but  the  dangers  that  are  so  real  to 
statesmen  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  not  so  real  to 
him.  Some  day  he  intended  to  take  up  the  question 
seriously,  but  that  day  had  not  come.  He  saw  the 
progress  of  the  movement  for  co-operative  Imperial 
defence,  but  he  was  aware  that  the  steady  force  back 
of  it  was  supplied  from  the  centre  of  the  Empire  and 
not  from  the  Colonies.  Vet,  while  definite  steps  were 
continually  being  taken  ahjug  this  line,  as  along  other 
lines,  he  was  being  told,  as  he  freely  translated  the 
language  used,  that  everything  was  waiting  for  sug- 
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Sestioiis  from  him.  Althoufjjh  susceptible  to  com- 
pliments of  deference,  he  rather  prides  himself  on 
clear-si;^ditedness,  and  this  tends  to  make  him  assume 
a  <lefensive  attitude,  even  without  cause.  He  became 
critical  of  the  methods  emi;loyed,  when  he  should, 
perhaps,  have  been  wholly  sympathetic  toward  the 
object.  It  was  by  some  such  process  as  this  that  he 
came  to  object  so  stron-ly  to  (leneral  llntton,  who, 
while  nominall)-  the  servant  of  the  Canadian  (Govern- 
ment to  carry  out  its  policy,  was  discovered  to  be 
intent  on  plans,  which  mi<,dit  have  received  ICnglish 
official  sanction,  but  had  never  been  formally  adopted 
in  Canada.  With  suspicions  thus  arou.sed,  he  dis- 
counted the  praise  i,d\en  him  for  so  sponianeousl)- 
coming  to  the  assist,  ice  of  the  Mother  Country  in 
the  South  African  trouble,  because  he  thought  the 
officials  so  praising  him  were  not  taking  due  credit  to 
themselves  for  their  [lart  in  the  matter.  In  other 
words,  and  on  no  better  grounds  than  these,  he  began 
to  wonder  if  he  was  being  treated  with  absolute 
frankness  and  directness. 

Another  thing  he  objected  to  was  the  apparent 
disposition  on  the  part  of  some  Imperial  leaders  or 
reprtj.sentatives  to  go  back  of  Colonial  Governments 
to  the  people  themselves.  Lord  Minto  congratulated 
the  people  of  Canada  on  their  insisting  that  their 
loyal  offer  should  be  made  known,  and  his  references 
to  the  "  (juibbles  of  Colonial  responsibility  "  was  an 
evident  criticism  of  the  Government  before  the  people 
as  a  jury,  lie  knew  also  that  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
eulogistic  references  to  tlie  spontaneity,  S:c.,  of 
Canada's  offer  could  not  appiv  to  the  Government's 
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offer,  which  had  been  clcci(lcdl\-  deh'berate,  and  he 
knew  that  Mr.  ("hambeilaiii  must  be  aware  that  the 
adjrctives  were  iiiai)t  if  notiiini;  more  than  an 
acknowledgment  of  that  offer  was  intended  ;  so  lie 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  was 
talkinij  over  the  (iovernment's  head.  Now.  this 
radical  C'olonial  is  ready  to  take  care  of  his  own 
Ciovernment.  He  will  see  that  it  carries  out  his 
wishes,  and  he  would  prefer  not  to  have  any  assist- 
ance. He  would  be  better  satisfied  if  officials  else- 
where went  no  farther  than  officials  here.  He 
remembered  that  when  the  Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia Hill  was  introduced  into  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  people  of 
Australia  had  not  been  unanimous  in  favour  of  some 
clauses,  and  that,  therefore,  an  amendment  miijht 
receive  support  there.  This  was  a  lookinji;  beyond, 
and  even  cjuestionintjj,  the  official  action  of  Australia. 
Puttintj  everythiuLj  tot^ether,  he  wondered  if  liritish 
statesmen  were  goin^  to  enter  Colonial  politics,  to 
which  he  would  emphatically  object.  Unless  and 
until  federation  was  effected,  and  members  of  the 
common  House  of  Tarliament  had  a  right  to  appeal 
to  the  universal  constituency,  he  preferred  that  official 
appeals  from  one  part  of  the  I'.mpire  direct  to  the 
people  of  another  part,  and  over  the  heads  of  the 
local  official  represeiUatives,  should  be  as  few  as 
possible. 

Then,  even  though  he  might  have  been  most 
anxious,  personally,  that  a  contingent  should  be 
offered,  he  did  not  like  that  one  should  be  accepted 
before  he  had  arranged  with  his  Ciovernment  to  offer 
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it.  He  would  have  fixed  all  that  in  good  time.  He 
may  have  been  opijosed  to  the  Government,  and  may 
have  smiled  to  see  them  put  in  a  difficult  position  ; 
but  he  did  not  like  it  all  the  same.  It  did  not  seem 
to  be  showing  proper  respect  for  the  Government 
which  he  had  put  in  power  and  was  allowing  to  stay 
there. 

When  the  rumour  was  circulated  that  Lord  Minto 
would  have  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ask  for  the  resigna- 
tions of  the  Ministers  if  th^y  had  not  acted  on  the 
"  acceptance,"  he  was  rather  indignant.  It  was  only 
a  rumour,  but  it  was  circulated,  and  it  produced  this 
effect.  In  justice  to  Lord  Minto  it  should  be  said 
that  no  evidence  has  been  forthcoming  to  show  that 
he  ever  entertained  such  a  notion,  and  many  of  those 
who  thought  they  had  ground  for  accusing  him  at 
the  time  came  to  believe  they  had  quite  mi.sjudged 
him. 

This  Colonial  has  the  proper  feelings  and  attitude 
toward  the  Mother  Country,  but  he  is  decidedly 
oppcsed  to  direct  parental  government.  His  sus- 
picions (jn  this  point  made  him  que.stion  the  action 
of  the  Imperial  authorities  in  the  matter  of  the  forty- 
four  commissions  in  the  Imperial  army  offered,  in 
March,  1900,  to  Canadian  soldiers.  Lord  Minto 
was  given  the  nomination  of  cantiidates  and  yet  the 
Canadian  Government  was  asked  to  act  as  an  un- 
official advisory  committee.  When  the  (jovernment 
declined  to  recommend  "  subject  to  final  approval  " 
by  the  Governor-General,  and  held  that  if  they  were 
to  be  responsible  at  all  the  usual  rule  governing  Minis- 
terial respt)nsibilit\-  should  prevail,  he  thought  they 
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were  rii^ht.  Ho  had  no  very  serious  objection  to  the 
Imperial  represt-nlatixe  rhstrihiitinLj  Imperial  favours, 
i)Ut  he  is  incliiie<l  t<>  watch  closch'  anv  Ljrowth  of 
direct  Imperial  power,  and  he  did  not  wish  his 
(iovernment  to  establish  a  precedent  by  acceptiui^ 
any   unauthoritative  |)osition. 

.Strant^i-  as  it  may  seem,  he  be^an  in  time  to  dis- 
like the  firss  uiade  over  wliat  he  had  done.  lie 
.-.Incere'x-  appreciate<l  the  heart)'  acknowledgement 
that  came  so  spontaneously  from  the  luiijlish  people, 
but  when  l'^n<elish  statesmen  and  representatives  in 
KnL,dand,  Canada,  and  South  Africa,  kept  repeatintj 
the  |)raises  over  and  over,  and  kei)t  tellint^  him  every 
time  they  sent  a  des|x-itch  to  his  Government  and 
ever\-  time  they  sent  desjjatches  to  each  other  just 
wh>-  he  had  done  it,  he  did  not  like  it.  If  there  had 
been  an\- des|)atches  which  did  not  call  him  "loyal 
and  ])atriotic."  and  which  did  not  tell  him  that  he 
had  acti.'d  "  for  the  I'Impire  "  ;  if  there  had  been  any 
deed  of  bravery,  any  heroism,  any  suffering  or  death, 
on  the  part  of  his  friends  in  the  contingents,  which 
had  not  been  "  for  the  ICmpire  "  ;  if  only  once  in  a 
while  some  one  of  these  men  could  have  been  "ivcn 
credit  for  a  plain  bit  of  manliness  or  daring,  without 
an\-  particular  motives  ;  if  the  label  had  not  been 
pasted  over  every  gem-he  would  have  felt  better. 
He  knew  the  men  who  went  to  South  Africa,  and  he 
understood  their  motives.  lie  knew  the}-  would 
think  of  the  h'mpire,  but  he  knew  also  that  thev 
Would  not  think  of  it  all  the  time,  or  most  of  the 
time  ;  and  even  when  the\-  did  not  think  of  it  they 
would   not  let  an\-  other  regiment   outdo  them,  and 
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certainly     would     imt     show     their     heels     to     the 
Boers. 

As  for  his  own  motives,  thev  were  va;4ue  and  had 
a  good  deal  of  idealism  about  them.  The  ICmpire 
for  him  was  either  some  i;reat  consummation  or  some 
important  means  b)-  which  he  could  assert  greater 
influence  in  the  wide  field  of  world  politics.  If  he 
believed  in  it  at  all,  he  did  not  feel  like  talking  about  it 
all  the  time.  There  is  some  fine  reticence  about  his 
patriotism  ;  and  in  so  far  as  the  luiipire  enlered  into 
his  patriotic  ideals  he  felt  reticence  about  parading 
the  idea.  The  South  African  war  had  nothing  ideal 
about  it.  He  saw  it  was  a  hard  job  and  would  be  a 
creditable  thing  to  carry  through.  Hut  the  defeating 
of  a  people  situated  as  the  Boers  were  had  no 
elements  of  romance.  It  opened  no  vistas.  If  the 
war  had  been  against  some  Great  Bower  he  might 
have  iinagined  results  reaching  on  through  the  ages, 
but  defeat  of  the  Boers  v.-as  in  com[)arison  a  blank  wall. 
And  no  other  ideals  of  Empire  were  held  out  to  him 
at  the  .same  time.  Perhaps  the  time  had  not  come 
for  that.  He  could  appreciate  that  this  might  be  so, 
and  could  wait.  But  win-  drag  the  Empire,  which  to 
him  had  been  an  ideal  thing,  into  every  outpost  affair 
in  South  .\frica?  In  a  revulsion  from  his  idealism 
he  tried  to  imagine  the  attitude  of  the  men  who  were 
sending  these  messages  all  the  time.  Had  they  s(j 
different  a  feeling  about  tiie  Empire  that  the\-  could 
put  it  into  every  despatch  and  every  speech  ?  In 
framing  their  messages  to  each  other,  which  were 
intended  for  publication,  did  they  forget  that  those 
the\-  addressed  were  aware  that  the  whole  thing  was 
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"  lor  the  Mmi)irc,"  ;iiul  was  it  to  rcmiiKi  them  the)- 
spoke  as  thc\-  (hd  ?  Why  then  did  the\-  do  it?  He 
could  tliink  of  iiotliinj^  else  than  that  they  were 
dcliberatel\  ir\int^  to  advertise  the  idea.  That  was 
the  word  that  came  to  him.  He  was  used  to  adver- 
tisiuL^  and  understood  something;-  of  its  methods.  Or 
was  it  not  so  inuch  for  the  ultimate  thinij,  the 
Kmpire.  they  were  actin;j;,  as  for  the  appearance 
of  overwhelminL(  approval  of  the  particular  policy? 
W'len  the  Oueen's  messas^e  which  awaited  the  return 
of  the  first  detachment  of  the  t'anadian  Infantrv,  and 
when  her  address  to  the  second  detachment  at 
Windsor  made  no  mention  of  the  lunpire,  but  simply 
thanked  the  soldiers  for  wliat  the)'  had  done,  he  felt 
like  raising  an  e.xtra  cheer  for  the  Oueen. 

'Ihe  eccentricities  and  vagaries  of  this  composite 
radical  Colonial  must  not  be  taken  too  seriously.  He 
did  not  take  them  too  seriously  himself  Hut  in  con- 
sidering immediate  and  ultimate  effects  of  the  move- 
ment, conducted  as  it  was,  he  can  no  more  be  left  out 
than  can  the  composite  of  another  type  who  was  per- 
fectl\-  satisfied.  In  passing  his  criticisms  he  called 
individuals  In  their  names,  but  he  did  this  onl)-  for 
the  sake  of  definiteness.  lie  has  not  come  to  the 
point   where  iiulividuals  are  objectionable. 

Like  the  diplomatic  methods,  the  liritish  military 
methods  had  smne  incidental  effects  that  m.ule  for 
caution.  The  frecjuent  lack  of  success,  particidarlj-  in 
the  opeiniig  stages  of  the  cam|)aign,  and  its  revela- 
tions of  the  fallibilitj'  of  the  methods  of  military 
administrators  and  generals,  were  a  painful  shock  to 
the    pride  Canadians  had   felt   in   their   ideal  of  the 
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British    army.      Nurtured   on    popular    accounts    of 
Ikitish  wars,  and  apparently  confirmed  in  their  must 
jjenerous  conceptions  by  the  impressive  accuracy  and 
irresistibleness  f)f  the  late  Sudan  campaign,  average 
Canadians  did  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  British 
War    Office,    Ikitish    generals,    and    British    soldiers 
would  be  found  equal  to  any  emergency  that  could 
possibly  arise  in  South  Africa.    And  what  heightened 
the  effect  of  the  news  of  frequent  disasters  was  the 
fact    that    Canadians,  because   of  the   conditions   of 
Colonial  life,  thought  they  could  understand  the  pro- 
cesses of  reasoning  and  the  general  methods  of  th„ 
Boers.     With  hunting  experiences  or  traditions,  and 
stories,  if    not    history,  of   Indian    fighting    in    their 
minds,  they  could  not  understand  how  any  one  could 
think  of  approaching  any  place  that  could  possibly 
conceal    a    man   without   proper   precaution.     They 
thought  they  saw  that  British  generals  were  reason- 
in-:  according  to  text-book  rules,  and  were  unable  to 
adapt  them  \;lves  to  methods  the  rationale  of  which 
seemed  so  simple.     Since  adaptabilit)-  is  a  primary 
necessity  in  their  own   lives,  Colonials  must  hesitate 
to  accept  the  opisiiuns  or  direction  in  any  matters  of 
those  who  have  little  or  none.     The  effect  was  pro- 
found, and    the    mistakes  were    referred    to   by    the 
young  and  thoughtless  with  a  tone  almost  of  satire. 
These  are  facts  of  the  fir>t  effects  nf  British  reverses. 
Lord  Roberts's  first  brilliant  success  cau>ed  a  wel- 
come reaction.     W  hat  he  did  f<»r  lmi)erialisni   is  far 
greater  than  con()uering  a  pn-vince  or  two  in  ,\hica. 
But   even    so,  an    idol   was    shattered.     One    further 
effect  of  this  will  probably  be  to  cause  Canadian>  to 
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resist  any  attcin])t  at  too  <;reat  centralisation  of  the 
military  system  of  the  Empire.  They  have  observed 
the  desire  to  centralise  all  naval  and  military  control 
in  London,  as  was  evidenced  in  the  discussion  over 
the  proi)osed  Australian  branch  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve,  and  by  less  distinct  si<,Mis  in  military  matters. 
JJefore  the  Hoer  War,  Canadians  had  formulated  few 
arL;uments  a;4ainst  this  principle,  but  now  it  is  pro- 
bable they  will  contend  that  Colonial  ideas  should  be 
cultivated  and  w(jrked  out  independently  ;  and  as  it 
has  been  shown  that  there  can  be  co-operation  with- 
out previous  centralisation,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
centrali-^e.  In  this  way  the}-  will  be  able  to  },Mve 
point  to  what  the\-  mi.^^ht  in  an\  case  have  said,  that 
they  would  prefer  to  keep  control  of  their  own 
resources. 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  very  fact  that  the 
professionals  in  the  L'nited  Kinj^doni  were  shown  to 
Ix;  more  fallible  than  hafi  been  supposed,  and  the  fact 
that  Tommy  .\tkins  could  not  take  every  position  he 
went  up  a^L^ainst,  and  would  at  times  listen  to  the 
dictates  of  common  sense  and  surrender,  while  they 
di  1  not  fit  in  with  a  foolish  romance,  had  the  effect  of 
brinj^int;  about  a  recoj;nitioii  of  common  humanity 
and  etjualit)'.  .\  belief  in  -^uperior  wisdom  or  courage 
is  not  the  firmest  basis  for  co-operation.  Any  un- 
justifiable ideal  is  well  out  of  the  way.  Its  rei'ioval 
enabled  (  aiiadiaiis  to  admire  more  than  ever  the 
j;rand  ipialities  of  pluck  and  iK'rse\eraiice  and  the 
splendid  powers  of  endurance  of  the  men  of  the 
|)arent  >tock. 

The  abilitv-  of  the   Hoers  to  resist  so  successfully 
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and  so  lon^^  was  another  of  the  aspects  that  produced 
effects.  If  undisciplined  men,  animated  by  a  common 
purpose,  could  hold  out  so  effectively  against  greatly 
superior  numbers  of  well-drilLd  men,  belonging  to  a 
nation  holding  command  of  the  sea,  Canadians  rc- 
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ceivcd  a  new  idea  of  their  own  powers  of  defence. 
They  were  nut  so  defenceless  as  they  had  feared  thej- 
nnght  be.  They  knew  also  that  ever)-  nation  would 
draw  a  lesson  from  Hritain's  difiiculties,  and  would  be 
less  inclined  than  ever  before  to  attack  a  country 
which   was   determined    to   resist.     If  other  Powers 
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were  less  inclined  to  attack,  and  they  themselves  had 
unrealised  powers  of  defence,  they  were  less  dependent 
upon  outside  assistance  than  they  had  thought ;  they 
were  more  nearly  self-sufficient. 

Not   only    did    the    Hoers    fii,dit  well    against    the 
British,  but  the   Canadians   fought  well  against  the 
Hoers,  even  when  C(Mnpared  with  other  Ikitish  troops. 
If  the  truth  were  told,  most  Canadians  would  admit 
that    because   of    their    preconceptions    of     British 
soldiers  and  of  the  British  military  system  they  had 
s<>rrct  misgivings  that  the  Canadian  Volunteers  might 
reveal  deficiencies,  not  in  animal  courage  or  ambition, 
bi't  as  fighting  machines.     When  reports  of  the  suc- 
cessive   engagements   at    I'aardeberg   were    received 
satisfaction  was  tomi^ered    for  some  days   Hy  a  fear 
lest  those  in  authority  had  kindly  exaggerated  what 
the  Canadians  had  done   in  order  to  encourage  the 
Colonies.      The   disposition    to    make    too    much    of 
things   had   for  some   time   been   apparent.     When, 
however,   there   could    no    longer   be    a   doubt    that 
Canadian  X'olunteers  had   really  done  well,  and  had 
proved  their  worthiness   to  hold   their  place  in   the 
fighting-line    beside  tried  and   historic  regiments  of 
regulars ;  when,  after  that,  in  marches,  in  skirmishes, 
and   in  general  engagements,  the    Canadians  of  all 
arms  of  the  .service  added  to  the  list  of  praiseworthy 
achievements,  then  Canadians  at  home  allowed  them- 
selves to  indulge  their  pride.     The>-  did  so  with  little 
external  demonstration  previous  to  the  return  of  their 
heroes,  but    none  the   less  were   they  deepl\'  moved. 
Their  Volunteers   had    done   even    better    than   was 
hoped.      I'hey  at  least  were  no  disappointment.      In 
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the  circumstances  it  would  not  hz  surprising  if 
national  pride  went  to  excess. 

There  is  a  newspaper  story  to  the  effect  that  a 
person  high  in  viceregal  circles  visited  a  school  in 
one  of  the  Canadian  cities,  and  while  speaking  to  the 
children  of  the  war,  asked  the  question,  "  Why  were 
not  the  British  successful  at  first  ? "  The  answer 
came  promptly,  "  Jiecause  the  Canadians  had  not 
arrived." 

The  chord  of  Canadianism  had  been  set  vibrating 
in  every  heart.  Whatever  other  effect  there  may 
have  been,  a  gain  in  national  self-confidence  was  un- 
mistakable. It  meant  much  that  men  who  repre- 
sented the  average  >outh  and  strength  and  character 
of  the  Dominion  could  on  their  first  trial  claim  quality 
with  men  whom  all  the  world  respected.  In  the  new 
assurance  of  worthiness  there  were  no  distinctions  of 
race  or  creed.  From  all  parts  of  Canada  and  from  all 
elements  of  its  population  had  the  men  gone  who 
had  stood  this  testing.  When  the  young  soldier, 
before  his  /atal  advance  at  Paardeberg,  touched  his 
maple-leaf  badge  and  said,  "If  I  die  it  will  help  this 
to  live,"  he  spoke  a  deeper  truth  than  probably  he 
knew. 

While  this  stimulation  of  Canadianism  made  for 
greater  and  more  stable  union  in  this  country,  other 
unfortunate  developments  accentuated  differences 
and  threatened  division.  In  estimating  the  effects  on 
the  race  problem  of  the  w  hole  affair,  what  occurred  in 
South  Africa  and  what  occurred  in  the  political  arena 
at  home  cannot  be  separated.  To  a  great  extent 
they  offset  each  other  ;  and  the  memories  of  common 
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bravery  and  common  death  may  remain  when  many 
causes  of  difference  are  forgotten.  It  would  be 
unwise,  however,  to  close  the  eyes  to  the  harm  done. 
What  happened  before  the  elections  was,  perhaps,  not 
so  dangerous  as  the  discussions  in  cold  blood  on 
the  significance  of  the  distribution  of  the  votes  cast. 
What  Conservative  partisans  said  was  dilated  upon 
and  voluminously  answered  by  Liberal  partisans, 
when  the  matter  should  have  been  allowed  to  drop. 
Hut  no  disastrous  results  are  to  be  anticipated, 
because  so  many  in  ihi^  counlr>  are  determined  that 
there  shall  be  no  disastrous  issue.  The  quarrels  are 
like  family  quarrels,  carried  on  under  the  conviction 
that  everything  will  be  made  up  again.  The  common 
ground  of  Canadianism  has  been  broadened,  and  on 
this  all  can  meet.  The  people  of  French  descent  do 
not  call  themselves  French-Canadians,  but  Canadian.s. 
From  the  common  Canadianism  the  forward  move- 
ment must  begin.  This  principle  must  be  accepted 
and  acted  upon,  even  though  the  patience  of  some  of 
the  new  Imperialists  is  tried. 

Of  the  effects  more  distinctly  favourable  to  the 
growth  of  the  new  Imperialism  several  may  be 
mentioned.  Ultimate  success,  though  dearly  bought, 
is  one  of  them.  With  a  majority  success  is  apt 
to  be  regarded  as  a  conclusive  endorsation.  The 
sincere  appreciation  manifested  by  the  peojjle  of 
the  Mother  Country  was  a  rewartl  that  will  prompt 
fresh  efforts  to  win.  The  gratification  of  the  national 
pride,  first  by  the  creditable  achievements  of  the 
Volunteers  and  secondl)'  b\-  the  general  applause,  was 
another  influence  making  for  repetition. 
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Then  there  was  the  realisation  of  relationship  with 
the  other  parts  of  the  limpire.  The  language  of 
relationship  had  been  used  for  generations,  but  on 
the  battlefield  there  was  such  a  personal  meeting  as 
there  had  not  been  before.  An  individual  may  be 
proud  to  number  reputable  men  among  his  relatives 
whom  he  has  barely  met  and  who  are  to  him  rather 
names  than  persons.  When  he  actually  comes  into 
contact  with  them  under  conditions  that  try  the 
essential  manhood  of  each  and  produce,  as  a 
consequence,  a  respect  independent  of  relationship, 
the  sense  of  relationship  becomes  a  new  and  precious 
thing. 

Even  the  jealousies  of  the  other  Powers  acted  in 
the  same  direction.  They  tended  to  make  all  the 
parts  of  the  Empire  feel  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the 
world  and  thrown  more  upon  each  other's  society  and 
support.  That  other  Powers  did  not  interfere,  although 
inclined  to  do  so,  gave  a  new  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  a  united  Empire. 

The  very  idea  entertained  by  the  other  Powers,  as 
well  as  by  a  majority  within  the  Empire,  that  a 
permanent  union  has  been  cemented  and  illustrated 
by  the  particular  act  of  co-operation,  will  prove  a 
powerful  influence.  The  general  expectation  enter- 
tained all  over  the  world  that  hereafter  the  different 
parts  of  the  Empire  will  act  together,  will  help  to 
bring  about  future  united  action,  since  exjiectations 
on  the  part  of  others  are  among  the  strongest  of 
influences. 

Again,  even  though  prefereiui.il  trade,  Imperial 
penny  postage,  the  Pacific  cable,  and  other  practical 
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matters,  ma\-  be  surer  bonds  of  Kmpire,  none  of  these 
things  touched  the  imagination  like  this  war  ;  and 
the  imagination  of  the  Empire  has  been  engaged  on 
the  side  of  union.  Against  this  must  be  set  any 
effects  from  excessive  exhortations.  There  was  not 
material  enough  in  the  South  African  war  to  make 
the  e.xclusive  food  for  the  imagination  of  the  Empire. 

Canada  was  ambitious  for  wider  activity,  quite 
independently  of  the  fact  that  she  was  a  part  of  the 
Empire ;  but  this  gratification  of  the  ambition  was 
obtained  by  co-operating  with  the  other  parts  of  the 
Empire,  and  ambition  and  Imperialism  are  seen  to 
be  not  incompatible. 

Canada  can  never  forget  the  graves  of  her  dead 
that  lie  between  Cape  Town  and  Komati  Poort 
That  one  part  of  the  iMTipire  can  never  be  alien  to 
her  sentiments ;  and  the  ladies  of  South  Africa  who 
tend  these  graves  will  keep  fresh,  also,  feelings  and 
thoughts   of  sympathy. 

In  a  more  general  way  there  is  the  effect  of  the 
precedent  established.  Underlying  everything  else 
is  the  general  fact  that  all  Canadians  have  been  made 
familiar  with  the  idea  of  active  Imperialism.  What 
was  before  a  more  or  less  vague  dream  with  some, 
and  an  unconsidered  condition  with  others,  was 
suddenly  made  a  reality.  It  was  not  a  cold  reality 
but  was  glowing  with  all  the  enthusiasms  of  war.  It 
was  not  a  dull,  hard  fact,  but  was  an  inciter  of  hopes, 
fears,  exultations,  sorrows,  and  final  rejoicings.  No 
such  reality  can  enter  into  the  life  of  a  people  and 
remain  long  enough  to  become  familiar,  without 
powerfully  affecting  that  peojjle.     Many  will  accept 
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it  as  the  inevitable,  and  will  continue  to  desire  it. 
For  all  it  has  passed  from  the  stage  of  theory  to  the 
stage  of  the  practicable.  This  is  not  to  say  that  it 
will  not  in  future  be  opposed,  but  it  cannot  longer  be 
opposed  as  an  uncertainty.  There  will  no  longer  be 
the  effective  appeal  against  it  that  its  workings  in 
practice  cannot  be  foretold.  All  classes  in  ("anada 
must  have  been  affected  in  much  the  same  waj'  by 
this  actualisation  of  the  idea  of  co-operation.  Even 
the  French-Canadians,  who  were  the  mcjst  solid  bod)- 
in  opposition,  could  not  view  a  second  proposal  with 
the  same  kind  of  distrust  as  that  with  which  thej- 
viewed  the  first.  Objections  from  any  quarter  must 
henceforth  be  upon  principles  or  practical  points  and 
not  upon  the  possible  evils  of  the  untried. 

A  more  active  participation  in  the  world's  affairs 
has  become  familiar  and  has  been  seen  to  be  practic- 
able. More  definite  inferences  must  be  carefully 
drawn.  That  Canadians  would  again  consent  to 
take  part  in  an  Imperial  war  on  the  same  conditions 
is  not  settled  by  the  discovery  that  they  can  take 
part  on  tho.se  conditions.  Independence  of  spirit 
may  centre  itself  upon  terms  instead  of  exhibiting 
itself  in  aloofness.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
Colonies  did  not  join  in  until  the  stage  of  force  was 
reached.  The>-  had  had  no  voice  in  the  ante-bellum 
diplomacy,  and,  without  full  responsibility,  they  ought 
not,  for  their  own  sakes,  to  make  a  practice  of  entering 
on  war. 

What  is  to  be  the  single  resultant  of  all  these 
effects?  Or  into  what  two  or  three  general  results 
will  they  be  temporarily  combined  ?     No  satisfactory 
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answers  to  these  questions  can  yet  be  C;iven.     It  may 
safely   be  said   that    British    Imperii. v- in    has    been 
strengthened  ;    but  it    is  also    true    that    the   other 
great  element  in  the  national  life,  Canadianism,  has 
been  at  least  as  greatly  strengthened  ;    and  a  new- 
element,    anti-Imperialism,    has    been    brought    into 
existence.     Anti-Imperialism  is  a  matter  of  micntal 
and  moral  constitution  rather  than  of  experience  or 
argument.     In  all  communities  there  is  a  large  per- 
centage   which    is    distrustful     of     expan.sion.       In 
business  and  in  every  other  form  of  human  activity, 
as  well  as  in  national  concerns,  the  line    is  drawn 
between  those  who  are  disposed  continually  to  accept 
new  responsibilities  and  those  whose  clear  perception 
of  the  dangers  or  difficulties  of  new  undertakings,  or 
whose  unimaginativeness  so   disinclines    them    to   a 
departure  ihat  the\'   resist.      Imperialists   and    anti- 
Imperialists,    in    the   general  .sense   of   these  words, 
there  will   always  be.     Up  to  this  time  in  Canada 
anti-Imperialism  has  not  been  a  factor, because  active 
Imperialism  has  not  been  a  practical  question.     Now, 
however,  some  protests  are  heard  against  the  polic}- 
of  acti    •    Imperial    co-operation,   not   because  it   is 
Hritish   co-operation,  but  because  it  is  the  assuming 
of  new   burdens    and    new    responsibilities.      As    in 
Kngland,  not  a  few  can  find  no  sufficient  justification 
for  the  war  against  the  lioers  ;  and  they  can  find  still 
less   for  Canada's  participation.     If  there  is  such   a 
justification,  it  will  be  recogni.sed  by  men  of  a  certain 
type  of  mind,  but  its  force  will  just  as  surely  escape 
those  of  an  opposite  type.     If  Canada  contemplates 
other  ste])s  similar  t(j  this  last,  the  anti-Imperialism 
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in  Canadians  must  inevitably  begin  to  assert  itself. 
And  it  will  find  arguments  that  will  give  pause  to 
those  who  are  not  constitutionally  or  temperamentally 
its  natural  adherents.  Already  it  has  those  based 
upon  expenditure,  race  troubles  at  home,  and  the 
glorification  of  war.  The  coincidence  of  the  strong 
campaign  in  the  United  States  against  Imperialism 
with  the  appearance  of  a  like  problem  before  the 
Canadian  people,  has  quickened  the  process  of  divi- 
sion on  these  lines  by  furnishing  to  both  sides 
examples  and  arguments. 

The  growth  and  solidification  of  a  body  of  anti- 
Imperiali.sts  is  to  be  expected.  The  important 
question  then  arises  whether  on  some  occasions,  or 
even  ])ermanently,  Canadianism  and  anti-Imperialism 
may  not  become  allies  against  British  Imperialism.  A 
great  part  of  the  Canadianism  in  the  country  has 
always  flowed  with  the  Hritish  Imperialism,  and  the 
streams  mingled  much  of  their  waters  during  the 
months  between  June,  1899,  and  November,  1900; 
but  assimilation  has  not  yet  occurred.  Canadianism 
has  been  ted  by  fresh  and  distinctive  springs,  and 
flows  stronger  than  ever.  V 

Judging  by  what  appears  on ,^  the  surface  the 
Imperialists  will  prove  to  be  the  more  numerous 
body,  and  British  Imperialism  their  dominant  ideal. 
Those  who  know  Canada  only  from  the  outside,  or 
who  cannot  feel  as  born  Canadians  feel,  find  no  diflfi- 
culty  ..1  reaching  the  conclusion  that  Canada  has 
committed  herself  to  a  complete  acceptance  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  advanced  school,  and  that  all  serious 
obstacles  have  been  overcome.     The)-  may  be  right, 
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and  their  confident  assertion  of  their  views  may  help 
to  make  them  ri<;ht,  by  causing;  a  wider  adoption  of 
their  interpretation,  liut  others,  no  less  qualified  to 
form  a  jud^nnent,  see  a  much  more  complicated 
situation  and  can  pass  no  easy  prop'-.ecies.  They 
know  that  much  of  Canadian  life  ha.->  alwajs  been 
below  the  surface,  where  it  could  not  be  properly 
observed  or  estimated.  The)-  point  out,  for  e.xample, 
that  Imperialism,  or  even  Ikitish  Imperialism,  has 
never  been  dcbatetl  in  this  countr}-.  It  has  been 
advocated  ;  but,  with  few  exceptions,  no  views  but 
those  of  advocates  have  been  heard.  It  is  unnatural 
to  suppose  there  are  no  other  views.  A  shrinking 
from  publicly  opposing  anything  to  which  the  terms 
belonging  to  loyalty  and  patriotism  had  been  applied, 
honestly  from  their  own  feelings  by  some,  and 
dishonestly  from  party  motives  by  a  few  ;  a  fear  on 
the  part  of  natural  leaders  to  take  sides  on  the  ques- 
tion, when  their  utterances  might  be  used  against 
them  or  the  part)'  to  which  they  belonged,  before  the 
question  had  become  a  practical  one  affecting  the 
immediate  interests  of  the  people ;  and  a  certain 
carefulness  about  finally  making  up  the  mind  on  so 
important  a  subject ;  have  operated  to  delay  the 
inevitable  debate.  They  point  out  that  the  political 
leaders,  even  after  the  contingents  had  been  des- 
patched with  much  enthusiasm,  felt  so  uncertain 
about  the  real  significance  of  the  movement  that  not 
one  would  stake  his  future  on  a  defined  general 
policy.  They  point  out,  also,  that  not  all  the 
immediate  effects  of  the  first  experiment  were 
favourable  to  inconsiderate  advance.     They  sec  that 
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the  preponderance  of  sentiment  and  of  argument  is 
at  present  on  the  side  of  the  Imperialists ;  but  they 
see  that  mistakes  might  possibly  turn  the  scale. 

What  exists  to-day  is  rather  the  raw  material  of 
statesmanship  than  a  finished  product.  No  time  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  not  even  the  period  when 
Confederation  was  the  grand  problem,  had  greater 
need  of  enlightened  and  temperate  statesmanship. 
That  is  the  great  need  of  the  Empire  to-day.  The 
proselytising  zeal  of  those  who  see  but  one  possible 
outcome  and  admit  but  one  interpretation  of  what 
has  occurred  is  not  the  desideratum ;  nor  is  the 
subtle  and  insistent  diplomacy  of  more  masterful 
men.  Frankness,  directness,  mutual  consideration 
and  moderation  will  take  Canada  safely  through  the 
period  of  discussion  which  will  dissipate  the  mists 
and  the  false  sanctities  and  let  in  the  daylight,  in 
which  men  see  where  they  walk  and  walk  because 
they  see. 


I 


I  i: 


I'  I 


CHAPTER    XV 


rOSTSCkll'Tl'M 


.\\  after-word  ma\-  not  be  out  of  place  on  a  point 
that  does  not  strictly  belong'  to  the  history  of  what 
Canadians  did  and  thoiiyht  and  felt  on  the  occasion 
•  )f  the  South  African  war.  We  have  seen  the  extent 
and  nature  of  tiie  activities.  Is  the  present  ctm- 
stitutioiial  structure  properl\-  adjusted  for  such 
activities?  Lacrosse  ini<;ht  possii)ly  be  played  with 
tennis-rackets  or  cricket  with  baseball  bats  ;  but  th 
Sames  would  be  far  less  scientific  and  less  brilliant, 
and  no  one  would  so  pla\-  them  if  more  suitable 
instruments  were  obtainable.  Is  the  existing 
machinery  for  the  mana},'ement  of  Canada's  external 
activities  and  of  its  co-operation  with  the  other  parts 
of  »he  lunpire  wholly  satisfactory?  Can  Canadian.s 
play  with  skill  and  safety  the  {jame  of  Imperialism 
with  the  instruments  they  now  posses.s  ?  The  game 
need  not  be  pla)ed  a^'^ressively ;  Canada  may 
decide  merely  to  stand  on  her  defence;  but  perfect 
iiistiuments  are  necessary  for  successful  defence. 

New  plans  for  the  or^ranisatioii  of  the  Kmpire  have 
been  mooted  for  )ears.  This  ver\  fact  argues  a 
belief  that    the  present    form   of  organisation   might 
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not  meet  all  possible  requirements.  Has  any  lij^lit 
been  thrown  upon  the  question  by  the  late 
experiences  ?  A  study  of  all  the  facts  and  develop- 
ments outlined  in  the  previous  pages  has  convinced 
me  that  defects  or  deficiencies  have  been  disclosed 
and  that  certain  additions  or  readjustment  must  be 
made.  The  most  economical  and  safest  machinery 
does  not  exist,  in  Canada  for  managing  its  external 
interests  ;  and  there  are  defects  in  the  connections 
with  the  other  parts  of  the  Kmpire  and  with  foreign 
countries,  which  impair  efficiency  through  an  un- 
steady transmission  or  waste  of  power. 

We  have  seen  that  because  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  agitation  for  co-operation  was  conducted 
in  Canada  there  was  danger  of  serious  division 
between  .sections  of  the  people.  I  believe  that  the 
lack  of  a  centre  of  responsibility  in  such  affairs  is 
one  of  the  reasons  for  the  unfortunate  developments. 
There  is  no  one  agency  in  Canada  to  which  the  work 
of  managing  Im|)erial  activities  has  been  defimtely 
entrusted.  Private  individuals  in  Canada  offered 
contingents  directly  to  the  Hritish  (lovernment  ;  the 
(jovernment  of  the  Dominion  offered  contingents  ; 
and  the  (iovernment  of  the  Province  of  Ikitish 
Columbia  offered  a  contingent.  The  Imperial 
authorities  accepted  a  contingent  from  Lord 
Strathcona,  although  the\-  referred  other  offers  from 
individuals  to  the  Dominion  (iovernment  ;  they 
accepted  two  rontingents  from  the  Dominion  (iovern- 
ment ;  and  the\-  expressed  their  willingness  to  accept 
a  contingent  from  the  (iovernment  of  Hritish 
Columbia  if  an  increase  was  made  in  the  number  of 
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men  offered,  and  volunteered  t(j  pay  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  men  to  South  Africa.  Here  were 
tlirce  (hstinct  sources  from  which  offers  came.  Which 
was  the  ri^^ht  source  ?  Private  inchviduals  will 
always  be  at  libertx  to  offer,  but  can  the  Government 
of  a  I'rovince  enter  on  active  Imperialism  on  its 
own  account?  The  Imperial  authorities  evidently 
believed  it  could,  and  there  was  no  clear  provision  in 
Canadian  constitutional  law  or  practice  against  it. 
No  one  raised  the  objection  that  the  Government  of 
a  I'rovince  was  usurping  functions  that  projjerly 
belonged  to  some  other  body.  Apparently  British 
Columbia  had  as  much  right  to  make  an  offer  as  had 
the  Doininion.  It  was  not  the  peculiar  business  of 
anybody  to  make  such  an  offer 

This  illustrates  my  point  that  to  no  one  agency 
has  been  definitely  assigned  the  management  (jf 
Canada's  e.xternal  activities— at  least  in  the  impor- 
tant respect  of  participation  in  Imperial  wars.  The 
Dominion  Government  is,  of  course,  the  projier  body 
to  be  given  control  of  these  affairs,  but  this  has  not 
\et  bec<jme  settled  in  practice.  The  set  -Img  of  men 
by  a  Provincial  (Jovernment  would  have  been  little 
short  of  a  national  calamity.  It  would  have  been  a 
precedent  for  independent  action  by  the  Provinces, 
and  a  few  cases  of  such  action  would  disrupt  the 
Dominion.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Dominion 
(jovernment  recogiused  this  danger,  and  used 
diplomacy  to  prevent   the  creation  of  ii  precedent. 

A  majority  of  the  jjcople  looked  to  the  Dominion 
Government  to  make  the  offer  ;  but  the  CJovernmenl 
was  able  to  say  at  once  that  it  had  not  the  cunstitu- 
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tional  power  to  take  action.  Not  only  had  it  no 
exclusive  right  to  make  the  offer,  but  it  was  question- 
able whether  it  had  any  right  at  all.  With  the 
Dominion  (iovernment,  even,  the  action  was  excep- 
tional and  unprovided  for.  It  is  not  the  business 
of  any  man  in  the  Government,  nor  even  expressly 
of  the  (iovernment  as  a  whole,  to  prepare  f<;r  just 
such  contingencies  as  the  South  .African  war.  The 
people  apprehended  this,  and  did  not  feel  that  they 
could  hold  the  Government  responsible,  as  they  would 
in  other  matters  ;  and,  having  no  specified  man  or 
men  to  hcM  respcnisible,  one  section  of  the  people 
began  to  place  the  responsibility  upon  another.  A 
majorit}'  looked  to  Quebec  as  responsible  for  the 
delay,  and  Quebec  looked  to  the  other  Provinces 
as  responsible  for  the  haste.  Seeing  the  situation, 
the  Government  evaded  as  far  as  possible  all  respon- 
sibility, which  they  threw  upon  the  "majority."  In 
effect,  the  people  of  Quebec  were  told  not  to  blame 
the  (iovernment,  because  the  "  majority  "  was  respon- 
sible, antl  the  people  elsewhere  were  told  that  if  they 
had  only  demonstrated  sooner  that  the)-  were  a 
majority  the  offer  wuuld  have  been  sooner  made. 
Between  the  constitution  and  the  majority  the 
(icncrnmcnt  escaped.  There  was  evidently  some 
incompleteness  or  misadjustmcnt  in  the  machinery 
for  managing  a  participation  in  an   Imj^rial  war. 

It  is,  of  course,  out  of  the  cjuestion  that  the 
Colonies  could  make  it  a  practice  to  take  part  in 
Imperial  wars  on  the  terms  and  under  the  conditions 
of  this  South  .\frican  war.  I'or  their  own  gooil  they 
must  be  consulted  at  an  earlier  stage  in  the  negotia- 
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tions  that  may  Icafl  up  to  war,  or  they  must  estabhsh 
a  better  system  for  independent  deliberation.  At 
present  there  are  neither  the  proper  connections 
for  easy  consultation  nor  the  proper  provisions  for 
careful  dehberation.  Xo  system  is  to  be  desired 
which,  for  example,  would  make  it  difficult  for  the 
Colonies  to  act  promptl\-  in  -n  emer<;ency  like  the 
South  African  crisis,  even  '  ,uf;h  there  was  about 
the  action  more  of  an  imjjulsive  sprinj^infj  forward 
alon^r  lines  of  habitual  tendency  than  of  deliberate 
reasonin-;  on  the  merits  or  necessities  of  the  particular 
occasion.  Hut  imjjul.iveness  should  be  treated  as  a 
reserve,  and  should  be  sparingly  called  upon.  If  it 
can  be  imajjined  that  statesmen  could  ever  hold 
power  in  I'.n^jland  who  would  be  so  unscrupulous, 
the  present  lack  of  system  mijjht  enable  them  to 
make  KjoIs  of  the  Colonies.  If  the,,  waited  until 
the  very  eve  of  the  declaration  of  war  they  might, 
by  a  little  manipulation  and  a  skilful  use  of  the 
catch-words  of  patriotism,  jjla)-  upon  local  partisan- 
ship, upon  an  honourable  dread  of  appearing  to  falter 
before  the  world,  or  upon  generosity  of  sentiment, 
and  gain  their  point.  Those  who  desire  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Kmpire,  no  le.ss  than  those  who  hold 
strong  views  on  the  rights  of  the  Colonies,  and 
!)articularly  of  minorities  within  the  Colonics,  must 
wish  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  abuse.  Precautions 
must  be  taken  against  an  even  improbable  resort  to 
the  e.xpedient  of  a  stampede. 

If  the  Colonies  did  not  offer  assistance  on  any 
rightful  occasion,  or  if  the\-  did  not  resjMMid  to  any 
appeal   made,  a  general   danger  would   be   incurred. 
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Let  us  fill  out  a  case  with  suppositions.  The  people 
of  Canada  had  not  been  sounded  on  the  question  of 
participation  in  the  South  African  war,  and  their 
Government  had  not  been  consulted  about  the  policy 
from  which  the  wi'  resulted.  Suppose  when  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  despatch  of  October  3rd  was  received 
the  Government  had  decided  that  it  would  not  fjive 
it  effect.  Such  a  thing  might  have  happened  from  a 
variety  of  causes.  Suppose  then  that  the  Governor- 
General  had  dismissed  the  Government,  as  any 
Governor-General  might  do,  because  they  refused 
to  allow  him  to  give  effect  to  instructions  he  had 
received  from  the  Government  he  was  sent  to 
represent.  Suppose,  still  further,  that  the  people  of 
Canada,  in  their  indignation  at  such  a  step,  had  so 
loudly  protested  that  no  other  Government  would 
dare  to  act.  Canada  would  not  have  participated. 
Not  only  would  any  effect  on  the  world  from  the 
spectacle  of  Imperial  co-operation  have  been  lost, 
but  Canada's  defection  would  have  fatall)-  damaged 
the  prestige  of  a  united  Kmpirc.  Other  nations 
would  cease  to  count  on  it  as  a  certain  factor.  The 
Empire  would  not  hold  the  place  it  does  to-day, 
and  the  result  of  the  internal  dissensions  none  can 
estimate.  Whatever  views  may  be  held  of  the  status 
the  Colonies  should  have,  it  is  certain  that  their 
interests  cannot  be  forwarded  by  anything  which 
lowers  the  prestige  of  the  British  communities  or 
creates  ill-feeling. 

This  ma)'  seem  a  remote  and  improbable  case, 
but  it  is  not  an  impossible  one.  Any  one  of  many 
different  imaginable  things  might  happen  to  prevent 

-'3 


I 


(i 


338 


THI:    C.I\.ID/.I\  C(>Xr/\(;E.\TS 


' ;» 


>  ! 


\   V. 


,  I 


\l  I 


!        ■'' 


the  resjjonse  of  a  Colony  siiddenl)-  appealed  to,  or, 
if  not  appealed  to,  its  response  in  a  sudden  emerjjency. 
The  <inlj'  \va\-  to  prevent  mistakes  is  to  have  some 
inachincr}'  for  properly  approaching  the  Colonies. 

In  addition  to  remedying  defects  such  as  these 
some  arrangement  must  be  made  whereby  these 
Imperial  questions  can  be  brought  to  the  Colonies 
to  be  discussed.  If  the  Colonies  are  going  to  take 
part  in  such  affairs  it  is  a  duty  they  owe  themselves 
to  thoroughly  discuss  them,  just  as  the  people  of  the 
United  Kingdom  do.  A  popular  Council  meeting  in 
London  would  not  supply  what  is  needed.  If  Colo- 
nials are  to  make  such  questions  their  own  they  must 
have  them  brought  home  for  discussion.  They  must 
be  made  a  part  of  their  politics. 

What  is  needed,  then,  is  some  system  by  which  the 
dealing  with  questions  of  active  Imperialism  shall 
be  centred  in  the  Dominion  Government.  These 
questions  should  be  understood  to  belong  as  e.xclu- 
sively  to  the  Dominion  Government  as  the  tariff 
does.  It  must  never  be  possible  for  Ontario  to  send 
a  contingent  or  vote  money  for  a  battleship  while 
Quebec  ht>lds  aloof;  and  it  must  never  be  so  un- 
certain who  is  responsible  that  different  sections  of 
the  jxiople,  at  a  loss  for  a  definite  object,  will  accuse 
and  attack  each  other.  ICvery  argument  in  favour  of 
the  system  of  responsible  government  in  an\  matters 
ajjplies  with  full  force  in  favour  of  the  centralising 
u|)on  an  individual  or  individuals  of  responsibility  for 
the  steps  taken  in  active  Imperialism.  Again,  what 
is  neetlcd  is  a  system  by  which  Imperial  questions 
shall  be  considered  just  as  everj-  other  (juestion   is 
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considered.  The\'  must  have  no  special  sanctity, 
and  nothing  that  removes  them  above  the  same  kind 
of  discussion  that  is  jriven  to  any  other  important 
issue.  If  Imperialism  is  to  mean  anything  to  Canada 
it  must  enter  into  the  life  and  thought  of  Canada, 
and  it  must  be  discussed  in  Canada.  Hefore  Canada 
can  profit  by  Imperialism  Canadians  must  become  an 
Imperial  race,  and  they  can  grow  to  be  that  onlj-  by 
working  out  in  their  own  midst  all  the  separate 
problems  of  Imperialism,  and  not  by  delegating  this 
working  out  to  a  few  nominal  representatives  who 
meet  with  others  like  themselves  in  London.  Im- 
perialism must  come  before  the  people  of  Canada 
just  as  it  now  does  before  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Thej-  should  not  be  informed  of  im- 
pending negotiations  if  publicity  might  imperil  them. 
The  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  not  in  such 
cases  informed.  Hut  they  must  have  just  as  direct 
and  just  as  immediate  power  over  the  man  or  men 
who  are  conducting  the  negotiations  on  their  behalf 
as  have  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

These  considerations  lead  up  to  the  solution  I 
venture  to  suggest  for  the  immediate  difficulties. 
There  must  be  in  the  Dominion  Governnii  iit  a 
minister  who  is  as  distinctly  and  definitely  resjion- 
sible  for  the  external  activities  of  Canada  as  is  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  Kngland  for  Colonial  Affairs, 
or   the   Foreign  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

This  solution  is  so  simple  that  it  has  no  doubt 
suggested  itself  to  many  others,  but,  so  far  as  1  am 
aware,  it  has  not  been  publicly  discussed.  In  a 
word,  the  particular  rlcfects  in  the  Imperial  rnachi- 
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ncr\-  revealed  by  the  late  events  can  be  most  easily 
and  most  effectively  remedied  by  the  creation  in 
Canada,  and  in  each  of  the  other  self-governing 
Colonies,  of  a  Ministry  of  Imperial  and  I^'oreign 
Affairs.  The  portfolio  might,  of  course,  be  held 
conjointly  with  another,  but  it  should  be  as  distinct 
from  an\-  other  as  the  portfolio  of  Agriculture  from 
that  of  I'inance.  Lord  Salisbury  combined  the 
I'remiership  with  the  Secretaryship  for  Foreign 
Affairs  ;  and  COlonial  Premiers  might  be  the  most 
suitable  Ministers  of  Imperial  and  Foreign  Affairs  ; 
although  if  many  (jucstions  were  up  for  settlement, 
and  particularly  if  many  conferences  were  necessary, 
it  might  be  better  to  add  one  to  the  present  number 
of  ministers  and  let  the  new  department  engage  the 
whole  attention  of  one  man. 

I-'or  the  (Colonies,  Imperial  affairs  and  foreign  affairs 
would  naturally  come  under  one  department.  From 
the  local  standpoint  they  are  both  e.xtcrnal  relations, 
and  under  present  conditions  they  have  both  an 
Imperial  side,  because  the  Colonies  can  settle  foreign 
(luestions  only  through,  or  in  co-operation  with,  the 
Imperial  (iovernment.  \'et  a  double  title  for  the 
office  would  be  preferable  to  a  single  one. 

If  there  is  thus  a  distinct  class  of  most  important 
tjuestions,  that  class  should  be  made  a  distinct 
de|)artment  of  (iovernmental  thought  and  activity. 
()n!\'  in  this  wa\'  can  unit)-,  definileness,  and  effec- 
tiveness be  secured,  and  only  in  this  way  can  these 
([uestions  be  given  unity  and  definiteness  in  the 
minds  of  the  jieople. 

It  ma\-  perhaps  be  said  that  the  Premiers  ol  the 
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Colonics  now  practically  fill  this  position.  P'ven  if 
this  were  so,  it  would  still  be  advisable  to  name  and 
flefinitely  locate  this  part  of  their  functions.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  they  have  never  expressl\- 
assumed  an\-  such  functions,  and  the  people  of  the 
Colonies  do  not  look  to  them  as  primarily-  respon- 
sible. 

The  advantages  of  placing;  a  distinct  and  important 
class  of  public  interests  under  a  single  responsible 
head  need  not  be  enlarged  upon.  The  principle  is 
everywhere  acknowledged  ;  antl  the  practice  by 
which  a  responsible  minister  proves  a  benefit  is 
familiar  to  all  British  countries. 

One  most  important  point  is  that  a  minister  upon 
whom  responsibility  has  been  fixed  must  have  a 
policy,  must  find  something  to  stand  upon.  He 
cannot  avoid  laying  (hnvn  a  polic}-,  as  the  Canadian 
Government  did  over  the  South  African  contingents, 
because  he  would  have  no  one  else  upon  whom  to 
lay  the  responsibility.  lie  would  have  to  defend  his 
course  in  Parliament,  and  the  subject  would  thus  be 
brought  to  the  only  place  where  it  could  really  be 
argued.  irue.  Imperial  matters  would  thus  come 
into  party  politics  and  be  liable  to  the  abuses  of 
partisanship;  but  they  will  get  into  part\-  politics  in 
atiy  case,  and  even  though  they  are  handled  some- 
what roughly  at  times  they  will  get  justice  in  the 
end. 

This  minister  would  keep  thoroughly  posted  on 
Imperial  and  foreign  affairs  and  would  be  ready  for 
issues  before  they  arose.  To  have  some  one  man 
whose  business  it   was  to    keep    thus  posted   would 
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alone  commend  the  scheme  to  acceptance.  And  lie 
would  be  obliged  for  his  own  sake  to  see  that  the 
people  were  put  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  that 
could  be  disclosed,  and  were  prer'':ired  for  whatever 
policy  he  might  think  it  wise  to  adopt. 

What  the  existence  of  such  ministers  could  do 
toward  supplj'ing  the  need  for  proper  consultation 
between  the  parts  of  the  Empire  may,  however,  be 
treated  in  a  little  fuller  outline. 

With  a  Minister  of  Imperial  and  Foreign  Affairs 
in  every  self-governing  Colony,  and  a  Premier,  a 
Foreign  Secretary,  and  a  Colonial  Secretary  in 
London,  we  would  have  the  ex-officio  members  of 
the  best  possible  Council  of  the  Empire.  It  would 
not  be  a  council  in  the  sense  in  which  a  number 
elected  or  appointed  for  the  special  purpose  of 
meeting  together  would  be  a  council,  but  a  scheme 
could  easily  be  devised  by  which  these  ministers 
could  meet  together  in  London,  or  any  other  place, 
at  stated  intervals,  or  upon  the  call  of  the  British 
Government,  or  of  a  certain  number  of  themselves, 
and  sit  as  a  Council  of  the  Empire.  They  would  be 
a  council  of  envoys. 

It  would  be  the  best  kind  of  a  council  because 
it  could  really  settle  things.  Each  man  would  be  a 
responsible  minister,  who  would  be  instructed  by  his 
Cabinet,  which  in  turn  would  give  only  such  instruc- 
tions as  it  was  confident  would  be  endorsed  by  a 
majority  in  Parliament  or  in  the  country.  What- 
ever was  agreed  to  at  such  a  Council  meeting  could 
therefore  be  carried  out.  It  would  be  best  because 
it  would  be  the  least  complicated  and  least  expensive, 
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as   well  as    the   most    efficient.     It   would    be   best 
because  its  meetings  could   be  in  secret. 

Except  in  the  case  of  responsible  ministers  it  is 
repugnant  to  British  institutions  that  public  business 
should  be  secretly  conducted.  If  there  were  any 
joint  Parliament  or  representative  Council  consti- 
tuted otherwise  than  above,  its  meetings  would  have 
to  be  as  open  as  are  the  meetings  of  Parliament 
to-day.  This  would  mean  that  the  most  serious 
questions  would  never  come  before  it,  because  secrecy 
is  so  often  essential  to  safety  or  success ;  and  a 
Cabinet  formed  out  of  members  of  such  a  Parliament 
or  Council  would  be  too  far  removed  from  responsi- 
bility to  the  people,  and  it  would  probably  be  found 
either  to  absorb  the  business  or  to  be  impracticable 
in  the  absence  of  clearly  divided  parties  within  the 
Council.  On  the  other  hand,  a  Council  of  Ministers, 
each  of  whom  is  directly  responsible  to  his  local 
Parliament  for  the  conduct  of  Imperial  and  foreign 
relations,  could  meet  in  secret,  whenever  necessary, 
and  then  could  make  public  at  tht  ••'ght  moment  its 
decisions.  In  the  meantime  the  Cabinets  in  the 
various  parts  of  ti  e  Empire  could  have  elaborated 
such  plans  or  completed  such  arrangements  as  the 
situation  recjuired.  No  time  would  be  lost,  no  effort 
wasted,  and  yet  there  would  be  no  departure  from 
the  satisfactory  and  familiar  system  of  responsible 
government. 

.\nother  advantage  of  secret  discussion  would  be 
that  differences  of  opinion  among  the  constituent 
units  in  the  Empire  could  be  adjusted,  or  a  way 
found  around  a  difficulty,  without  the  friction   that 
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might  be  caused  if  popular  majorities  made  the 
decisions,  or  if  a  popular  Council  discussed  them. 
And  if  any  of  the  Colonies  dissented  from  any  pro- 
position or  was  unready  to  take  part  in  any  enter- 
prise, cither  the  proposed  action  could  be  dropped  or 
an  expedient  hit  upon,  by  which  it  need  not  appear 
before  the  world  that  difference  existed.  If,  for 
example,  the  Home  Government  saw  that  the 
holding  to  a  certain  policy  might  produce  war  with 
some  foreign  I'ower,  and  desired  the  assistance  of  the 
Colonies  if  war  was  declared,  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  find  out  beforehand,  and  without  exciting 
public  attention  or  public  passion,  what  the  attitude 
of  each  Colony  was  likely  to  be.  There  are  possible 
wars,  which,  at  least  until  they  reach  a  stage  where 
the  ver>-  existence  of  the  lunpire  was  threatened. 
Canada  could  not  well  undertake  to  engage  in,  if  she 
considered  her  domestic  peace  and  harmony.  Perhaps 
the  British  statesmen  could  change  their  pc^lic}-  in 
conseciuence,  or,  if  not,  a  compromise  miglu  c?.<'\y  be 
arranged,  and  when  the  crisis  was  reached  Canada 
might  be  asked  to  do  only  what  she  could  safely  do. 
If  a  minor  war  was  of  particular  interest  only  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  if  the  Colonies  were  not  in  a 
position  to  take  a  needless  burden,  it  could  be 
aimounccd  as  a  police  war  in  which  the  Colonies 
would  not  be  asked  to  take  part ;  or  in  which  only 
those  Colonies  would  be  asked  which  had  interests 
directlx-  involved.  These  would  be  expedients  for 
avoiding  certain  evils  of  inevitable  ditiferences  in 
interests,  but  they  would  be  statesmanlike.  The 
Colonies  must  be  free  to  influence  Imperial  policy, 
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or  impose  limitations,  without  endangering  even 
apparent  harmony. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  Colonies  there  are  two 
classes  of  Imperial  questions — those  in  which  a  Colony 
is  interested  chiefly  because  the  United  Kingdom  or 
some  other  Colony  is  interested,  and  those  in  which 
it  is  interested  as  a  principal.  As  an  example  of  the 
former  class,  Canada  was  interested  in  the  South 
African  crisis  chiefly  because  the  South  African 
Colonies  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  interested. 
As  an  example  of  the  latter,  Canada  is  seeking  an 
adjustment  with  the  United  States  of  territorial 
claims  in  the  Alaskan  district.  The  United  Kingdom 
itself  is  much  more  directly  interested  in  some 
questions  than  others.  Again  there  may  be  questions 
at  issue  between  two  Colonies,  in  which  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  remaining  Colonies  have  little 
interest.  Canada  and  Newfoundland  have  the 
question  of  fisheries.  Since  grades  or  differences  of 
interest  exist,  there  is  need  for  constant  watchfulness, 
constant  consultation  and  constant  adjustment. 
Responsible  Ministers  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch, 
who  arc  free  to  consult,  and  who  arc  empowered  to 
adjust,  can  alone  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
situation. 

It  has  happened  on  more  than  one  occasion  that 
the  interests  of  a  Colony  have  been  overlooked,  or 
sacrificed,  because  it  was  not  informed  of  negotiations 
and  had  no  easy  and  regular  method  of  letting  its 
views  be  known.  Some  years  ago  the  British 
Government  gave  permission  to  Newfoundland  to 
make  a  bargain  with  the  United  States  in  which  the 
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fisheries  were  involved.  On  his  way  to  Washingto' 
Newfoundland's  representative  was  interviewed  by 
Boston  reporter.  From  a  press  report  of  this  intei 
view  Sir  John  Macdonald  first  learned  that  Canada's 
lartje  interest  in  tlie  fisheries  was  about  to  be 
chuna^ed.  The  interest  in  fisheries  is  indivisible  ;  it 
caiUKJt  be  cut  into  halves  like  territory  ;  and  neither 
Canada  nor  Newfoundland  can  ever  barj^ain  with  its 
share  without  the  knowled<;e  and  acquiescence  of  the 
other.  Vet  this  fact  was  overlooked  in  London. 
There  is  need  for  a  Minister  of  Imperial  and  Foreign 
.Affairs  who  siiall  be  thoroughly  accjuainted  with,  and 
shall  represent,  the  peculiar  interests  of  each  Colony, 
and  whose  right  it  shall  be  to  receive  notification  of 
ever\-  pending  negotiati(jn  in  which  his  Colony  can  be 
even  remotely  interested. 

There  are  desirable  and  important  objects  which 
can  be  attained  only  by  a  series  of  approximations. 
A  Cabinet  plans  in  such  cases  rather  than  a  Parlia- 
ment or  a  i)eople.  Suppose,  for  example,  and 
withc>ut  preju(hce,  that  a  real  Imperial  Zollverein  is  a 
desirable  and  important  object.  It  could  be  attained 
only  by  a  series  of  approximations.  The  steps  might 
have  to  be  very  gradual  and  some  of  them  a|)parently 
very  indirect.  .\  committee  of  Cabinet  Ministers,  a 
Cabinet  of  Cabinets,  could  better  plan  for  such  an 
object  and  make  less  fitful  and  surer  progress  than 
couUl  an  open  an<l  popular  general  Council  or 
Parliament  ;  or  than  could  the  separate  Parliaments 
working  in(le|)endentl\'  by  resolutions  or  s:)ecial  acts, 
which  might  or  might  not  fit  in  with  similar  action 
elsewhere.     What    the    Cabinet  of  Cabinets  planned 
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would  be  carried  out  throu^di  the  separate    Parlia- 
ments, but  all  the  efforts  would  be  systematised. 

In  the  formation  of  every  policy  and  in  the  stand 
taken  at  every  meetinj;  for  consultation,  each  Minist'^r 
would  be  jjuided  or  held  in  check  by  a  regard  for  die 
majority  opinion  and  sentiment  of  his  own  people, 
which  would  be  expressed,  not  in  mob  fashion  at  the 
moment  of  the  crisis,  but  later  in  calmer  times,  when 
all  the  facts  were  made  known.  The  same  influences 
which  now  |)revent  domestic  legislation  from  going 
too  fast  for  the  people  would  prevent  premature 
Imperial  undertakings,  and  there  would  be  less 
HkelihoiKl  of  the  waste  of  reaction. 

A  supreme  advantage  is  that  by  an  arrangement 
like  this  there  would  b(  preserved  to  each  component 
part  of  the  Kmpire,  as  a  unit,  independence  of  action 
upon  every  separate  question.  If  the  Colonies  agree 
to  the  creation  of  a  representative  Imperial  Council 
they  commit  themselves  in  advance  to  accept  a 
majority  vote  of  that  Council  on  all  of  a  large  class 
of  (juestions.  Their  representatives  might  always  be 
in  a  minority,  and  >et  they  would  be  bound  to  act 
with  thj  majority.  If  they  did  not,  the  Ci>uncil 
would  be  a  farce.  Hut  with  a  Council  of  resjx>nsible 
Ministers,  a  Council  of  Knvoys,  no  Colony  would  be 
bound  unless  its  Minister  agreed,  and  it  would  lie 
bound  onl>  to  the  extent  to  which  he  agreed.  There 
would  be  no  majorit>-  vote  in  such  a  Council.  The 
fact  that  a  majority  was  of  one  i.pinion  might 
influence  others  to  coincide,  but  it  would  Ix;  the 
final  acceptance  by  these  others,  and  not  the  existence 
of  an  original  majority,  that  would  bind  their  resixrc- 


)  I 


34«^ 


THI-:  I WADi.w  i()\T/\<:/\rs 


II 


i  i' 


tive  parts  of  the  Kinpire.  Then  every  particular 
a<;reement  or  (hsatjreemetit  of  one  of  those  Ministers 
would  f)e  (hscussed  in  liis  home  Parliament,  and  the 
people  would  pass  upon  ever\-  separate  action.  Thus 
would  the  rii;hts  of  individuality  be  preserved  to  the 
tolonies. 

It  ina\'  be  objected  by  some  that  we  would  b}- 
such  an  arranijement  pledi(e  ourselves  to  active 
Imperialism,  which  we  are  not  read\-  to  do.  This 
does  not  neces  iril}-  follow.  On  the  >lher  hand,  we 
would,  by  this  means,  have  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
testini^,  and  of  |)resentinj.j  our  views  at  the  very 
initiation  of  every  movement,  and  wimld  ha\e  a 
check  interposed  between  an\-  demaj^o^ues  outside 
our  own  c'untry  and  the  mob  at  home.  Our  own 
dema^oL;ues  we  can  attend  to  ourscKes.  \\ C  would 
be  protected  against  the  evils  of  wholesale  commit- 
ment and  impulsiveness. 

Hesides,  we  have  external  relations.  I'hiN  is  the 
piimary  fact.  No  matttr  what  our  political  status 
ma}'  be  at  any  time  we  hope  always  to  have  relations 
with  every  British  country,  and  with  a^  man\  otiur 
coinitrii's  a-  |)os^ible.  If  we  air  to  be  a  muntr)' 
worth  livin;^f  in.  or  li\ii;;.;  for.  wc  will  alw.i\>  have 
e.xternal  relalio,i^  which  will  Ix  ^o  important  that 
they  deserve  orijanised  .ind  di^tincti  e  treatment 
The  cre.itioM  of  ,i  Mini-^try  who^t'  bnsiaes>  it  i>  to 
promote  our  external  interests  would  merely  show 
our  intention  to  treat  an  important  |>ait  of  our 
interest  seriously.  It  would  be  a  devi-lopment  of 
control  over  our  own  aff.iir-^,  and  not  i  i^iviiit;  av,a\-  of 
aiiNlhinj;  we  have  still  reserved.      I'ndir  present  con- 
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(litioiis.  our  Minister  of  external  relations  could  not 
manage    any  foreign    affairs    on    his   own    initiative, 
because   the  management   of  our   foreign    relations 
bjlongs  by  constitution   to  ihe   Hritish  Government. 
Hut  we  are  now  generall>-  consulted  in  matters  where 
our   interests  are    involved,    and   in    the  Joint   High 
Commission,  sitting   on    the  Alaskan  boundary  and 
other  cjuestions  at   issue  with  the  L'nited  States,  we 
have  been  allowed  a  majority  of  the    Hritish  repre- 
sontation.     We  will  alwa>s  hereafter  have  a  voice  in 
the  settlement  of  our  own  foreign  relatiijns.     It  will 
be  the  |)()!icy  of  the   L'nited    Kingdom  to  grant  it. 
anti  in  an\-  case  we  shall  demand  it.     Hut  satisfactor\' 
as   the  represeiilatioii    allowed    us    on    an\-  commis- 
sions ma>-  Ix-,  that  representation  is  now  a  matter  of 
"■race,  and  not  a  matter  of  s\-stom.     The  existence  of 
a   Minister  who  is  responsibli-  to  (Canadians    for  the 
conduct   of  foreign    affairs,  in   a>   far  as  Canada  has 
a    voice    in    them,    would    merel\-    be    supptving   the 
machinei\-  l)\-  whicii   Canada  couUl,  in  a  regular  and 
sy-tematit    wa\-,  express  her  views.      It   uouM   In-  a 
movement   toward  tne  rounding-off  of  our  system  of 
self-govtrntnent.and  yet  would  Ix-  neither  a  challenge 
for    inde|KMidence    in    these   matters,    nor  a  submis- 
sion   to   continual  dependence.      It  would  simply  be 
the  supplying  of  defects  ii\  the  present  machinery. 

.\nother  point  that  ma\  be  raised  against  the 
suggestion  is,  that  if  a  Minister  was  ai)pointed  for 
such  a  department  he  would,  from  a  common  weak- 
ness of  human  nature,  be  anxious  always  to  ha\e 
something  to  show  as  a  proof  of  his  energy  or 
wisdo:n.  and  that,  as  ,i  conseciueme,  new  obligations 
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woiilfl  continuall)-  be  forced  upon  us;  he  ini^dit 
become  a  busxbodv.  If  enough  let^itimate  and 
iieiessarv  business  cannot  now  be  found  for  the 
constant  enii)lo\  inent  of  a  Minister,  tlien  join  the 
portfolio  to  some  other.  Hut  with  preferential  trade, 
the  Pacific  cable,  the  Alaskan  boundary-,  and  other 
issues  witii  the  United  States,  our  interests  in  an 
American  trans-isthmian  canal,  (lerman  discrimina- 
tion aj^ainst  ow:  ijoods,  the  desirabilit>-  of  securing 
more  fasourable  terms  from  man\  other  countries, 
and  the  .South  .African  War,  we  have  surely  had 
problems  enou:j;h  durinij  the  past  few  months  to 
have  kept  a  Minister  out  of  mischief  .And  there  is 
not  likei\-  to  be  aii\-  lack  in  the  future.  Our  external 
rel.itions  have  not  been  cultivated  as  they  mi},dn 
have  been,  and  the  ambition  of  a  Minister,  whom  we 
could  call  to  account  when  we  would,  ini^dit  not  be 
an  unmixed  evil. 

As  a  re-<ult  of  a  stud>-  of  the  conditions  under 
which  (  anada  took  i)arl  in  the  South  .\frican  War, 
I  have  i)een  convinced  that  our  system  has  weak- 
nesses and  defects,  and  the  remedv  I  have  suj,'^'estetl 
is  the  one  that  has  seemed  to  me  at  once  most  simple 
an<l  most  |)racticable.  It  i<  a  (levelo|)ment  of  tiie 
C'.il)inet  princi|)le,  and  not  of  the  Representative 
princijjle.  .\side  from  the  limitations  under  wiiich 
a  new  popular  or  an  appointive  representative  Ijody 
woidd  suffer,  we  have  i'arliaments  enough  and  popular 
(  ouncils  enough  in  the  l'".mpiie  alreadv".  What  I  have 
proposed  provides  a  ('omn)iltee  that  can  l)etter  tiian 
iui\-  other  body  do  the  work  of  a  Council;  but  it 
pr..\i<K-^  mote  tiian  a  (  oiincil.      I'r>im  the  standpoint 
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of  the  Colonies  it  is  the  centralisiiifj  in  the  hands  of 
one  in;in,  who  can  be  held  to  strict  accountability, 
of  the  management  of  its  external  relations  ;  whose 
l)ersonal  responsibility  will  tend  to  prevent  that  con- 
fusion in  which,  on  the  ground  of  previous  suspicions 
or  of  isolated  indiscretions,  one  section  ma\  attack 
another  ;  whose  ver\-  existence  will  impose  the  check 
of  system  upon  any  attempt  to  snatch  a  verdict  from 
the  passions  of  an  hour  ;  and  who  can  consult,  with 
what  frankness  o-  secrec\-  ma>-  be  desirable,  those 
with  whom  he  must  co-operate  for  his  countrs 's 
^ood. 

This  simple  arranj^ement  provides  facilities  for 
co-operation.  There  is  nothinj^  in  it  to  make  more 
ri^id  or  more  complicated  the  formal  ties  of  lunpire. 
or  prevent  in  any  way  the  t^rowtli  of  the  substantial 
indepen(]ence  of  the  C'olonies  and  the  localising;  of 
responsibilitv  which  are  vital  to  true  tlevelopment. 

it  places  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  those  whose 
devotion  to  the  Mother  C  cnuitry,  and  to  the  ideal  of 
union,  is  their  chief  |)olitical  inspiration  ;  and  it  allows 
room  for  the  normal  evolution  of  tho^e  Canadians, 
some  called  I<>ench-Canadians  and  some  called  Kn^- 
lish-Canadians,  who,  boin  since  Confederation,  have 
never  known  anything'  but  a  united  Canada,  great 
enoujjh  in  extent  and  resources  and  in  the  capacit)-  of 
its  people  to  be  an  independent  nation  ;  who  have  all 
the  feelings  natural  to  such  conditions;  whose  read- 
ings in  history  and  whose  reflections  have  jx;rsuade«l 
them  tiiat  the  principle  of  nationalit)'  is  sound  ;  who 
have  alwa\s  been  sincere  admirers  of  the  character, 
of  the  ideaN,  and    in  giiieral,  of  the  niethoils  of  the 
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peoijle  uf  the  Uniteri  Kingdom,  with  whom,  as  against 
the  rest  of  the  world,  they  sf  ..timcntally  identify 
themselves,  but  whose  very  appreciation  has  rather  led 
them  to  consider  how  wc  in  Canada  could  play  our 
part  in  the  world  with  like  strength  and  success  than 
created  a  desire  to  be  taken  up  more  completel>-  into 
the  successful  life  others  had  achieved  ;  and  who  have, 
yet,  gradually  come  to  recognise  the  parallelism, 
if  not  identit)-,  of  the  interests  of  Canada  with 
those  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  and  who  are 
now  intellectually  prepared  to  consider  methods  of 
co-operation,  if  such  methods  and  such  co-operation 
do  not  destroy  the  individualism,  and  the  increasing 
opportunity  for  individual  initiative,  and  the  increasing 
sense  of  inilividual  responsibilit\-,  which  develop  the 
man  as  a  man  and  la\  the  only  sure  foundation  for 
enduring  greatness. 


(  XWIX   I'.UOlHfKv     WIE  GRE  ll\M   fHS^S,   \VOIiIN(i    \Mi  I.ONHON. 
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THE  SHIPWRECKED  FISHERII(EN  AND 


III,  I,   IS  Si>rr:i;'  ,)/)  llic  Sifl." 

PI(INERS'  ROYAL  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

patron : 
HI5    MAJESTY   THE    KINQ. 

The  Shipwrecked   Mariners'   Society  has  relieved  over 
Haifa  Million  Persons  since  its  fouiulatioii  in  1.S39. 

hy  this  National  Organization  and  its  Local  Representatives 
everywiiere 

I.     'ihe  Siii|)wrecked  are  instantly   cured  for   on   the 

spot  and  sent  home. 
J.      The    W  idow  and  Orphan  are  immediately  sought 

out  and  succoured. 
.;.      The    Distressed    .Seafarer    is    at    once    charitably 

assisted. 
4.      the    Mariner    and     lisherman    are    directly   en- 

louraged    in    self-help    hy    availing    dieniselves 

of  the  advantages  of  meml>er.ship. 

FUNDS  ar«  Earn«al|y  AppMlMl  for  by  tha 
Commiltaa  off  Itoaagomanl. 

I  ll.lllllUI.I  ,■•   t.'llllllilli, 

.\ilimr.il   K.  S.  .\|>K\M,  CM  ti. 

S,.  1,1,11) 

CJ.  !•:.  Mai  i)K,  K^i .  .<(..  Smiolk  SUvlI.  I'.ill  M.ill  K.i>i.  I.miuIoh,  S  \V, 
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Contractor!  to  His  Majesty's  Gozumment. 

FIRMIN    &    SONS, 

LIMITED, 

108  and  109.  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

CHARING   CROSS,   LONDON,  W.C. 

(/..i.V  15.!.   154    ""''  155.  Shaiidt. 
WiiUKS  : 

London  &  Globe  Works,  Birmingham. 

KSTAHLISHKI)    OVER    Joo    YEARS. 

Maniijiiituri'rs  of 

Buttons  for  Army  and  Navy,  Liveries, 
Hunt,  Yacht  and  Golf  Clubs,  &c. 

Designs  submitted  and  Dies  cut  to  ■■rvr. 

HELMETS,   CAPS,  SWORDS,   BELTS, 

And  all  kinds  of  Military  Accoutrements,  Gold 
and  Silver  Laces,  Embroidery,  &c. 

ESTIMATES    ON   APPLICATION. 


Manchcsttr,  Woollen  and  Tiimniiiig  Warehousemen. 


SflNDEHS  &  CROWHURST, 

©pticians  Si  pbotoflrapbic  Scalers, 
71,  SHAfTESBURY  flVEflUE,  W. 

(I    iniiuili-  ri.ini    I'.n.iilillM 

Publishers  &  Makers  of  Lantern  Slides. 

6  NEW  WAR  LECTURE  SETS. 

Iiiiliulmi;  p.Mtriiil-  ..f  all  tin  Ikiui.iK  .111  1  I'icdin-ul  ivuv 
iiKiiliiil  .1.-  11  levins  ill  s.iiith  Aliii.i 

-  "China  Up-to-Date."  ■: 

I- 1.  •Ill  .1  iii.iLiiiiK.iil  ;-iiu~.,i  !■,  ..i..;;r,,ph-,  t.ikiii  -,,ki  111,  T  1. 1  111  Miiihn.il,. 
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Great  Events  of  the  Century." 


toa    SLIDES. 


"Cbe  Record  Reidn  or  Rer  late 

.  .  majestp  Queen  Victoria." 

7S    SLIDES. 
Lists  Post  Prss.  Apparatus  and  Blldas  Lant  on  HIra. 

Every   requisite  for   the  Lecturer  always  on    hand. 

ENTERTAINMENTS  PROVIOEO.    OPERATORS  SENT  ANY  DISTANCE. 

Mlldm  Mmkmrm  mud  LmntmrHlmtm  to  mmny  ot  Ihm  Lmadlita 
Lmoturmra  mnd  Soatmtlmm. 

Sanders   <5  Qrowhurst 

(Many  years  with  Mettrt.  Watson  &  Sons), 

71,  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W. 
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INDISPUTABLE. 


IRISH  TIMES. 

WEEKLY 
IRISH  TIMES. 

IRISH  TIMES. 

WEEKLY 
IRISH  TIMES. 


CHERE  .nre  no  two  opinions 
•>bout  the  status  of  the  Irish 
Timer,.  It  holds  the  premier  posi- 
tion in  Ireland,  having  a  circulation 
far  in  excess  of  any  other  news- 
paper in  that  country.  It  is  the 
largest  daily  paper  in  Ireland,  and 
possesses  a  telegraph  wire  of  its 
own  from  London  to  Dublin.  It 
has  a  large  staff  of  London  and 
Foreign  Correspondents,  and 
local  representatives  in  everytown 
in  Ireland.  Advertisers  should 
note  the  fact  that  the  lr:sh  Tinns 
is  the  organ  of  the  monied  com- 
munity, and  contains  more  pros- 
pectus advertisements  than  any 
Irish  paper.  It  daily  contains 
many  columns  of  advertisements 
more  than  any  other  newspaper 
in  Ireland. 


C": 


^E  Weekly  Irish  Times,  price 
One  Penny,  is  without  doubt 
the  best  family  weekly  in  Ireland. 
It  is  read  throughout  the  land  in 
all  well-to-do  families.  It  is  non- 
sectarian  and  non-politic.\l,  and 
gives  an  exhaustive  summary  of 
the  events  of  the  week. 


Chief  Offices  : 

31,  WESTMORELAND  ST.,  DUBLIN. 

London  Offices  for  Advertisements: 

61,    FLEET  STREET,    E.C 
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Colston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 

General  Printers  $^ 
Stereotypers^ 

80,  rose  street, 

Edinburgh, 


arc  prepare  J  to  furnish  Estimates  for  the  pro- 
duction of  every  description  of  PRIN  riN(j, 
whether   Illustrated  or   plain. 


Insurance     Companies     and     Public 

Societies  will  find  all  work  entrusted  to  them 
turned  out  with  expedition  and  at   mt)derate  rates. 
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The  Speaker. 

Cbe  Ciberal  Review. 

Every  Saturday.  Price  6d. 


The  Speaker  is  the  only  weekly  literary  review  whosL' 
political  articles  are  in  sympathy  with  Liberal  opinion. 
Cnrrent  literatnre  is  noticed  in  signed  articles  by  expert 
reviewers,  and  each  issue  contains  a  special  article  by  a 
writer  of  acknowledged  authority  upon  the  topic  of  the 
week.  A  feature  of  the  paper  is  its  foreign  and  colonial 
correspondence,  which  is  supplied  by  writers  selected 
especially  for  their  sympathy  with  the  country  which 
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Provinces.  Improved  Farms  at  reasonable  prices. 
I.ar'4;e  areas  of  fertile  land  in  every  Province  waitinj^ 
for  Settlers. 

Ciold  Mines  anil  other  minerals.  Immense  Forests. 
Productive  Fisheries.  Kxpandinj,'  Maiuifactminj>  In- 
(histries.     I.ar,i;e   Import  and  Kxport  Trade. 

No  Kent.  Lii^lit  Ta.xes.  Free  Schools.  (lood 
Markets.     Splendid  Climate.     Sunnv  Skies. 

Official  pamphlets,  maps,  and  fnll  particulars  may 
be  obtained  jiiatis  and  post  free,  on  application  to 
the  Hi.sj^h  Commissioner  for  Canada,  17,  Victoria  Street. 
London,  S.W.,  also  from  the  .Mian.  Dominion  and 
KIder  Dempster  Steamship  Companies,  or  their  local 
-A.^ents.  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
Correspondence  and  person.il  interviews  invited. 


\VRIT1£    I-OR    PARTICL  LARS. 
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A  FIRST-CLASS 
ADVERTISING 
MEDIUM. 


Having  a  Larje  and  Steidily  Incti/asinj 
Clientele,  practically  untoi;ched  by 
other  Journals. 


The  Daily  News. 


ESTABLISHED     1846. 

FOR  111. in  llKiii  h.ili  ;i  ciiUmv  lliu  Daily  .V<-,  n  lias  iii.iiiil.iiiKil  a  tliaracUr  stcHiid 
til  lliat  III   11.1  lii'.li-h   iiMliilal  liir  Ihc  nlial'ilitv  and  ci  niipiiti  miss  hi  ils  llnllK- 
anil    l-'iuvi.mi   iiili  llii^i.  iKc,   Willi  llic  lusiilt  lliat  ils  niliiiiiils  l.n  in  THE  SOLE 
CHAHNEL  III   ini'iiaiati.in  In  an  inlliunlial  and  iiKicasin;:  sicliun  ni   tin.    l!iiti-li 
I'ublii-. 

Win  n  it  is  hiiini  in  iiiiiul  lli.it,  in  .ulditimi  tn  llu-  ACCESS  IT  GIVES  TO 
THIS  LARGE  an  1  |  racticallv  EXCLUSIVE  CIRCLE  OF  READERS,  ilu  /<<ii/i 
.V.ij'.N.  as  .1  It.iiliiii;  iH.n.iii  III  I'nlilic  o|iiniiin,  is  In  In  inniid  at  must  ni  ilic  ilntils,  in 
luarlv  all  ihi-  I'lihlii.  Kvailiii!.;-iiii>iiis,  an  1  ill  tin-  i.lnl-is  m  tlit  vaiiuns  Krati  riiitiis 
.111(1  I'.ilitic.il  I'artiis  lliiiuii^liiiul  tin.  Kin.mluni,  iN  valin.-  ,is  an  .\d\irtisiiij.;  .Midinni 
will  hj  appii.1.  i.ittd. 

PREPAID    ADVERTISEMENTS. 

.\ihiili-niuiils  ill. Ill  M.iii.imis,  S.iulaiiis.  rraM.lltrs.  Ci  illiv  1. 1;  s, 
luiss.s,  .\nuli<l  I'npils,  CUrks,  .\s>  staiiis  Mulniiics.  Hiinsikitpiis. 
Sua. nils.. I  all  kinds  Wanliiij;  Silu.it  ii  uis,  ,,i  I  nun  Kinplnyi-rs  riiiiiii  iiii; 
1  such  piisiins,  will  Ih  iiistiinl  .it  tin.  i.ilinw  iiii; 

Incluttve  Prices  for  Six  Inicrttons  or  Leu. 

.V.         l/ 

43  Words       
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strv.ccs  1 

24  Words 
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u 
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i-.  lHin.u  : 

M.\ 

iiistTliin- 
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64 
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And  It.  (or  (vary  additional  Eight  Words. 

\f  piiCLs.  it  uill  hi  iibsimd,  i.ivii  Si.\  L'(iNs|.x  I  in  K  lNsl-.nii'i\s. 
li  mikriii,!'  Out.  Tliuf,  .n  Si\  Insiitinns  is  lilt  |,.  Hit  .\dvi'lisii,  tlit 
1  li.vid  and  an  inthisivi  inininuiin,  icin.iininj;  llic  s.uni-  in  tin  cist  ni 
<  as  ill  that  111  thitt  m  mi.. 


APARTMENTS.  MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES  for  SALE,  and  SMALL  PRIVATE 
PROPERTIES  and  BU  ->i£8SE8  to  be  SOLD,  LET.  or  WANTED, 
are  inierted  at  following  prices: 

Once.  Three  times.  Six  times. 


24  Words 

.     1    0 

2    6 

.IT,    ii 
...     4    0 

32      „ 

1     6 

4    0 

7    0 

40      „ 

2    0 

5    6 

10    0 

And  ed.  par  Insertion  for  every  additional  Eight  Words. 
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l.tltirs  in    answti    t.i   .id\ ti tistiiKiits   t.in    I't    .iddrtssid    In   II, t   /'ii;7v  Xms 
lin|Uiiy  OMitt.  (17,  1-lttl  S'lttl.  !•;.(.', 

Clmiius  .iiid   I'.ist  Ortiot  OiiUis  shinil.l  W  crcissul   ■  l.omli  n  and  WisiminvUi 
IS.iiik  '     Onlus  liii-  .id\tilis.;iitiits.  ii  suit   i- ,    post,  slnmld  Ih-  additsstu     .\dvu 
tis.iiKiit   M.ina.iiti.  /*ii/7v   .Vine*  UifRc,   linnvtrit    Slutt.    \:X.-    11    Imw.udtd   per 
nitsstnijtr  thty  iii.iy  W  dtlivtrtd  tilhtr  .d  Hit  Htail  Dliitt  in  lioiivtrit  Strcit    m  at 
Ilu  IhaiKh  .\dMrl;suiKiit  DiiKt,  F.ttt  SIr.tl,  l-;,L'- 
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!'t 
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■'^kttN*, 


U  The  LiTtRARY  Pen  is  tlis  Best.  U 


lii-aic  M.^iiitiiN  Willi  I  vpLi.rKnlini;  ii 
|Hii-i.  anil  now  •  Tlu-  I.iUi.ny  I\  n  '  is 
is^iRil  ill  .1  iiici'  liiilc  liii.,;.lit   liov  l,,r 

tllf  Ixil;  !lt  'il  .(Ulil"is.  ll  K  _i;ii:iMil. 
tLltl  1>.  w  lie    .il(\  ihlllg   I'l.tiii    ;|    s  MlIlLt 


'■  r.'ivts  I  )  Ih-  an  tasy  runiiinij  hut 
11  •!  I, in  Soil  I'cii.  Willi  which  iinu  may 
Wiitc  at  i^nal  ^pi.Lil."—.V<-ii. /,:,»;/. 


A'lyone    who    li 


the     sm.)  .Ill 


to  an  i-jM    ,111.1  It  ciUaiiiH-   inns  vny  '  •''-'•'"'i '"  the  (inill  and  the  <lis!:in;lmss 

easily  and  ijui^i^y.      'U    is   llu-  kttir  j  '"    ''"    fi  iest-|iointcil   stui    nili    coni- 

it    I'c.irs,   and    ■  I,'     it   wil',    d-.tillless.  |  ''""''•  ^l""ild  Kct  a  lio.v  of  '  U' I'cns  at 

tvniain  to  a  j;i.r.uiil  p  istcrity."— /,'.'.;,■ -i  '  ""^i-'"—\V(eiiy  Tinu-s  ati.i  lUhi. 

•  I'i.iWHiu.'                                           "  I  « 

"We    c.in     rtcoinniciid    it   (or     the 
iiiiu  itliness  w.th  which  it  pas,is   over 

-  p.l|H-r."       /;■,(, 7 

.1  ir^Uan  l),ii:\Tiiti.  i. 


'  C'eilanily  ilic    new  nil's  aie   e.\.-u 
ll  lit  ~  a     >;ie,it      nil- 
pioVeiiKiit     on      llie 
.■ivei.n;e    'J.'"-    |'ni\' 
OiivtH  Huriii  ■>. 


IT"! 


■  I'ol  Wl. I  lie  easily, 
N.i!  !<>,  and  V,  I'l  .lit 
e\ie^-:Ve  ii^col  .n'c  - 
^^lii^h  IS  a  ^.iMii.t; 
"I    time   ill    i!;    i'  11^ 

the     'l.ilei.iiv       U 

I'l  il '  uli  ill  Mr. 
Fislitr  I'imiii  has 
Inoii^lil  ...it  taiiiMt 
he  e.\eilled  lis  ac- 
linii  is  Hii'.  .til.  and 
veiy  lilie  that  oi  a 
ipiill.'— 

/./•'  :•■  M  u'tiiy. 
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Literary 
Pbn. 


IT.FisherOnwin. 
I    PatcrnotltrSQ. 

I  One  Shilling: 


■  Wi  [.       I'll.-  way 

I  uiitis.     Ji  1^  .,n  iinpi.neilUllt  on  the 

list    pui    We     have    used,     and     will 

spei'lily   hceoine    popular   with    those 

uli.i  appreii.ite  an  e.isy  pen   to  write 

With."-.S',, .;/,,. 7  l>.i:\y  lii.l.f.ii  l.ilt. 

# 

■A  new   pen.   ihe   merits   of   which 

.lie   niiil.niMed.     We  have  heen  usin.q 

..lie  of    iliese  '  i:  '  nibs  for    the    past 

Witk    and   it   still   write*  as    will    as 

when  We  tiist  inserted  it  in  the  holder. 

riiere  is  lerlaiiily  a  successinl  intuiein 

st.reforthi  '  I-itciary  U."  -/;..,.  4tWi>r 


"  \V.  h.ive  tried  the 
I'     .I'l  1    like  it.— 
,l..<;    vr. 
« 
"  ll    IS  a  picas  ml 
-in.)  itli  luniiin.:;  pi  ii 
.ind    allo;;ither   veiy 
a);ree.i'         to     wor., 
with.    It  iiii'^lil  t.i  he 
,1  hi>oii  to  thiise  who 
write  iiuicli." — 
/'.<'./.(  n.iHv 

A'l/z^n. 

* 

"  \V  1  . ;  es  very 
snio  ■  lily,  and  .ill 
whi  wiiie  nimh 
kn.uv  Ihat  that  is  the 
liist    qn.iliiy  desired 

ill  a  l'en."-A'o-,r.//i'  .Vrctr-i'/'f- 
« 
■■Alt.igelhcr  vciy  afjieealile  t.)  woi  k 

with     It  ouj;ht  lohe  a  boon  to  those 

who  write  much.  '—Wtr.ler. 

"It  ia  a  K""d  pm  .iiid  justifies  di 
title."— /•<■,/.,>. 

« 

'■  Literary  wmkcis  will  liiul  the  Lite- 
rary Pen  well  Worth  Iheit  attention  — 
PubUshrrs  Cit  ular. 
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U  Smootti  Riioning,  with  a  (Juill-le  Action.  U 


XME  PIl-OX 

A   Weekly  Review  of 

Politics,  liiteratupe,  and  Learning. 

Edited  by 


Price    Sixpenoom 

Subscription  Rates  ipayible  In  advance'. 

Oik-  Yen,  liil, 111(1    ...             26-       Si\  .M..nth-,  liil.iiul           ...     13  6 
Ahi.M.l      ,  286  Abru.ul 14  6 

fiMtorial  an^  publi^ibiiui  Offices : 
2,  EXETER  STREET,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

For  the  Latest  and  Most  Reliable 


I  Home  ana  Foreign), 
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THE  GLOBE 

THE  OLDEST  &  BEST  EVENING  PAPER. 

Editions  are  published  throughout  the  day  on  receipt  of 
HEWS    or   IMPORTAMOC. 


"THE  GLOBE,'*  I'lnl.iiiiin;;  tin.-  I„ili-i  TilrciMiii-  m|i  i..  iIh'  iJmc  d 
.l;..iii-  III  pii— .,  i.iii  Iv  pcisli-,|  Ni-l,ilv  .11  IIk  i.ili-  ,,|'  Tlirif 
ILilipciHi-  [H-r  t'l.pv  lot-  Ihi-  K.iilv  Spiii.il,  -n  Twi.ihiicv  pir 
C'lipv  l.ii  llic  Spiii.il  Kditioii.  |.''iiiill.UKi» -liciild  Iv  .ulitiv-^iil 
1"  llii.-  M  w  \(,l  u,  tlii.itl-  OllKc^.  .V;,  Slt.iml.  W.f  St.iinp- 
iii't  .iceiptcil,  Lxci.pt  I. II-  .mmuiitN  uiulcr  Uiic  Slulliii'', 
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IT  ILLUSTI(^TES  THE 
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TO    SCOTSMEN    IN    CANADA. 


THE  PEOPLE'S  JOURNi 

One  Penny  Weekly,  or  tent  by  poit  to  any  part  of  the  World  fcr 
8s.  8d.  per  annum, 

Scotland's  National  Newspaper. 

Weekly  sale  over  a  quarter  of  a  million. 
A  household  authority  among  Scotsmen  all  the  World 

THE  PEOPLE^FRIEN 

One  Penny  Weekly,  or  by  poit  to  any  part  of  the  World  for 
es.  6d.  per  annum. 

The  Scottish  National  Literaiy  Miscellany;  Serial  and  Complete 
by  Popular  Authors  :    Biographical  Papers  :    Essays  and  Ski 
Cookery,  Mrdical.  Needlework    and  other  recipes. 
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